
ATTITUDES 2) PARABLES 

SUBJECT {l) Optimism (2) seed, ~aven, Treasure, Costly __ 

TEXT 13: 31 - 33 and 44-46 

__ _ 

SCRIPTURE READING 

DELIVERIES: Hour Place 

FBC 6-29-75 P.M. San Angelo, Texas 

Glorieta 8- 17- 75 
CONCHO VALLE 10-14- 5 p.m. San Angelo, Texas 

ANNUAL SERMO 
Skelly 3/31/76 Tulsa, OK 

FBC 5-1 3-79 p.m. San Ange lo, Tx 

Keenagers 1-28-82 noon an Angelo, Tx. 

FBC 6/2/85 p .m. San Angelo, TX 

FBC 1/15/89 p.m . San Angelo, TX 
.... " 

,, 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
- --TEXTUAL 
- - TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 
XXX++ 

XXX+++ 

XXX+++ 

XXX+++ 

XXX+++ 
XXX+++ 

(XXX+++) 3L 
(XXX++++) 1 Bapt.; 

7 



THE OPTIMISM OF JESUS 

Scripture: 1 : 31-33 and 44-46 

INTRO: JESUS IS AN OPTIMIST! HIS ATTITUDE EXPRESSED THRU 
HIS TEACHINGS IS A CONTRADICTION OF THE DISMAL, PESSIMI 
STIC, , FORLORN, DEFEATED SPIRIT SO OFTEN EXPRESSED IN THE 
NAME OF CHRISTIANITY. WERE HE HERE IN PERSON TODAY, 
CHRIST WOULD HAVE LITTLE IN COMMON WITH MANY WHO 
BEAR HIS NAME. 

FROM W !THIN AND WITHOUT THE CHURCH THERE ARE THOSE 
PROPHETS OF DOOM WHO HAVE PRONOUNCED THE DEATH OF THI 
KINGDOM OF GOD AND HAVE (TO THEIR SATISFACTION) 
CONDUCTED ITS FINAL RITES. 

BUT THE CHURCH IS NOT DEAD FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
IS ALIVE AND WELL AND CONTINUES TO MARCH ON AS THE 
CHURCH TRIUMPHANT! 

SO MUCH DID OUR LORD BELIEVE IN OF HIS 
THAT HE GAVE US FOUR PARABLES WHICH EXPRESS THE 

OPTIMISM OF JESUS«®W.@~ 
IT IS AN OPTIMISM BASED ON FACT AND VALIDATED BY 

SXPERIENCE. 

THE OPTIMISM OF JESUS IS BASED ON: 

THE PHENOMENAL OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
13:31-32 

--The mustard is used as an analogy because of the 
between the smallness of its and the greatness of 

the plant that springs from it. Christ wished to encourage his 
disciples setting before them· the phenomenal growth of the 
Kingdom of Heaven 
1 . Which Had An Humble Beginning 

32a "the least of all seeds" 
-- OTE: "Significantly Jesus often of' he !_n:lliilt~ of 

the l ittle' -- the grain of mustard seed, the cup of c ld 
water, the one talent, the widow's mite, the lost coin, and 
the kindness done unto 'one of these least.'" (THE 
OF JESUS, Butterick, p. 21) 

'What a tiny ittle seed God planted at Bethlehem. Just 

a baby born of an woman from Nazareth. Even as 
He grew He attracted very little attention for thirty years. 



As a young man He went around preaching about and 
about a E r and a birth. In that 

day there were so many things so much more important to 
think about. They had to worry about the oppression of a 
dictator and high taxes, about build ing an army and the 
price of food, about business conditions, houses to live in 
clothes to wear. 

Finally He attracted enough attention to become a 
to a few leaders. They would put a stop to His 

silly talk. How? They would simple let the big and 
impressive machinery of the mighty Roman empire bury Him 
That was done. He was forgotten by the masses. 

There were a few people however, in whose mind that 
Jesus was planted. They kept talking about Him and for 
it they were persecuted , many were ki lled , but the ones 
left kept talking. Like the mustard seed, their movement 
grew. A tiny church was organized, then another and sti ll 
another. Until finally the power of the mighty empire 
began to crack and it died . Not so with His church. It 
has grown to be the largest tree and is still growing. 
said it would happen that way. We can see He was right. 

Ever so often I hear people tell how the world i s getting 
worse and how it wil l be destroyed by its own w icked ness . 
But the Christ who taught us to pray: 'Thy k ingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth' (Matthew 6: 10) said be 
like the mustard seed which grows into a great tree. He 
believed that love is stronger than hate, that truth i s stron· 
ger than a lie, that goodness is stronger than evil , that 
righteousness is stronger than sin, that God is stronger 
than Satan. 

Dictators and rulers will die, even civilizations will 
crumble, but God's kingdom will continue to grow. has 
been so for the thousand years, it w ill be so for 
the nex t two thousand. When I line up on the s ide of God 
and His church, I believe I am on the winning s ide." 

HEART IS HUNGRY, C. Allen, pp. 136-138.) 
2. Which Survived Many Trials 
--vs. 32b it is grown" question i s Christ 

mind but that it would grow and it would survive !) 
"Jesus was saying that although the kingdom would 

have small beginnings, it would grow and prosper a nd 
eventually provide shelter for those who desired it. 



~ -- and' storm, the like the tree, 
would survive. 

Through the centuries God' s kindgom has survived and 
pros pered. Such growth makes it easy to forget the trials . 
endured. 

For example, there was the time when the King of kings 
fled for His very life into 

There was the time when He stood before an earthl t King 
and listened to His own death pronouncement. 

There was the time when He laid down His life and they 
thought they were taking it from Him! 

There was the time when the church was persecuted and 
scattered. 

There was the time when Paul and the other apostles 
were slain. 

But none of these crises could keep Jesus' truth from 
marching on. It marched, not with the violence of the 
sword, but with the power of the Lord. 

