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D-1-V-O-R-C-E 
Mark 10:1-12 
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Tammy Wynette's cla~sic hit focuses on one of the harsh realities of family life today: divorce. Few 
pe~ple ~ave ~ot been t~uched 1n some way by this thing called divorce. Families that stay together and raise 
their ch1ld_re~ 1n the settin~ of a p~rmanent relationship are becoming more the exception than the rule. I don't 
have stat1st1cs for you this morning, just a burdened heart after having spent nearly i;-? years seeing one 
family after another in the church destroyed by divorce. 

What does the Bible say about divorce? 
And what does it mean for us today? Let's 
consider these two questions this morning. 

1 , What Does the Bible Say ~ 
About Divorce? ::r, ~ 

In an attempt to embarrass Jesus, some 
of the religious leaders approached Jesus with a 
question. Verses 2 says they "began to question 
Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a 
wife." 

Rather than answering their question, 
Jesus responded to their question with a question. 
He asked, in verse 3, "What did Moses command 
you?" 

What does the Old Testament say about 
divorce? The definitive statement is in 
Deuteronomy 24: 1, which is referred to in verse 4 . 
According to the law, a man could put his wife 
away if he wrote a certificate of divorce and gave 
it to her. 

If you wil l look at the passage referred to 
in Deuteronomy 24:1, you will discover that Moses 
not only allowed divorce but he specified the basis 
for divorce. He said that a man could put her away 
if "she finds no favor in his eyes because he had 
found some indecency in her." 
. What did the law mean by "some 

mdecen~= " ~ ~ 

The more conservative school of scholars 
led by Shammai said that this was a reference to 
unchastity or adultery . On the basis of adultery , a 
man could divorce his wife. 

The more liberal school of scholars led by 
Hillel interpreted the phrase more broadly. They 
emphasized the words "if she finds no favor in his 
eyes" and accordingJy allowed divorce for the 
flimsiest reasons. ··~ P~ 1' 

In the Old Testament, then , divorce was 
allowed, as long as the husband gave a writ of 
divorce to the one he was putting away. 

Jesus took the subject a step further in 
verse 5 by explaining why God allowed divorce. 
Jesus said that it was "because of your hardness 
of heart he wrote you this commandment." 

Apparently the Hebrew men were putting 
away their wives indiscriminately, for the flimsiest 
of reasons. This was happening because of the 
hardness of the men's hearts. Therefore, God 
established the law referred to in Deuteronomy 
neither to condemn divorce nor to condone it but 
to protect the women from this unfair practice. If 
the men put away their wives, they at least 1t'ad to 
give them a writ of divorcement wh ich would give 
evidence of what had happened to the women and 
to some degree would regulate this desecration of 
Hebrew women. 

I 
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Jesus was not willing to leave the subject 
at that point. Instead!, He went beyond the Hebraic 
allowance to declare God's original intention for 

v5j:;,marriage. God's intention in the beginning , God's 
ideal for the family, God's perfect purpose for 
marriage, was for one man and one woman to 
establish one relationship of marriage which will 
last for a lifetime (vv. 6-9) . 

In these verses, Llesus emphasized the 
permanence of marriage. When we become one 
flesh in marriage we are formed into a unity, a 
bond, a relationship that is meant to PP, p m nent. 
That is God's ideal. '' ~ ~ '' ~''-'-"""- , , 

In verse 10, the disciples were roubled by 
what Jesus said . Why were they troubled? They 
were troubled by the distance between the ideal 
and the actual. They were disturbed by the 
contrast between what 
God desires 

What Does It Mean 
For Us Today? 

Let me make a few suggestions. 
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1 First, we need to REMEMBER THB 
IDEAL OF GOD. V.s P 

God's intention is for every marriage to be 
permanent. Consequently, we must consider 
divorce as an absolutely _last ditch solution after 
every possible means of grace have been 
exhausted. 

Divorce should never be considered the 
first option but always viewed as the last option. 

Divorce should never be seen as a casual 
separation of two individuals but should be 
recognized for what it is: major surgery in which 
the heart and soul of a one flesh unity is taken out. 

Like major surgery, it 
ought always to be the last 

permanence in marriage -
and what they were 
actually witnessing in the 
society of their day. 
Troubled by the distance 
betweentheidealandthe 

Because we live in a fall.en world, 
God's ideal will never be perfectly 

option, the last alternative. 
2. Second, we 

need to RECOGNIZE 
THE KIND OF WORLD realized. 

actual , the disciples asked 
Jesus to elaborate on what He had said . 

