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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF PETER 

Scripture: Mark 1:16-18 

Intro: IN THE VISION OF JOHN'S REVELATION; THE TWELVE FOUNDATI 
STONES OF THE WALL OF THE HOLY CITY HAD I NSCRIBED UP.ON THEM 
THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES. THESE APOSTLES SERVED AS 
THE FOUNDATION STONES OF THE EARLY CHRISTIAN CHURCH. If' IS, 
THEREFORE, RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD STUDY THEM, NOT ONLY TO LEARN 
THE FACTS ABOUT THEM, BUT ALSO TO DISCOVER GREAT LESSONS FROM 
THEIR LIVES. 

SIMON PETER'S NAME ALWAYS APPEARS FIRST IN EVERY LIST 
OF THE TWELVE THAT IS FOUND I N ANY OF THE GOSPELS. HIS 
COLORFUL AND ADVENTUROUS LIFE WOULD TEACH US SEVERAL GREAT 
LESSONS TODAY. 

I. THE LE 
-- ITT P5 ! Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in the 1st of the 

2nd century: "Mark, having become the i nterpreter 
of Peter, wro t e down accurately every;thing that he 
remembered.~, Mark-' s gospel is the preaching materi al 
of Peter. 

--ILLUS: Peter kept nothing back---He tells of his own 
mistakes, rebukes from Christ and his own denial. 

1 . Whi ch Sees O · 

(1) Because of the realization of the seriousness of 
sin --O-n.JVt ~ 

(2) Because of the realization of personal responsi
bility ''£ve1ty ~., ....,..,T 8,,-.,.. ..-i..,., ,Ac, ,,.,.,t ol- /h....n!f . .. i, 

2. Wbicb Cea ses tg Make Great wis;i.w~ 
-- TTTjl§ : John 21, Jesus asked "Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest (agap~ thou me?" Peter answered, "Thou 
knowest that I love (phileo) Thee." Earlier made 

\ '11_ J ,, sweeping claims. f/A5ks- 1ryf&ui11~ 

(1) Because of the realization of the weakness of the 
flesh 

(2) Becau se of genuine humili ty 
3. Which Reyeal.i.~ W~~~ll&iJc~:.~ &it ~Q~~t 

--IT PIS : Peter concealed nothing ( in Mark for he 
wished to show the lengths to which the forgiving 
love and recreating grace of Christ had gone for 
him. 

(1) By showing all that it has overcome 
--ILLUS: Josephus, Life, 17, "They ( Gal,iJ. e?-ns) were 

notoriously quick in temper and given to 
quarrelling." 



By s~owing all that it yet has to overcome 

II . ~,._..,_~ ... "--,.._WW...._...,._..illilMlllillliM......_ 
--IllUS.: The impulsive spirit of Peter seemed to make him 

more apt to grasp spiritual truths missed by others. 
1. Wl:u.b A~koowJedges what Gbrjs+ ba§ 

-- TI.Lil§: When Jesus had fed the 5,000, strong movement 
to make him king. He refused--many left. He 
asked apostles if they, too, would desert him. 
Peter said: 

--John 6:68 "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the 
words of eternal ·- life." ll\1/hf- ry'}D..f..hm-., W~-t 

(1) The ,<rnly hope in this life '"11' t~ ~ ,,. ,., 
--"To whom shall we go?" 
--ILLUS:. To whom would you pray--turn to in sorrow--

call on when facing death???? 
(2) The only hope in the life to come 

- -"Thou hast the words of eternal life." 
2. ibj ch ;Ackrrow,led@s.,who Christ i s,.. 

- -T TJj[§: Christ took apostles to Caesarea Philippi for 
rest and ihtimate fellowship. Here he asked: "Whm 
do men say that I the Son of man am?" answers, 
John Baptist, Elijah, prophet 

--Matt . 16:16 "And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

(1) The one capable of bringing salvation 
--"Thou art the Christ" (promised Messiah) 

(2) Th~ final revelation of God 
- - "The Son of the living God." 

III'. THE LESSON- ON REJECTION 9t; GOD '§ WU I, 
--Matthew 16 : 21-23 ( · 

1 . Whi cb Bem1Jts. trow Jgpm;aoce at G_?d :1 wa ~ : . V 2 . GaJ .,4/blU.S Pr 
0--vs. 2 . -"t'/J*1tt.,.,., ,,.,.,,.,, ·· · 

(1) That run counter to our expectations 
-- TT T JI§ : Jesus ' announcement 1ran counter to all tha 

Peter had ever been taught about the "Son of 
Man." Title not new--between Testaments Enoch 
written, Stated: 

--Enoch 46 : 2 "This Son of Man whom thou hast seen 
•. · \ . will arous.e the kings _and mi.ghty ones .from 

- • their couches and the strong from their throne 
~\ and will loosen the reins of the strong and 

~grind to powder the t_eeth of sinners." 
(2) Tliat are always best '- . · 

-- TU ll§ : Where would you be today if Peter had had 
his way and Christ had not died??? 



J1I- J-<£~ pc3-Ttv11 O f: Goos W.IJ-J..-

2. Which .He) PS \:~e~ §a+a&1.. -...J....... 
~ /1,:--vs. 23 lr<~JJ.) . T)te.,l(.s e .s L.-Y-1e R 1 1 r 

--l,lJJJS.: Reason for sternness of Jesus' rebuke was that 
Peter was presenting him again with the same 
temptation as Satan did in wilderness. BRE8D-
loyal ty by offering material gain; :r.w,. -- by 
sensationalism; VjOBS:1U.P--by compromise. NEVER BY 
CROSS. Peter was confronting him with same 
temptation to avoid the cross. 

\ / (1) Whose defeat rests alone in doing God's will 
A (2) Who uses ,such rejectio,n to hin~er work of Christ 
11 - --~ : God must work thru men--when they reject 

~; :,:---~.c.anno.t-ww--k--t-ffl>tl • 
,r,,u,1n 1= G-u._ I be µ;>$$ :! A.-_p~e to R.,:,>, ,-,,, WJ,,,'*-' A,-t,-,#J" 

r • T I E . +,ro 

v. 

L 
--Matthew 26:33 & 35 "Peter answered and said unto him, 

~Though all illQ!2. shall be offended because of thee, 
yet will I never be offended •••• Tho I should die 
with thee:- yet will I not deny thee." ,_ 

(1) Because it leadp one to feel stronger than others 
(26:33) ~~ , ;:r..t-s..,., · ,,A-1.,,...-r,? •. ~ -

(2) Because it blinds one to his own frailties 
--26:35 (Peter was not yet this strong) 

2. . t 
--John 18:10 "Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, 

and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off 
his right ear." 

(1) Because it fails to realize Hispower-

(2) ' 

= " ""L' __, __ .._ thou that I cannot now 
GOdMovesinMysterlousWays d he shall presently give 

God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perfonn· • 

egions of angels?" 
an "waiting on the Lord" 

3. ldJ.ici 
--Marl 

He plants his footsteps ;n the se 
And rides upon the stonn. a, 

Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never failing skill, 

after, they that stood 
urely thou art one of them 
and thy speech agreeth He treasures up his bright de . A s,gns, 

nd works his sovereign Will. 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so mueh dread 

are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessings on your head. 

another apostle ; was 
on Pentecost; healed 

o curse and to swear, sayin~· 
horn ye speak." _J 

~ lte ~ (I- t" k'e >- ef/(f ,, 
l..«.s-1 M /Al/.. 

e leader of the early church. 
he 1st move to choose 

tne spokesman for the church 
man at Gate Beautiful; defied 



ra:- J-< E~ec iifinN oe- Goos w:z1-J--
2. Which .Help§ t;-1:a~ Qf §a+ap -1..._ 

~ 1(11:--vs. 23 l'P.~Jj) . t,te,Rses L ":r1el? 1 1 r 
- -l.JJJ.IS: Reason for sternness of Jesus ' rebuke was that ' 

Peter was presenting him again with the same 
temptation as Satan di d in wilderness. BRE8D-
loyal ty by offering material gain; :r..,w.. - - by 
sensationalism; ltjOFSikU;.P--by compromise. NEVER BY 
CROSS. Peter was confronting him wi~h same 
temptation to avoid the cross. · 

\ / (1) Whose defeat rests alone in doing God's will 
,\ (2) Who uses ,such rejectio,n to hin9er work of Christ 
1 1 - --~ : God !!21:!.§1 work thru men--when they reject 

0-~_;A is wi 11 , He ~no-t-w<'Wk--t-ft!>tl • 
,w,,n ·1= Ge T I t,;J k,$,r :r A.-"ta- .f?&;J»e +o R.,:Ji , ,.. JV},,,,<e A,-,,-,.,1.r 

C I E -~+l(O 

1. ....... "--liiiiM!Wiiliiiaiiiii~W... ..... .w.i.-~ -w,&1,,11,1,... ~ · 

2. 

--Matthew 26:33 & 35 "Peter answered and said unto him, 
Though all men shall be offended because of thee, 
yet will l never be offended ••.• Tho I should die 
with thee, yet will I not deny thee . " ' 

(1) Because it lead;, one to feel stronger than others 
( 26 : 33) "J" '"""1- , zr~ . A,t-'T,? ~ · ;- -

(2) Because it blinds one to his own frailties 
--26 : 35 (Peter was not yet this strong) 

Simon Peter having a sword drew it, 
and smote the high priest's servant, and cut off 
his right ear." 

(1) Because it fails to realize Hispower-
--Matthew· 26 : 53 "Thinkest thou that I cannot now 

pray to my Father, and he shall presently give 
me more than twelve legions of angels?" 

