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GO - -TELL- -TEACH 

SCRIPTURE: Mark 5:19-20 D~ f?feJ ~) 

INTRO: ON JULY 28 1964 AT 11:50 A.M. RANGER 7 
WAS LAUNCHED AND MOMENTS LATER WAS SAILING 
SILENTLY THROUGH OUTER SPACE AT AN APPROXIMATE 
SPEED OF 5,000 MILES PER HOUR. IT'S DESTINATION
-THE MOON. 68 HOURS, 35 MINUTES, AND 243,665 MILES 
LATER THIS SPACE CRAFT, WITH IT'S 382 POUND PAYLOAD 
OF TELEVISION CAMERAS, SOLAR BATTERIES, AND TRANSMIT
TING EQUIPMENT, MADE ITS IMPACE ON THE MOON'S SEA OF 
CLOUDS. 

DURING THE LAST 16 MINUTES AND 40 SECONDS OF THE 
CRAFT'S FLIGHT 4,316 PICTURES WERE RELAYED BACK TO 
THE EARTH. THESE WERE THE FINEST, THE CLOSEST, AND 
THE MOST CANDID PICTURES THAT MAN HAD EVER MADE OF 
THE MOON. THIS INDEED WAS A "BREAK THROUGH" IN THE 
SCIENCE OF SPACE TRAVEL! 

BUT THIS ACHIEVEMENT WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE 
HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR 240,000 POUNDS OF THRUST WHICH 
PROVIDED THE POWER NECESSARY TO PROPEL THE ROCKET 
INTO SPACE AND TO GUIDE IT ACCURATELY TO ITS GOAL. 

ALL OF THE CAMERAS , ALL OF THE GU I DANCE SYSTEMS, 
AND ALL OF THE THOUSANDS OF MAN HOURS WOULD HAVE 
BEEN TO NO AVAIL APART FROM AMPLE POWER FOR THE 
THRUST. 

THE THRUST OF OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL DURING THE 
YEAR AHEAD IS SUMMED UP IN THE 1987 THEME, "THE 
PEOPLE CHALLENGE: GO--TELL--TEACH." THIS . t 

HAS ALL THE COMPONENTS NECESSARY FOR GUIDING US 
IN ENROLLING 10 MILLION PEOPLE IN SUNDAY SCHOOL BY 
1990. 

BUT IF WE ARE TO ENROLL 10 MILLION PEOPLE IN 
BIBLE STUDY THERE MUST BE A MIGHTY POWER FOR SUCH 
A THRUST. OTHERWISE WE MAY BE LIKE A HUGE ROCKET 
WITH ALL OF ITS WELL DESIGNED PARTS, BUT WITH NO 
POWER IT SIMPLY SITS ON THE PAD AND GOES NOWHERE. 

THE CHALLENGE TO "GO--TELL--TEACH" WAS FIRST 
GIVEN BY CHRIST TO THE MAN WHOM HE HAD SAVED AND 
RESTORED TO HIS RI qT MIND. 

JESUS SAID TO HIM (READ MARK 5:19b-20a). 
AND CHRIST JUST AS POINTEDLY CHALLENGES US 

TO X° •GO--TELL--TEACH." 



I. THE POWER FOR GOING 
--Mark 5:19a "GO home to thy friends." 
--Luke 14:23b "GO out into the highways and 

hedges, and compell them to come in, that my 
house may be filled." 

--NOTE: The word "GO" is found no less than 
1,065 times in the Bible. It must be an impor
tant word! Thirty different Greek words are 
trans.lated "GO" in the New Testament. The 
first two letters in the word, "Gospel," are 
GO! 

--APPLY: With this word's playing such a promi
nent part in God's challenge to man why do so 
few of us allt respond? Why do so few Christians 
II go? II 

The problem could well be a lack of know
ledge of the power required to go ":r .SH,iLL NLST 8£ ,, • R li .l '.QI.. rt 

From where does this power come? a isfi= T, 
its orgin? 

--II Cor. 4:7 "But we have this treasure in ear
then vessels, that the excellence of the power 
may be of God and not of us." 

--EXEG: Paul is here saying that the origin of 
this power can not possbi ly rest in man, who 
is at best an earthen vessel, but tha it 
abides in and originates from some mighty 
source beyond man. 

