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IMPROMPTU PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE: MATTHEW 11:25-26 : 

INTRO: MOST OF US ADMIT THAT OUR DAYS ARE RAD
ICALLY UNEQUAL. ON SOME DAYS WE ACCOMPLISH 
MORE OR UNDERSTAND MORE THAN WE UNDERSTAND 
OR ACCOMPLISH IN SEVERAL WEEKS, AND UNDER LESS 
FAVORABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THERE ARE DULL DAYS WHEN WE FIND IT VERY DIF
FICULT TO LEARN OR TO ACCOMPLISH MUCH. THEN 
THERE ARE OTHER DAYS WHICH RUFUS JONES LOVED TO 
CALL DAYS OF "HIGH VISIBILITY. 11 WE LEARN QUICKLY 
AND EASILY. WE ACCOMPLISH MORE WE SET OUT 
TO. 

THESE DAYS OF "HIGH VISIBILITY" MAY WELL BE EX
PLAINED BY THE MANY LITTLE IMPROMPTU PRAYERS WE 
OFFER THROUGHOUT THE DAY, ALMOST WITHOUT OUR 
BEING AWARE OF THEM. 

EIRST RECORDED PRAYER OF JESUS IS JUST SUCH 
AN IMPROMPTU PRAYER--PERHAPS ONLY ONE OF MANY, 
BUT LEAST IT WAS RECORDED, BOTH BY MATTHEW 
AND LUKE. 

BUT AS BRIEF AND "OFF-THE-CUFF" AS THIS PRAYER 
MAY BE IT TEACHES US THREE GREAT LESSONS ABOUT 
PRAYER AND GOD. 

I. THE SPONTANEITY OF 
--Matt. 11: 2 Sa 
--(Phillips) "At this same time Jesus said" 
--(Living Bible) "And Jesus prayed this prayer 11 

--NOTE: Jes us turns from upbraiding the cities that had 
rejected him, prays to his Father , and again speaks to 
the multitudes. To Jesus, prayer is conversation with 
the Father that can and ought to be injected many times 
into the routine of the day. 

George Buttrick his book entitled Prayer says , "We 
cannot separate his praying from his life ... He prayed in 



the routine day. 
--NOTE: Elton Trueblood po ints out t hat there is no 
pious w 'nd-up, but t he simple "I t hank thee, Father. 11 

Chri st did not feel it necessary to add adjectives. If 
God is our "Father, 11 t hat i s sufficient. 

Bishop Cushman says, 'There i s no 'let us pray ' pre
liminary! Jesus seems to burst forth in prayer to hi s 
Father. So real and simple is thi s conversation between 
t he Son a nd t he Father t hat one hardly knows where t he 
pra yer e nd s and convers ation with the Sevent y begins ." 
(The Lord's Prayers, p. 79) 
APPLY: ':When s hall we pray ?" we may a s k. Th is im
promptu prayer of Jesus replys , " a t any time". (Buttric k) 
"God is not bound by occasions and seasons, and 
praye r i s sponta ne ous like a ny friendship . (Prayer, p. 55} 

The time for daily prayer is not dictated by the clock 
but by the needs and events that c ome our way. Our 
waking hours should be punctuated by s pontaneous 
prayers . For instance t he sheer delight at the sight of 
a n ocean, or the sense of gratitude music or 
for a friend 's ) s hould become an instant prayer. 

m ath for a i when news comes of hi s mi s-
fortune should find immediate express ion in prayer . A 

should prompt prayer for journeying mercies. Each 
new task, each sudden and tin o s y 
should have its corresponding and undelayed prayer . 

is what Jesus had i mind when "He spak e a 
parable unto them to end , t hat men o ught ALWAYS 
TO PRAY, and not to fa int." (Luke 18:1) 
--ILL US: Two choice which I have for im
promptu prayer each morning are t hos e few mome nts right 
after I wake up and before I ge t out of bed a nd the 1 O 
minutes it takes to drive from the parsonage t o the 
church off ic e ... 
--NOTE: One reason we feel free to talk with God any
where and anytime is because he i s suc h a personal 
being who wants us to relate to him on a personal basis. 

Part of the glory of this short prayer of Jesus is that 
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Christ addresses God by using the singular form of the 
pronoun of t he second person . He says "I thank thee . 11 

The point to stress is that Christ's relationship to the 
Father i s immediate a nd We may use the third 
person to refer to one who is absent , whom we ta lk 
about but we cannot reasonably use the second person 
except in addressing someone directly . 

