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A WOMAN'S FAITH 
Mark 7:24-30 ~ ~ ~ 71._ 

(A Sermon on the Family for Mother's Day) 

ohnny's father was appalled when 
he arrived home and saw his son's black 
.ye..c.He was disturbed even more when he 

discovered that Johnny had received his 
black eye from a girl. The father teased 
Johnny that night at the table. "I can't 
believe you received a black eye from a 
mere girl," his father said. To which 
Johnny responded, "Dad, they're not as 
mere as they used to be!" Which reminds 
me of an old saying, "Things aren't like 
the used to be, but then they never were." 

In Jesus' ministry, women never 
were mere women. Instead, they were 
individuals to whom Jesus im arted 
significant, spiritual trut and to w om 
Jesus related the same way as He related to 
men. Women are exalted more in Luke's 
gospel than in the others. Yet, here in 
Mark's gospel, we read of a woman who 
exhibited a great faith and was honored 
because of it 

We are introduced to this 
remarkable woman in verse 25. Who was 
this woman? And what do we know about 
her? No mention is made of a husband, so 
scholars have assumed she was a widow. 

She was not just a widow but a single 
parent, with a daughter who was critically 
ill. When this woman of faith_ came to 
Jesus, she provided some lessons for us as 
parents today. 

:::T The Clia cter of 
this First Century Mother 

Let's look first at the character of 
this first century mother. o etimes we 
forget that the people we read about in the 
Bi6le were real people, just like us. They 
had strengths and weaknesses just like us. 
They had hurts and fears just like us. They 
were real people. What was the real mother 
of the first century like? t First, we see 6erbumility. Mark said 
in the final phrase of erse 25 that the 
woman 'fell at His feet." Jews did not treat 
the Gentiles with respect. This was 
especially true of Jewish religious leaders. 
They treated Gentiles like scum. This 
woman knew that Yet, when Jesus, a 
Jewish religious leader, came to her city, 
she fell down prostrate at His feet. 

:Hurni ity is a quality everyvT!ftMW'!ftt 
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needs. If we don't have it before the 
children come, they will soon teach it to 
us. J\t a Thanksgiving dinner, a mother 
spoke to her guests about her blessings, 
mentioning specifically her four healthy 
children. Later, when pandemonium reigned 
in the house, a friend noticed the mother 
with her eyes closed. She explained, "I'm 
just praying for patience to endure my 
blessings!" 

The mother in Jesus' story realized 
she needed help in "enduring her blessing" 
so she came to Jesus and "fell at His feet." 

Second, we see lier ~erence. The 
act of bowing was an act of re It was 
what you would do before an important 
person. By falling prostrate before Jesus, 
she was reveali ~ r ~ fo,42ect for Him. e 
not only reco n ze ' er y need. She also ,· 
unders at e answer to her need 
could be found in Jesus . 

.3 Third, we see fier~ ·-so- eration. Her 
,.. act of falling at Jesus' feet revealed the 

deg,th of her concern. She was so anxious 
about her problem, so desperate to find a 
solution, that she would do anything to find 
relief for her child. 

Mark focused on her concern again 
in verse 2 when he said, ' She kept asking 
Him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter." She "kept asking." That is, over 
and over again, she begged Jesus to do 
something to return her daughter to 
wholeness. 

Her concern is ealed further in 
her response to the response of Jesus. The 
response of Jesus to this woman seeking 
His help is shocking. He said in verse 27, 
"Let the children be satisfied first, for it is 
not good to take the children's bread and 
throw it to the dogs." 

Jesus used an ••• from 
everyday life. When a family sits at the 
table, they will not give the scraps to the 
pet dog until the children have first of all 
eaten. Jesus was not being harsh. He was 
simply making a declaration with an 
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analogy from daily life, perhaps to test the 
genuineness of her concern. 

