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MAN'S NEED OF A MASTER 

Scrjp±Pr&1 · Mark 10:17-22 

,Jntrg : ~ ,QfJJ~ lJliS ;ro THINK THAT WE ARE THE GUIDE OF OUR 
OWN LIVES, THE SOLE PERSON TO MAKE OUR OWN DECISIONS. 
CHER,ISHJ HLIH~ THAT NO ONE TELLS US WHAT TO 00 AND THAT 
WE ARE FULLY CAPABLE OF COPING WITH EVERY PROBLEM WHICH MAY 
ARISE. 

BIII BEN58Jtl IJ;US ~I ERN FRONT IS A KEEN REALIZATION THAT 
WE ARE NEITHER ADEQUATE FOR THE DIFFICULTIES OF LIFE NOR WISE 
ENOUGH TO MAKE LIFE'S GREAT DECISIONS ALONE. WHEIHFB 98 .rm.., 
WE LIKE TO FACE THE TRUTH, THE FACT REMAINS ~MAN NEEDS A 
MASTER. 

LIFE JS JOO mMpr Tf,;.&1 4~ , HARDSHIPS ARE TOO HEAVY, AND 
ETERNITY IS TOO LONG FOR MAN TO FACE ALONE . ~.....,."" . ..l.W.
PRECIOUS AND TOO FULL OF PROMISE FOR US TO RUN THE RISK OF 
SQUANDERING IT. .u.-..i.w.11,W,o~~-==-~~ii' WHO IS GREATER AND 
WTSER THAN HS·:\N~. 

I. 

MAN NEEDS A MASTER USE OF: 

--vss. 19-20 
--Exeg; Here stands a young man before Christ with 

tremendous potentialities! He is a man of wealth, 
position, good education, keen mind, discerning spirit, 
good reputation, willingness to acknowledge personal 
need, and high aspirations. What greater potentialities 
would a person want in order to become a happy and 
successful person? 

1. Of InflueD.fue 
--~ : Because of the success already attained by this ,, 

young man and because of his position of respect 
he could have become a tremendous influence over 
others for the cause of Christ. 

(1) Which he may exert unconsciously 
--John 20:8 "Then went in also that other disciple." 
--~ : The power of unconscious influence. Peter 

over John. It is a good thing that Christ was 
Peter's master or he might have influenced John 
otherwise. 

(2) Which may determine anothe:i;S eternal destiny __ 
--Rom. 14:7 "None of us liveth to himself, and no 

man dieth to himself." 
--~ Your influence is too precious not to be 

guided by a safe hand. 



2. ~ ........ ~ 
--~: A person so blessed with a brilliant mind, a 

zealous spirit, and the power of influence, could 
be of great service to Christ. Few of his followe1 
had the innate qualifications for service as did 
the rich young ruler. 

(1) Which may be used either way 
--Matt. 12 : 30 "He that is not with me is against me 

and he that GATHER.ETH NOT with me SCATTERETH 
abroad. ·" full {k,,.,,; / - """ '7/, 

--~: To see a person with all the potentialities 
of Christian service squander them in service 
to Satan is a pathetic sight indeed. Such a 
life wasted could have been an instrument in 
the salvation of countless souls. 

(2) For which he shall be held accountable 
--II Car. 5:10 ''For we must all appear before the 

judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad 

3. of' Spifjt 11 aJ PexeJ AWGilo +. 
--~: If a rough fisherman like Simon Peter could 

develop into a great spiritual power, how much mar, 
could tlis righteous young man develop spiritually? 
But in order to do it, he needed a master. 

(1) Which will never be realized apart from Jesus 
--~: The difference 10 years from this time in 

the lives of Peter and the rich young ruler is 
not to be found in their background , formal 
Biblical traAing, or innate potentialities, but 
in the fact that one had Christ as his master 
and the other di d not. The potter is more im
portant in mol ding a beautiful vessel than the 
kind of clay he uses. 

(2) Which imparts real joy 'into salvation 
--I Peter 1 :7-8 speaks of the trial of your faith 

and spiritual development and then says "Ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

--~: A happy Christian is a growing Christian 

--Vss. 21 - 22 
--~: Jesus takes him at his word. He has kept the last 

5 commandments, but not the first 5. He had faile d to 
keep the 1st and greatest commandment "Thou shalt have 
no other gods before me. ·" He had become an i dolater 
of money. By pointing out his inability to keep the 
law, Christ was pointing out his need of a master. 



1 · 9+ Wbjcq ij~ May Be Unaware 

2. 

--~: To the best of this young man's ability, he 
thought that he could keep the perfect law of God. 
Tho he had not and indeed could not keep it, he 
was totally unaware of his failure. 