(2) Because this is easier than "waiting on the Lord" 
(prayer) 

3. Wh ich eod§ in utter fa;lure 
--Mark 14:70-71 "And a little after, they that stoo d 

by said again to Peter, Surely thou art one of them 1 

for thou art a Galilean, and thy speech agreeth \ 
thereto. But he began to curse and to swear, sayin~ 
I know not this man of whom ye speak." 

.. -x c~,r L~:ti" J..ri ,Hll -tk.f-U.u,"'° lte,s,1-+w(F t11 fc'e h etd 11 
V. ~ .......... ....,.,....,.....,.......,..._......,._,......_ ..... iiWM_ "4«s-l M /Al/.. 

1. Which.Cowes trnw Qgjpg @JJ put tpr Chrj st 
--ILLUS: Soon Peter became the leader of the early church, 

It was Peter who: made the 1st ove to choose 
another apostle; was the spokesman for the church 
on Pentecost; healed man at Gate Beautiful; defi ed 



Sanhedrin when arrested for preaching; 1st preache1 

gospel in Samaria; dealt. with decei t of Simon Maq 
and Ananias and Sapphira; healed Dorcas. 

V(l) Because it imparts a sense of divine approval 
/\ (2) Because it brings a sense of personal satisfaction 

2. Whi cb rs IuGieaseci b¥, ~alizing ,the. In cJ 115,i'i.en,e,s.s.,Q,f. 
the GQ~Pfl1 

'-- J;TT J[§ ! After having received the Gentile Cornelius 
into the fellowship of the Church, Peter reported 
to the Jerusalem Conference: 

--Acts 10:34--35 l'Of ' a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons; But in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepte, 
with him. " '1 T h,rf :r ..M-1 11 

(1) Because we know none are omitted r,'.,, t;}! ~~~{/ 
(2) Because we know God's power is inAxhaust~ble 

3. Wbich rcs r;i az.:~u, f~&.¼J i:t¥ IJutQ the Epd l'A'Vffq_tt~ I! --n UIS ! With Acts 11, Peter passes from tne ¥,a s of 
the New Testament. Yet there is secular history 
which tells us more of him. 

\
~ 1) In. preaching God's Word 

-- Ill]§ : Peter pastor of urch at Antioch; for 7 

/ 
years and then preac ed in Asia Minor. First 

\ letter written to C istian's scattered in 
· \ Asia. 

• 1 ' ( 2) In bearing one's Cross 
-- ILT.IIS : Eusebius, in his Ecclesiastical History, 

ie{ls ~f.,Peter's dea~h • . Peter's wife crucifie 
before him while he wa~ comp~ll~d -to lo6k on. 
Peter encouraged her, "Remember the Lord. " 
When his crucifixion ~ame, Peter requested tha· 
he might be crucified head downwards, for he 
felt himself not to be worthy of dying as his 
Lord had di ed. 

~ : L RY OF PETER'S DENIAL WITH A VIVID AND 
DRAMATIC SENTENCE. "THE I,QBD IUBWEP AND l WKEC.,IIPON PETER." 
---ONE !OOK FEQM,,, THE EYES OF JESUS CX)ULD ALWAYS BRI NG PETER 
BACK. IQQAY ClfillSI. IIIBNS ,um~ WITH EYES OF MERCY UPON 
YOU -- WHAT WILL YOU CO? ,, ~ ~;Jet' V 
~ Loah: c+,,.,. , us ~ k ;, 

~. ~ :;,"1kf,!e:~sJov;.~;;,;~ ,, ' ,r ·: 
3, 1"o Sul:,~,$ S f'"'t To 6-r:J di U, 1 ; / 

i.t, Ta C O'V\ +~ r--vi X. 
h' 7 "' 'Tl,,, -:-r-r~v ()"' ,5~ I( 11=1 / Id/ '"J}, .;'t, .> 
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LESSONS. FROM THE LIFE OF .PETER 

Scripture: Mark 1:16-18 

Intro: IN THE VISION OF JOHN'S REVELAJION; THE TWELVE FOUNDATI 
STONES OF THE WALL OF THE .HOLY CITY HAD .INSCRIBED UP.ON THEM 
THE NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES. THESE APOSTLES SERVED AS 
THE FOUNDATION STONES OF THE EARLY CHRIST IAN CHURCH. If' IS, 
THEREFORE , RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD STUDY THEM, NOT ONLY TO LEARN 
THE FACTS ABOUT THEM, BUT ALSO TO DISCOVER GREAT LESSONS FROM 
THEIR LIVES . 

SIMON PETER'S NAME ALWAYS APPEARS FIRST IN EVERY LIST 
OF THE TWELVE THAT IS FOUND .IN ANY OF ·THE GOSP·ELS. HIS 
COLORFUL AND ADVENTUROUS LIFE WOULD TEACH US SEVERAL GREAT 
LESSONS TODAY. 

I. THE LESSON ON HO UT O I LF 
--JUU5: Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in the 1st of the 

2nd century: ' ".Mark, ,-having become' .the interpreter 
of Peter, wrote down accurately .everv,thing that he 
remembered. Ji · Mark'' s · g0"spel is the preaching material · 
of Peter. 

--ILLUS: Peter kept nothing back---He ·tens of his own 
mistakes , rebukes from Christ and his own denial . 

1. Which Sees One's Own Eaui t s a er Th t her's 

2 . 

--4II l lJ?,O Marc.k's .gospel has much to say. about Peter's 
faults---but little ·about faults bf others 

(1) Because of the realization of the seriousness of 
sin -o- n.Nl ~ . : ' . 

(2) Because of the realization of personal responsi
bility ·• eve,.y~,,, AfV)T ~ ,.~ A.,.., )1cc.w-,f of /H,.,nf/ . .. !,, 

................... - .-.. ...-»..~~- Gre q aims 
--ILLll§,: John 21, Jesus asked "Simon, son of Jonas, 

lovest (agapt}q thou me?" Peter a:hswered, "Thou 
knowest that I love (phileo) Thee . '' Earlier made 

\ I j 11 sweepin-g cla;ims. f1A5ks - lfyp~t,,,11 1 ~ 

(1) Because of the realization of the weakness of the 
flesh 

. (2) Because of genuine humility 
3. · c e:v:eaL t · i cO:lle Cl,}); . ~t 

--ILLIJS,; Peter concealed nothing (.in Mark) for he 
wished to show the lengths to which the forgiving 
love and recreating gr·ace of Christ had gone for 

. him. · 

, I 

(1) By showing all that it has overcome 
--ILLUS: Josephus, Life, 17, "They (Gal,iJ~~~s) were 

notoriously quick in temper and given to 



I. 

~) By sq.owing all that it yet has to overcome 

The impulsive spirit of Peter s eemed to make 
more apt t o grasp spiritua l t r uths mis sed by othe 

. .. 1. _!WJ j cb ~ckoo,wJedg,e~ wha t Cbti si. haa 
--~: When J esus had f ed the 5, 000 , s t rong moverr, 

to make him kihg. He refused~-many left. He 
asked apostl es if they, too, would desert hirr. 
Peter said: 

--John 6 : 68 ''Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast t 
words. of .· e:te-rna1 ·. Hf e. '' . tl.l,t/fl.t,· ,,,..10-1-t , .., u·A 

(1) The ,only hope. in this life -}; · J~ ~ , 
--"To whom shall we go?n "' 
--ILLUS: To whom would you pray--turn to in sor 

call on when facing death???? 
(2) The only ho.pe in. the life-;to . come 

- - -"Thou hast the words of eternal life~" 
2. cknow ed es wh Chr "s t is 

- -ILLUS: Christ t ook apost les t o Caesar ea Philippi 
rest and intimate fellowship. Here he asked: 
do men say that I the Son of man am?" -answerE 
John Baptist, Elijah, · prophet ·. 

--Matt • .- '16:16 "And: Simon 'Peter ·answered and said, 1 
art .the Christ , the Soh of'. the living God . " 

(1) The one capable of bringing salvati on . 
--"Thou · art the Christ" (promised Messiah) 

(2) The· fina l revelation· of . God . 
- - "The Son of the living God.'' 

III . Tl:lE LESSON ON REJECTION 
--Matthew 16 :21-23 (~ ) 

L 
-' Gal ,,Movu 

. . ~'/J+1tftJV.J w 
run counter to ·our expectations 

--n TITS ! Jesus' announcernent.:,ran : co.unter to a lJ 
Peter had ever been taught about the ·"Son 
Man.u Title no t new--between Testaments I 
written, Stated: · . . 

-:--Enoch 46:2 ."This Son of Man whom .t.n<;>u hast s1 
• ·\ . will arouse the kings and might y ont;is .fron 
• \ their cou_ches and the strong from their tl 

'\ and will loosen the Fe ins of . the strong . aI 
~ gr i nd to powder the t ,eet h ?~ sinners." 

(2) Tnat are always best '. · 
---=~r1.·= Where would you be today if Peter had 

his way and Christ had not di ed??? 



LESSONS FROM THE LIFE 

Scriptur : Mar k 1 :16- 18 ' \ --~ 
twe lve 

I . ~~~= -~~e A o u neself 
'.-liililiilii~ · Papias , Bi shop of Hierapolis in the 1st 
of the 2nd cent : "Mark , having be c ome the inter
preter of P ter , wrote down a ccurately everything 
that he r emembered . " Ma rk I s gospe l is the prea cq 
ing material of P ter . 

: Peter kept nothing oa ck-- e t e lls of his 
own mist a kes , reb ukes from X, & h is own den i a l . 

