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MONEY TALKS 

Mark 12:41-44 

I. BIBLE STUD 

v rse 41 Jesus dared to Qbserve people's giving. It 
may not be anyone else ' s business what we giY-e , but it 
is HIS business and wa must be aware that He does 
observe our giving. Every time you give , Christ is 
looking over your shoulder with real concern. 

11 sat over against the treasurY.1 - -He deliberately chose 
to sit where He could observe the giving of others ... 

"and beheld o the people cas-t money into the treasury" 
The manner in which we give is as important as what we 
give. Elsewhere Jesus speaks of people who give their 

11 alms before men, to be seen of them " (Matt. 6:lb). 
--ILLUS: Picture how some must have thrown their coins 
into the ~rumpet opening of the alms box in such a 
manner that the ringing sound would resound throughout 
the Temple. . . 
- ·PAUL also comments on the manner in which giving i s 
done . 11 • •• not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver" (II Cor. 9:7). 

vers 42 "there came a certain poor widow" -- Jesus 
had a special place in Hi s hear for widows. 
·-,!l&. The widow of Nain. His defense of widows who 
suffered at the hands of dishonest lawyers. The widow 
who had been wronged and who persisted with the unJust 
judge ... 
"two mite 11 --the coin 
means a thin one. It 
was worth 1/16th of 

was a lepton , which literally 
was the ~mallest of all coins and 
penny . 

verse 43 Three things stand out n this one verse: 
1 . A Call - - "And He called into him his disciples" 

--Christ wanted them to learn a lesson on giving . . 
2. A Comment -- "And saith unto them, Verily I say" 

--Christ had the right and has the right to comment 
on our giving since i t is unto Hirn. What does 
Christ sa-y about your gi v ing --about my giving? 

3. A Contras "This poor widow hath cast more in 
than all they which have cast into the treasury." 

- -Christ dared to compare the giving of one pe son 
with that of another . . . 

--We all might be surprised if Christ were to publicly 
comment on our giving and contrast it with the 
giving of otheTs less fortunate than we . 
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What Christ looks at in our giving is not the 
AMOUNT of the gift , but the AMOUNT LEFT AFTER THE GIFT ! 

--ILLUS: ~ person who tithes out of an income of $50,000 
has a much larger amount left after the gift than one 
who tithes out of an income of $5 , 000 . 

One has $45,000 left and the other has only 
$4,500 left. The more affluent person has 1 0 t~mes 
as much left as the other person does. 

This is what Chri~t look~ at in our giving ! 

I I . APPCICATION - - "Money Talk$ " 

Once a hippie came from the church building after a sermon. He 
greeted the preacher with the words;,"Groovey, man, groovey. The 
sermon was the most!" The preacher tried to be traditional and en
courage the hippie to use more realistic language. The hippie con
tinued to talk>"Preach, that sermon was so out of sight that I put in 
fifty smacks." The preacher responded>"Go, cat, go!" Money talks. 

When a widow ut two mites into the treasur esus saw the act. 
Her gesture of giving prompted Jesus to commend her and to teach 
about giving. ntributio reall said som h'n . 
I Money says something to God. The widow wanted to say some

thing to God. With the two mites, she communicated to God. She 
said: "I believe in You~ I want to thank You ." 

When we give our money, we communicate to God. Through 
giving we say, "Thank You ," "I love You," or "I believe in Your 
work." 

Money says something about ourselves. The simple gesture of the 
widow's giving disclosed a lot about her life. It showed where her 
values. were. It showed her relationship to the Lord. 

The way a per"5on gets and gives money tells a lot about him. 
Look at a person's checkbook, and it will show where his values 
are. Money says something about a person. C~ ~ 
3 Money says something to the world. The widow could have con
tributed to several collections. In the Temple area were thirteen 
areas for contributions. The woman gave to a cause. The cause re
ceived the gift. 

Giving possessions says to the world that we care about them. It 
declares that we want to help the world. y .: ~ 4--So,, ~~ DC/IN!-~S:.~f 

4 Money says something about itself Think about the widow's 
mite. The mite itself is gone, but it went for the Lord's work. The 
Lord's work lasts for eternity. 

Money speaks volumes about itself. It says it is a means, not an 
end. It sa s that it does not last but what it su orts does last. 


