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THE SINNER'S FRIEND :ZIV,VPT S,+'(t , _ 
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Many a true word is spoken in jest. has been 
unwitti g y: ai sinister i s o malice o here · i o e · de t th in 
this story about o Lor . Enemies of our L rd Jesus Christ sought to brand Him with 
infamy -- hold Him up to derision -- hand His name down to everlasting scorn. What 
short-sighted mortals they were. Their "scandal" but published His reputation. What they 
designed to be a stigma has proven to be a fascination which wins the heart an 
enchants the soul of the ungodly. at His e11emies said i itter spleen_..._been 

ed to a most ious accoun b he 
in ers." 

When I first started preaching a half-century ago, an old Alabama preacher gave 
me the idea for the development of this sermon. There are at least five ways in which 
Jesus Christ has proven Himself to be the friend of sinners. Our Lord proved Himself 
to be the friend of sinners: 

111.d; , I: 3, S-+b) 
n you read ffie IO of His earthly line__age, · s reputed pedigree, you 

iscover several astonishing facts There are very few women mentioned. Out of the 
three who are mentioned, one, at>, was a harlot, a prostitute. The other two, amar 
and athsheba, were immoral. hese e the ancestors of the son of Macy?!! One has 
to wonder y the Heavenly Father chose to identify these three of questionable 
character. erlla s i is to state succinctly and clearly that Jesu , even before He was 
born, identified with tlie lost inners He, came to save. 
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What better proof could we possibly have than the incarnation when ---a societJ of clie tiim and mphi.m to lie Jn the manger and ome e associate o 
e men? Consider, He was oom of a sinner. Tlie Catholic churcfi holds to th-e 

doctrine of "The Immaculate Conception." Many non-Catholics and Catholics alike think 
this refers to the immaculate conception of Jesus -- not so. In Catholic teaching it refers 
to tht,NITllWthat Mary was immaculately conceived. This is an idea that developed 
centuries after the Bible was written. It is never hinted at in the Word of God. In fact, 
in the "Magnificat," that beautiful prayer of praise by Mary after she learned that she 
was to give birth to the Messiah, she said, "My soul doth magnify G m Savior" 
(emphasis mine). On y sinners need a savio . Jesus was born of a woman w o probably 
was the finest person who ever lived, and yet, b. · ffia s smne cl 
needed a savior. had a sinner as His reputed fame -- and He toolc e v.ecy es.h 
of sinners upon Himself 

l~ ~~~.IJl,~~,,,1/1~ 

J" .JL. 11 .. 17 ~., . , During His Life . _ .L ' --q ~ ,,,.,,8'~, ~ 
.-r..;:;;;uuP~ •;......; .. • .... ..,., _ _ , ~." 7};1:s /11.+N Nece,VI~ 

His association with tlie least an<i e lost of His clay confirmed His ellowsffip 
ith all of us. We do not fmd Him standing at a distance issuing orders. He moves 1 

among them like a good workman standing over his work. He is not the kind to write 
out a prescription and send it by the hand of another. He comes right to the home of 
the sick and the dead and performs His ministry. 

So of us like to help the needy and the down-trodden, but always at a 
distance. We write a check. We s nd a mo e order. We appoint someone ls ~ --'?-

the task. -ck-~ ~ ~ , · ~~~,.;..a. ~ ,, ~) 
_ . He goes down to the very miry clay to lift fallen men and women. / 11 ' 

He not only went among them -- but sought them ·' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ · ·· 
What about , e man at e well? e was astonished that He would even talk 

to her. But He not only talked to her, He won her to a wonderful faith in Himself and 
she became one of the finest Christian missionaries. 

What about at rri le tax collector, Zacchaeus -- grinding the noses of the 
poor -- creating difficulty, terrible financial burdens upon his own people? Yet Jesus 
said to people like Zacchaeus, "Come unto Me all you who labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest." 

I would have loved to have seen Jesus and heard Him preach when He talked 
about the three lost things: a lost coin, a lost sheep, and a lost boy. iE¥ p in 

e - three stories em has~s his identity wi and c.ompassio for sinners. 
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Bi 1 y e was numbered :wi tlie transgresso . According to Isaiah 
53, God's sword was drawn to smite the world of sinners down to hell. Yet, in some 
inscrutable way, Jesus Christ at His death took upon Himself our guilt and our wrong. 
The Scripture says that Jesus '1.tiecame sin" for us ( Cor. 5:21). That is an interesting 
statement. It does not say He took our sins. It says H /Jecttme' sin. urely wlien _ 
flied upon the cr-oss, . ,e see the bsolute epitome of real se~ a~ge o e. Paul says, 
'llerein is love that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). 

II • A1l~:tb ~ w~"*' r~.,, 
"-' ,_ ~~~,, W-e a..41. 

JJ.fr ~ ~ ~'I 

fiat is 'st doing now? Accoraing to Hebrews 7:25, " herefore He is able 
also to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He ever 
lives to make intercession for them" (NKJV). fiat a wonderful '1hing to know tha 
Jesus, fii-e d of sinne , i still exercising mat frien<lship ministry on our behalf 
· n intercessio to the Fath r. 