1 . icp sees one ' s own f aults rather t ha n othe r ' ~ 
· t. ,Nark ' s gospel ha s much to say about l 

Peter ' s faults --but little ab out faults of ot 
(1) Be ca us e of the realization of t he serious

ne s s of sin 
(2) Be ca use of the realization of persona l re~ 

2 • A A :.e..a:- ~-,.._._,-
: John 2 1 Jesus asked "Simon , son of 

Jona s , lovest (ag3.ne ) t hou me? 11 Peter answer -, 
ed , "th ou knowes t that I love ( p ileo ) Thee . " 
Earlier made sweeping c l a ims . 

(1) Be ca use of t he r ea lization of the weakness 
of t he f lesh 

(2 ) Be ca use of genuine humility 
3 . Wh ich reve als the for ivin love of Ch i ~t 

• Peter conce a l ed not h ing ( in Ma r k ) for 
he wi shed to sh ow t he lengths to which t he 
f or giving love & r e crea ting gra ce of X ha d 
gone for him . 

(1) By showing a ll tha t it ha~ ov er come 
- ··"'"'"""-i Joseohus, Life, 17 "they (Ga lile a 
wer e nort ori ously qui ck in temper & g iven 
to qua rreling . " 

( 2 ) Bv s h owin ~ a ll that it vet ha.&" t ocove~come 



II . T~e LeseQ.D on Spiri~uai-A ...... ~~-
~ The impuls iv e sp . of Peter seemed to mas 

him more apt to grasp spiritua l truths missed 
by others . 

1 . Which a cknowled es what C ·is 
en Jesus h ad ·red the 5 ,000 , strong 

movement to make him ki ng . He r e fused - - many 
left . e a sked apostles if they too would 
desert him . Peter s a id : 

-- John 6 :68 "Lord , to whom sha ll we go? t h ou 
hast the words of eternal life . " 

(1 ) The only hope in this life 
--"To whom sha ll we go?" 

- To whom would Y.Qg pray--turn to it 
s orrow--call on whe n f a cing death????. 

(2 ) The on l v hope in the life to come 
-- "thou hast the words of eternal lif e .'1 

2 . ru q_ C s t i . . 
.#~~J Chris t took apos tle s to Caesa rea Ph i l 
i pp i for r es t & intimate f e l l owsh i p . Here ' he 
asked : "Whom do men say th:3t I the Son of 
man am? " g.nswers , John B , Elijah , prophet 

--Matt . le :16 11 And Simon Peter answered & said 
hou ar t ·he Christ , the Son of the living ~ 

(1) The one capabl e of br i n ~ing salvatinn 
--"Thou art the Christ" (promised Me ssiah) 

( 2 ) The fina l revelation of God 
-..:. "The Son of the living God . 11 

r un count er to our expe ctations 
;;·~!11;;,: Jesus ' ann o \:ln cement ran counter· t, 
all tha t Peter had ever bee n t a ught aboui 
the "Son of Man . 11 Tit le not new--betweei 
Tes taments Enoch written , St a ted : 

--Eno ch 46 :2 "Th is Son of an whom thou ha1 
seen will arouse t he k ings & mighty one s 
from their couche s & the strong from tl:m.1 
thrones , & will loosen the reins of the 
str on g & grind to powder the teeth of 
sinners . 11 

( 2 ) That are always be st 
~~:;:,,.:_: Where would you be today if Peter 
h~d had his way & X had not d i ed ??? 



--vs . 
Reason f or sternness of Jesus' rebuke 

wa s tha t Peter was prese nting him again with 
the s ame tempta . a s Satan did in wilderness . 
BREAD--loyalty by offering mater i a l gain ; 1E I 
by s ensationa Jlsm; WORSHIP--by compromise. 
NEVE BY CROSS . Peter was confronting him~ 
same tempt a . to avoid the c ross . 

(1) Whose defe a t r e sts a lone in doin g God ' s w:1] 
(2 ) Who uses such reje cti on to hinder wk of X . 

--:,D-!? God must work t hru men--when they 
reject His will , He cannot wk . t h ru them . 

I V. The 
~l .;;..~~'""""""'"""e~.......,e ..... s.....,e·s.-..:•..-.,~~l'i:'lil~ 

--Matt . 2 :33 & 35 Peter answered & sa id unto 
him , Though all men sha 11 be off ended be ca use 
of thee , ye t will 1 never be of fended . ± Tho I 
should die with thee , yet will I not deny thee 

(1) Be ca use it le a ds one t o feel stronger than 
other·s (26 :33 ) 

(2) Be ca use it blinds one to his own frailties 
--26 :35 (Peter was not yet this strong ) 

2 . ---~ ~ ·......,- t:""'-' __ ...,"*~1£.·, s 
--John 18:10 11 Then Simon Peter ha ving a sword 

drew it , & sm ot e the high priest ' s servant , & 
cut off h i s right e a r . 11 • 

(1) Because it f a ils to re alize His powe r 
-- a tt . 26 :53 11 Th i nkest t h ou tha t I cannot 

now pra y to my Father , & he 0 ha ll presen t
l y give me more t han t welve legions of t:rg] 

(2 ) Be ca uee this is ea sier than "waiting on 
the Lord " (pr a yer ) 

3 . Whi e s in utter f a ilure 
--Mark 14 :70- 71 nd a i e a fter , t hey tha t 

st ood by s a id aga in to Peter , Surely t hou ar t 
one of t hem : for- t hou art a Ga lilae an , & thy 
spee ch a gree th thereto . But he began to cursE 
& to swear , sariin g,I know not this man of 
whom ye spe ak. ' 

V. ~~=.-,~- - ~-- w-. ... ......, . ._...~ ~,......,..,_ Je~~ 
ut , Q,!: -->.l •L,j,,j...~ ;t 

be ca me the leaaer of the 
early ch. It wa s Peter who : made the 1st 
move to choose ru2 other a1ostle; wa s the spok
e sman for the ch . on Pen ec ost; healed man 



.. 

a t Qate Bea 1Jt i.fu1i def ied Sanhedrin when a rrested 
for preaching ; 1st prea ched gospe 1 in Samari1 
dealt with deceit of ~imon Magus , & Ana.n1a s & 
Sapphira; healed Dorca s . 

(T) Be ca use it i mparts a sense of divine ap
proval 

(2 ) Because it brings a sense of personal 
satisfaction 

2 . Wh ich is incre a sed by realizing the inclusive, 
ne ss o e osp 

::ai;;;:;=~~: Ater havin g received the gentile Cor 
nel us into the fellowship of the Church , 
eter re~ort~d 11 to the Jer. Conference: 

--Acts lo : , 4- 3~ Or a truth I perce ive tha t Go 
is no r espe cter of persons : But in every 
nation he tha t fe a re th him, & worketh right 
eousness , i s a c cepted with bim . 11 

( 1 ) Be ca use we kn ow none a re omitt ed 
(2 ,) Be ca use we kn ow God ' s power is inexhausttb 

3. WhiQh_ inspires fidelit unt o the end 
With Acts 11 , Peter passes rom the 

pages of the N. T . Yet there is se cula r his 
tory which tells us more of him . 

(1) In preach ing God 1 s Word 
alilQ,...• Peter pa s tor of ch . a t Antioch fo 
7 year s & then prea ched in Asia Min or . 
First l e tter written to Xn ' s s cattered 
i n Asia . 

(2 ) In bearing one ' s Croes 
• Euse bius , in his Eccle s i as tical 

Hi st ory, tells of Peter ' s death . Peter ' 
wi fe c r i/ci!' ied be f ore him while he wa s 
compe lled to look on . Peter encoura ged 
he r , ttRemember the Lo rd . " 1fuen h i s c ru
ci f ixi on came , eter requested tha t he 
might be cr uci f i ed head downwards , f or 
he felt himself not to be worthy of die 
ing a s his Lord ha d di ed • 

- S I S S O OF I> R ' ~ IAL I I; VI 
& DRAMATIC SENTENCE . 11 THE LO TURNED & LOOKED uPO 
PETER . "---ONE LOOT. FROM THE EYES OF J SUS COULD AL-

AYS BRING PETER E.II_ CK, TOD ..._, .. .,.w,i..,_,S & LOOKS WITH 
YES OF MERCY UPON YOU -- WHAT WI LL YOU DO? 
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1st in the series on Th e Twelv e 

Meet the T ~elve 
It is strange that we know so little of the twelve dis

ciples of our Lord. One would think that the Gospel writers 
would have told us more of these men. It is strange, coo , 
that there is so great a lack of knowledge about what they 
DID tell us. The chances are that few of you can name 
more than six of them, and many of those who make the 
attempt will start out with ''Matthew, Mark, Luke and John,'' 
and thus prove themselves fifty percent wrong! 

Actually, almost nothing is known of several of them, 
while about others we know a good deal. 

Why is it important that we learn about these twelve 
men? First, because they were closely associated with 
our Lord, and we are bound to be interested in anyone who 
knew Him as they did. How did He affect their lives, and 
how did they affect His? Second, a closer acquaintance 
with them should serve to make us better acquainted with 
our Lord . And, most important, this study will help to 
bridge the distance between them and His followers of 
today, and may thus help us to be better followers. We 
shall learn of their faults, their failures, as well as their 
successes. 

A. B. Bruce, in "The Training of The Twelve," cites 
three stages in the fellowship of the disciples wit_h Jesus: 
First they were simply believers in Him as the Messiah, 
One who would soon set up a Kingdom on earth, in the 
governmen't of which they hoped to assist. In this stage 
they were merely occasional companions of our Lord at 
such special even ts as the marriage fe a s t 'lt Can~., 2. ::,ass
over celebration in Jerusalem, and his visit to John the 
Baptist. In the second stage they accompanied Him wher
ever He went , having entirely di s carded their previous 
occupations. (This was not true of Peter, Andrew and 
John , however, for they "left all" and followed Him at 
their first sight of Him.) Third, there was the final and 
definite selection of the twelve, a select group (probably 
made in the la st year of His ministry) who accompanied 
Him at all times and who underwent a period of training . 

