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_ STAYING OUT S BUSJNESS 

3cri pture : Matthew 13:3-8 & 18-23; 24-30 & 36- 4'3 ; 47-50 
Mark 4:2 6-29 

[NTRO: JESUS LOVED A GOOD STORY. AND HE TOLD QUITE 
HIMSELF! BUT WE HAVE ALMOST PUT A HALO AROUND 

rHEM AND LIFTED THEM OUT OF THE REACH OF THE AVERAGE 
?ERSON BY CALLING THEM "PARABLES . " 

THAT IS THE GREEK WORD T GOSPEL WRITERS USED TO 

I 

THEM -- "PARA-BOLA." BUT ALL IT MEANS IS "A GOODj 
3TORY WITH A SPIRITUAL MEANING! " 

SO I WOULD LIKE FOR US TO THINK OF THESE PARTICULAR 
rEACHINGS OF JESUS AS SOME GOOD STORIES HE TOLD. THEY 
WERE ALWAYS EXTEMPORANEOUS, DEALING WITH REAL LIFE 

REAL PEOPLE. 
STORY JESUS TOLD WAS MEANT TO EVOKE A RESPONSE, 

ALL FOR A VERDICT AND BRING ABOUT A CHANGE IN THE LIVES 
THE LISTENERS. 
HE USED THESE LITTLE STORIES TO ' 

TRUTH IN AND 
AND BY DOING DEALT WITH SOME REAL 

LIFE , INC LUDING GETTING INTO OTHER P..EOPLE 'S BUSINESS! 
CHRIST KNEW THERE IS ALWAYS THE GET INTO . 

30MEONE ELSE'S BUSINESS -- EVEN GOD'S AND 
THIS HAPPENS, WE USUALLY MESS UP THINGS, BOTH FOR 

AND GOD. SO IN FOUR OF HIS STORIES JESUS 
3UGGESTS THREE WAYS WE CAN STAY OUT OF GOD'S BUSINESS. 

: . BY STICKING TO OUR OWN BUSINESS - - (EVANGELIZATION) 
--NOTE: One of the best ways to stay out of someone else ' s 

bus iness i s to stick to our own business. Usually when we 
get involved in business that is none of our concern, i t is not 
because we have nothing to do but rather we are. letting it go 
undone ••. 

Jesus is saying, "You have plenty to do in sha ri ng your 
. fa ith (sowing tthe seed). And you need not get into my business 
of evaluating others 

--Matthew 13:3-8 story) 
--Apply : Key verse is 13:3 -- "A sower went forth to sow. " 

He did not go out as a soil conservation ag ent to test soil · 

but to sow the seed. This man was hired by the farmer to 
) 



plant seed. that is exactly what he did. He stuck to 
own business. The owner knew some parts of the field were 
better than other parts. But he did not assign the job of 
judging the soil to the sower. He assigned him only the task 
of planting seed. was the end of the sower's responsi
bility. 

we learn this truth, that our business is to sow the 
seed and when that is done our responsibility ends, much 
worry and anxiety we attach to God's work will become a 
of the past. And sharing our faith will become a delightful 
experience ! 
1. In The Face of Discouraging Response 
--NOTE: the sower is to do is to sow. It is beyona his 

power to make the seed grow. If all who witness were 
responsible for the effect of the gospel in the lives of 
others theirs would be a sorry plight indeed! 

To illustrate this, Jesus mentions three types of soil 
that hold little promise of response . 
(1) The Closed -- "Wayside" 
--vs. 4 & 19 

- OTE: "In any congregation you find a lot of 'wayside' 
people . For every question has been settled, 
they do not want to be disturbed by any fresh ideas or 
new growth." "We talk about "hardened sinners" but 
"hardened saints" are a lot harder." (C. Allen, p. 7 7 & 
78) 

--NOTE: "This type received the seed by the ear,· but no 
life ensues. The seed is on the surface but not in. 
We have here represented those hard-surfaced souls 
are destitute of spiritual perception. Such may be re
ligious and be regular at church but the truth received 
never fills the soul. The truth is 'trodden down' by the 
wheels of traffic and pleasure. It takes no hold becaus, 
the heart is like a the surface is hard and 
nothing can make impression on it. The seed cannot 
penetrate and germinate; therefore the 'birds', agencies 
of 'the wicked one' , snatch it away. " (Lockyer, p. 177 
& 178) 

--NOTE: They are like the man who, missing the point of 
Jes us' sermon, interrupted Him and said, "Master, 
speak to mv brother (he needs it), that he divide the 

inheritance with me." 