We often act as though we do not have time to wait on 
God's kingdom. We want everything done in a hurry, so 
we try to take care of it ourselves. Time belongs to God, 
who does things in His own time. The growth of truth and 
he kingdom may be slow, but it is certain!" (SPEAKING IN 

PARABLES, R. Allen, pp 22 - 23) 
3. Has Reached Unoelievable Proportions 

vs. 32c "it is the greatest among herbs and becometh a 
tree ... " 

- - NOTE: "Christ's end was a gallows- with only a handful 
of friends to mourn Hi.s death. How could His fa ith endure. 
In very truth it was 'less than the least of all seeds.' .Yet 
Jesus was sure it would survive and grow. Let it be buried 
deep the earth; it would germinate and find the sun! Let 
it be cast to the winds; it would gain lodgment in some 
obscure rock-crevice and there blossom! Let it be drowned 
in a sea of blood; red tides would carry ; to the soil of 
some strange shore! An incredible optimism--but h istory 
has supported claim. The microscopic seed i s now a 
plant overtopping all others in the garden." (THE PARABLES 
OF JESUS, Butterick, p. 21) 

S: From 11 followers of Christ at the beginning of 
ministry those who bear his name have soared to more than 
1,024,106,000 today. Christi.ans account for almost of 
a 11 religious adherents in the world. Christianity has 



II . THE 

13:44-46 
"In both of these parables Jesus gives us his estimate 

of the value of the Kingdom of Heaven. The outstanding 
difference between these stories is that, while the merchant 
found the pearl after an earnest search, the finder of t he " 
buried treasure came upon his discovery unexpectedly , and 
as he went about his ordinary duties. ut the emphasis in 
both is upon the supreme worth of the Kingdom. " 

Hidden-Treasure "Years ago a citizen of 
Palestine, possessed of great wealth, heard that an army of 
invasion was marching upon his defenseless little nation. 
He at once set about the task of making his treasure secure . 
There being bank in which he might deposit it, he did 
what was so often done in that day. He slipped out into a 
field, in the dead hours of night and buried it. The army 
came, took him captive, carried him into exile, where he 
died with the secret of his buried treasure closely locked 
within his heart. Then the slow years slipped by till now a 
certain farmer is cultivating the very field where this 
treasure lies buried He i s a poor man, far too poor to own 
the field. He is only a renter. He has never managed to 
get on. The wolf has always howled fairly close t o h i s door . 
Life is a bit of treadmill for him. All his days are rather dull 
and tame. He toils in a rather listless fashion, for too many 
commonplace have largely killed expectancy. He 
has little hope for the dawn of a better tomorrow. 

Then one morning he ri ses to face the same routine that he 
has faced the day before. Once more he is out in the field , 
trudging his unexciting way behind his plow. But little as 
he dreams of the possibility of it, he is on the threshold of a 
great discovery. Life for him is about to take on a new 
departure. Soon something is going to happen that wi ll bring 
him a joyous and exciting beyond his dreams. For 
suddenly his plow scrapes against s omet hing. At first he 
thinks it is only a rock. But he looks and there is a s h immer
ing mark upon a bit of metal. He looks more closely still to 
find that this bit of metal is a part of a chest. His plow has 
loosened the lid, for its fastenings have been weakened by 
the gnawing teeth of t he years. His heart now leaps into his 
throat . With hands all atremble he lifts the loosened top and 
looks within. He can hardly believe that he is not dreaming , 



k CKtC 

Works .Quietly Yet Relentlessly 
--NOTE : "Leaven is a silent agency. So is the kingdom of 

God. Shrewd ears would be required to detect leaven 
busy at its task. No one overhears a seed in process of 

Victimized by bigness , we have succumbed> 
I also to the noisy and the obtrusive. Jesus said His 

i s like leaven. His followers are the 'salt of the earth,. ' 
'the l ight of the world~ '' ...._,_--__ 

aven , 
,are silent forces--as are all Go s mightiest 

powers . The stars do not chatter on the ir orbits. The 
armies of spring blow no trumpets a s they march w ith leafy 
banners down the furrowed fields. uman ove o s 
eepes conve rse w en e clumsy tongue is still . The 

kingdom comes not in the boisterous tumult of our do ings, ,-_ 
or in the feve r our ex c itements; 'Be sti know that 
I a m God.' ' (THE PARABLES OF JESUS, uUerL , 

3. Brings About Moral and Spir.itual Change 
--vs. "till the whole was leavened . " 

eaven works by con gion ' until the whole · s leavened 
So does the kingdom of God. 'One loving heart sets 
on fire.' Jesus came from His of temp
tation to w in t he worl o God, He began that transcendent 
t ask by talking to t wo me on a countr road - -' and they 
abode with him that day.' Later He chos welv 't at they 
might be with Him' ; and lavished on t hem Hi s full spirit, 
that t hey in turn might spread the contagion of t he kingdom. 
So it came to pass. Andrew found Peter and Philip found 
Nathanael. Jesus did not meet many people , but 'as many 
as touched Him were made whole.' That Divine health still 
spreads. 

How far the leaven has penetrated who can tell ? Many 
who do not name His name implic itly confess His benign 
mastery. Many who deny or forget Him live under freedoms 
t hat He ha s ven. Hos pitals, orphanages, homes for the 

educational institution s, l;ealth care ce!}_ters , 
ian social a re but a few vi sible t okens of Hi s 
spreading influence . The will continue until the 
whole leavened." (THE PARABLES OF JESUS, Butterick, 
0. 24.) 



--NOTE: 11 It is the destination of Christianity to pervade the 
whole of society, and to influence in some way, and to 
certain effects, the whole human race. But it not 
follow that the leavening process must in all cases be 
complete and thorough. 