Jesus responded to their question in 
verses 11-12. Listen again to what Jesus said. 
'•'Whoever divorces his wife and marries another, 
woman commits adultery against her; and if she 
herself divorces her husband and marries another 
man , she is committing adultery." 

What did Jesus mean when He said this? 
Was it a prescription or a description? 
----=S;.=ome see this statement of Jesus as a 
,.,,.c,,,-,.,·,.., tion or Christians which forbids Christians 

from ever divorcing and, if they do divorce, forbids 
them from ever being remarried . ------1 see this statement as -=~=~ 
devastating results of divorce. Because it is God's 
ideal for one man and one woman to form one 
relationship for life, when that relationship is 
broken and a one flesh relationship is established 
with someone else, that violates the sanctity of that 
first relationship . 

This is not a law which is to be 
unequivocally enforced . Instead, it is a strong 
statement about God's ideal for marriage and the 
awful consequences when that ·deal is broken. 

WE LIVE IN. V.S $' 
Because we live in 

a fallen world, God's ideal 
will never be perfectly realized. This recognition 
does not alter God's ideal. It just enables us to 
have a clearer perspective on it. 

In the. Sermon on the Mount. Jesus also 
declared that if God's perfect intention would be 
fulfilled , there would be no divorce. But, He added, 
if God's perfect intention would be fulfilled there 
would be no anger and no lust and no false 
speech and no retaliation and no bad feelings 
toward our enemies. 

When mankind sinned, we closed the door 
on that ideal world . In the kind of world we live in, 
a fallen world , a world marred by sin, people do 
get angry, and lust does often control us, and we 
do tell lies, and retaliation is usually the way we 
respond, and divorces will occur. 

3. Third, we need to DEAL WITH PEOPLE 
REDEMPTIVEL Y. 

Tliat's the pattern Jesus demonstrated. 
While upholding the ideal of God, Jesus always 
dealt redemptively with those who fell short of the 
ideal. Jesus always dealt with individuals in a spirit · 
of forgiveness and a willingness to give them a 
new start. 
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He did that with the woman caught in 
adultery. He did that with the thief on the cross. He 
did that with Simon Peter after he had betrayed 
Him. There is no reason to believe that Jesus does 
not deal with the divorcee in the same way. 

Divorce is not the unforgivable sin and we 
should not treat it as such. Divorce is not the one 
sin which, once committed, we_ can never leave 
behind. 

When people go through a divorce, we 
should love them and support them and encourage 
them and help them to get on with their lives. We 
need to deal with people redemptively. 

4. Fourth, we need to ACKNOWLEDGE 
THE DIFFICULTY OF THIS ISSUE. 

Even in the New Testament church, 
Christians struggled with the issue of divorce. The 
only statements made about divorce in the 
Gospels present two different pictures. In Mark 
10: 11 and Luke 16: 18, Jesus suggested that 
divorce was not allowable under any 
circumstance. Ir, Matthew 19:9, 
Jesus added what is known as "the exception 
clause. " Divorce is not allowable "except when 
adultery is involved." Was this Jesus' attempt to 
adjust to the realities of our fallen world? 

I 1 Corinthians 7, Paul struggled with the 
same issue. In Corinth many individuals had come 
into faith in Christ but had marriage partners who 
remained pagans. What should a believer do if the 
unbelieving spouse wanted to dissolve the 
marriage? 

If Paul had viewed Jesus' teaching 
.Jegalistically, .be would have told the Christians at 
Corinth they were bound to the marriage 
relationship unless there was adultery, since that 
is the one ground Jesus mentioned for divorce in 
our text. 

However, Paul did not do that. Instead, he 
instructed believers to stay in the marriage 
whenever possible. But, he said, "if the 
unbelieving partner desires to separate, let it be 
so; in such a case the brother or sister is not 
bound. For God has called us to peace" (1 Cor. 
7:15). 

Even the New Testament Christians 
~led with the complexity of maintaining the 
~ f pecroaoence>, · while at the same 
time dealing with the eality of im erm 
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5. Fifth, we need to APPLY THE FULL 
PRIVILEGES OF FORGIVENESS. 

ltwe take Jesus' statement about divorce 
as a legal prohibition which forbids every divorced 
Christian from remarrying, then we have limited 
the promise and the meaning of forgiveness. The 
promise in 1 Jann 1 :9 does not say, "If we confess 
our sins [except for divorce], He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." There are .JJ,Q._ 
exceptions to forgiveness when the sin is 
confessed to the Father. 