.~at was jt for which tbey were e@iAg traioed? ~ e 
fishers of men. As Bruce wrote : "to cast he net of di vine 
truth into t e sea of the world and o land on e shore s 
o the 1v1ne ing om a great multitude of believing soul s .' .' · 

How well did they accomplish this m1ss10n? Ifie an
swer may be found by asking a simple question: Had it 
not been for the twelve, is it not possible that the image 
of Jesus might well have perished from human memory? 

Their personal growth , like ours , was a gradual one. 
It is easy to say, "If I had only known Jesus personally 
as they did, how much better Christian I would be!" But 
we must remember that our own opportunities of knowing 
Him are infinitely greater than theirs. Aside from their 
contact with Jesus, their sole religious heritage was the 
Hebrew Scriptures, much distorted by the Scribes, while, 
in addition to the Gospel accounts we have available to us 
all the other books of the New Testament, each of them 
revealing, in its own way, the teaching of our Lord. 

,ihar kiod a{ weo 3 ece rhe5e rwelve? First, they were 
; ommon, ordinary men. As Bruce says: "The truth 1s, 

that Jesus was obliged to be content with fishermen, and 
publicans and quondam zealots for apostles. They were 
the best that could be had .. . And so Jesus was obliged 
to fall back on the rustic but simple, sincere and energetic 
men of Galilee. And He was quite content with His choice, 
and devoutly thanked His Father for giving Him such as 
the y." 

These were also privileged men. Jesus said to them 
on one occasion, "Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things that ye see: for I tell you, that many prophets and 
kings desired to see the things which ye see, and saw 
them not; and to hear the things which ye hear , and heard 
them not." Truly, it WAS a privilege to be near the Master , 
- a privilege that would mean a great deal more to us who 
have had the additional privilege of later insight into His 
life and teaching. 

They were also enthus iastic men. They were filled 
with enthusiasm. They were possessed of a dream of a 
Messianic Kingdom through which their people would be 
delivered from the bondage of Rome and of the intolerance 
of their religious leaders. 

They were j_eyoted men - men who literally forsook 
everything (even their families, in some cases) to be with 
Him. 

They were c;ourageous men. Jesus warned them that 
they would be persecuted, and tradition, at least, records 
that six of the twelve died as martyrs to their Lord. 

At on ,z- s:rnge, the se we~e very disapooint ed men . The 
plans which they had so earnestly taken to heart had crum
bled in ashes at their feet. They were stunned, not know
ing where to look for a revival of their hopes. 

And they were, at that same sta~. scared men. "They 
all forsook Him and fled." Before we condemn them, let 
us remember again that their background was very different 
from ours - and remember, too , that many, many alleged 
followers of our Lord have likewise forsaken Him. 

But there came a time when these men - or, at least, 
eleven of them, became revitalized roea How true that 
was we shall discover as we examine their lives one by 
one. 

What was the teaching heritage which our Lord left 
with these men? The y had learned it, not in a formal school , 
but by observing their Master as Be taught and worked. 
Bruce puts it in unforgettable words: 

"Enlightened in mind , endowed with a charity wide 
enough to embrace all mankind, having their conscience 
tremulously sensitive to all claims of duty, yet delivered 
from all superstitious scruples, emancipated from the fet
ters of custom, tradition and the commandments of men, 
and possessing tempers purged from pride, self-will, im
patience , angry passions, vindictiveness and implacabil
ity.,, 

Can we say the same? 



1st in the series on The Twelv e 

Meet the Twelve 
It is strange that we know so little of the twelve dis

ciples of our Lord. One would think that the Gospel writers 
would have told us more of these men. It is strange, too , 
that there is so great a lack of knowledge about what they 
DID tell us . The chances are that few of you can name 
more than six of them, and many of those who make the 
attempt will start out with "Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, ' ' 
and thus prove themselves fifty percent wrong! 

Actually, almost nothing is known of several of them, 
while about others we know a good deal. 

Why is it important that we learn about these twelve 
men? First, because they were closely associated with 
our Lord, and we are bound to be interested in anyone who 
knew Him as they did. How did He affect their lives , and 
how did they affect His? Second, a closer acquaintance 
with them should serve to make us better acquainted with 
our Lord. And, most important, this study will help to 
bridge the distance between them and His followers of 
today, and may thus help us to be better followers. We 
shall learn of their faults, their failures, as well as their 
successes. 

A. B. Bruce, in "The Training of The Twelve," cites 
three stages in the fellowship of the disciples wit_h Jesus: 
First they were simply believers in Him as the Messiah, 
One who would soon set up a Kingdom on earth, in the 
governmen°t of which they hoped to assist. In this stage 
they were merely occasional companions of our Lord at 
such special events as the marriage feast at Cana, a pass
over celebration in Jerusalem, and his visit to John the 
Baptist. In the second stage they accompanied Him wher
ever He went, having entirely discarded their previous 
occupations. (This was not true of Peter, Andrew and 
John, however, for they "left all" and followed Him at 
their first sight of Him.) Third, there was the final and 
definite selection of the twelve , a select group (probably 
made in the last year of His ministry) who accompanied 
Him at all times and who underwent a period of training . 

What was it for which they were being trained? To be 
fishers of men. As Bruce wrote: "to cast the net of di vine 
truth into the sea of the world, and to land on the shores 
of the Divine Kingdom a great multitude of believing souls.'' 

How well did they accomplish this mission? The an
swer may be found by asking a simple question: Had it 
not been for the twelve , is it not possible that the image 
of Jesus might well have perished from human memory ? 

Their personal growth , like ours, was a gradual one. 
It is easy to say, "If I had only known Jesus personally 
as they did, how much better Christian I would be!" But 
we muse remember that our own opportunities of knowing 
Him are infinitely greater than theirs. Aside from their 
contact with Jesus, their sole religious heritage was the 
Hebrew Scriptures, much distorted by the Scribes, while , 
in addition to the Gospel accounts we have available to us 
all the other books of the New Testament, each of them 
revealing, in its own way, the teaching of our Lord. 

What kind of men were these twelve? First, they were 
common, ordinary men. As Bruce says: "The truth is, 

that Jesus was obliged to be content with fish·ermen, and 
publicans and quondam zealots for apostles. They were 
the best that could be had . . . And so Jesus was obliged 
to fall back on the rustic but simple, sincere and energetic 
men of Galilee. And He was quite content with His choice, 
and devoutly thanked His Father for. giving Him such as 
they." 

These were also privileged men. Jesus said to them 
on one occasion, "Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things that ye see: for I tell you, that many prophets and 
kings desired to see the things which ye see, and saw 
them not ; and to hear the things which ye hear, and heard 
them not." Truly, it WAS a privilege to be near the Master, 
- a privilege chat would mean a great deal more to us who 
have had the additional privilege of later insight into His 
life and teaching. 

They were also enthusiastic men. They were filled 
with enthusiasm. They were possessed of a dream of a 
Messianic Kingdom through which their people would be 
delivered from the bondage of Rome and of the intolerance 
of their religious leaders. 

They were devoted men - men who literally forsook 
everything (even their families, in some cases) co be with 
Him. 

They were courageous men. Jesus warned them that 
they would be persecuted, and tradition, at least, records 
that six of the twelve died as martyrs to their Lord. 

At one-stage, these were very disappointed men.. The 
plans which they had so earnestly taken to heart had crum
bled in ashes at their feet. They were stunned, not know
ing where to look for a revival of their hopes. 

And they were, at that same stage, scared men. "They 
all forsook Him and fled." Before we condemn them, let 
us remember again that their background was very different 
from ours - and remember, too, that many, many alleged 
followers of our Lord have likewise forsaken Him. 

But there came a time when these men - or, at least, 
eleven of them, became revitalized men. How true that 
was we shall discover as we examine their lives one by 
one. 

What was the teaching heritage which our Lord left 
with these men? They had learned it, not in a formal school, 
but by observing their Master as l::le taught and worked. 
Bruce puts it in unforgettable words: 

" Enlightened in mind, endowed with a charity wide 
enough to embrace all mankind, having their conscience 
tremulously sensitive to all claims of duty, yet delivered 
from all superstitious scruples, emancipated from the fet
ters of custom, tradition and the commandments of men, 
and possessing tempers purged from pride, self-will , im
patience, angry passions, vindictiveness and implacabil
ity.,, 

Can we say the same? 



4th in the series on The Twelve. 

Peter 
As we analyze the lives and the characters of the 

twelve, we find one of them who bears a closer resemb
lance to most of us today than any other- he was impetu
ous, impatient, quick to speak, hasty in temper, fearful in 
time of danger - just as many of us are. And yet- this 
man, with all his failings, was destined to be the great 
leader of the Christian Church. In his honor the greatest 
cathedral of all time was built on the very place where the 
Emperor Nero drove his chariot through his gardens, illu
minated by the burning bodies of the Christian martyrs. 
In his honor the great Michelangelo designed that great 
cathedral. There you will see the famous statue of Peter, 
worn smooth by the kisses of the Pilgrims who have jour
nied there from all parts of the globe. Around the great 
golden dome of St. ?eter's cathedral are inscribed these 
words: Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.'' 

Upon these words of our Lord to Peter the Roman 
church has based its belief that Peter was the first pope, 
and that the Roman Catholic Church is the guardian of the 
"keys of the kingdom.'· We shall discover however that 
ouc own interpretation of these words is very different. 