He said to them in effect: are but a little leaven 
in the bosom of the world, so small in bulk that men are 

of your existence. But, remember, a little 
leaven can leaven a large lump. you undervalue 
not your importance as the leavened portion of the lump of 
humanity, through which the rest is to be leavened. Fear 
not, the future is yours:'it is your Father's pleasure to 
give you in ample measure the kingdom.' I have chosen 
and ordained you that ye should go and bring forth fruit. 11 

(PARABOLIC TEACHING OF CHRIST, Bruce, pp. 112-113) 
--Apply "Let us take the encouragement that our Lord here 

offers. If we are adherents of unpopular causes, if we 
have to 'stand along with two or three', do not let us coun 
heads, but measure forces. We can say, 'They that be 
us are more than they that be with them.' If we have any
thing of the leaven in us, we are mightier than the lump of 
dough. But there is another point here, and that is the 
contact that is necessary between the leaven and the doug 

We have to learn from the metaphor in the parable. The 
dough is not kept on one shelf and the leaven on another; 
the bit of leaven plunged into the heart of the mass, and 
then the woman kneads the whole up in her pan, and so thE 
influence is spread. We Christians are not doing our duty 
nor are we using our capacities, unless we fling ourselves 
frankly and energetically into all the currents of life, and 
make our influence felt in them all. The 'salt of the earth' 
is to be rubbed into the meat in order to keep it from 
putrefaction; the leaven is to be kneaded up into the doug 
in order to raise it. Christian people are to remember that 
they are here, not for the purpose of isolating themselves, 
but in order that they may touch life at all points. " (EXPOS 
ITIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE, Maclaren, pp. 246-247) 

--Matthew "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come. " 



two times as many followers as the next 
faith (Muslem). Tho Christ was not teaching that Christ
ianity would conquer the whole world, he was teaching 
that it would have a phenomenal growth that would reach 
unbelievable proportions--and has! 

II. THE OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 
13:33 ( d) 

- -Matthew 13:33 (Liv. Bible) "The Kingd om of Heaven c a n be 
compared to a woman making bread . She takes a measure of 
flour and mixes in the yeast until it PERMEATS every part of 
the dough." 

- -NOTE: The optimism of Jesu was not based on a 
exglosive d is play of power by the Kingdom of but rathe 
on the unprete i us yet relent and 

it would have on pf l ives and countless 
· zations through a es yet to come . 

1 . Begins From Within 
- -NOTE: "This parable relates not to the outward . vi si bJe 

which the k ingdom is destined to undergo , but to 
the inward which it will eff i c h is not 
1scernible by t e pnysical senses, but by the moral sense 

The action of leaven on the dough in which it i s deposited 
is not so much to change its bulk as its condition, and the 
change is perceived, not by the eye , but by taste. Leave1 

works from the center to the circumference, and it works 
by the method of contagion. That is to say, the parable 
teaches that the kingdom of heaven first takes possessio n 
of the heart , the seat of life and then proceeds outwards , t 
exercise sway over conduct. . n these respects the Divine 
kingdom from the kingdoms of this world, which 
concern themselves chiefly w ith the outward life , and 
empl0y force, or laws with penalties annexed, to est ablish 
their authority." (PARABOLIC TEACHING OF C HRIST, Bruce, 
p. 106) 

'T e parable sets forth t e mystery of regeneration , 
both in its first act, which can be but once, as the leaven 
is but once hidden; and also in the consequent work of the 
Holy Ghost, which, as the working of the leaven , is 
continual a nd progress ive. 11 (PARABLE OF OUR LORD, 
Trench , p . 44) - ' 



tnere oerore au tne sunngm, 1s a neap 
of treasure , gold and silver and precious jewels. Then, in 
the realization of his bewildering good fortune , he hides the 
treasure and hurries away to buy the f ield , regardles of i 
cost. He knows that the wealth that he has 1Scovered is so 
abulous that no pri ce can possibly be too great for him to 

pay in order to possess it. Thus does Jesus tell us of his 
estimate of the worth of the Kingdom of Heaven." (SERMONS 
FROM THE PARABLES, Chappell, pp. 48-50 . ) 

--Relate''Pearl of Great Price" Story: (tell story} ... 
"When the merchant sees the pearl he hurries away to change 
the pearls he already possess into gold. What does it matter 
that these pearls have been his pride! What does ·t matter 
that they represent the toil of a lifetime! When he finds a 
buyer, he pushes them across the counter with eager hands 
as if they were so much rubbish. He then seizes the gold ani 
hastens to the owner of the pearl of great price. When he 
pays for the pearl his pocket s are as empty as the pockets 
a beggar , for the pearl has cost him all that he had. But he 
goes away with his treasure in his hand and there is never a 

I I 
backward look of regret. W< 
1 . Of Which Many Are Unaware 

How many had walked over the treasure h idden in 
the field without the least idea of its presence or worth? 
How many had given the pearl o f great price only a passing 
glance, never detecting its real worth? 
- - ILLUS: Mr. Frank Dobie , of the University of Texas, 

a book that has had a rather remarkable sale. It is called 
C,ORONADO 'S It is a story of the search that 
men have made for buried treasure, from generation to 
generation, in his own state. These quests have, in 
almost every case , been fruitless. Yet one success is 
enough to hearten other seekers for centuries. 

· years ago, he said , a man with a disrepu
table pair of ponies and a rickety wagon drove up in front 
of a poverty-stricken little shack where a widow lived 
with her grown son. 'I am buying relics, ' he said. "We 
have none to sell , ' the widow told him. 'How about that 
old lead cannon ball?' he asked , as he pointed to an 
object lying on the ground . 'Oh, one of the boys found 
that a long time ago. The children used to play with it. 
For that reason I wish to keep it,' was the answer. 'I 
will give you twenty-five dollars for it , ' said the man. 



..... I . .. - , -

The woman opened her eyes wide in surprise. 'Take it'! 
And he counted out the money. 