We might expect the woman to turn 
and walk away when Jesus said this. 
Instead, look how she responds, in ~erse 
28: "But she answered and said to Him, 
'Yes, Lord, but even the dogs under the 
table feed on the children's crumbs."' What 
enabled her to stand firm and continue her 
appeal to Jesus? It was the deep concern of 
her heart for her daughter. -----1--r Fourth, we see er trust. Jesus 
answered in verse 29: "Because of this 
answer go your way; the demon has gone 

/, 

out of your daughter." What was Jesu:; ,wt tbr- '{-Lo tf 1'@ 

praising? He was praising her faith. ~Hf-41 1 1 

t ow di she Ye he:r: aith? 
£6, i She revealed her faith by what she 

Her statement revealed her faith that 
Jesus would even help her. And it was in 
response to that faith that Jesus healed her 
daughter. 

She also revealed her faith y what 
c:h"d. We see this in verse 30. Mark 

sru , "And going back to her home, she 
found the child lying on the bed, the 
demon having departed." The fact ihat she 
went home, confident that the child was 
ealoo even though Jesus had not seen her, 

indicated her faith in esus' ability to heal. 
When she got home, she found that 

her faith was rewarded, for the child was 
indeed well. Even though she was a 
Gentile, she had been touched by the 
blessings made available in Jesus Christ. 

What are the practical lessons that 
grow out of the text? Let me mention 
three. 

First, we see the imponance of a 
ther' s . Here was a woman who was 

willing to prostrate herself before a visiting 
religious leader, take bis appaRnt insult 
without going away, and ~ rsis.t. until she 

~ 11s-r HAVl 
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found an answer for her daughter's illness. 
If parents loved their children like that 
today, with a love that motivates them to 
do everything they can for the health and 
welfare of their sons and daughters, what a 
difference we would see in today's family. 

/J.l>ll~v; This is, of course, easier said than 
~- One woman without children said to 

a mother of three, "I would give twenty 
years of my life to have those children." 
The mother responded, "That's just what it 
cost me." I love the comment by Barbara 
Johnson. She said about motherhood, "If it 
was going to be easy to raise kids, it 
wouldn't have started with something called 
labor." 

Yet, the world has been changed for 
the better by women who, like the mother 
in Jesus' story, have the concern and the 
commitment to make whatever sacrifice is 
necessary for their children. Few forces in 
life have the impact of a mother's love. 

:;t1 Second, we see t impact of small 
. When we study the story closely, 

we notice the woman did not have much 
going for her. She was a oman in a 

an' s world. She was a Gentile in an area 
predominated by Jews who did not think 
much of Gentiles. She was a widow, 
apparently, with a sic child. She didn't 
have much going for her. But she took 
advantage of her Ii tie and 
made something out of it. 

We need to learn this lesson as 
parents today. Sometimes, the things that 
make a difference in the lives of our 
children are small, seemingly insignificant 
things. 

;l_J.,L05!, Pete Rose's daughter became 
involved in the fracas surrounding his life 
when he was accused• of illegal gambling. 
She had not lived with Pete since he and 
his wife had divorced. When asked why, 
she said Pete was a crummy father. Pete 
Rose responded to that comment by saying, 
"What's she mean a 'crummy father'? I'm 
a great father. Why, just last week I bought 
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her a brand new Mercedes." 
What makes a difference in the lives 

of our children is not a Mercedes or a 
wardrobe of designer clothes. What makes 
a difference are the little things like 
encouragement and support and time spent 
with them which demonstrate to them we 
really love them. An abundance of material 
possessions does not automatically make us 
more effective parents. In fact, at times 
these "things" get in the way and prevent 
us from doing the things which will make 
a difference in the lives of our children. 

Children's lives are positively 
shaped by women who, like the mother in 
Jesus' story, are willing to use the 
resources they have for the good of their 
children. 

T ird, we see 1re i uence of a 
mo r's . This first century mother 
was convinced that if she could connect her 
child with Jesus, the child's life would be 
made whole . 