The life, the words and the character of Peter, as they 
are revealed to us in the gospels and in the book of Acts, 
being to us six lessons in effective discipleship. The 
word "disciple" means "one who is taught, or trained.'' 
In that literal sense, the great majority of church-mem
bers are NOT disciples, for their training consists of the 
hearing of an occasional sermon as they worship in Church
and our worship services are not primarily training periods, 
but, as the word implies, periods of worship. In many 
churches the sole training church-members receive is in 
the Sunday School where we learn to apply our faith into 
life, while many churches insist on a few weeks of train
ing in the meaning of church-meml er5hip prior to receiv
ing new members into the church. Then the new members 
are welcomed into the church, and, to a great extent, their 
training ends. 

The true disciple of Christ must undergo continuous 
training, whether that training be in the church or by con
stant study of the Word of God at home. Peter learned at 
the feet of the Master, and became a great pillar of the 
church because of what he learned. Because the risen, 
present Christ is with us today, we, too, can learn at His 
feet- with the additional advantage that we have for our 
instruction books the great library of the New Testament, 
which includes two letters written by the apostle himself. 

What, then, can we learn of effective discipleship from 
Peter? 

1. Effective discipleship recognizes that Christ's way is 
more important than our way. As a result of Christ's mirac
ulous feeding of the five thousand a great movement was 
started to make Him an earthly king, and He definitely re
fused to be a part of any such movement. As a result, the 
great throngs that had hitherto followed Him drifted away 
until it looked as though only His disciples would remain 
by His side. Then it was that He turned to them and said, 
"Will you also go away?" and at that, Peter expressed 
his own feeling in these words: "'Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe 

and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God". In that moment Peter made what William Barclay 
( "The Master's Men" ) describes as "The Great Dis
covery." 

In my pastoral calling, I have discovered that there 
are many, one-time church-members who no longer attend 
church regularly- if at all- because- to put it simply- their 
own ideas and opinions seemed more important than their 
allegiance to the Christ, the Son of the living God. And 
as they left the church for the last time, I can imagine 
Christ turning sadly to the remaining congregation, and 
saying, "Will ye also go away?" 

Whatever the faults of the church, it is still the Church, 
and if we ace not satisfied that all is well, surely it is ouc 
obligation, as loyal disciples, to remain and do our best 
to make it the kind of church we think it should be- or to 
allow our minds to be open and to be convinced that may
be our way is not, after all, the best way. 

2. Effective discipleship recognizes that every disciple 
has a part in forming the living church. In his first letter, 
Peter, writing to "the exiles of the dispersed tribes", 
says: "Ye, also, as lively stones, are built up a spirit
ual house." Phillips translates the phrase as "living 
stones." 

You will remember that Christ said, on one occasion, 
to Peter, "Thou act Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church." The Greek word for "Peter" is "Petros", 
while the Greek word for "rock" is "Petra" and thus we 
see Christ's play on words to drive home His point. What 
did our Lord mean when he declared that "on this rock I 
will build my church?" Surely he was saying that, as 
Peter himself afterwards declared, every Christian is a 
living stone in the edifice of the Church, and that Peter 
was himself the first of these stones. In that sense, every 
disciple is a pope! 

The Church - THIS church - is never a complete edi
fice as long as there are missing "lively stones.'' And 
this community is full of potential church building mater
ial! As your pastor, it is a part of my privilege to lead in 
the gathering together of these stones; that is one of the 
things for which I am paid, altogether aside from the re
sponsibility which as your pastor, I feel in this regard. 
Still, there are many ways in which the layman can also 
help to gather these stones- by telling the pastor of those 
who are potential material, by speaking a word for your 
Lord and His Church as you meet these folk, by giving 
them a hearty welcome when you see them in church. Yes, 
EVERY disciple has a part in forming the living Church. 
Every disciple should be a "lively stone.'' 

3. Effective discipleship recognizes that we dare not ar
gue with God's purposes. After Peter had made his great 
confession, the evangelist Matthew tells us that "From 
that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
of the elders and chief priests, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day." Then it was that Peter rebuked his · 
Lord, saying, "Be it fac from thee, Lord, this shall not be 
unto thee." Jesus was annoyed and disappointed in Peter. 



"Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an offence unto me: 
for thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men." Or, as Phillips so expressively puts it: 
"Outofmyway, Satan! You stand right in my path, Peter, 
when you look at things from man's point of view and not 
from God's.'·' 

God's purposes for us, for our country, for the world, 
and for our Church, may seem at times to be unfathonable. 
Yet, a study of His Word will surely give us guidance as 
to His purposes. The white man who refuses to accept
and welcome- integration; the church-member who refuses 
to contribute to the missionary enterprise of the church; 
the man or woman who enters into deliberate sin- all of 
these are examples of those who would argue with God's 
purposes. Christ accused Peter of allowing Satan to take 
over and tempt Him even as He had been tempted on the 
Mount of Temptation, when Satan offered Him three ways 
to escape His destiny- to bid for loyalty by offering mater
ial inducements; to win men by sensational means; or to 
compromise with evil. And just as our Lord re fused to 
allow Satan to persuade Him in that hour, he recognizes 
an even more subtle form of temtation when Satan seeks 
to persuade Him through one who He loves deeply. No, 
we dare not argue with God's purposes. 

4. l'he effective disciple is proud to show his colors. In 
the Upper Room, on that last Thursday night, Peter had 
affirmed unbreakable loyalty to his Lord. "Though all 
men shall be ·offended because of thee, yet will I never be 
offended.'·' A few hours later this same man, accused of 
being a disciple, declared, "I don't even know him!" It 
may well be doubted if we, in the same position as Peter 
was there in the courtyard at Jesus' trial, when all the 
others had fled in fear. What would have happened to 
Peter had he stood up proudly and declared, "Yes, I am 
one of His followers, and proud of it!" we cannot know. 
We do know that he was not willing to take a chance on 
what might happen. He played safe, as we so often do! 

The proof of a man's Christianity is not that he is in 
church on a Sunday, though that is certainly one of the 
evidences. But the final proof is that of LIFE. The pur
pose of modern Sunday School curriculi is to attempt to 
translate FAITH into LIFE, which is, of course, the Bible 

way. Our profession means very little unless what we be
lieve is translated into what we do and how we act. Do 
the people you meet on the street, in your home, at work, 
and at play, recognize that you are a disciple of our Lord 
by what you say and how you act? 

S. Effective discipleship obligates the disciple to a re
sponsibility to all Christians, everywhere. After His res
urrection, our Lord appeared to His disciples for the third 
time, and on that occasion turned to Peter, who had denied 
Him, and said, ''Peter, do you love me?" "You KNOW I 
do!" replied Peter. "Then feed my lambs," said Jesus; 
"Do you REALLY love me, Peter?" Again Peter replied, 
"YOU KNOW I love you!" For the third time .Jesus asked 
him, "Do you love me?" and Peter was hurt: "You who 
know all things know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed 
my sheep." What was our Lord telling Peter? "You made 
a mistake, but you are, after all, the Rock, a livingstone 
and your responsibility will be co look after the little dis
ciples and the fully grown disciples, Wherever they may 
be.'' And that, too, is OUR responsibility, as His disciples. 
If there are unchurched in our neighborhood, maybe even 
next door, we have a definite responsibility toward them. 

6. Effective discipleship means following "The Way" re-
gardless of any sacrifice that may be demanded of us. The 
Bible does not tell us how Peter died, but all traditional 
material unanimous is declaring that Peter went to Rome 
about: A.D. 61, and that he was martyred there, probably 
by upside-down crucifixion. We have not had time to trace 
Peter's way through the book of Acts. We are told that he 
became the leader of the early Christian Church, that it 
was he who made the first move to elect a successor to 
the traitor,Judas, that it was he who preached that power
ful sermon at Pentecost. It was Peter who was arrested 
by the Sanhedrin for preaching the message of his Lord, 
and who defied the Sanhedrin to do their worst. It was 
Peter who received the first Gentile into the exclusive 
Jewish Christian Church. 

How the Risen Christ had changed Peter! Now he was 
truly a Rock, uncompromising, fearing nothing and no
body. 
Christ can change us, too. Has He changed YOU? 



The Sin of the Shadows 
A. Maurice Norton 

Matthew 26:58, 69-75 

Introduction 

What boy hasn't thrilled at the challenge of the roller 
coaster as it pulls three hundred feet up in the air and 
then plunges down again with blinding speed. The entire 
ride consists of going up and racing down-up and down, 
up and down. 

Peter was much like the roller-coaster. He was up 
and then down, up and then down. One moment he majes
tically treaded the angry waves while a storm hurled its 
fury at a little boat filled with frantic disciples, and the 
next moment he floundered beneath the salty brim. At 
one time Jesus said ro him, "Blessed art thou Simon Bar
jonah," and on another occasion the Lord referred to the 
big fisherman as "Satan." Spiritually and emotionally, 
Peter was up a_nd down, reaching the heights and then sink
ing to the depths. 

Before we become to critical of Peter, what Christian 
hasn't had the same experience, emotionally and spiritual
ly. We all have our valleys of despondancy-our "far-off" 
experiences. 

I. Peter's Distance. 

"And Peter followed afar off." This behavior of 
Peter thrusts an incongruity upon us. It is difficult 
to visualize big, blustery, boastful, boistrous, Peter 
being in the background of any scene. Nevertheless, 
all three of the snyoptic gospels depict identical 
scenes. 
l. Peter Had Backsliden. 