(1) Because he sees only the externals of the law 
--Matt. 5 : 21-22 "Ye have heard that it was said by 

them of old time, Thou shalt not kill •• . BUT 
I SAY unto you, that whosoever is fillfilY. with his 
brother without a cause shall be in danger of 
the judgment." 

--TI T l[S : Adultery -- "Whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her ••• µ etc. 

(2) Because he fails to see the purpose of the Law 
--Gal. 3 : 24 "The law was our schoolmaster to bring 

us unto Christ." 
xe : "Schoolmaster" in Greek does not mean 
instructor or teacher but rather the servant 
who safely OJNDUCTS the child to the teacher. 
So the Law's purpos e is to point us to Jesus. 
Its requirements reveal our inability to live 
a perfect life and thus our need to come to 
Jesus. 

aiiiiiilliililr This sincere young ruler desperately 
keep the Law but could not. He was aware that 

something was wrong. His inability to keep the 
Law arose from his own depraved nature. 

(1) That is shared with all mankind 
--I John 5 : 19 "The whole world lieth in wickedness." 
--Rom. 5 : 12 "By one man sin entered into the world." 
--~: Not responsible for the guilt of Adam's sin. 

But suffer the consequence of his sin. Fall / 
effected tbetotality of man's being, mind, 
nature, personality, will, and all. 

-5iiliili~-: Paul Rom. 8 : 19 "For the good that I" woul d 
do, I do not: but the evil which I would not do, 
that I do. 11 

(2) That makes him guilty of breaking all the Law 
--James 2 : 10 "For whosoever shall keep the whoil.e 

law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all. 11 ff~~Cf-- rl!Jl~~ 

--~: This young mt n•s depraved nature had led him 
to love mone·y more than God. Thus he broke the 
1st commandment. Even if this were the only one 
broken, he is as guilty as if he had broken them 
all. 



3. Which Is the Reason that Christ Came 
--~ : Why Jid tb1s young ru er come to Christ if he 

could find salvation _in keeping the law? Somethin1 
within told him that he had not found it and this 
something drove him to Christ because this is why 
Christ came. 

(1) In order that proper atonement might be made for 
sin 

--I Cor. 15 : 3 ''Christ died FOR our sins according 
to the scriptures ." 

--Heb. 9:12 "Neith~r by the blood of goats and 
calves (works and the law) but by his own blood 
he entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us." 

(2) In order that salvation might be offered freely 
to all 

--Rev. 22 : 17b 1'Let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life 
freely." 

II I. HIS INS EC 
-- s. 7 
--.w.s,: Even tho this man had lived a good life there was 

a deep sense of insecurity as he faced . the future. 
Works, the law, and good intentions had failed to 
impart security. 1--f"'nY(]·''\. 

1. Which Comes From Fail~ tQ S c io 

2. 

--~ : T 1s man a trie e way o morality, but 
like Nicodemus, discovered that it,too,failed. 

(1) In worldly joys 
--Ecc. 6 :71'All the labor of man is for his mouth, 

and yet the appetite is not filled." 
(2) In moral living 

--Ecc. 2:11 "Then I looked on all the works that 
my hands had wrought and on the labor that I 
had labored to do : and, behold, all was vanity 
and vexation of spirit,and there was no profit 

Pharisee a believer 
in life beyond. The very thought of life after 
death and the necessity of preparation for it 
compelled him to admit readily his sense of 
insecurity in facing it. 

(1) Where conscious existence continues forever 
--Matt. 25:46 "And these shall go away into 

EVERLASTING punishment : but the righteous into 
life E1' ERNAL. " 



(2) For which man must make preparation 
--Amos 4 : 12 "Prepare to meet thy God, 0 Israel." 
--~: Where you will spend the life beyond is 

determined by you in this life • . , 
3. Which Calls for A ,J,a,teJ, I&:Hi:t ~n,,CQri ~ 
--~:This man came to the right person, asked the 

right question, had the right attitude, but failed 
to make the right trust. The only way he could 
ever gain freedom from insecurity in facing the 
future would be thru total trust in Christ. 

(1) Who is competent to prepare him for the future 
--Rom. 8 : 33-35, 37-39 

(2) Who becomes his master thru repentance and faith 
--Acts 20 : 2lb speaks of "repentance toward God, and 

faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." 

~ : ~ ltra~'#t"~~·aster -- the Master, Jesus Christ. The 
ref~~g J o,f. tJle young ruler contrasts with the unqua ified 
acceptance of Paul. 1J:l.e omen were much the same in 
their training, and life conditions. ne ~efused and 
sunk into obscurity and the other accepted and became 
the world 's greatest missionary. · _ h two will 
you follow? You oeect ~ ,M..i.~er and He offers Himself to 
you today! 
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