-Apply: This like a well traveled street"are ,j 
smooth and often they look quite present able. In life , 
they play their part. and streets also have names 
you must know them if you want t o get somewhere. And · 
there are a great many people whom you must know- · 
just as you must know these streets-if you want to get 
somewhere . But the fact is that seed cannot very well 
take root on a much-trave led a nd smooth-beaten path. 

A person who is only a path through which the daily 
traffic passes , who is no more than a busy street where 
people go rushing by hour after hour and where there is 
neve r a moment of rest, will hardly provide t he soil in 
which t he eternal seed can grow. PeopJe are 
always on the go are the most in danger. They a re 
poor busy eople ! Only a few patches of weeds sprout 
from t he cracks in t he path of the ir live s. Thi s is a ll 

1 that the Eternal when the traffic o f men is finally 
stilled." (Thi . , p .53 & 54) 

(2) The Emotional Mind-- "Stony Places" 
--vs. 5 & 20-21 

"Much of the land in Palestine was extremely 
rocky. The soil was rich, but it had no depth and 
though the gra in would spring up quickly and give 
promise of a fi ne harvest, when the hot sun o f t he 
summer began to beat down , it would wither. There 
are a lot of "stony soil" pe ople. They very enthus 
iastic and excited about their religion. " (C . Allen, p78) 

-- NOTE: hold of is only. superficial, and their 
fait h i s thin- s urfaced . Such people do not know wha t it 
is to be born again, of the incorruptible seed . 'The root 
of the matter' is not in them . Impressions are t ransi
tory , and when temptations and persecut ion arise, they 
quickly drop out." (Lockyer, p . 178) 

- NOTE: "Once a man got so enthus iast ic he said to 
Jesus , 'Lord, I wi ll follow thee whither soever thou 
goest.' Jesus could see he was onl y gushing with 
emotional feeling and was not prepared to pay the price . 
So the Lord 'Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
a ir have nests ; but the Son of man hath not _where to 
lay his head' (Luke 9:57-58) . The Lord was telling the 
man that t here is sacri fice involved. " (C. Allen, p. 79) 

--.6P£1y: 'We sometimes refer to certain people as ' relig
ious fanatics ' . But I had rather try to restrain a 



fanatic than to resurrect a corpse. If some new 
ual s t irring of your soul should bring a tear to your eye 
or a shout of praise to God in your voice, be glad . · 
religion always begins with our emotions. The tragedy 

when we let it end there." (C. Allen, p. 78& 79) 
(3) The Distracted Mind -- "Among Thorns" 
--vss. 7 & 22 
--NOTE: "There are a lot of fine and capable people 

represented here. They receive the word of God, and 
they earnestly desire to serve God. But then they take 
on so many other interests that gradually God is 
choked out . " (C. Allen, p. 80) 

--NOTE: "The truth takes hold , but the hold is disputed 
by a trio of antagonists . 

The C a es of This Wo d . An anxious, unrelaxing 
attention to the business of this present life chokes 
the seed . A score of interests, legitimate in their 
place , are allowed to dominate one's life, with 
religion a s j ust another department of the already 
highly departmental life . Pre-occupied professed 
Christians permit spiritual impressions to come to 
nothing because of their submission to dissipating 
influences . 
The Deceitfulness of Riches. Christ did not say 
wealthy Christians bear no fruit but that those 
deceived and distracted by riches would bear no 
fruit. Christ does not say the divided heart has no 
religion, but that it is a dwarfed, stunted, feeble 
religion . 
The Lusts of Other Thi gs . Mark 4: 19 . This phrase 
may be translated as pleasures of this life . ' 
Enjoyments, innocent themselves, in which worldl 
prosperity enables one to indulge, smother the seed. 
So much of time is taken up for pleasure that only 
the dregs remain for spiritual things." (Lockyer, 
p . 1 78) 

--Apply: "To be is to be forearmed. 11 And 
knowing that, even tho much of the seed you sow 
will bear little or no fruit you are yet to stick to 
your own business of seed sowing and, leave the rest 
up to 

. 2. In The Knowledge That Some Respond / 

• _ o 



--Gal. 6:9b "In due season we shall reap if we faint not!" 