Only a few months before ~he black night of our text Peter 
had risen to the heights of that unforgetable experience 
when he cried, "Thou art the Christ, the son of the Living 
God." Now, he walked in the shadows of the disappearing 
crowd. Perhaps, his devotion wained when Christ began 
speaking about a cross instead of a crown. Christian de
votion thrives during the period of spiritual blessing, but 
often dries to dust when there are crosses to bear. We 
cannot always be on the mountaintop of spiritual blessing. 
There is difficult work to do for God-work that often takes 
us through the valleys. We must traverse the dark valleys 
and illuminate them with the light of the gospel. Not all 
of life is a "Hallejah situation." The work of the gospel 
is often hard, difficult, and discouraging. It takes a real, 
consecrated Chris~i_!m and not a babbling one to do it. Pe-

ter was human, he wanted the crown, but not the cross. 
This is often our problem. Friends, the cross and the val
ley accompany the crown and the mountaintops. We cannot 
lay down the cross and expect to receive the crown. Peter, 
who gloried in the light was now walking in the shadows. 
He had his crosses and crowns confused. His behavior in 
the Garden of Getheseme that very night was a vivid mani
festation of spiritual laxness. 

Shortly before Christ's arrest in the Garden of Gethe
semene, Peter had vowed never to forsake the Lord. Then, 
he had vehemently proclaimed his dying devotion to Christ, 
but in the Garden he could not even stay awake to pray 
with him. He must have heard the pathos in Christ's voice 
and recognized the urgency of the situation as the Lord 
beseiged him three times to pray with him. Yet, Peter 
drifted off to sleep. 

When the soldiers came for Jesus, Peter awoke with a 
start. He had been boastful, but unwatchful. He sought 
to make up for his lack of devotion with zeal. With a cry, 
he surged toward the throng of scribes and Pharisees 
which crowded around the Master. Peter fully intended to 
make good his loud vows of loyalty. Usually, those who 
loudly proclaim their depth of spirituality are doing so 
because their roots are shallow. Peter had grown so lax 
and cold that he felt the need of informing the Lord of 
his devotion. 

When Malchus, a servant of the High Priest, started 
treating Jesus roughly Peter drew his sword (probably a 
fish-knife) and aimed a mighty blow. Luckily for Malchus, 
the sword was not g uided by a soldier's skilled hand, but 
by a fisherman's inexperienced thrust. The aim was a 
little off center, but still close enough to sever an ear. 
Stepping back and bandishing his weapon from side to side, 
Peter cried excitedly, "Who's next." He would have 
stood off the entire group, but before any more harm could 
be done Jesus stepped in, stopped the fight, and healed 
the mutlitated ear of the dancing, screaming Malchus. 
Turning to Peter, Jesus called in a firm voice, ''Have 
you been this long with me and not yet l earned that I want 
followers, not soldiers. Know ye not that they who live 
by the ·sword will die by the sword." 

Peter's down ward path of backsliding involved his 
boasting of self-sufficiency. He cried, "Lord, even though 
all the disciples forsake you, I will remain loyal." Notice, 
he involved others by comparing them to himself. This 
was unnecessary and unfair. This is the old, old method 
of conceit-improving the image of self by belittling others. 
In essence, Peter was saying, "Lord, you don't know my 
value. These others are unstable and won't count much 
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when the chips are down, but I can be counted on." No
tice again, the big "I's" in Peter's statements. It is 
evident that he had taken his eyes off Christ and placed 
them on self. 

2. Peter was Perplexed. 

Let us for a moment stand with Peter on that chilled 
night. The crowd has gone on. We can see the flickering 
flames of the disappearing torches as the bearers decended 
the slope of the hill. We are standing close to Peter. 
It's evident that he is puzzled and perplexed. We can al
most feel the humanness of his reasoning. He probably 
mumbled to himself, ' ' I can't do anything right. Whatever 
I do is wrong." 

From the moment that Jesus had ceased speaking about 
"keys to the kingdom," and had started speaking about a 
cross Peter had been puzzled, and confused. His former 
hopes and aspirations of a kingdom vanished. He had 
been willing to fight, but had been rebuked. As the pro
cession, torches held aloft, neared the home of Caiaphas, 
Peter shuffled along after them. Stumbling along, all a· 
lone in the darkness, he mumbled half-aloud, "if I only 
knew what Jesus wants me to do. He acts as though He 
wants to die.'' If Peter had stayed awake in Gethsemene 
to witness the agonizing battle of Christ, he would have 
known the answer to his question. Herein lies the root of 
our perplexities, anxieties, and frustrations. We are try
ing to fight the Lord's battle without the indwelling power 
of the Lord. We wouldn't have so many probl_ems, so often 
if we "stayed awake to pray with the Lord. '• There is no 
substitute for prayer and devotion - no other source of 
spiritual strength. Spiritual stability cannot be whipped 
up through programs of personal promotion. There must 
be surrender to Christ and fellowship with the Lord through 
the Holy Spirit. 

II, Peter's Denial. 

Following in the background shadows, stumbling along, 
Peter arrived at the place of Christ's trial after the gate 
to the courtyard had been closed. Eastern dwellings of 
the wealthy class were built around a four-sided court 
with the interior space completely enclosed like a private 
yard. Gaining entrance, Peter strolled toward a group 
where Jesus was being discussed. The Master was ridi
culed and condemned by everyone. Not a voice protested, 
no one had a kind word for Jesus. It was plain to Peter 
that this crowd was set against his Lord. What was he to 
do? He couldn't turn to anyone else. This was Peter's 
problem and he must make his own decision. 

1. Peter's First Denial. 

It was a cold night, and a fire had been built in the 
courtyard. Seeking warmth from the night's chilled air, 
the soldiers and enemies of Christ had gathered around 
the fire where they derisively discussed the arrest of 
Christ. One boldly stated, "Imagine our stupidity, think
ing this fellow had some kind of supernatural power." 
Chilled and confused, Peter crept unobtrusively within the 
warming reach of the fire. But the comforting warmth cost 
Peter. The courtyard resounded with jests and crude 
jokes, all directed at Christ. Sitting in the flickering 
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shadows of the jumping tongues of fire, Peter was close 
enough to hear the crowd's insulting remarks. The laugh
ter grew louder and the scorn more biting. Peter's body 
might have been gett_ing warm, but his spirit was growing 
colder by the minute. Jostled by the milling crowd, Peter 
decided to remain quiet. He wouldn't join in the ridicule, 
nor would he speak out in defense of the Lord. He would 
not cause a scene, but for the moment would assume neu
trality. 

Just as Peter had settled his problem, or rather com
promised his convictions and thus voiding his ,testimony, 
someone tossed a fresh supply of thorny brush (the same 
kind that was woven into a crown for Christ) on the fire. 
In the light of the leaping flames a maid recognized Peter 
and said, "Thou also was with Jesus of Gallilee." Per
haps, the maid took Peter by such surprise that he ans
wered before realizing the cowardly nature of his denial. 
In all likelihood this question was asked of him privately, 
and hoping to stop the girl from publicly identifying him 
he answered, "I don't know what you are talking about." 
The stal wert rock was turning to shifting sand. 

2. Peter's Second Denial. 

After being recognized by the maid, Peter moved to 
another portion of the courtyard. More than an hour elapsed 
before another maid recognized him as one of Christ's 
disciples. This girl did not speak to him personally, but 
turned toward the open fire and in a loud voice called, 
"Here is one of the Nazarene's followers." Panic strick
en, Peter blurted out his momentous lie, "I know not the 
man." 

To add credulance to his denial he put himself on 
oath; for that is the meaning of "swearing" here. He 
actually took an oath that he kne w not Christ. Forgetting 
the Lord's command forbidding the use of an oath in com
mon speech, he invoked God's name to attest his false
hood. 

Remember that an hour passed between the two de
nials. Peter was not taken by surprise this time. He had 
plenty of time to think over his actions. This indicates 
that Peter had decided to go on lying and denying Christ. 

No one can successfully maintain neutrality where 
Christ is concerned. There are occasions where silence 
is denial. Peter's compromise with convictions produced 
the verbal denial. His cowardly course led to subsequent 
denials when all the difficulty could have been avoided 
by clarifying his relationship to Christ at the very first. 

3. Peter's Third Denial. 

Later, some of those who stood by the fire came to 
Peter and said, "Surely you are one of this man's discip
les. Why your Galilean accent betrays you." Like water 
seeping_ into . a ~tor'!1-tossed ship, fear flooded through the 
weakemng d1sc1ple s soul. At this point Peter sank to a 
new low. He began cursing and raging, given over com
pletely to hysterics and anger. The big, brusque leader 
collapsed like a rotten timber under the pounding force of 
driving gale. 

Conclusion 

Plagued with guilt and remorse, Peter sat huddled in 
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gospel of Christ is God's answer to man's perplexity, an
xiety, frustration, and insecurity in any age. 

3, A Gospel of Simplicity 

In a day when the landmarks of faith and moral stan
dards are disolving, the gospel of Christ is imperative. 
Every area of Life has grown complex, even religion has 
become confused and involved. Numerous new ·religions 
have arisen, calling men to this creed or that practice. 
Against the background of such complexity the gospel of 
Christ remains simple and understandable. To men and 
women defeated by their sins, Christ simply and clearly 

-

calls: "He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet 
shall he live again.'' The simple gospel of Christ is truly 
the power of God in this our age of disillusionment, and 
panic. The immoveable rock upon which man can anchor 
his life is found in Christ. 

Conclusion 

The gospel of Christ is inclusive. Any person has 
the invitation to believe and accept. The gospel of Christ 
is personal; each person must make his own decision. Sal
vation involves the. personal will of man; we must submit 
our will, our lives, and our souls to the Son of God. 