Then he went out to the wood pile, got the ax, chopped 
the cannon ball open, and a double handful of gold nugget 
fell out. He a generous fellow and gave half of them 
to the widow. She sold her part a few days for 
seven thousand dollars. What a thrill for one so poor as 
herself! The very story of her go.od fortune makes our 
nerves tingle . But , somehow, when we speak of the 
treasures of t he kingdom, we are strangely listless and 
uninterested 

--ILL US: But the fact that we do not believe that the King-
dom is treasure does not destroy the reality of its value. 
It only serves to rob us of the privilege of possessing it. 
You remember how the South African diamond mines were 
discovered. It is said that a man once rode by where 
some small boys were playing marbles. Their marbles 
were rather crude, as was natural in a new country. They 
were of their own finding. This man noticed that some of 
these marbles flashed in the sunlight as they rolled on the 
ground. He dismounted from his horse and examined them. 
He d i scovered that they were in part genuine d iamonds. 
Tbese boys were ignorantly and carelessly playing with 
jewels. But the fact that they regarded their wealth as 
trifling did not make it worthless. It only robbed them of 
the privilege of fully possessing values that were already 
theirs and of gaining more. The Kingdom of Heaven is a 
treasure of supreme value. If we believe it genuinely 
enough to possess it, happy are we. If we do not believe 
it, and let it slip carelessly through our fingers, it is 
still treasure. We have just failed to enrich ourselves 
by making it our own." FROM THE PARABLES, 
Chappell, pp. 53-54 and 56-57) 

2. Which Far Exceeds All We Hav.e Or Are 
--vss. 44b and 46b 
--NOTE : "The climax in Jesus' stories of the man finding th 

buried treasure and in the merchant finding the pearl of 
great price is the eagerness with which each possessed 
their discoveries. Each, when he made the discovery 
':went and sold all that he hath.' Each did it joyfully. 
Neither felt he was making any sacrifice because the 
treasure he was possessing was worth so much more than 



what he had to offer for it that he did not hesitate. 
Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like t hat. Once 

we see what it is. worth to have Go,d in our hearts, to have 
His spirit empower our lives, to follow His will , we 
realize no matter what the cost, we want God above 
and beyond all things else. We sometimes think of 
religion in terms of sacrifice, duty and self-denials and 
we decide the price i s too high. But when we 

the of Goo, price pay becomes 
THE HEART IS HUNGRY, C. Allen, p. 19) 

3 • Does Not Remove It From Your Grasp 
--Exegesis : and 6c) The the field 

and the merchant bought the . Tho both were of 
great worth they were not beyond the grasp of these men. 

And you can possess the Kingdom of Heaven--its 
infinite worth does not remove it from your grasp! Tho 
many treasures of this world are beyond your grasp the 
treasure of God's Kingdom with all the riches and joy it 

1---=-b;.:.r.:.:in= s=-=i:..:s~w.:.:...::e;..::l:.:..l _______ _ 
--NOTE: "Jesus likens finding God to two men. One was 

plowing in the field and accidentally discovered buried 
treasure . The other was searching for a perfect pearl and 
found it. Both had unsatisfied hungers. There a 
vast multitude of people with unsatisfied hungers. Life 
is a hard, .ii lsappointing experience. They may live in 
gutters or in castles, it matters not how little or how muc 
we have, if we fail to possess that which sati sfies our 
deepest hungers. Many have become bitter and hopeless 
and find life not to be worth living. Some have been 
conquered by despair and have no heart and no reason to 
keep on trying. 

In their search for satisfaction , some went off on the 
wrong trails. Now they see their wrongs, but upon their 
memories is stamped forever the shame of a miserable 
pa st. They would now like to do better but with the dirt 
on their souls, what is the use of trying? In youth there 
were dreams and stars to move toward, but the light of 
the stars has faded and the dreams serve only to mock 
and torment. 

But though God is forgotten, He doesn't forget. God 
keeps putting unrest and dissatisfaction into that person' : 
heart and one moment, suddenly he sees God. A God 



who can forgive sins, who can take the pieces of a 
broken life and put them back together again, who can . 
give reason and purpose to living. The God who sent 
His Son not to condemn but to save. It is like finding 
buried treasure. Joyously we possess it, no matter what 
the cost, a.nd a new life becomes ours. We become so 
happy. " (WHEN THE HEART IS HUNGRY, C. Allen, pp. 
17-18) 

THE OP IMISM OF JESUS SPEAKS OF THE INFINITE 
OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND JOYFULLY HE OFFERS IT TO 
YOU TODAY. 

ARE THE STORIES OF THESE TWO MEN YOUR STORY? I KNOW 
YOU ARE DECENT AND RESPECTABLE. BUT THE QUESTION I 
MUST PRESS ON YOU TODAY IS, "HAVE YOU BOUGHT THE 
HAVE YOU OBTAINED THE TREASURE?" 

CAN YOU SING OUT OF YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE, "BLESSED 
ASSURANCE, JESUS IS MINE?" HAVE YOU EVER TAKEN YOUR 
PLACE BESIDE THOMAS TO FALL AT THE MASTER'S FEET AND SAY, 
"MY LORD AND MY GOD"? IF NOT THE REASON IS THAT YOU 
HAVE NOT BEEN WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE. 

CHRIST ASKS FOR YOUR UNCONDITIONAL SURRENDER. WHEN 
YOU GIVE ALL, HE GIVES ALL, AND YOU WILL FIND THE PEARL 
IN NO OTHER WAY. 
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THE OPTIMISM OF JESUS 

ripture: 13: 31-33 and 44-46 

TRO: ATTITUDE EXPRESSED· THRW. 
S TEACHINGS IS A CONTRADICTION OF THE DISMAL, PESSIMI_ 
IC I I FORLORN I DEFEATED SPIRIT so OFTEN EXPRESSED IN THE 

OF CHRISTIANITY. 
WOULD HAVE LITTLE IN COMMON WITH MANY WHO 

AR HIS NAME. 
W !THIN THERE ARE THOSE 

0PHETS OF DOOM WHO HAVE PRONOUNCED THE DEATH OF THI 
OF GOD AND HAVE (TO THEIR 

ITS FINAL RITES . 
THE C HURGH IS-NOT FOR OF HEAVEN 

ALIVE AND WELL AND CONTINUES TO MARCH ON AS THE 
[URCH TRIUMPHANT! 