We sometimes miss the shift from t he third person 
the second in the best loved of all of the Psalms , the 

23rd . The Shepherd Psalm begins by repeated reference 
to God as "he," so that we expect t his practice to c on 
tinue throughout the Psalm. · We are for such 
an expression He restoreth my soul, " we are more 
grateful still when t he radical shift occurs. In the 
depths of the Psalm , even the reference to God as "he " 
is no longer adequate, for we move over to _a direct con

"Yea, though I walk through the valley of 

I the shadow of death, I w ill fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff t hey co mfort me. Thou 
preparest a before me in t he presence of mine 
enemies. There are no greater word s in the entire 
vocabulary of firsthand religion than these modest pro
nouns: thou, thy and thee. 

When Christ prayed 11 I thank thee , 11 He was assert
ing the noblest of truths , the truth that the heart of re
ligious experience is not a speculation about God, nor 
the reflection of what others may s ay, but direct con 
frontation with The employment of the second per
son is one way of making sure that prayer is not a dis
guised public s peech , primarily addre s s ed to the list en
ing human a udience If humans desire to sten, they 
may do no harm , but the prayer, when real, i.s never 
addres s ed t o them . (Trueblood, pp. 84- 85) 

Thomas Edison said, "A pe rsona l Go d means 
absolutely nothing to me . .. I d on't in the 
of the the ologians, but that there is a Supreme In
telligence I d o not doubt. 11 .That good , but 
what he meant was that he did not be lie ve in the God 
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of Jesus Christ-- t o be addressed 
in personal terms , who has a personal concern in our 
need s and who invites us to talk with him through the 
spontaneity of prayer anytime, day or night . 

II. THE OF GOD 
--Matt. ll:25b & c 
--NOTE: Christ is saying that God had given the 
cities of Bethsaida and Capernaum the same 
fa ir chance he had given the lesse r informed (11 babe s 11 ) 

All had had equal opportunity to hear and receive the 
message of Chri st's Kingdom. Some had rejected it and 
others accepted it , but God was fair to a 11. 
1 . Is Seen In His Universal Offer of Salvation 

1--Matt. 11: 2 5 11 I thank thee, 0 Fat her. .. 11 

- -NOTE: He lift u His solemn thanks ivin to God, 
for the woes that had fallen on Oh no! For 
the bl inding of the wise and prudent ? Oh no! For the 
revelation to babes? Yes , and not only for th at , but 
for t hat full and unive rs a l offer of s alvation. 

he Gospel addresses itself to all men. It is broad 
and universal . It speaks no dialect of a province, but 
the universa l language. It is addressed to Man as Man . 

Death and the Gospel know no ranks . In both, the 
rich and the poor meet together, the Lord is the Maker 
of them all. (Maclaren, pp. 148 & 150). 
--Reason alone is not enough: "The babes are the 
'little people, 11 t he humble and receptive. Man does 
not discover God, but God reveals himself to those 
who trust h im. 11 (The Bro ad man Bible Commentary, 
Vol.8 , p . 144). 

The and intelligent are filled with their own 
wise and learned ideas, and thus God, finding them 
filled and satisfied with what they have, can give the m 
nothing. The infants, however, are those wba 
e verything and realize t heir emptiness. They are the 
poor that and 
5:3-6; 18:3; Phil. 3:8. Having nothing, God can fill 
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them with everything . (Interpretation of St s 
Gospel, pp. 450-451) 

so esus says in verse 27 "All things are de 
livered unto me of my ·Father: and no man knoweth the 
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will re
veal him." To understand and accept Christ ' s offer 
of salvation we must be "babes ." This expression doe s 
not refer so much to being innocent, a s to being re 
liant on a higher power, being self -distrustful and 
willing to obey. 

So, why does God reveal his Kingdom to babes ? 
The babe is the representative of the receptive spirit. 
Its characteristic is trust, openness to impression, and 
freedo rom prejudice. Childlike men be power
ful in intellect and capable of a bold initiative quite as 
much as those of a contrary character, but they pos 
sess, above all, the capacity of surrendering them
selves to an influence outside of them , and letting it 
work its effects upon them unhindered by theory or 
questioning. 

To reveal to babes harmonizes with God's character 
as a Father, and it. A father ' s heart i s 
not attracted to the brilliance or power in his family, 
but to the want. The open, clinging heart appea ls to 
him. Thi s is the advantage of the ba be over the wise 
and understanding. 