Simon Peter 
4th in a Series of Thirteen Sermons 

By LANCE A. MANTLE 

As we analyze the lives and the characters of the 
twelve, we find one of them who bears a closer resemb
lance to most of us today than any other- he was impetu
ous, impatient, quick to speak, hasty in temper, fearful in 
time of danger - just as many of us are. And yet- this 
man, with all his failings, was destined to be the great 
leader of the Christian Church. In his honor the greatest 
cathedral of all time was built on the very place where the 
Emperor Nero drove his chariot through his gardens, illu
minated by the burning bodies of the Christian martyrs. 
In his honor the great Michelangelo designed that great 
cathedral. There you will see the famous statue of Peter, 
worn smooth by the kisses of the Pilgrims who have jour
nied there from all parts .of the globe. Around the great 
golden dome of St. Peter's cathedral are inscribed these 
words: Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

Upon these words of our Lord to Peter the Roman 
church has based its belief that Peter was the first pope, 
and that the Roman Catholic Church is the guardian of the 
"keys of the kingdom.'' We shall discover however that 
our own interpretation of these words is very different. 
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The life, th& words and the character of Peter, as they 
are revealed to us in the gospels and in the book of Acts, 
bring to us six lessons in effective discipleship. The 
word "disciple" means "one who is taught, or trained.'' 
In that literal sense, the great majority of church-mem
bers are NOT disciples, .for their training consists of the 
hearing of an occasional sermon as they worship in Church
and our worship services are not primarily training periods, 
but, as the word implies, periods of worship. In many 
churches the sole training church-members receive is in 
the Sunday School where we learn to apply our faith into 
life, while many churches insist on a few weeks of train
ing in the meaning of church-membership prior to receiv
ing new members into the church. Then the ne w members 
are welcomed into the church, and, to a great extent, their 
training ends. 

The true disciple of Christ must undergo continuous 
training, whether that training be in the church or by con
stant study of the Word of God at home. Peter learned at 
the feet of the Master, and became a great pillar of the 
church because of what he learned. Because the risen, 
present Christ is with us today, we, too, can learn at His 



ing the hill was the Parthenon • . Paul was not impressed 
by the prominence of the· philosophers or impeded by the 
presence of paganism. He presented a conception of God 
so enamoring that the Greek gods by comparison lapsed 
into insignificance. · Boldly and without hesitation, Pa~l 
proclaimed the gospel of Christ before the most respected 
intellectuals of his day. · As a result many believed on 
on Christ. · 

2. Before the Influential. · 

Paul_ was equally unashamed of the gospel before the 
· influential, royal heads of his day. · A group of Jews had 
plotted and brought about Paul's imprisonment. · In the 
course of time Paul was summoned before Felix. A crowd 
gathered to see if Paul would dare preach his gospel be
fore this powerful ruler. The hearing was set in Herod's 
palace at Caesarea. The marble halls echoed with the 
clanking sounds of the prisoner's dragging chains. Seateq. 
on jeweled chairs were Felix and Drusilla. Josephus, the 
gr-eat Jewish historian of this age, described Felix· as a 
fadec:l, withered, pagan who was the worst ruler that ever 
swayed the destiny of Judea. He was profligate," lasciv
ious, and lustful. Drusilla, a sister of King Aggrippa, had 
lived with three husbands and was now living in open 
adultry. : At the time of Paul's appearance she was the 
runaway wife of one man and the adultrous paramour of 
~th~ . . 

Paul stood before these two with chains on his arms . 
and his body scarred with _the marks of cruel beatings. · 
His coarse garment, -woven by his own hands, contrasted 
with the velvet and purple of Felix and his paramour. The 
court was filled with speculation: "Would this man with
out influence or political pull dare preach his gospel be
fore these two. · What would his attitude be. Surely, he 
would cringe, patronize, and be obsequious.'' The rulers 
and court gallery had a surprise in store for them. Paul 
preached unto them the gospel of Christ u_ntil Felix trem
bled under the impact of conviction. · 

3. · Before the Wicked 

At another time in Paul's experiepce he, along with 
Silas, ,had been placed in a Phillipian jail for preaching 

the gospel. They had been beaten wtth iron rods-physical 
brutality of the Worst kind. With bruised and bleeding 
backs, they had been .cast into the inner prison without 
their backs medicated or even washed. · The inner-prison 
was a damp dungeon without any light and almost void of 
fresh air. The stench of these filthy enclosures was un
bearable and beyond prolonged human endurance.;rhe jail-· 
er added to this inhuman treatment by securing their feet 
in stocks. : Roman stocks were instruments of torture as 
well as means of maximum confinement. · The holes . where 
the ankles were locked were far enough apart to extend 

. the legs in a painful manner. · The apostles' bodies were 
filled with pain and their ears were filled with the .cursing 
and swearing of those complaining against similiar fate. 
They could hear the groans of those who were dying of 
disease and the shrieks of those in pain. 

As the jailer bent over to secure their feet in the stocks 
he scowled, "Let's see how great your God is now. If 
you're wise, you'll quit all this foolish preaching. These 
men in here will cut you to ribbons. They are cut-throats 
of the worst kind; murders, robbers from every section of 
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the empire.'·' Having said his piece, the jailer turned to 
leave. The whole cell block became suddenly quiet. Seiz
ing this opportunity, Paul and Silas began singing praises 
to God and testifying for Chrisf. · 

Paul was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, preach
ing the unsearchable riches of God wherever and whenever 
he had opportunity. : 

II. · Paul's Gospel Message. 

Paul preached the gospel because he had confidence 
in its power to change lives. · 

I. : A gospel of Sanity. : 
The world lias always been afflicted with insanity; 

that is, a moral and spiritual insanity. : Men and women, 
who otherwise act rational and intelligent, by their own 
free will become victims of drink, dope, and other habits 
that produce frightful consequences. -: 

Claiming to love life, -we commit physical and spirit
ual suicide. · There is a strange incongruity between our 
ambitions and our behavior, · We live by the philosophy 
"hate your enemies and wreak vengence on those who mis
use you," We are careful not to be over-merciful, lest we 
manifest some unexpected sign of decent humanity. · We 
want to be the master of our own fate, the captain of ~ur 
our own soul. : Pleasure bent, . we eat, . drink, and live 
merrily as though there were no hereafter. :We gather the 
objects of this material universe as though they were of 
eternal value. In the light of eternity and moral judgment 
all this is sheer insan~ty. : 

Christ's gospel cut across our reckless behavior and 
sane insanity. · He called for men to love their enemies 
and do good to those who misuse them. · Is this not the 
sane approach to our present world tension. · If all men 
would accept this gospel, there would be no cold or hot 
war. · Christ challenged men "to seek first the Kingdom 
of God,':' If men practiced this, we would not be cheating, 
stealing, killing, and getting ulcers to gain the material 
objects of this world. Is it not insane to go to such ex
tremes in order to accumulate money we will never use and 
material objects we cannot take with us on the long jour
ney into eternal life. · The gospel of Christ is man's only 
sane approach to the problems of modem complexities. 

2. A Gospel of Security 

A new fear has invaded the minds of men-the fear of 
in-security. : We cling to plans for security, yet all our 
plans appear rather futUe in the light of atomic warfare. 
Ordinary people are driven by forces beyond their control 
and are seeking for one immovable rock upon which they · 
can anchor their lives. Social security does not dispel the 
fear hovering in the hearts of men. · Clutching at man's 
soul is an .insecurity which stems from a spiritual void, 
an emptiness which result~ from an improper relationship . 
with God. God is not tottering unsteadily OD a crumbling 
world; it is man who totters because his world is crumbl
ing within and without • . We have lost sight of the basic 
revelancy of the world with God, lost sight of the essent
ial meaning of life itself. · 

Our forefathers may have been scientifically ignorant, 
materially poor, and without means of pleasure; but they 
possessed a strength that kept them secure in the midst 
of calamities, hardships., and poverty. A firm belief in the 



feet- with the additional advantage that we have for our 
instruction books the great library of the New Testament, 
which includes two letters written by the apostle himself. 

What, then, can we learn of effective discipleship from 
Peter? 

1. Effective discipleship recognizes that Christ's way is 
more important than our way. As a result of Christ's mirac
ulous feeding of the five thousand a great movement was 
started to make Him an earthly king, and He definitely re
fused to be a part of any such movement. As a result, the 
great throngs that had hitherto followed Him drifted away 
until it looked as though only His disciples would remain 
by His side. Then it was that He turned to them and said, 
"Will you also go away?" and at that, Peter expressed 
his own feeling in these words: "'Lord, to whom shall we 
go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe 
and are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God". In that moment Peter made what William Barclay 
( "The Master's Men" ) describes as "The Great Dis
covery." 

In my pastoral calling, I have discovered that there 
are many, one-time church-members who no longer attend 
church regularly- if at all- because- to put it simply- their 
own ideas and opinions seemed more important than their 
allegiance to the Christ, the Son of the living God. And 
as they left the church for the last time, I can imagine 
Christ turning sadly to the remaining congregation, and 
saying, "Will ye also go away?" 

Whatever the faults of the church, it is still the Chu1ch, 
and if we are not satisfied that all is well, surely it is our 
obligation, as loyal disciples, to remain and do our best 
to make it the kind of church we think it should be- or to 
allow our minds to be open and to be convinced that may
be our way is not, after all, the best way. 

2. Effective discipleship recognizes that every disciple 
has a part in forming the living church. In his first letter, 
Peter, writing to "the exiles of the dispersed tribes", 
says : "Ye, also, as lively stones, are built up a spirit
ual house.'' Phillips translates the phrase as "living 
stones.'·' 

You will remember that Christ said, on one occasion, 
to Peter, "Thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church.'' The Greek word for "Peter" is "Petros", 
while the Greek word for "rock" is "Petra" and thus we 
see Christ's play on words to drive home His point. What 
did our Lord mean when he declared that "on this rock I 
will build my church?" Surely he was saying that, as 
Peter himself afterwards declared, every Christian is a 
living stone in the edifice of the Church, and that Peter 
was himself the first of these stones. In that sense, every 
disciple is a pope! 