When we think of everything Jesus did ore His 6irth, t His birth, auring His 
iie, a · s aeafh, and afte · death to identify with us, it is no wonder that we love 

to sing: 
"What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer!" 



Brian's Lines 5 March/ April, 1995 

JI}1l]::]?,,~;'~ij~!!!-i'~T·;: 
:/\/!fit::::::: tiff !:!ft:?? ························ ·········-·-·······-·-·.·-·-·-·.·.·-·- ::::::: :::::::::::::\}! 

As the undershepherd of the church, one of 
our primary tasks is to motivate the people of God 
to do the work of God. How do we motivate 
others? Motivation which lasts for the long tenn and 
which has integrity, usually includes the following 
elements. 

Element # 1 is EXPLANATION: To 
influence others we have to explain at least these 
three things. First, we have to clearly explain what 
needs to be done. Then, we have to reassure the 
others that, if they are willing to try, they really can 
do what we have asked them to do. Then, we must 
convince them that it is in their best interest to do 
this thing. When the members of the congregation 
say about the church: I know where we are going, 
and I know we can get there, and I want to be a 
part of it--we have taken the first step in motivating 
our people. 

Element # 2 is PARTICIPATION: All my 
life I have heard that unless people have 
"ownership" in the church's goals and plans, they 
will not be motivated to help reach those goals. That 
means our people will not be motivated by ideas 
that we impose on them. Instead, they will be 
motivated by ideas they thought of themselves. 
When the members of the congregation can say 
about a program or a goal: "I had a part in shaping 
that" then you have taken the second step in 
motivating your people. 

Element# 3 is IDENTIFICATION: After 
thirty years as a pastor, I am convinced that one of 
the reasons om members are not motivated to do 
well the jobs they have is because many of them are 
in the wrong jobs! They are in the wrong jobs 
because we have not taken seriously the Biblical 
Doctrine of spiritual gifts. The Bible clearly 
proclaims that the Holy Spirit has given to each of 
us a spiritual gift, and along with that gift, a 
ministry in which to use it When we help our 
people identify their spiritual gift, then we can put 
them in the kind of ministry that makes maximum 
use of that gift 

This might seem idealistic to some. You are 
saying, "If I can get a person to take a job, I put 
them in that job, regardless of their spiritual gifts." 
That is the way most of us operate in , actual 
practice. But should it be? We need to ask ourselves 
the question, "Is our primary goal to fill every slot? 
Or is our pimary goal to help our members to 
serve the Lord effectively?" If the latter is our goal, 

then we need to spend more time explaining to om 
people about spiritual gifts and helping them to 
discover their gift. Putting the right person in the 
right place is one of the best ways to motivate 
them. 

Element# 4 is AFFIRMATION: Someone 
recently said, "Man does not live by bread alone. He 
also needs buttering up!" That's true! Nothing 
motivates other people like a word of 
encouragement 

Leo Buscaglia tells of a teacher who 
decided to try an experiment She divided the class 
into three groups. In group A, she only put the 
grade on the paper, nothing more. In group B, she 
put the grade and a word like: good, or fine, or 
excellent In group C, she wrote each a little note of 
encouragement and affirmation. At the end of the 
year, she did a statistical evaluation and she 
discovered that while group A and group B stayed 
at the same level academically, every person in 
group C improved! Nothing motivates like 
affirmation! 

Element # 5 is SANCTIFICATION: 
Everything I have said so far is on the human level. 
There has to be a more powerful motivation than 
that, and this is what I mean by sanctification. The 
most motivated people I know are those Christian 
men and women who enjoy an intimate, growing 
relationship with God. In the final analysis, it is not 
what we do to people that motivates them but what 
God does in them. 

I love the statement made by Mother 
Teresa. Someone asked Mother Teresa what 
energizes her so she can work from before dawn 
until midnight every day. She answered, "I take the 
blessed sacrament every morning." She was 
motivated by that daily reminder of the presence of 
God in her life. 

The best way to motivate a person to do 
the work of God is to inspire them to have an 
intimate walk with God that will animate and 
energize and inspire them. That is the ultimate 
motivation. 

In J. Oswald Sanders book on Spiritual 
Leadership, he concludes a series of definitions of 
leadership with this suggestion: "the best test of 
whether one is a qualified leader is to find out 
whether anyone is following him." A leader is one 
who has followers. Motivating others to follow is 
therefore one of the primary tasks of leadership. 
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THE SINNER'S FRIEND 

Scripture: Matthew 11:16-19 

Many a true word is spoken in jest. Many a tribute to virtue has been unwittingly paid by 
sinister lips of malice. Nowhere is this truth more evident than in this story about our Lord. 
Enemies of our Lord Jesus Christ sought to brand Him with infamy--hold Him up to derision--hand 
His name down to everlasting scorn. What short-sighted mortals they were. Their "scandal" but 
published His reputation. What they designed to be a stigma has proven to be a fascination which 
wins the heart --Matthew 27:42 "He saved others, Himself He cannot save." and enchants the soul of 
the ungodly. What His enemies said in bitter spleen has been turned to a most gracious account by 
the Holy Spirit. They called Him "the friend of sinners." 