1. Is The Power Of Prayer 
1:8a "But ye shall receive power, after 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you:" > 4: 31a "When they had prayed, the place 

was shaken where they v.e tfe assembled together." 
--EXEG: To begin at any point beyond prayer is 

to begin at a point beyond which failure is a 
certainty. 
(1) Through which we are conditionea to re

ceive the power. 
--Acts 1:14a "These all continued with one 

accord in prayer and supplication." 
--ILLUS: Power was about to fall, but 

these disciples had to be prepared to 
receive the power and prayer was the only 
means of preparation. Th--t-<--

(2) Through which power comes ~ ~ ~-- f,,-, v~ 
--ILLUS: ELIJAH prayed and the fire fell; 7 

(2) 
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--ILLUS CONT: "Peter therefore kept in 
prison:BUT PRAYER was made without 
ceasing by the CHURCH unto God for him." 
--the light shined, the chains fell, the 
power came; JESUS (transfiguration exp.) 
"And as he prayed the fashion of his 
countenence was altared." JESUS "not my 
will but thine be done" and power came 
for the cross, etc. 

2. Is The Power Of The Holy Spir~ .r1. _, --. 115 - -.-. _, 
--Acts 1:8a"~~ ~P~, µ--:,,/<"I' n, ,.-_.._. , 

(1) Upon whom we must wait in prayer 
--Luke 24:49 "And 11 behold, I send the 

promise of my Father upon you: but 
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, unt·1 
ye be endued with power from on high." 

--ILLUS: We cannot rush the Holy Spirit. 
(2) Who makes effective our work 

--ILLUS: The contrast of Simon Peter on l night of denial with day of power (Pente
cost). This is the same man--what made 
the difference? -- the Holy Spirit! 

3. Is The Power Of Concern 
--Mark 2:3-4 "And they come unto him, bringing 

one sick of the palsy, which was borne of 
four. And when they could not come nigh 
unto him for the press, they uncovered the 

/ roof where he was: and when they had broken 
it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick 
of the palsy lay." 

J--EXEG: Concern drove these men to ·oin in their 
effort to help this man; Concern compelled them 
to carr him a great distance; Concern caused 
them to i nore the obstacles of the crowd and 
the adverse o inio of men; Concern constrain
ed them to tear off a portion of ~he roof and 

ower their friend into the healing and saving 
resence of Christ. 

(1) Which places our all upon God's altar of 
service. 

--Mark 4:38 "Master, carest thou not that we 
perish?" 

--EXEG: What a foolish question to ask Christ 
who left the security of heaven, the inti
mate fellowship of the father who endured 
rejection, animosity, who soon bore the 

(3) 



--EXEG .QQfil_: cross ... ! Surely he cared for 
his care thrust his all upon the altar of the 
cross. 

--ILLUS: What power thrust David Livinston 
into the jungles of Africa? What power drove 
the udson's forward in Burma? What power 
compelled Bill Wallace to give his life on the 

1 ission field?--It was the Power of Concern! 

((2) Which keeps us faithful to the task 
· --John 10:13 "The hireling fleeth, because he is 

- a hireling, and CARETH NOT for the sheep." 
4. Is The Power Of God's Word ·~+is ~ &~11Jb~ ~ 

--Hebrews 4:12a "For the word of God is quick (liv
ing) and powerful." 
1 Which is the only effective instrument of the 

Holy Spirit 
\ -Eph. 7:17b "The sword of the Spirit, which is 

' the word of God. " 
--EXEG: The instrument which the Holy Spirit 

uses is not clever, cute, witty sayings, -
not psuedo - intellectual dissertations -

..____ not the phil. o·f man but the WORD OF GOD! 
> <2) Which God's promises to bless 

I 

--Isa. 55:11, "So shall my rd be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth ~ it sh all not return 
unto me void, but i shall accomplish that 
which I please, an shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it." 

'THE OBSTACLES TO. TELLING ..1. _ 1 ___ • -l JI .fJ I h 
11ark 5:19 Re~ 0 7 n 1.1-ll=...J e ,..,, ~e,, 

NOTE: This man apparently overcame every obstacle 
t hat stood in the way of his TELLING "how great things 
t hings the Lord had done for him." But not every 
person does this. There are some obstacles that get 
i n the way. They keep us from telling what "great 
things the Lord has done." 