BY TRUSTING THE HOLY SPIRIT TO DO HIS BUSINESS -- (Salva
tion and Sa.nctification) 

--Ex egesis: There were those who wanted to 
a ccelerate the Kingdom's progre ss by direct They 
wanted instant success. Jesus gently rebuked these eager and 
impatient souls in the form of a little story . 

--Mark 4:26-29 (Read and overview) 
--NOTE: This man could not make the rain fa 11, the sun shine or. 

control the laws of germination . But he could plant the seed 
and leave rest to God! Stage by stage, quietly, but 
irre s istib ly; the s e ed grows to harvest . 

Christ says, "Patience! " the i ssue to God. The 
seed has been sown, a new div ine e nergy has been re le ased, _r,-: 
now stand to t he s ide and trust the Holy Spirit to do his worV ) 

. SalvaUon 
--NOTE: The "seed" ·s the word of God . It has within it the 

latent power to save. And when it .is received into the fertile 
soil of a man ' s life the business of the Holy Spirit is to make 
this seed burst forth into life! Only He can do that -- we 
c annot. b> E.lO 

And so in Christ's story the man wfio planted the s e ed" c an do 
no more now, but wait and watch. Going about the customary 
routine, he contentedly sleeps and rises, no attempt to 
hasten the growth of the seed which he has left to the natural 
operation of forces hidden in the soil,. " (Lockyer, p. 2 53) 

--NOTE: 

. p 
--Mark 4:28 
--Exegesis: "The phrase, "of herself" or "of implies 

and is a word only here Acts 12:10 
where t he city gate opened of its' own accord . In the 
original, the word is from which we have auto
matic. Uninterruptedly , the Holy Spirit continues His 
activities, eve n as the forces of nature go on automatically 
(Lockyer, p. 253) 

-NOTE: are three lessons on growth 
(1) Growth goes on eve.n t hough we "know not how" (27b) 
(2) Growth is a process t hat takes time -- fi rst the bla de -

then the ear and the he fall c orn . (28b) 
(3) Growth is the end result of a maturing process and 

be governed by clock or c alendar (29). 
lill£!Y: "Are we not in dange r of wanting to see results too 
qui ckly from our sowing ? We are dange r of doing 
what some of us did when we were children, when we were 
given a little plot of garden. We dug it and got the soil 
ready; we planted our seed s , and in a week or two we were 

ldiggin g them up to see how they were getting on! We are 
very much given to digging up what we have planted , instea 
of re sting content to s catter the s eed , and le a ve it to the 

1 forces of God to bring in the harve st." (Morgan , p . 167) 
"We may apply it to individual life. o not be impatient 

bout }'our own life. I know it is almost a thing 
to say because some people are careless. On the other 
hand I meet so many people who are impatient with them
selves when God is patient with them. Do not forget , first 

and if that i s there , is the re ; and · f life is 
the re, there ~s the promi se of growth and d evelopment. Do 
not be impatient. Do not dig the blade up to see what is 
happening. Leave it alone. and that proves 

but it is God who gives the the is happening, and we longer, and 
increase. not say there is the f co in the ear. Let us see to it we do not 
that man has nothing to do, reveals the poi.j)t at which hinder , but yJ eld ourselves to the work of t he Holy Spirit 
roan' s doing must cease, and in which he must trust the Holy Whose business is to work the mirac le of salvation and to 

to do his business. Man can be!p oc biodec Man helps give t he process of sanctifi cation. Let us for the full 
.. e ar , and the richne ss of the harve st." 168) 

Man hinder. Inter-
may be destructive." .An attempt to force a decision canm. BY THE ANGELS TO O THEIR BUSINESS-/-l(Separat-

unlodg e the seed sown and abort the entire process. (Morgan ion) 
p. 166-167) -- NOTE: There is ever present the temptation ·for good people to 



sit in judgment on others -- To attempt to determine who 
"saved" and who is "lost". And then to set out on the task 
of separating the "tares from the wheat" or the "bad fis h from 
the good". Christ declares that this is the business of his 
Angels at the end of time and thus is none of our concern today 
or then! He does so in two simple stories 

--Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 (Tares and Wheat) (read and 
--Matthew 13:4 7-50 (Dragne ) and overv:iew) 
--NOTE: Both parables show the good and the bad and both 

present the business of separating the good from bad 
belonging to Angels only. 