It glorifies God as Lord of heaven and earth to re
veal to babes. Had God shown a preference for the 
elevated, had He touched mainly the hill-tops, w ha t 
an impoverishing of the world it would have been! It 
shows His desire to reveal as much as possible, and 
to as many as possible. (The Sermon Outline Bible, 
pp. 260-261.) 

A Word of Caution: We must be careful t o see 
clearly what Jesus meant here. He is very far from . 
.caoderooiog iote])ectJial power; He is condemning 
is intellectual pride. As Plummer ha s it, 
heart , not the head , is the home of the gospel." ..11.. 

- 5-



i s not cleverness which shuts out; it is pride. It is 
,not stupidity which admits: it is humility. Jesus is 
not connecting ignorance and faith; conn ecting 
lowliness and faith. man may be as wise a s Solo

but if he has not the simplicity, the trust, the 
innocence of the childlike heart, he has shut himself 
out. (The Gospel of Matthew, Vol. 2, p. 15) 
--APPLY: so Jesus , expressing the fairness 
,God followin the ra er turns to the multitude and 
says (vs. "Come unto me, ALL ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." But this 
"re st" will never be discovered or experienced through 
mere reason alone. 
2. Is Expressed In His Care for His Children 
--Matt. ll:25a "At that time Jesus answered and said, 
I thank thee, 0 FATHER. 
--EXEGESIS:" " do me n t ere 1 s 

It means j ust one thing: that the 
and Sustainer of the Universe is at least as solicitous 
for our welfare as a good parent is for that of a child, 
e ven when the child is undeservin . -God may 

than this, and undoub edly is mo 
but the bas· conviction o 

Christ, as shown by the openin f His prayer, is 
, even of 

an earthly father, is not he is strong or resource
ful or creative but that he cares . It follows that, 

he may be jus t, he is never vindictive, and 
that, );hough he may be f irm, he is never hateful. His 

i or power, 
but always for the welfare of those for whom he cares. 

That Christ, in this brief prayer, should address 
God as Father is significant, but not surprising. What 
is surprising is the way in which He brings together, 
in a single context, two aspects of the divine nature 
which often seemed to be sharply contrasted or 
even mutually incompatible. As soon as He a_ddressed 
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God as Father, He immediately goes on to address 
Him as "Lord of heaven and earth." The two aspects 
represent totally different mood s . The one is intimate, 
close, affectionate , b ut the other involves awe and 
wonder. In Christ's prayer, the glorious fact is that 
the two a re brought togethe r and held toget her . 

How could God, who made the sidereal universe , 
also care for a poor laborer in Tokyo or in Berlin or 
in Cairo ? We have it on the authority of Christ t hat 
God i s both Fa ther of our s pirit s a nd Lord o f heaven 
and earth , and for many of us that i s the place to be
gin. After all, we have to begin somewhere! The 
Christian is one who begins with Christ . We accept 
the stupendous truth because He believed it and made 
it the basis of Hi s praying. 

The kind of religion which comes from the frank 
acceptance of the central paradox of God I s Being i s 
intensely practical. There is no incompatibility 
all between being an honest re searcher and being a 
follower of Christ, who said, ''Whoever does· not re 
ceive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter 
it" (Mark 10:15) The good astronomer is concerned 
not only with what is revealed at the big end of the 
telescope, but also with what exists at the small end, 
and, if he tries to be a Christian, he realizes that 
God cares about both. 

All that is implied in Christ I s use of 11 Father11 in 
His prayer is made specific when He te lls a bout t he 
ma rvelou s inclus iveness of the Father's care. It in-

,. " 
eludes the brute creation, and it also includes our-
selves. (The Lord ' s Prayers , pp. 80-83.) The fair
ness of God is expressed in his care for His children. 
3. Evokes a Spirit of 
--Matt. 11:25 11 I THANK t hee . 11 

--Note: A significant point to be made about the firs t 
recorded prayer of Christ is that its mood is the mood 
of thanks . Thanksgiving is the most generous and 

- 7-



gracious element in prayer and has always been im
portant when the followers of Christ have stayed close 

to Hi s example. 
In a famous passage of A Serious Call, Wi lliam 

Law has taught us how purifying gratitude is. Here i s 
the paragraph: 

If anyone would tell you the shortest, surest way to all 
happiness and all perfection, he must tell you to make 
a rule to yourself to thank and praise God for every
thing that happens certain that :whatever 

... to you you thank and 
praise God for it turn it into a blessing. If you 
could work miracles, therefore , you could not do more 

than by thi s thank ful spirit. It heals and 
turns all that it touches into happiness. 