Honesty compells us to face up to these obstacles 
and overcome them. 
rLLUS: Prior to the successful Range 7 flight to the 
moon, six similiar attempts had been made with all 
pix ending in failure. They failed, not because the 
power was not present, but because of obstacles which 
which rendered the power ineffective. (apply) 
1. A Lack of Real Faith 

--Matthew 13:58 "And He did not many mighty works 
there because of their unbelief." - /VD"r H:r5 U c!< c ( 

< 4) ro~-rt. 
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--EXEG: This is the same Jesus with the same 
-- who '..lt.l....._...,_...,..w;~~_...·~ t~o~ w~i ~n~e, who haled 
w.U.i...-.a..i.i.w..~ ~ ,y...~~,!M,, who c e d the lepers, 

htened the withered hand, who 
------~ ~ ~1:.:::.i .:..:fe the Widow's son at Nain, 

ed the storm, who r.,..,..,.... _ _,,_ "--_ _ ~ 
of Jairus, and "LW""'-..-.li_.,...,,.,..ia..Ji,!J,J,!M,W..--but he 
not many mighty works in Nazareth. The 

power was there but a lack of faith rendered 
,__~it inoperative. 

(1) Which renaers you unworthy of spiritual 
success. 

--James 1:6-7 "But let him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering: for he that wavereth 
is like a wave of the sea driven with 
the wind and tossed. For let not that 
man think that he shall receive any 
thin of the Lord." 

(2) Which calls into question the integrity , 
of God's word. ~~~ lLo.t..~~1 

--Hebrews 11:6 "But without faith it is 
impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must · e that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him." 

2. An Uncooperative Spirit 
--I Cor. 1:10 "Now I beseech you, brethren, 

by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
ye alls eak the same thing, and that 
there be o divisions among you; but that 

~ye be perfectly 3joined together in the 
• same mind and in the ~same judgement. 

--EXEG: In verse 5 Paul has spoken of the 
Corinthians' excellence in knowledge and 
ability to speak, but here he notes an 
obstacle which will render the finest 
knowledge and the most articulate speech 
ineffective--the obstacle is division-
an uncooperative spirit. 
(1) Which may arise from pride 

--Prov. 13:10 "Only by pride cometh 
contention." NT Ch1md1 '::i~'l~ci1h..?l) 

,,_ Exodus 5:2a "And Pharaoh said, who is 
the Lord, that I should obey his 
voice to let Israel go?" 

--EXEG: (Parallel with one who says 

(5) 



"Who do they think they are to tell me to 
cooperate ... ?" 
Which may result from laziness 

--Prov. 13:4, "The soul of the sluggard 
desireth and hath nothing: but the soul 
of the diligent shall be made fat." 

--ILLUS: This program will demand work and 
many do not want to work. "Sure I want 
more enrolled in Sunday School, souls 
saved, lives reclaimed etc." Well, get 
involved and cooperate in the Scriptural 
ro ram of reachin men for Christ. 

(3) Which gives the lost a wrong impression of 
Christianity 

--I Cor. 1:12-13 "Now this I say, that every 
one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of 
Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 
Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 
you? Or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul? 

--EXEG: The terrible impression left by the 
divisive uncooperative spirit of the Chris· 

i---tians in Corinth. 
3. A Wrong Concept of the Christian Faith 

--Matthew 16:21-23 (READ) (esp. 23b) 
(1) ·Which fails to see the primary task of 

discipleship. 
I &,k o? --VS• 22 

,E --EXEG: Peter, who served Chri.st so faith-
A/O(H fully failed to grasp the primary task of 

discipleship. He could not bear the 
thought that Chris~' s ultimate ,.! _apJ;_~as _to 
fu to redeem men. 3""'1 ~~~µ~ ~ -.. 

--~=..;;;.=: n e ew estament there is no~i 7 

Christ without a cross. Peter and the ."20\,.; 

other disciples could not understand this. 
They were identified with the current con
ceptions of messiahship. The Hebrew peo
ple longed for a Messiah who would bring 
power, peace, and prosperity. Instead of 
these, Christ offered a cross. The high
est mark of prophetic insight was that, 
when God did redeem His people it would 
be through His Suffering servant ,vi'\. Isa. 
53:4-6, 

(6) 
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~J·~ (2) Which makes of our lives stumbling 
blocks 

--vs. 23b "An Offence" 
--ILLUS: "You are a stumbling block 

to me," He said. The word carries 
f / the same picture as the word "rock". r Jesus had shortly before describec»t~i-

Peter as the rock upon which He ' 
would build. Now He uses that same 
image to say that Peter is like a 
boulder in His path. 

The rock can become a stumbling 
block. The man of strength and 
conviction and faith can by his own 
disobedience block the road and get 
in His way. A rock can be useful as J1 a foundation if you are building, but 

v the same rock can get in your way if 
you are moving somewhere. 

Jesus began to move toward Jeru
salem, and when Simon Peter reacted 
because of the harshness of the terms, 

?> Jesus told him to get behind Him whexe 
he could follow and to get out of the 
way where he was only a stumbling 
block. 