--NOTE: "There is a plant in the East called damel, and in the 
early stages of growth not even the most qualified farmer is 
able to d iscem the difference between it and real wheat . It 
looks exactly like the good seed as it sprouts; its foliage is 
the same. But when it is full grown it reveals itself; it is 
empty, only a husk. It produces no wheat. The rabbis in 
Jesus' day called "perverted wheat"--that is, something that 
looks good but is of no value. 

Ap earances are often aeceitful. 

the uprooting of the wheat is an evil when it happens during the 
process of growth. When that process is complete no harm 
be done, the time for uprooting or cutting down having arrived . 
the doctrine of the parable therefore is· 

not that the tares be got rid of, bu tha.t the 
pass through the natural course of development t i ll the 

process of growth reach its consummation) If both ends cannot 
be accomplished" together , beware of the more 
important to the less important." (Alexander Balmain Bruce, 

• 58) 
-Apply: "Ih pursuing the policy of impatience, the wheat does I itself much spiritual harm. The policy tends to foster pride and 

uncharitableness, and so prevents the wheat from ripening, or 
causes to degenerate into something not better than tares ,, 
whose fruit is poisonous. The of the kingdom become 
too conscious of being the wheat, boast of their purity, thank.. 

they are better than others, and by doi ng so make them-



selves worse, banish from their hearts the spirit of Christ, and 
bring on their souls the curse of impoverishment and barrennesi 
How t he harm done by the mere juxtaposition of t he tares 
to that whic h self-righteous zealots thus inflict upon 
(Alexander Balmain Bruce , p. 61) 
ILLUS: "When Socrates was asked to pass judgment he said, 
' He who takes only a few things into account finds it easy to 
pass judgment.' God will take care of His business in good 
time , and we will know the wheat from the ta re s. 

But it · s hai:d sometimes for reformers to wait. Waiting is 
suc h a desolate business. Why does God put up with t his 
mess?- we Why doesn't He do something about it now· 

About t en years ago a warehouse burned to the ground. 
Invest igation revealed that as a result of reckless d riving, a 

1de liveryman lost two or three sacks of feed valued at about 

I fifteen or twenty dollars. To cover the loss, he waited until 
dark and then burned down the entire warehouse so t ha t no 
one would miss the two or three bushels he had lost. 

Many 9ry '' bum the barn' today. When a few souls are lost 
we want to get rid of the whole lot. It isn ' t easy to wait on thE 
judgment of God. But God i s in a better position to handle the 

I matter. We have emotions that ebb and flow, convictions that 
can be changed by affection and love. It i s much easie r for us 
to discriminate aga inst o ur enemy than against our friend. But 
God's jus tice is unchangeable . 

The Lord has said, ' The judgment is coming and t he judgmer 
. w ill reveal.' The angel of God has discerning eyes and can 
t ell t he wheat the tares . Truth will not be c hoked out; 
it w ill prevail. ti then, can be remade; empty souls 
c an be filled . God is willing to wait. God is willing to chang 
the imperfect into perfect, and that can ha en onl,y_throu h 
_!!is amazing grace ." (R. Ear p . 70-71 

ON: AND THAT GRACE IS OFFERED TO US TODAY. 
IF WE HAVE NEGLECTED OUR BUSINESS OF PLANTING THE 

EED OR DRAWING THE NET- -HIS GRACE RECLAIMS US 
NTO A LIFE OF PRODUCTIVE SERVICE . 

IF HAVE IMPATIENT WITH THE WORK OF THE HOLY 
PIRIT OR HAVE OF ANGELS, BY GRACE OF GOD W 
AN GET OUT OF HIS BUSINESS AND BACK TO OUR OWN. 

(Appeal to a llow the Holy Spiri t to do His work in your life ... ) 
. . ,, 

.:rS' 



OUT OF GOD'S BUSINESS /J1J,fd.#(t./tJ f 
USED: FBC, San Angelo, Tex., 6-1-75, A.M · , 

I , ~.J 
~~J.tt'),'. 

I 




