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scripture: 

A NIGHT OF FEAR 

Matthew 14:22-33 

rnrnb:1Yc1:1-0LOGISTS CONTEND FEAR IS BOTH A EMOTION 
OF TO BE DEVELOPED IN MAN & BEAST. 

CREATION BENEATH THE M ON OF FEAR. 
MAN COMES INTO THIS WORLD STAMPED WITH FEAR, AND THAT 

FEAR IS MULTIPLIED AS HE INCREASES IN KNOWLEDGE EXPERIENCE. 
HAVE YOU VER CAUGHT A · TILE BIRD AND, HOLDING IT IN 

YOUR HAND, FELT THE RAPID, TERRIFIED BEATING OF ITS LITTLE 
THE BIRD HAD HAD NEITHER EXPERIENCE NOR ACQUAINTANCE WITH YOU 
OR ANY OTHER MAN. IT HAD NO REASON TO FEAR YOU THAT OF 
INSTINCTIVE REACTION. 

THOUGH WE BE HIGHER IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM THAN THE 
LITTLE BIRD, THERE YET BEATS WITHIN THE OF EACH OF US 
THE DREADFUL EMOTION OF FEAR. PERHAPS WE CAN LEARN HOW BETTER 
TO COPE WITH THIS PROBLEM AS WE DISCOV~ THE ANSWER TO THREE 
GREAT CONCBRNING OUR 

I. WHEN OOE;i USUA.L.L..'L.AB.lS 
--1'. the gJ. Life's 
--14:22-24 

So long as the were close to Christ there 
was no They found no cause for fear as they listened 

· ab fed them. It was when they were 
"on their own" in the "midst of the sea" that they were 
tossed by the waves and fear struck. 

1. rest o 
--vs.22 

es did not 
difficu nst clearly 
to their ship and go before 
the sea. 

get themselves into this 
them to get in

unto the other side of 

(1) Since they may serve to strengthen our f aith 
Mark tells us that Jesus~ them 

but for a long time did not go to them. When they 
were in the former storm on sea, Christ was with 
them, they only needed to awake him. But now he '. · 
had compelled them to go into this storm with only 
their faith he Thus their faith 
was more severl y 

(2) Since they may be unavoidable in accompl ishing God~s 
purpose. 

Christ had told them to cross the lake dock 
on the west side. If they were to accomplish his 
purpose they had to sail immediately, even if 
sailing in face of a storm. vs 22 says that 
Christ "constrained" them--why? Perhaps they sa, 



indications of the coming storm feared to set out . 
Nevertheless , they did launch out knowing full well the 
risk they were running. 

For you to become what God wants you to be, it 
may be necessary for you to go through life's storms. 

2. · · ed b ra 
- - VSS 23- 24 ~3- k Fl{.ft: 

because the di sciples were to the sea 
did not mean that they had no need or time for prayer. 
They became busy doing Christ's bidding without having 
made er s iritual preparation. 

(1) Since prayerlessness makes difficult a knowledge of 
Will 

--IT I IIS: Matt. Henry says, bolc!est spirits must 
wait for a call to hazardous enterprises, we must 
not rashly presumptousl y thrust ourselves upon 

(2) Since prayerlessness robs from us any sp. power 
- - 24 

This not a sail boat, but rather a row boat. 
These were strong experienced men of the sea. But 
all of their phys. strength was no match for the storm 
Theirs was a need not for phys. power, but for inner 
sp. power with which to cope with the storm. The stor 
was more inward than outward. And prayerlessness had 
robbed them of this - -E!2!!t:! ~ Goo .. 

II. WHY DOES fEAR 
We readily fear arises, but why does it 

arise in the experience Why can ' t the Christia, 
sai l through the storms of life with faith unfaltering and 
emot ions undisturbed? There is one and only one answer 

--8%fUl§fl tg +be Preseoce at 
--14:25- 26 
1. Whi cb o an waoper 

--vs . ("walking on the sea") --an unexpected manner 

(1) That does not conform to your expectations 
- -~ : Perhaps they expected to meet Christ on the 

other side, but certainly not at 4:00 miles 
from the shore in such a fashion! 

- - ILI.µs: It is not that you would expect Christ 
presence to be felt at the bedside of a critically 
ill child, or in the of family strife, or in 
the depths of financial reversals. 