LORD THE OF HIS 
-JGDOM THAT HE GAVE US FOUR PARABLES WHICH EXPRESS THE 
TIMISM OF JESUS CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
IT IS AN VALIDATED BY 

?ERIENCE. 

THE OPTIMISM OF BASED 

THE 
·Matthew 13:31-32 \ . 
·'I'he mustard because of the coNrt?As1 ' 

between the smallness of its and the greatness of 
the plant that springs from it. ·wished 
disciples by setting before them· the phenomenal growth of the 
Kingdom of Heaven 
1 . Which Had An 
--vs. 32a "the least of all seeds" · 
--NOTE: Jesus 'the infinitude of 

the little' -- the grain of mustard seed, GtiP of cold 
water, the Wi6'(i)w's mite, coin, and 

done unto 'one of these least.'" (THE 
OF JESUS, Butterick, p. 21) 

seed at· Bethlehem. 
obscure woman from Nazareth. 

verv 



a young man He went around pre aching about love and 
righteousness, about a Father and a new birth. 

there were so many things so much more important to 
think about. worry· a sion oi,,e 

and high taxes, about building an army and the 
price of about business houses to live 
clothes .to wear. 

F·inally He•attracted· enough attention to become a 
nuisance to a few leaders. They would put a stop to 
silly talk. How? let the big and 
impressive machinery of the mighty Roman empire bury Him. 

He by the masses. 
·There were a few people however, in whose mind that 

talking Him and for 
it they were persecuted, many were killed, but the ones 
left kept talking. Like seed, their movement 
grew. church was organized, then another and still 
another. Until finally the power of the mighty empire 
began to crack and it died. with His church . 

grown to be the largest tree and is still growing. 
would happen that way. see He was right. 

Ever so often I people tell how the world is getting 
worse and how it will be destroyed by its own wickedness . 

the Christ who taught us to pray: 'Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth' (Matthew 6:10) said it would be 
like the mustard seed which grows into a great tree. 
believed that is stronger than hate, is _stron
ger than a lie, that goodness is stronger than evil, that 
righteousness is stronger than sin, that is stronger 
than Satan. 

Dictators and · rulers will die, even will 
crumble, but God's k ingdom will continue to grow. 
·been so for the la st two thousand years, it will be so for 
the next two thousand. When I line up on the side of God 
and His church, I believe I am on the winning side." 
THE HEART IS HUNGRY, C. Allen, pp. 136-138.) 

2 Whi h S 1 d M T l . 
. c urv ve any ria ·s · 

v 32b "When it is grown;, is 
mind but that it would grow and it would survive!) 

--NOTE: that the kingdom would 
have small beginnings, it would grow prosper and 
eventually shelter those · who it. 



ravages or w1nu anu t ne 
would survive. 

the centuries God's kindgom has survived and 
prospered. Such growth makes it easy to forget the trials . 
endured. 

For example, the time King of kings ' 
fled for His very life into 

There-was the time when He stood before an earthl t King 
and listened to His own death pronouncement. 

whell'· laid down· His life and they 
thought they were taking it from Him! 

was the persecuted and 
scattered. 

There was the; t ime and the other apostles 
were s l ain. 

But of these crises could keep Jesus '. truth from 
marching on. It marched, not with of the -
sword, but with the power of the Lord. 

We often act as though we do not have time to wait on 
God's kingdom. We want everythtng done in a hurry, so 
we try to take care of it ourselves. Time belongs 
who does things in His own time . growth .of truth 
the kingdom may be slow, but it is certain!" (SPEAKING IN 
PARABLES, R. Allen, pp 22-23) 

3. Which Ha-swReached eUnbelteva-ble'FPr15perttons·, 
--vs. 32c "it is the greatest among herbs and becometh a 

tree ... 11 

--NOTE: "Christ's was a gallows-with only a handful 
of friends to mourn Hi s death. How could faith endure? 

very.truth it was 'less than the least of all seeds.' 
Jesus was sure i.t would survive and grow. Let it ! 
deep in the earth; it would germinate and find the sun! 1 

't be cast to the winds; it would gain lodgment in some 
obscure rock-crevice and there blossom! it be drowned·· 
in a sea of blood; red· carry to the soil of 
some strange shore! incredible optimi'sm--but history 
has supported His claim. The seed is now a 
plant overtopping all others in the garden. 11 (THE PARABLES 
OF JESUS, Butterick, p. 21) 

--ILLUS: i«,m-- the beginning of 
ministry those who bear his name have soared to more t han 
1,024,106,000 today. 

religious adherents in the world. 



bout two times as many followers as the next largest 
' faith (Muslem). was not teaching that 
ianity would conquer the whole world, 
that it would have a phenomenal growth that would reach 
unbelievable proportions--and it has! 

. 
II. THE PERMEATING Ki 
--Matthew 13:33 
--Matthew 13:33 Bible) "The Kingdom of Heaven can be 

compared to a woman bread. She takes a measure of 
flour and mixes in the yeast until it 'PERMEATS every part of 
the dough." 

--NOTE: The. optimism of Jesus was not based on a flamboyant 
display of power by the Kingdom of Heaven but rath 

on the quiet, unpretentious yet relentless and undeniable 
•influence it would have on millions of lives and countless 

civilizations through untold ages yet to come 
Begins From Within 

--NOTE: "This parable relates outwar 
increase which the kingdom is destined to undergo, but 

transformation which it will effect, which is no 
discernible by the physical senses, but by the moral sens1 

action of on the dough in which it is deposited 
is not so much to change its bulk as its condition, and the 
change is perceived, not by the eye, but by taste. 

works· from to and it works 
by the method of contagion. That is to say,- the parable 

that the kingdom of heaven first takes possession 
of the heart, the seat of life and then proceeds outwards, 
exercise sway over these respects the 

' L. 
kingdom differs -from the kingdoms of this world, which 
concern themselves chiefly with the outward life, and 
employ force, or laws with penalties annexed, to establisl 
their authority. 11 (PARABOLIC TEACHING OF CHRIST, Bruce 
p. 106) 

sets· regeneration, 
both in its first act, which can be but once, as the leaven 
is but once hidden; the 
HolyGhost, which, as the working of the leaven, is 
continual and progressive." OF OUR LORD, 
Trench, p. 44) . 