When I first started preaching a half-century ago, an old Alabama preacher gave me the idea 
for the development of this sermon. There are at least five ways in which Jesus Christ has proven 
Himself to be the friend of sinners. Our Lord proved Himself to be the friend of sinners: 

Before His Birth 

--Matthew 1:3, 5 & 6 
When you read the roll of His earthly lineage, His reputed pedigree, you discover several 

astonishing facts. There are very few women mentioned. Out of the three who are mentioned, one, 
Rahab, was a harlot, a prostitute. The other two, Tamar and Bathsheba, were immoral. These are 
the ancestors of the son of Mary?!! One has to wonder why the Heavenly Father chose to identify 
these three of questionable character. Perhaps it is to state succinctly and clearly that Jesus, even 
before He was born, identified with the lost sinners He came to save. 

At His Birth 

--Luke 1:46-47 
What better proof could we possibly have than the incarnation when Christ left a society of 

cherubim and seraphim to lie in the manger and become the associate of fallen men? Consider, He 
was born of a sinner. The Catholic church holds to the doctrine of the "The Immaculate 
Conception." Many non-Catholics and Catholics alike think this refers to the immaculate 
conception of Jesus-not so. In Catholic teaching it refers to the notion that Mary was immaculately 
conceived. This is an idea that developed centuries after the Bible was written. It is never hinted at 
in the Word of God. In fact, in the "Magnificat," that beautiful prayer of praise by Mary after she 
learned that she was to give birth to the Messiah, she said, "My soul doth magnify God my Savior" 
[Luke 1:46-47] (emphasis mine). Only sinners need a savior. Jesus was born of a woman who 
probably was the finest person who ever lived, and yet, she admitted that she was a sinner and 
needed a savior. He had a sinner as His reputed father--and He took the very flesh of sinners upon 
Himself. 



--Matthew 11:19 & Luke 5:2 
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During His Life 

"This man receives sinners and eats with them." How unlike the perception the world has of 
the church today! 

His association with the least and the lost of His day confirmed His fellowship with all of us. 
We do not find Him standing at a distance issuing orders. He moves among them like a good 
workman standing over his work. He is not the kind to write out a prescription and send it by the 
hand of another. He comes right to the home of the sick and the dead and performs His ministry. 

Some of us like to help the needy and the down-trodden, but always at a distance. We write a 
check. We send a money order. We appoint someone else to do the task. The church in San Angelo 
that is going to penetrate the lost community is the church that proves it is a "friend of sinners!" 

Not so Jesus. He goes down to the very miry clay to lift fallen men and women. He not 
only went among them-but sought them out. 

What about the woman at the well? "Must needs go through Son ... " She was astonished that 
He would even talk to her. But He not only talked to her, He won her to a wonderful faith in 
Himself and she became one of the finest Christian missionaries. 

What about that terrible tax collector, Zacchaeus-grinding the noses of the poor--creating 
difficultly, terrible financial burdens upon his own people? Yet Jesus said to people like Zacchaeus, 
"Come unto Me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest." 

I would have loved to have seen Jesus and heard Him preach when He talked about the three 
lost things: a lost coin, a lost sheep, and a lost boy. Every phrase in these stories emphasized his 
identity with and compassion for sinners. 

Never mind the Pharisees, He had thunderbolts for them. And I might add if you feel self
righteous as did they, He has thunderbolts for you. He said, "I did not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance." He not only proved His love by His preaching to them and His 
association with them and His patience toward them but also by His prayers for them. When they 
nailed Him to the cross, He used His mighty influence with the Father in their behalf. He took 
their names on His lips and prayed and said, "Father, forgive them they know not what they do." 

At His Death 

--Isaiah 53:4-5 [Read] 
The Bible says He was numbered with the transgressors. According to Isaiah 53, God's 

sword was drawn to smite the world of sinners down to hell. Yet, in some inscrutable way, Jesus 
Christ at His death took upon Himself our guilt and our wrong. The Scripture says that Jesus 
"became sin" for us (2 Cor. 5:21). That is an interesting statement. It does not say He took our sins. 
It says He became sin. Surely when He died upon the cross, we see the absolute epitome of real 
selfless agape love. Paul says, "herein is love that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us" 

(Rom. 5:8). 
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After His Death 

--1 John 2:lb 
"If any man sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous." 
What is Christ doing now? According to Hebrews 7:25, "Therefore He is able also to save to 

the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He ever lives to make intercession for 
them" (NKJV). What a wonderful thing to know that Jesus, the friend of sinners, is still exercising 
that friendship ministry on our behalf in intercession to the Father. 

When we think of everything Jesus did before His birth, at His birth, during His life, at His 
death, and after His death to identify with us, it is no wonder that we love to sing: 

"What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer!" 