Phillips Brooks, the incomparable 
Boston pulpiteer, was raised in a home 
where his mother had a strong faith. Like 
most young people who grow up in such 
homes, Brooks decided on one occasion he 
would declare his religious independence 
from his parents. While home on a break 
from the university, he announced to his 
mother, "I don't believe in God." 
Unperturbed, his mother continued her 
cooking. Somewhat disturbed that he did 
not get a rise from his mother, he repeated, 
"Mother, I've decided that I cannot believe 
in God." Smiling, his mother replied, "Very 
well, Phillips, but your mother does." And 
eventually, in part because of his mother's 
strong faith, Phillips reclaimed his faith. 

Being a parent today is not an easy 
task, nor was it in th first centucy In 
every age, effective parents like this mother 
of the first century recognize the 
imPQrtance of their , the · mpact of the 
littl · s, and the influ nee of th=eir=-... .....
on the lives of their children. 



Brian's Lines 

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD 
1 John 1:2-7 

John opened his epistle with a call 
to experience fellowship with God. Then, 
he outlined some of the benefits of this 
fellowship. 

* Fellowship with God brings 
LIFE, 1:2 

* Fellowship with God brings 
COMMUNITY, 1 :3 

* Fellowship with God brings 
JOY, 1:4 

* Fellowship with God brings 
PURITY, 1:7 

* * * * * 

WHEN GOD DOES NOT ANSWER 
OUR PRAYERS 

Job 30:20 

Job's experience is often duplicated 
in our lives. We pray, but no answer 
comes. The Bible describes a number of 
specific things which are hindrances to our 
prayers. 

* HYPOCRISY, Matthew 6:5 

* FAMILY PROBLEMS, 1 Peter 3:7 

* UNCONFESSED SIN, Psalm 66:18 

* SELFISHNESS, James 4:3 
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FOLLOW HIM 
John 6:66-69 

The basic call from Jesus is to 
follow Him. However, when that became 
dangerous, Jesus checked the disciples 
resolve. In John's response to Jesus, we are 
given some insight into discipleship. 

* WHOM should we follow? 

We should follow the One who came 
from God. 

* HOW should we follow? 

We should follow Him personally and 
daily. 

* WHERE should we follow? 

We should follow Him anywhere. 

* WHY should we follow? 

Because He can do for us what no one 
else can do. 

* * * * * 
A LIFE OF PROFIT 

Proverbs 10:1-14 

* A life of profit is marked by 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, vv. 1-3 

* A life of profit is characterized by 
DILIGENCE, vv. 4-5 

* A life of profit is based on 
INTEGRITY, vv. 6-10 

* A life of profit is distinguished by 
POSITWE SPEECH, vv. 11-14 
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A WOMAN'S FAITH 
Mark 7:24-30 

(A Sermon on the Family for Mother's Day) 

She was not just a widow but a single 
parent, with a daughter who was critically 
ill. When this woman of faith came to 
Jesus, she provided some lessons for us as 
parents today. 

' The Cliaracter of 
this First Century Mother 

Let's look first at the character of 
this first century mother. Sometimes we 
forget' that the ·people we ·read about in the 
Bible were al people, "just like us. They 
had strengths and weaknesses just like us. 
They had hurts and fears just like us. They 
were real people .. What was the real mother 
of the first cent~ like? 

First, we s~ 1tfer humility. Mark said 
in the final phrase of ;verse 25 that the 
woman 'fell at His feet. II Jews did not treat 
the Gentiles with respect. This was 
especially true of Jewish religious leaders. 
They treated Gentiles like scum. This 
woman knew that. Yet, when Jesus, a 
Jewish religious leader, came to her city, 
she fell down prostrate at His feet. 

Humility' is a quality every arent 

Ci) 
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needs. If we don't have it before the 
children come, they,. ill soon teach it to 
us · t a Thanksgiving dinner, a mother 
spoke to her guests about her blessings, 
mentioning specifically her four healthy 
children. Latet, when pandemonium reigned 
in the house, a friend noticed the mother 
with her eyes closed. She explained, "I'm 
just praying for patience to endure my 
blessings I" 

The mother in Jesus' · story realized 
she needed help in "enduring her blessing" 
so she came to Jesu!;~d "fell at His feet." 