Quietly Yet Relentle ss ly 
--NOTE: "Leaven agency. So is the kingdom of 

God. Shrewd ears would be requ.ired to detect leaven 
busy at its task. No one overhears a · seed process of, 
germination. by have succumbed 
also to the noisy and the obtrusive . . Jesus His kingdal 
is like leaven. followers the 'salt of the earth,.' 
'the light of the world. "((He did not 'strive or cry aloud·,' 
nor did 'any one hear his in the 

.light, are _silent forces--as are all God's mightiest 
powers. stars do not chatter on their orbits 

of spting blow as they march with leafy 
banners down the furrowed fields. Human love 
deepest converse when the clums y tongue is s till • . 

comes not in the boisterous tumult of our doings, 
or in the fever of our excitements; still and know that 
I am God."' (THE OF JESUS, Butterick, pp. 22-23) 

3. About Moral and Sp,r:itual 
--vs. 3 3b "till the whole was leavened." 
--NOTE: "The k ingdom of God is a permeating -and-trans-

forming influence; 1t, conq uers life of·mankind as leaven 
subdues dough. 

works by contagio ·.'until the whole is leavened.' 
So does the kingdom of God. loving heart sets 
on fire.' When Jesus ·came from His wilderness of temp
tation to win the world to Goc;l, He began· that transcendent, 
task by talking. to men on a country road--"and they 
abode with him that day.' Later He chose twelve 'that 
might be with Hirn'; and lavished on them full 
that they in tum might spread the contagion of the kingdom. 

it came pass. Andrew .found Peter and 
Nathanael. not meet many people, but 'as many 
as touched Hirn were made whole.' That Divine•health 

hu penetrated who can tell? M_any 
do not name -His name implicitly confess His benign 

mastery.. Many who deny or forget Hirn live under freedoms 
that He has g_i ven. Hospitals, orphanages, homes for the 
ages, educational institutions, health care centers, 

' ian social concern are but a few vi sible tokens of His 
spreading influence. 
whole is leavened. 11 (THE PARABLES OF_ JESUS, Butterick , 



r 

--NOTE: is the destination of Christianity to pervade th1 
whole of society, and to influence in some way, and to 
certain effects, the whole human race. "'8ut it does 
follow the leavening process must in all cases be 
complete and thorough. 

said to them in effect: Ye sre"but leaven 
the bosom of the world, so small in bulk that men are 

scarcel,aware of your existence. But,- remember, a little 
leaven can leaven a large lump. undervalue 

your-importance as the leavened portion of the lump 
humanity, through which the rest is to be leavened. 

-- not, the future is ·yours:'tt is your Father's pleasure to 
give you in ample measure the kingdom.' I have 
and ordained you that ye should go and bring forth fruit." 
(PARABOLIC TEACHING OF CHRIST, Bruce, pp. 112-113) 

--Apply us take the encouragement that our Lord here 
offers. If we are adherents of unpopular causes, if we . 
have to I stand along with two or three 1 , do not let us cow 
heads, but measure·.forces. We can say,· 'They that be-w 
us are more than they that be with them. 1 have 
thiI?,g of the leaven in us, we are mightier than the lump 
dough. there is another point here, and that is the 
contact that is necessary between the leaven and the dou~ 

have to learn from the metaphor in the parable. 
dough is not kept on one shelf and the leaven on another; 
the bit of leaven is plunged into the heart of the mass, anc 
then the woman kneads the whole up in her pan, and so th 
influence is spread. We Christians are not doing our 
nor are we using our capacities, unless we fling ourselve, 
frankly and energetically into all the currents of life, and 
make our influence felt in them all. of the 

to be rubbed into the meat in order to keep it from 
leaven is to be kneaded up into the 

in order to raise it. Christian people are to remember tha1 
they are here, not for the purpose of isolating themselves 
but in order that they may touch life all points. 11 (EXPO: 
ITIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE ; Maclaren, pp. 246-247) 

--Matthew 24:14 this gospel 
a witness unto all nations; 

and shall the end come. 11 
. . 

, I 



Quietly Yet Relentlessly 
--NOTE: "Leaven is silent agency. So is the kingdom of 

God. Shrewd ears would be required to detect leaven 
busy at its task. No one overhears a seed in process 
germination. by bigness; we have succumbed 
also to the noisy and the obtrusive . . Jesus said His 
is like leaven. followers are: the 'salt of the earth,.' 
'the light of the world. did not 'strive or cry aloud·,' 
nor did 'any one hear his in the streets ) Leaven ; 
salt, light, are _silent forces--as are all God's mightiest 
powers. The stars do not chatter their orbits. 

of spring trumpets as they march with leafy 
banners down the furrowed fields. Human love holds 
deepest converse when the clumsy tongue is still, . 

comes not in the boisterous tumult of our doings, 
or in the fever our excitements; still and know that 
I am God."' (THE PARABLES OF JESUS, Butterick, pp. 22-23) 

3. Brings About Moral and Spir:itual Change 
--vs. 33b "till the whole was leavened." 
--NOTE: "The k ingdom of God is a permeating trans-

forming influence; 1t, conquers life of mankind as leaven 
subdues dough. 