Cleopas friend on way to Emmaus 
That is intended to meet your need 

--vs "Jesus went unto them." 
They were in trouble the coming of Christ i1 

this unexpected was intended to meet their 
need. 



att~pting to land on unlighted 
during electrical storm. No way to illu · 

ate the field, the circuit had been broken. But 
the flashing of bightening illuminted the field 
enough so that the plane was safely set down ••• 

2. Which max be 
--vs. 26 (Amplified N.T.): ''And when the saw 

Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, said, I 
is a ghost! And they . screamed with fright" 

--Exes· The like the Greeks & most Jews (exce 
the Sadducees) of their time, believed in apparitions 
or ghosts. They misinterpreted the presence of Christ 
as a ghost. 

(1) As something which to f ear 
They were disconcerted enough with the wind 

about to turn their boat the waves. Bu 
the unexplained appearance of this "ghost" was "th 
straw that the and, grown men 
that they were , they gave expression to stark harro 

--II Christ's presence ia nothing to fear . He 
has come not to destroy men's lives, but to seek 
to save that which is lost ••• 

(2 ) As your own imagination 
-- IT My call to pre a ch 

III . WHAT CAN DISPELL FI;Aa? 
- 14 :27- 33 

None of us like to live beneath the dark shadow of 
fear . But what can dispel! this most contagious of all 
human emotions? 

1. 
- -vs 27 

Jesus the answer in his very fi r st words, 
"Take courage--Be of good cheer . " 

(1) Which is grounded in Christ 
--"it is I" (not self etc) 
•-- ILLUS: " In the first World War an officer was leadi 

back to the front a company of British sol diers who 
had been on furlough. The country was war-scarr ed 

desolate . The cold rain had fallen; the oad was 
trampled muddy. The men knew what they were goin 
back to--mud and blood, possibly death. Their 
shoulders sagged . None spoke or sang. Glancing 
t hrough the door of a ruined church on the line of 
march, the officer happened to see the figure of 
Christ on a cross above t he high al t ar. It came to 
him like a breath of courage , like a voice of assur 
ance. Turning to his company, he gave the command, 



"Eyes, right! March!" The depressed & discourage, 
soldiers saw what he had seen, & the suffering 
but triumphant Christ they found their strength. 
Their heads lifted, their shoulders squared, 
they marched on like conquerors." 

(2) Which accepts His word 
--~ : The disciples asked for no signs or omens. 

They simply accepted Hi s word that he was their 
__ Christ! 

2. Bespoose to fa H.b 
--vss. 28-29 

"Lord, if it be thou" that Peter takes 
granted that this is the Lord. When his Lord said 
Peter responded to this call of faith~J-stepped out upo, 

~ • 

(1) Which is made in the face of t he most severe test 
-~ : If Pete 's f aith were ever severly tested it 

\ is at this time. No sheer pro f ess i on would keep hi, 
from sinking into the stormy sea. No mere desire 
demonstrate one's superior faith could make him wall 
on water. Faith alone was required for this task & 
the response would soon his faith. 

is made to the most unusual requests 
Christ has always said "Those that have faitl 

let them follow me!,. Can you walk on the sea? Any· 
one can walk on the land; but can you walk on the 
sea? What is your sea? I s it a sea of sickness? I i 
it a sea of loneliness? Is it a sea of 
ment? Is it a sea of pain? Is it a sea of sorrow? 
Is it a sea of temptation? You can wal k on it if 

Will you make Peter's prayer today, me 
come unto thee on the water' (Matt. 14:28)? And 

you make t hat prayer, answers, 'Come'!" 
(3) Which confirms our faith 

--vs 29b 

--vss. 30-31 
Under a sudden impulse of confidence in Chr i st , 

mingled, no doubt, with his usual self-confidence, Pete 
proposed to walk upon the water himself.Bui 
his faith failed just when his task was almost finishec 

(1) Which is extended even when our faith f ails 
--vs. 30a 

(2) Which is readHy offered when we acknowl edge our 
--vs. 30b-3la need. 

(3) Which is all sufficient 
--vs 31b "& by himself, Chirst caugh1 

him. 