The same Jesus who said to the woman 
caught in adultery, "Does anyone condemn you? 
Neither do I. Go, and turn from the pathway of 
sinful relationships," will say to the divorced 
Christian, "Does anyone condemn you? Neither do 
I. Go, and be open to what I have for you in the 
future in My plan and purpose." 

When two Christians meet, with one or 
both of them divorced, and they develop a 
relationship with each other, and they decide 
under God that they will be substantially better off 
and the kingdom of God will be more effectively 
advanced by their marriage, then I believe the law 
of love indicates that remarriage can and even 
should occur. In such instances, we need to apply 
to this couple the full privileges of the forgiveness 
that is available through Jesus Christ. 

. We need to SPEND MORE TIME ON 
PREVENTION. Divorce prevention means to 
regularly reaffirm God's ideal intention for 
marriage. 

Divorce prevention means to help our 
young people do a better job of selecting the 
person they marry. 

Divorce prevention means to provide 
resources for couples who want to build stronger 
marriages.~~ ~fl 

Divorce prevention means to provide 
healing for our singles again so that, if they choose 
to marry again, they will be better prepared to do 
so. 

Divorce prevention means to speak about 
issues that will enable parents and spOU§rS to 
more effectively carry out their responsibil ities. 

If we would spend more time on 
prevention maybe, just maybe, we could stop 
some of this .D-I-V-O-R-C-E. 

r~ 
~ 



• 
Divorce 

Mark 10:1-12 (NLT) 
1 Then Jesus left Capernaum and went southward to the 
region of Judea and into the area east of the Jordan River. 
As always there were the crowds, and as usual he taught 
them. 
2 Some Pharisees came and tried to trap him with this 
question: "Should a man be allowed to divorce his wife?" 
3 "What did Moses say about divorce?" Jesus asked them. 
4 "Well, he permitted it," they replied. "He said a man 
merely has to write his wife an official letter of divorce 
and send her away. " 
5 But Jesus responded, "He wrote those instructions only 
as a concession to your hard-hearted wickedness. 
6 But God's plan was seen from the beginning of cre
ation, for 'He made them male and female. ' 
7 'This explains why a man leaves his father and mother 
and is joined to his wife, 
8 And the two are united into one. ' Since they are no 
Jcw.,ger t1,..10 .hut ::;::e, 

9 Let no one separate them,for God has joined them together. 
10 Later, when he was alone with his disciples in the house, 
they brought up the subject again. 
11 He told them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries 
someone else commits adultery against her. 
11 And if a woman divorces her husband and remarries 
she commits adultery. " ' 

I. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT 
DIVORCE? vss 3-12 
1. Moses permitted it - vss 3-4 
2. Jesus examined it - vss 5-8 

1) He explains Moses - vs 5 
2) He exalts God's ideal - vss 6-8 
3) He discourages it - vs 9 

3. Jesus describes its consequences -vss 10-12 

II. WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR US TODAY? 
1. We Need to Remember the Ideal of God - vs 6 
2. We Need to Recognize the Kind of World 

We Live In - vs 5 
3. We Need to Deal With People Redemptively 

Examples: Adulterous Woman, Thief on the 
Cross, and Simon Peter 

4. We Need to Acknowledge the Difficulty of 
This Issue - Luke 16:18; Matt. 19:9, I Cor. 7 

5. We Need to Apply the Full Privilege of 
Forgiveness - 1 John 1:9, John 8:11 

6. We Need to Spend More Time on Prevention 
1) Reaffirm God's Word 
2) Help young people do a better job of 

selecting their partner 
3) Provide resources for stronger marriages ¥' 
4) Provide healing for divorcees 

To Be Distrib 
Distributing testimony brochures throughout San 

Angelo will serve a two-fold purpose. Each brochure will 
include a written personal testimony alongside the writ
ten plan of salvation. This method of personal witnessing 
has proven effective on mission trips such as the recent one 
to Brazil. 1JJC bWCbUIC will alsq §CCXC ii§ ildYCftl§fWGQt 
for the showtgg gta Billy Gfabaw tUro Beueac Ceif1wzanc£i 
gn Sunday, August 3,and for the Ggthqat the Riye[fyept 
at the filversta e o 

Many FBC members have already written their testi
monies for these handouts. For those who have not had 
an opportunity to do so, there will be another session on 
supgay, July 20. at s;15 PW 18 w-29s. This session will 
help guide participants through the process of writing their 
testimony in a brief, understandable format. 