Why the attitude of thanks is so healing: "Your attention 
then is directed away from yourself--your needs, your 
problems, your sins, and all the rest whi ch is you --and 
outward toward God." Lord's Prayers, pp. 92-92). 
--APPLY: "I praise Thee, 0 Father." Are you d iscouraged? 
Have you felt as though the people you are trying to reach 
are hopeless, always perplex ed , a lways criticising, 
always impenitent? Pause then and worship! Make your 
difficulty the occasion of your thanksgiving. (The Gospel 
According to Matthew, p . 120) . 

III. THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE FATHER'S WILL 
--Matt. 11 :26 "Eve n so, Father: for so it s eemed good 
in thy sight." 
--EXEGESIS: Surely Jesus was disappointed that the cities 
of Bethsaida and Capemaum had not responded 
to his ministry. He poured his heart out to these cities 
only to be met with cold and impenitent respons e . It 
wasn't an easy thing for Jesus to accept. And yet he 
said, "Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy 
sight." 
--NOTE: Jesus asked nothing for himself, neither com
fort nor refuge nor He worshiped the Father's Will. 
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He did not ask even for continued earthly life . His 
longings were all lo st in the longing for "in 
whose will is our peace." 

What did he "get out of it? That is a favorite, but 
a shabby question. ..lfl'orthyzmen o of sk of 
•J.ffe, c t rn o my am c:..' ' That advertisement 
that used to stand at the outskirts of a little ci ty on a 
certain lake , "See our million dollar sunsets," was a 
mild sacrilege. Fortunately the dollar sign can never be 
written on a sunset. When roan says in effect. 
my million prayers," with instances given of how 
prayer has granted him almost anything he craves, we 
shall be wise to avoid him by a wide detour. To "use " 
a friendshi is to abuse it--and to lose it. What did 
Jesus "get out of" prayer? The answer might be, 
"Calvary!"(Prayer, p . 37) 

He was "despised and rejected of men." "He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities . " (Isa. 53:3a & Sa). But sti ll he accepted 
the Father's will! 
--APPLY: Some tra gedy comes crashing into our lives. 
Our whole world s e ems to be colla p sing all around us. 
We a re so sho cked by the sudden invasion of the un
expected that our minds are at first paralyzed. Then 
slowly by degrees it awakens and we begin to see reasons 
--merciful, satisfying reasons--why God allowed these 
things to enter our lives. And as the reasons become 
clearer our began as a complaint turns into 
praise thanksgiving. And with our Lord we find 
strength to pray "Even so, Father: for so it seemed good 
in thy sight." 

CON: The late Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse of Philadelphia 
was preaching in a church where the pastor's wife wa s 
scheduled to have a baby. One evening the service started 
without the pastor. Dr. Barnhouse assumed he was at 
the hospital. 
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Midway in Dr. Barnhouse' s t he 
t ered behind the pulp it. Dr . Barnhouse a nd the congre
gation smiled at him, thinking everything was going well. 
But the pastor did not smile back. 

When Dr. Barnhouse concluded, the pastor asked to 
talk to him. They went to a quiet place and the pastor 
blurted out , "My wife ha s given birth to a mongoloid 
child . She doesn't know yet and I don't know how to 
t ell her . 11 

Dr. Barnhouse talked with the g r:ieving pastor sev 
e ral minute s, then s a id, 11 God has a purpose for you and 
your wi fe in this . He has given you this child to love . 
Tell her, 'God has blessed us with a mongoloid child, ' 
and assure her of God ' s love . " 

The pastor hurried back to the hospital and talke d 
with his wife. It was hard for both to understand and ac
cept, but they ma na ged . (Ma tt . 11 :26) 

The switchboard was close to their room. The pastor 
and his wife did not know that the switchboard operator 
wa s listening in . She was a skeptical person , frank ly 
critical o f Chr istianity . The of the pastor' s wife 
astounded her. 

The following Sunday the switchboard operator (she 
knew every employee of the hospital) a nd seventy nurses 
attended the min ister 's churc h. When he gave the in 

to accept Christ , over two dozen of the nurses 
came forward . (A Dictionary of Illus t ra tions , p. 13) 

That pastor and hi.s wife later said that as t hey 
cared for their mongolo.id child their capacity to love 
reached dimens ions they never dre amed of. Doors were 
opened to minister' to grieving parents of handicapped 
c hildren that othe rwise would never have been opened . 

They had the faith and Christian grace to a c c ept t he 
Father's will and to pray, " ather: for so it 
seemed good in thy sight." 

--
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