Second, we see r. r erence The 
act of bowing was an act of res~t It was 
what you would do before an important 
person. By falling prostrate before Jesus, 
she was revealing her respect for Him . .She 
not only recognized her need. She also 
understood that the answer to her need 
co.uld be found in *sus 

Third, we see- '.r""'_.....,.,=sp"""e"'"'r·=non. Her 
act of ··falling- at- Jesus-?--feet- revealed the 
depth of her concern. She was so anxious : 
about her problem, so desperate to find a 
solution, that she would do anything to find 
relief for her child. 

Mark focused on her concern again 
in verse 26 when he said, "She kept asking 
Him to cast tlie demon out of her 
daughter." She "kcP.t asking." That is, over 
and over again, she begged Jesus to do 
something to return her daughter to 
wholeness. 

He revealed furthe in 
e1'1fes-PQn to tlie response o Jesus. The 

response of Jesus to this woman seeking 
His help is shocking. He saiain verse 27 
' Eet th _childrei1 . be satisfied ' first, for -it is , 
no good • to take the ·children's ~bread and 
throw if to , the dogs." 

Jesus used · an analogy from 
everyday life. When a family sits at the 
table, they will not give the scraps to the 
pet dog until the children have first of all 
eaten. Jesus was not being harsh. He was 
simply making a declaration with an 
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a ogy from daily' life, perhaps to test the 
,genuineness of\ her concern. 

We might expect the woman to turn 
and walk away when Jesus said this. 
Instelfd; look how ,she responds~ in verse 
28: "But .she answered and said to Hirn, 
':Yes; t.ord, but even the dogs under the 
table feed on the children's crumbs.'" What 
enabled her to stand firm and continue her 
appeal to Jesus? It was the deep concern of 
her heart for her daugh,ter. 

Fourth, we sel t-~- trus.,.._, t. Jesus 
answered in vem 29: "Because of this · 

··answer ·go your way; the demon has gone 
out of four daughter." What was Jesus l"I #4- 'f,Lo/fre 
praising? He was praising her faith. H 11"" r ' 

fHow oid she reveal 'her faith? 
[v~ !"lvealed her faith by what she 
. Her statement revealed her faith that 

Jesus would even help her. And it was in 
response to that faith that Jesus healed her 
daughter. 

- - She also revealed her fait1' -by--what: 
she did, We see this in ,&_erse 30) Mark 
said, "And going back to her home, she 
found the child lying on the bed, the 
demon having departed." lJbe fact that she 
went home, confident that the child was 
healed even· though· Jesus had hot seen her, 
inclkateo lier, faith in Jesus~ ability to heal. 

When she got home, she found that 
her faith was rewarded, for the child was 
indeed well. Even though she was a 
Gentile, she had been touched by the 
blessings made available in ~esus Christ. 

;w._ ' L~ons from~ 
this First Century Mother 

What are the practical lessons that 
grow out of the text? Let me mention 
three. l .. 

First, we see The importance · of a 
motlier.' ()'I} • Here was a woman who was 
willing to Jlll)Strate.Jierself before a visiting 
religious leader, take bis appan~n insult 
without going away, and ~ Sl until she 
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found an answer for her daughter's illness. 
'If parents loved · their children like that 
toda . with a love that motivates them to 
do everything they can for the health and 
welfare of their sons and daughters, what a 
difference we· would see in" today's family. 
~ This is, of course, easier said than 

. One woman without children said to 
a mother of three, "I would give twenty 
years of my life to have those children." 
The mother responded, "That's just what it 
cost me." I love the comment by Barbara 
Johnson. She said about motherhood, "If it 
was going to be easy to raise kids, it 
wouldn't have started with something called 
labor." 

Yet, the world has been changed for 
the better by women who, like the mother 
in Jesus' story, have the concern and the 
commitment to make whatever sacrifice is 
necessary for their children. Few forces in 
life have the impact Qf_ a mother's love. 