FBC Members Show Talent 
The third annual FBC Talent Show is coming up 

on Sunday, August 3. It will take place in the CLC 
following the showing of the Billy Graham film, 
Repeat Performance, during the Evening Worship. 

If you are interested in sharing your talent with 
the FBC family, call the church office and let us know 
by Monday, July 28. 

Home Gatherin s Planned 

Ski Reservotions Needed 
If you Intend to go on the AII-C~rch Ski Trip which is 
plonned for December 29-Jonuory 3, pleose coll the 
office by Fridoy of this week. We need to know In 
order to releose odvonce rese,:votions which ore not 
needed. 

Items Needed for Choir Program 
"Setting Sail for a Great Adventure· is the theme for this 
year's Children's Choir program. Choir Enrollment Sunday 
will be September 7. In keeping with the theme, nautical 
Items such as sailor hats, ropes & nets, etc. are needed . 
These Items will be borrowed for decorations for enrollment 
Sunday and then returned. 

Weslev Shotwell will be our pulpit guest 
Sundav evening, Julv 20. Weslev is the 

pastor of Hidmrv Hollow Baptist 
Church in Antioch. Tennessee. 

and is the son of Larrv & Pat Shotwell. 
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Tommy Williams 
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Donna Mae Bobby, Chile 
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Ray Carvajal, Florida 
Don Cole, Brazil 
Madelyn (Mrs. Michael) Edens, Egypt 
Nina (Mrs. Craig) Ellison, Tanzania 
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Jesse Morales, Texas 
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Mary (Mrs. James) Wootton, South Korea 
RETIRED: 
Barbara (Mrs. Bill) Barkley, Maryland 
Robert Bates, Chile 
Elizabeth (Mrs. Nathaniel) Brockman, South Carolina 
Jack Green, South Korea 
Ruth (Mrs. Earl) Stallings, Arizona 
Rose (Mrs. Bill) Tritten, Kansas 

SHANNON 
63 l Katherine Sibilsky 
458 Arline Bradford 
442 Debra Buster (Dot Buster's daughter) 
347 "Doc" Carter 
313 Fern Swindle 

ST. JOHN'S 
211 Walter Connell 
214 Margaret Terrill 

COLOMBIA 
310 Marvin "Ray" Clark (Sid & Wanda 

Kuykendall's brother-in-law) 

~ ;all_.iaMliillllllilll. the death of her father, Edwin 
Wampler. 

Francis Bachman 
Jesse Beam 
Nat & Elaine Bettis 
Bonnie Boatright 
Alvin Bristow 
Houston & Evelyn Burk (Shirley Heyman's brother 
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Myrle Cameron 
Marjorie Carlson 
Evelyn Compere 
Betty Connell 
Rudy Cueller (Danny & Janelle Montez's nephew) 
Pat & Jeana Crump & Grayson 
Fred Dawson 
Marguerite Dow 
Tom & Martha Dufresne & Alicia (Honduras Mission) 
Ethel & husband (Prayer Line) 
Rhonda Fisher (granddaughter of Dorothy Redfield) 
Marie Flores (Prayer Line) 
John Fugaezotto (friend of Chet Gillett) 
Judith Hawkins (Tom Green County Clerk) 
Tony & Denyse Hines (Simferopol, Ukraine) 
Ruby Hollis 
Peggy Hough 
Bo Hunt 
David Hunt 
Jerry Jennison 
Larry & Joy Johnson 
Mary Kratowicz (Diane Presley's sister-in-law's mother) 
Sid & Wanda Kuykendall and her parents, Woodrow 

and Lola Hoskins 
Marie Laudamy (friend of Chet Gillett) 
Kimmerly Laughlin (Ronnie & Liz's daughter-in-law) 
Dale & Kimberly Ledbetter (Odessa, Ukraine) 
Cathy Lopez and nephew, Paul Shaffer (Prayer Line) 
Melody Mark (A.J. & Joan Kennemer's daughter) 
Tom & Ola Mae Martin 
Mary Martinez 
Lori Miller (Cynthia McGowen's cousin) 
Mission San Angelo 
D. D. & Jane Moorehead 
Joe Munoz (SAISD Member - our adopted official) 
Johnny Munoz (Prayer Line) 
Souyma Nayak 
Sissy Phillips 
Clydia Prosise 
Mary Nelle Reasoner 
Susan Sanderson 
John Shaddix 
David & Janey Thompson (Malawi) 
Marjorie Thornton 
Butch Thurman (friend of Ronnie & Liz Laughlin) 
Elizabeth Truly 
Vacation Bible School 
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