4. 
--14:32-33 

(1) Which imparts peace and security 
32 

-- 7--u r !IS ; "On way to Greece in his campaign 
l Pompey, Caesar tried to calm the fears of the sai

lors in the storm by the impious words, 'Remember 
'I you carry Caesar and his fortunes.' Bu.tin the 

case of Christ that is true. Tbe Church carries 
' Christ and his redeeming fortunes; therefore no 

storm can overwhelm it. The whole Church of Christ 
1 was present one night in a little ship tossed by 

the sea--preseet in the person of Peter & James & 
John & Matthew, Bartholmew, and the rest of the 
disciples. If they had gone the Church 
would have been lost, these were the men chosen 
by Christ to carry it on; but the Church did not 
go it did not for Christ was with it" 

(2) To which men respond with joy & adoration 
--vs 33 

I THE SEA IS GREAT, OUR BOATS ARE SMALL 

Maker the mighty deep 
Whereon our vessels fare, 

Above our 1 if e's keep 
Thy faithful watch and care, 

In Thee we trust whate'er befall; 
Thy sea is our boats are 

know where the secret tides 
Will hel p us or 

Nor where the lurking tempest hides, 
Nor where the fogs are gray. 

We trust in Thee, whate'er 
Thy sea is great, our boats are sma11·. 

When bound we boldly 
And leave the friendly shore, 

Let not our hearts in courage fail 
Until the voyage is o'er. 

We trust in Thee, whate'er befall: 
Thy sea is great, our boats are small 



the circle of the sea 
When voyaging is 

We seek our final port Thee . 
bring us home at last! 

In Thee we trust, whate'er befall: 
Thy sea is great, our boats are small. 

get a heartful of God will no longer have a 
ind full of fear, because the two cannot occupy 
me space at the same time and faith is always strong 
an fear. So if you are afraid about anything t 
ure, your health, your well being, the world just ge 

of God can and your fears will fade. i 



I met God in the morning 
When my day was at its best, 

And His presence came like sunrise, 
Like a glory in my breast: 

All day long the Presence lingered, 
All day long H e stayed with me, 

And we sa iled perfect calmness 
O 'er a very troubled sea. 

Other ships blown and battered, 
Other ships were sore distressed, 

But the winds that seemed to drive 
them 

Brought to us a peace and rest. 

Then I thought of other mornings, 
a keen remorse of mind, 

When I too had loosed the moorings, 
With the Presence left behind. 

So I think I know the secret, 
Learned from many a troubled way: 

You must seek Him in the morning 
If you want Him through the 

- Ralph Spaulding 
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r\r said he \ irn
ortant lkrdord All his life 

cattle ranches where storms a 
among the herds. Freezing the· 

Howling, bitter winds into 
rifts. Temperatures drop quickly to 

Flying ice into the In this 
f nature's violence turn their 

icy and downwind. mile u on 
Finall · b · a boun<lar f 

·ould up the barrier and die by 
the acted differently. Cattle this 

would the windward end 
f range. There would shoulder-to-
h facin • t 
t most alwa\ found the Herefords 



r, nk B rman, the wife of on the famous astronaut . 
hu was on the Apollo 8 flight that first circled 

he moon. It was before we landed a man on the moon. 
is the one who read from Genesis on Christmas Eve 

rom near the moon and said it seemed as though the 
hole world as rising in a new creation, a world of 

and brotherhood and beauty. That was one of the 
thrilling moments of space history. Well, I asked 

Borman what it was like to be th wife of an astro
naut. "How did y u feel when you saw your husband 

last off toward the moon?" 
my husband wanted to go into this and what

ever he wanted I wanted for him," she said. "But it 1s 
all u certain; so naturally we think deep thoughts · hen 
a I ved one is shot into pace with that incredible power. 
The way I comforted myself was in the knowledge that 
the space organization had done everything conceivable 
to assure the success of the project. that strength-
ned my confidence. Then I just put my husband and 

comrades in the hands of God and kept 
~ 
ow," she continued, have to admit that I had 

tther ba<l t ey around on the dar 
de of the It was the first time my husband was 

t from me 
· They were behind the moon fo 

rty-five minutes with no word from them. So I 
o the good God upstairs" - I think that was 

said it - " he is out of my orhit 
e care of biro and bring him back ,. 
V ry imple, very beautiful, and I knew I talking 

i 1 trong woman. Why? Because since she knew tha 
. ble been done, he new that th 
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