Leaven works by .' until the whole i s leavened.' 
·So does the kingdom of God. loving he-art sets 
on fire.' When Jesus came from His wilderness of temp
tation to win the world to Goc;l, He began that transcendent, 
task by talking to men on a country road--"and they 
abode with him that day.' Later He chose twelve 'that 
might be with Him'; and lavi shed on them His full spirit, 
that they in tum might spread the contagion of the kingdom . 

it came to pass. Andrew .found Peter and Philip ·found 
Nathanael. Jesus.did not meet many people, but 'as many 
as touched Him were made whole.' That Divine· 
spreads. 

How far the··leaven penetrated who can tell? Many 
do not name His name implicitly confess His benign 

mastery .. Many who deny or forget Him live under freedoms 
that He has given. orphanages, homes for the 
ages, educational institutions, health care centers, 

social concern are but a few visible tokens of His 
spreading influence. the 
whole is leavened." (THE PARABLES OV JESUS, Butterick, 
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--NOTE: is the destination of Christianity to pervade thE 
whole of society, and to influence in some way, and to 
certain effects, the whole human race. it does 
follow that the leavening process must in all cases be 
complete and thorough. 

said to them in effect: Ye but a little leaven hie 
in the bosom of the world, so small in bulk that men are 

of your existence. But, remember, a little 
leaven can leaven a large lump. you undervalue 

, not your importance as the leavened portion of the lump of 
humanity, through which the rest is to be leavened. 
not, the future is yours:'it is your Father's pleasure to 
give you in ample measure the I have chosen 
and ordained you that ye should go and bring forth fruit. 11 

(PARABOLIC TEACHING OF CHRIST, Bruce, pp. 112-113) 
--Apply us take the encouragement that our Lord here 

offers. If we are adherents of unpopular causes, if we 
have to 'stand along with two or three' , do not let us coun 
heads, but measure·.forces. can say, that be 
us are more than they that be with them.' If we have any-. 
thing of the leaven in us, we are mightier than the lump 
dough. ·But there is another point here, and that i.s the 
contact that is necessary between the leaven and the doug 

We have to learn from the metaphor in the parable. 
dough is not kept on one shelf and the leaven on another; 
the bit of leaven is plunged into the heart of the mass, and 
then the woman kneads the whole up in her pan, and so th, 
influence is spread. We Christians are not doing our duty 
nor are we using our capacities, unless we fl ing 
frankly and energetically into all the currents f life and 
make our influence felt in them all. ·• salt of the 

to be rubbed ·into the meat in order to keep it from 
leaven is to be kneaded up into the doug 

in order to raise it. Christian people are to remember that 
are here, not for the purpose of isolating themselves, 

but in order that they may touch life all points. 11 (EXPOf 
ITIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE; Maclaren, pp. 246-247) 

--Matthew 24:14 this gospel of the 
all a witness unto all nations; 

and then shall the end come. 11 
' ' ' 



:II. TUE INFINITE WORTH OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN · 
13 :44-46 

--NOTE: of these · parables Jesus gives us his 
of the value of the of Heaven. The 

between these stories is that, while the merchant 
found the pearl after an earnest search, the finder of the 
buried treasure came upon his discovery unexpectedly , and 
as he went about his ordinary duties. But ·t~a s i'-S 
both is upon the supreme worth of the Kingdom. " 

Hidden-Treasure "Years ago a citizen 
Palestine, possessed of great wealth, heard that an army of 
invasion was marching upon his defenseless little nation. 
He at once set about the task of making his treasure secure. 
There being no bank which he might de posit 

wa s so often done in that day. He slipped out 
field, in the dead of night and buried it. The 
came ,· took him captive, carried him into exile, where he 
died with the secret of his buried treasure closely locked 
within his heart. Then the slow years slipped by till 
certain farmer is cultivating the very field where this 
treasure lies He is a poor man, far too· poor 
the field. He is only a renter. He has never managed to 
get on. wolf has always howled fairly close to his door. 
Life is a bit of treadmill for him. All his are rather dull 
and tame. He toils in a rather listless fashion, for 

days have largely killed is expectancy. 
has little hope for the dawn of a better tomorrow. 

Then one morning he rises to face the same routine that he 
has faced the day before. Once more he is out in the field , 
trudging his unexciting way behind his plow. 
he dreams of the possibility of it, he is on the threshold of a 
great discovery. for him is about to take on a new 
departure. something is going to happen that w ill bring 
him a thrill, joyous and exciting beyond his dreams. ·1 

his plow s crapes against something. · At first he 
thinks it is only a But looks and there is a shimmer - ~ 
ing mark upon a bit of metal. He looks to 

I 

find that this bit of metal is a part of a chest. · 
leos-ened the lid, for its fastenings have been weakened by 
the gnawing teeth of the years. his 
throat. Wtti'Pm!T1thr1'l!tll' lifts ·the loosened top a nd 
looks within. not dreaming , 



I 
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of treasure, gold and silver and precious jewels.. Then , 

·of his bewildering good fortune, he hides . tJ 
and hurries away to buy the field, regardless of 

cost. He knows that the wealth that he has discovered is 
fabulous that no price can possibly be too great for him to 

( 

pay in order to possess it. Thus does Jesus tell us of his 
estimate of the worth of the Kingdom of Heaven." (SERMOt 
FROM THE PARABLES, Chappell, pp. 48-50.) 

--Re late 'Pearl of Great Price" Story: (tell' story) ... 
the merchant sees the pearl he hurries away to char 

the pearls he already possess into gold. ,What does it mat 
that these pearls have been his pride! What does · matte1 
that they represent the toil of a lifetime! When he finds ,. 
uyer, he across the counter with 

as if they were so much rubbish. He seizes the gold . 
to the owner of the pearl of great price . When he 

t-pays for the pearl his pockets are as empty as the pocke:ts 
a for the pearl has cost him all that he had. 
goes away with his treasure in his hand and there is never 
backward look of regret. 