Second, --we s@ ff.fie impac of small 
When we study the story closely, · 

we notice the woman did not have much 
going for her. She was . oman in a 

an·'s World. She was a Ge Hie m an area 
prcdOminatetl b Jews who did not think 
much of Gentiles. She was a idow, 
apparently, with a siclc cliila She didn't 
have much going for her. But she took 
advantage · of her little cwportunity and 
made something out of it. 

We ne-ed • to learn this lesson as 
parents today. Sometimes, the things that 
make a difference in the lives of our 
children are .small, seemingly ' insignificant 
things, 

.';J}..J:.f/5:· Pete Rose's daughter became 
fnvolved in the · fracas surrounding his life_ 
when he was accused•of illegal· gambling. 
She had not iiveci with Pete since he and 
his wife had divorced. 1 When asked why, 
she said Pete was a crummy father. Pete 
Rose responded to that comment by saying, 
"What's she mean a 'crummy father'? I'm 
a great father. Why, just last week I bought 
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her a brand new Mercedes." 
What makes a difference in the lives 

of our children is not a Mercedes or a 
wardrobe of designer clothes. What makes 
a difference are the little things like 
encouragement and support and time spent 
with them which demonstrate to them we 
really love them. An abundance of material 
possessions does not automatically make us 
more effective parents. In fact, at times 
these "things" get in the way and prevent 
us from doing the things which will make 
a difference in the lives of our children. 

Children's lives are positively 
shaped by women who, like the mother in 
Jesus' story, are willing to use the 
resources they have for the good of their 
children. J 

Third, we see rJJ injluenc of a 
mother's 7ii1t . This fust century mother 
was convinced that if she could connect her 
child with Jesus, the child' s life would be 
made whole. 

Phillips Brooks, the incomparable 
Boston 'pulpiteer, was raised in a home 
where his mother had a strong faith. Like 
most young people who grow up in such 
homes, Brooks decided on one occasion he 
would declare his religious independence 
from his parents. While home on a break 
from the university, he announced to his 
mother, "I don't believe in God." 
Unperturbed, his mother continued her 
cooking. Somewhat disturbed that he did 
not get a rise from his mother, he repeated, 
"Mother, I've decided that I cannot believe 
in God." Smiling, his mother replied, "Very 
well, Phillips, but your mother does." And 
eventually, in part because of his mother's 
strong faith, Phillips reclaJmed ~is faith..;.-. 

emg a arent today is not an ea 
, task, · nor the first ce · . In 
every age, effective parents like this mother 
of the first century recognize ,. the 
tmportart e or llieir ove, the .impact of e 
!ittl . things, and the . influent e oCtheiti fai 
on the lives of their children. 

'-----,,.--~----.-,--,,----.H---1---t.-;r-d/r 
~/()5{71 f 
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Sunday Evening Sermon Notes 
A WOMAN'S FAITH 

Mark 7:24-30 - Pew Bible page 872 

In Jesus' ministry, women never were mere women. Instead, they 
were individuals to whom Jesus imparted significant, spiritual truth. 

I. THE CHARACTER OF THIS FIRST CENTURY 
MOTHER 

1. Her humility 
-vs. 25 "The woman fell at His feet." 

> Humility is a quality every _____ needs. 

2. Her reverence 
>The act of bowing was an act of ____ _ 

3. Her desperation 
-vs. 26 "She kept asking Him to cast the demon out of 

her daughter." 
>In verse 27, "Let the children be satisfied first, for it is 

not good to take the children's bread and throw it to 
the dogs." 

>Jesus used an _____ from everyday life. 

4. Her trust 
-vs.29 
>She revealed her faith by what she ____ _ 

(vs. 8) 
>She also revealed her faith by what she ___ _ 

(vs. 30) 



II. LESSONS FROM THIS FIRST CENTURY MOTHER 

l. The importance of a mother's ____ _ 

2. The impact of small _ 

3. The influence of a mother's ____ _ 

In every age, effective parents like this mother of the first century 
recognize the importance of their _____ , the impact of the 
little _____ , and the influence of their _____ on 

the lives of their children. 


