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Joseph: The Forgotten Personality of Christmas 
Matthew 1: 18-25 

Sunday, December 17, 2000 ,.., A.M. 

Joseph is mentioned by name in the Bible only 12 
times. After the reference t:o Joseph in Luke's ac
count of 12-year old Jesus's going t:o the Temple, we 
never hear about Joseph again! 

I. He Knew How to Treat People 
--vs. 19 "Joseph, her husband, being a righteous man and not 

wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. " 
--"righteous" means to "be right" and to "do right." 
...,A righteous person is one who acts in the right way toward 

God and toward other people . 

...,Joseph was motivated more by compassion than by a desire 
for revenge . 

...,Jesus' problem with the religious leaders of His day was that 
they did not know how to treat other people (Matthew 23:2-
4 ) . 

...,Perhaps God said, "I think I can trust a person like Joseph to 
raise my Son." 

Question: How do we treat other people? 



II. He Believed in Miracles 
-vs. 24 "And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his 
wife." 

- vs. 25 "But kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and 
he called His name Jesus." 

That God could do this was no big deal to Joseph. Joseph 
believed God could do this for Joseph believed in miracles! 

Question: Do we really believe in miracles of healing, of 
family restoration, of the church, of conversion? 

Ill. He Fulfilled His Role 
- vs. 24a "And Joseph awoke from his sleep, and did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded Him." 

..,Some people wait a lifetime for their chance at a leading role 
and miss the supporting roles which would have enabled 
them to make a significant contribution to life . 

..,Joseph was not the producer of the Christ child but he was 
the protector of the Christ child . 

.., "Hinge people" are people in supporting roles who encourage 
and motivate those in leading roles. What would the church 
be without these "hing people?" 

The need of the church today is for more people like Joseph-
individuals: 

1. Who know how to treat people 
2. Who believe in miracles 
3. Who fulfill their role. 

Will you be one of those individuals? 