> That is word of judgment which 
today we still need to hear. The 
alternatives that are before us 
as disciples are those which that 
day were before Peter. We can be 
the foundation or the frustration of 
His work. We can be a stepping stone 
or a stumbling block, an asset or a 
liability, a help or a hinderance. 

/ We can let Him use us in obedience or 
we shall discover that we have become 
obstacles in His path. 

::> We cannot block His way forever, 
for He will go around us if we refuse 
to obey His command, "Get behind Me!" 
He will not be stopped, for He has 
redemption to purchase, a victory to 
win, a crown to wear--a crown of 
thorns and a crown of glory . 

(7) 
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III. THE OBJECTIVES OF TEACHING 
--Mark 5 :~0- (READ) / 
- -EXEG: "To publish" - -Greek is /<,!JiQ Litre l v 

--pres. inf. active from K-:):Jptfrrw --"To 
publish, to proclaim, to annbunce openly and 
publicly, to teach." 

--NOTE: So important is the word "Teach" that 
Christ deliberately used it twice in the 
Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 

"Go ye therefore, and TEACH all nations . . . 
TEACHING them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you ... " 

--QUESTION: But why so much emphasis on teach
ing? What do we hope to accomplish by teach
ing? What are the objectives of teaching? 
1. The Acceleration of Spiritual Momentum -US 

--I Thess. 4:lOb, "But we beseech you 
brethren, that ye increase more and more." 

--ILLUS: A satellite which once moved with 
sufficient momentum to remain in orbit, 
may, thru the loss of that momentum fall 
toward the earth and experience a firey 

d-t, -pJ-' .. ,t ... ~ death in the earth's dense atmosphere. 
~t - 7-tLLUS: Last year 35,944 churches net Sun
l~~. day School enrollment gain of 103,459 oR 
/~- only 2.87 each. 7,218 churches reported 

no Baptisms. In 1950 baptized 376,000; in 
1985 with twice as many members-baptized 
only 351,071, or with 7 million more mem
bers ba tized 24,929 less. 

X (1) By returning to the proper motive -
reaching more people 

--Luke 14:22 "And the servant said, 
Lord, it is done as thou hast com-
manded, and yet there is room." 

2) By employing the proper method--S.S. 
--ILLUS: A stalemate in which all major 

denominations are caught is highly 
correlated with a signigicant decline 
in the number of men and women being 
reached ~ v B,·it~ 5 '1--v Plf 

According to recent Gallup Polls: 
74% of adults say they are not in
volved in Bible Study. 59% of youth 
say they are not involved in Bible 
Study. Yet 57% say they are more 
interested in religion than 5 years 

~---- ,ago. 
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2. The Reclamation of Wayward Christians 

--Gal. 6:1 "Brethren, If a man be over
taken in a fault, ye which are spiri
tual, restore such a one in the spirit 
of meekness." 

--ILLUS: The nonresident membership roll 
of the Southern Baptist churches now 
stands at 4,188,297 or more than one
fourth of our total membership! These 
souls who once professed their faith 
in Christ who once were a testimony 
of God's saving grace must be reclaimed 
for Christ. The most effective way is 
Sunday School. 

3. The Regeneration of Lost Souls 
--James 5:20 "Let him know, that he which 

converteth the sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of 
sins." 

--ILLUS: 70 million adults in U.S. are 
unchurched. In a 1984 Survey made by 
Dr. Kenneth L. Stewart of A.S.U. San 
.::;.;,-~ --=~ ra e c urch fifth (15 mind 
amily, c reer, friends and relatives) 

as an "im ortant aspect" of their live -(56. o/. h-~ ,..---- - -------
65. 5% feel the Bible is "inspired" 

by God. 72.7% list protestant as their 
religious preference and 46% list the 
Baptist faith as their religious pre
ference. 

4. The Glorification of Jesus Christ 
--I Cor. 10:31b "Whatsoever ye do, do 
r all to the glory of God" 

1 From whom all power comes 
--Matthew 28:18 "And Jesus came 

and spake unto them, s~ying All 
power is given unto me in h eaven 
and in earth." 

(2) To whom all honor is due 
--Rev. 5:12 "Worthy is the lamb that 

was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor and lor and blessing." 

(9) 
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CON: A Christian man on his way to church saw 
4 boys loitering on a corner. He invited 
them to go with him and organized a class 
with them as nucleus. 

Years passed and the original group 
scattered. But on the birthday of the 
teacher in 1932, he received letters from 
each of the four original members: one 
letter from a missionary to China, one from 
the president of Federal Reserve Bank, one 
from the private secretary of Pres. Herbert 
Hoover, fourth from Hoover himself! 

(10) 
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