·• f I. Which Many Are Unaware 
--NOTE: How many had walked over the treasure hidden 11 

the field without the least idea of its presence or worth? 
many had given the pearl of great-price only a passing 

glance, never detecting its real worth? 
--ILLUS: Mr. Frank Dobie, of the University of Texas, w 

a book that has had a rather remarkable sale. It is 
It is a story of the search 

men have made for buried treasure, from generation to 
generation, in his own state. These quests have; in 
almost every case, been fruitless. Yet one success 
enough to hearten other seekers for centuries. 

ago, he a man with a disrep 
table pair of ponies and a rickety wagon drove up in fror 
of a poverty-stricken little shack where a widow lived 
with her grown son. am buying relics;' he said. "W-. 

to sell,' the widow told him. 'How 
oJ.? lead cannon ball?' he asked, as he pointed to an 
object lying on the ground. ·'Oh the boys found 
that a long time ago. The 

I wish to ·it, ' the answer. 
' said the ·man. 



The woman opened her eyes wide in surprise. ! 
And he counted out the money. 

he went out to the wood pile, got the ax, chopped 
the cannon ball open, a double handful of nugget ft"' 
fell out. a generous fellow and gave half of :1 

to the widow. She sold her part a few days dater for 
seven thousand dollars. What a thrill for one so poor 
herself ! The very story of her good fortune makes 
nerves ting le. But, somehow, when we speak of the 
treasures of the kingdom, we are strangely listless and 
uninterested 

--ILLUS: But the fact that we do not believe that the ,King
dom is treasure does not destroy the reality of its value. 
It only to rob us of the it. 
You re me mber how the South African diamond mines were 
discovered. It is said that man once rode by where 
some small boys were playing marbles. Their marbles 
were rather crude, as was natural in a new country. They 
were of their own finding. This man noticed that some of 
these marbles flashed in the sunlight as they rolled on the 
ground. He dismounted from his horse and examined them . 
He d i scovered that they were in part genuine diamonds. 
These boys were ignorantly and carelessly playing with 
jewels. But the fact that they regarded wealth as 
trifling did not make it worthless. It only robbed them of 
the privilege of fully possessing values that were already 
theirs and of gaining more. The Kingdom of Heaven i s a 
treasure of supreme value. If we believe it genuinely 
enough to possess it, happy are we. If we do not believe 
it, and let it slip carelessly through our fingers, it is 
still treasure. We have just failed to enrich ourselves 
by making it our own. 11 (SERMONS FROM THE PARABLES, 
Chappell, pp. 53-54 and 56-57) 

• Exceeds All We 
s . 44b and 4 6b 

--NOTE: "The climax in Jesus' stories of the man finding..tht, 
treasure and in the -merchant finding the pearl of 

great price is the eagerness with which each possessed 
their discoveries. Each, when made the 
'went and sold all that he hath. ' Each 

felt he because the 
treasure he was possessing was worth so much more than 

: 
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what he had to offer for it that he did not hesitate. 
.Jesus said the kingdom of heaven is like that. Once 

we see what it is worth to have God our hearts, to 
His spirit empower our lives, to follow His will, 

that no matter what the cost, we want God abov1 
and beyond all things else. We sometimes think 
religion in terms of sacrifice, duty and self-denials anc 
we decide the price is too high. we really -
glimpse the glory of God, the price we pay becomes not 
ing."(WHENTHE HEART IS HUNGRY, C. Allen, p. 19) 

3. Not Remove It From 
--Exegesis: (vss. 44c and 46c) The fie 

and the merchant bought the . Tho ·both were 
not beyond of these mer 

And you can possess the Kingdom of Heaven--its 
infinite worth does not remove it from your grasp I 
many treasures of this world are beyond your grasp the 
treasure of God's Kingdom with all the rlches and joy it 
brings is well within your reach today. 

--NOTE: ."Jesus likens finding God to two men. 
in the field and accidentally discovered buried 

treasure. The other was searching for a perfect pearl a1 
found it. Both had unsatisfied ·hungers. Th-eM· .is a 
:vast multitude of people with unsatisfied hungers. 

wis a hard,· experience. They may live 
gutters or in castles, it _matters not how little or how m1 
we have, if we fail to possess that which satisfies our 
deepest hungers. have become bitter and hopeles 
and find life not to be worth living. Some· have 
conquered by despair and have no heart and no reason tc 
keep on trying. 

In their se,arch for some went off on the 
wrong trails. Now they see· their wrongs, but upon 
memories is stamped forever the shame of a miserable 
past. They would like to but ·with the dirt 
on their souls, what is the use of trying? 
were dreams and stars· to move toward, 

i stars has faded .·and the dreams serve only to mock 
and torment . 

He doesn't forget. 
dissatisfaction into that persor 

heart and one moment, suddenly he sees God. 



who can forgive sins, who can take the pieces of a 
broken life and put them back together again, who can . 
give reason and purpose to living. 
His Son not to condemn but to save. like finding 

Joyously we possess it, no matter what 
the cost, and a new life becomes ours. We become so 
happy." (WHEN THE HEART IS HUNGRY, C. Allen, pp. 
17-18) 

THE OPTIMISM OF JESUS SPEAKS OF THE INFINITE WORT! 
OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. AND HE OFFERS IT TO 
YOU TODAY. 

ARE THE STORIES OF THESJ:: TWO MEN YOUR STORY? I 
YOU ARE DECENT AND RESPECTABLE, BUT THE QUESTION 
MUST PRESS ON YOU TODAY IS, "HAVE YOU BOUGHT THE 
HAVE YOU OBTAINED THE TREASURE? 11 

YOU SING OUT OF YOUR . OWN EXPERIENCE, 11 BLESSED · 
ASSURANCE, JESUS IS MINE?" HAVE YOU EVER TAKEN 
PLACE BESIDE THOMAS TO FALL AT THE MASTER'S FEET AND SAY, 
"MY LORD AND MY GOD"? NOT THE REASON IS THAT 
HAVE NOT BEEN WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE • 

ASKS YOUR SURRENDER. 
AND YOU WILL FIND THE PEARL 

IN :NO OTHER WAY. 

.-\ · 