The Church - THIS church - is never a complete edi
fice as long as there are missing "lively stones.'' And 
this community is full of potential church building mater
ial! As your pastor, it is a part of my privilege to lead in 
the gathering together of these stones; that is one of the 
things for which I am paid, altogether aside from the re
sponsibility which as your pastor, I feel in this regard. 
Still, there are many ways in which the layman can also 
help to gather these stones- by telling the pastor of those 
who are potential material, by speaking a word for your 
Lord and His Church as you meet these folk, by giving 
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them a hearty welcome when you see them in church. Yes, 
EVERY disciple has a part in forming the living Church. 
Every disciple should be a "lively stone.'' 

3. Effective discipleship recognizes that we dare not ar
gue with God's purposes. After Peter had made his great 
confession, the evangelist Matthew tells us that "From 
that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
of the elders and chief priests, and be killed, and be raised 
again the third day.'' Then it was that Peter rebuked his 
Lord, saying, "Be it far from thee, Lord, this shall not be 
unto thee." Jesus was annoyed and disappointed in Peter. 
"Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an offence unto me: 
for thou savorest not the things that be of God, but those 
that be o.f men." Or, as Phillips so expressively puts it: 
"Out of my way, Satan! You stand right in my path, Peter, 
when you look at things from man's point of view and not 
from God's." 

God's purposes for us, for our country, for the world, 
and for our Church, may seem at times to be unfathonable. 
Yet, a study of His Word will surely give us guidance as 
to His purposes. The white man who refuses to accept
and welcome- integration; the church-member who refuses 
to contribute to the missionary enterprise of the church; 
the man or woman who enters into deliberate sin- all of 
these are examples of those who would argue with God's 
purposes. Christ accused Peter of allowing Satan to take 
over and tempt Him even as He had been tempted on the 
Mount of Temptation, when Satan offered Him three ways 
to escape His destiny- to bid for loyalty by offering mater
ial inducements; to win men by sensational means; or to 
compromise with evil. And just as our Lord refused to 
allow Satan to persuade Him in that hour, he recognizes 
an even more subtle form of temtation when Satan seeks 
to persuade Him through one who He loves deeply. No, 
we dare not argue with God's purposes. 

4. The effective disciple is proud to show his colors. In 
the Upper Room, on that last Thursday night, Peter had 
affirmed unbreakable loyalty to his Lord. "Though all 
men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be 
offended." A few hours later this same man, accused of 
being a disciple, declared, "I don't even know him!" It 
may well be doubted if we, in the same position as Peter 
was there in the courtyard at Jesus' trial, when all the 
others had fled in fear. What would have happened to 
Peter had he stood up proudly and declared, "Yes, I am 
one of His followers, and proud of it!" we cannot know. 
We do know that he was not willing to take a chance on 
.what might happen. He played safe, as we so often do! 

The proof of a man's Christianity is not that he is in 
church on a Sunday, though that is certainly one of the 
evidences. But the final proof is that of LIFE. The pur
pose of modem Sunday School curriculi is to attempt to 
translate FAITH into LIFE, which is, of course, the Bible 
way. Our profession means very little unless what we be
lieve is translated into what we do and how we act. Do 
the people you meet on the street, in your home, at work, 
and at play, recognize that you are a disciple of our Lord 
by what you say and how you act? 

5. Effective discipleship obligates the disciple to a re
sponsibility to all Christians, everywhere. After His res
urrection, our Lord appeared to His disciples for the third 



time, and on that occasion turned to Peter, who had denied 
Him, and said, "Peter, do you love me?" "You KNOW I 
do!" replied Peter. "Then feed my lambs," said Jesus; 
"Do you REALLY love me, Peter?" Again Peter replied, 
"YOU KNOW I love you!" For the third time Jesus asked 

him, ,"Do you love me?" and Peter was hurt: "You who 
know all things know that I love you." Jesus said, !'Feed 
my sheep.':' What was our Lord telling Peter? "You made 
a mistake, but you are, after all, ,the Rock, a living stone 
and your responsibility will be to look after the little dis
ciples and the fully grown disciples, Wherever they may 
be." And that, too, is OUR responsibility, as His disciples. 
If there are unchurched in our neighborhood, maybe even 
next door, we have a definite responsibility toward them. 

6. : Effective discipleship means following "The Way" re-
gardless of any sacrifi<:e that may be demanded of us. The 

-

Bible does not tell us how Peter died, but all traditional 
material,unanimous is declaring that Peter went to Rome 
about: A.D. 61, and that he was ~artyred there, probably 
by upside-down crucifixion. We have not had time to trace 
Peter's way through the book of Acts. We are told that he 
became the leader of the early Christian Church, that it 
was he who made the first move to elect a successor to 
the traitor;Judas, that it was he who preached that power
ful sermon at Pentecost. It was Peter who was arrested 
by the Sanhedrin for preaching the message of his Lord, 
and who defied the Sanhedrin to do their worst. It was 
Peter who received the first Gentile into the exclusive 
Jewish Christian Church. · 

How the Risen Christ had changed Peter! Now he was 
truly a Rock, uncompromising, ,fearing nothing and no
body. 
Christ can change us, too. Has He changed YOU? 

"Is There Any Word ? 
By Sterling L. Price 

Isaiah 5 5: 11 Jeremiah 37:17a 

"My word ••• shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I pl.ease, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it.'' (Isaiah 55:11). (Dr. Moffatt 
translates it:--". . . it carries out my purpose".) 

"The King questioned him secretly in his house and 
said, 'ls there any word from the Lord?' Jeremiah said, 
'There is'.'' (Jer. 37:17a). 

I find in the Bible a drama of salvation in which God 
appears not only as a stage manager but also as the chief 
actor. The Bible is the story of human redemption in which 
God is seeking to bring man into a right relationship with 
Himself. The controversial Dr. Ralph H. Elliott has said 
in his book, "The Message of Genesis", "Man knows, be
lieves, and lives by the fact that God loves us because 
something happened in history to demonstrate His love. 
The Bible is the theological or religious record of God, 
dealing with man in history.'' 

What a need of mind and heart the Christian meets! 
One of the reasons for the present disquietude of mind is 
that so many of our people have an awful ft .• r that, perhaps, 
after all, life is meaningless. We go on day after day forc
ing ourselves to carry out a round of duties or pleasures, 
or both. Does anything mean anything? What is the intel
lectual content of the message we proclaim? We are obliged 
to give careful exposition of the saving acts of God in 
Christ before daring to give an invitation to sinners to re-

spond. · We can be simple, but we should be solid. · It has 
been said that ".commitment without reflection is fanati
cism in action, but reflection without commitment is the 
paralysis of all action''. · 

We must address our appeal to the whole of man's per
sonality, seeking to storm the citadel of his will by ap· 
proaching along the avenues of his intellect as well as 
his emotions. · Dr. John R. W. Stott, Director of All Souls 
Anglican Church in London, said recently, in the January 
edition of "Decision", , "There is no need to pander to 
the intellectual arrogance of unbelievers, but we should 
respect their intellectual integrity. · We need never ask a 
man to commit intellectual suicide when he commits him
self to Jesus Christ. : There is good Biblical precedent 
for desiring that each convert should come with the full 
consent of his mind, heart and will. · T~e early apostles 
were aiming at an intellectual conquest. They wanted 
their hearers to be not just converted but first to be con
vinced.'·' 

Much of our evangelistic preaching today has little 
meat for strong men. · It is too exclusively emotional, 
dealing only with the rudiments of religious truth. It fails 
to catch the intellectual and social life of man at a thou

. sand points. The Biblical emphasis is on holiness, not on 
happiness, on a present and progressive purity of life, and 
faith is the soul's habitual fellowship with God in Christ, 
by whose spirit renewing and sanctifying energy is impart
ed. Oftentimes, our preaching becomes hortatory. · It may 
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make use of the Pauline Epistles, but it cannot move in 
their deep and broad groove. It counts the converts, but 
it neglects to weigh them. Its ammunition is speedily ex· 
bausted, and it can live only by frequent change of place. 

I. MAN IS CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

" ••• and Zedekiah the king said, 'ls there any word 
from the Lord?' and Jeremiah said, "There is!" 

"Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness ••• ·' " (Genesis l:26a). 

There are. three aspects of human existence which 
seem to be basic to the Word of God. The first is: Man is 
created in the image of God. 

The Third Commandment, "You shall not make your· 
self a graven image", implies the rejection not only of 
images fashioned by man but also of "any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water that is under the earth." 
Yet, there is something in the world that the Bible does 
regard as a symbol of God. It is not a temple nor a tree; 
it is not a statue or a star. The one symbol of God is 
MAN. God himself created man in His image. 

There are two ways in which the Bible speaks of the 
creation of man. lo the first chapter of the Book of Gene
sis (which is devoted to the creation of the physical uni
verse), man is described as having been created in the 
image and likeness of God. In the second chapter (which 
tells us of the commandment not to eat of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge), man is described as having been form
ed out of the dust of the earth. Together, image and dust 
express the polarity of the nature of man. He is formed of 
the most inferior stuff in the most superior image. Every 
beast of the field and every fowl of the air was formed of 
the ground. Man, however, was made NOT of the ground 
which is the source of all vegetation and animal life nor 
out of the water which is the symbol for refreshment, bles
sing and wisdom. He was made of ARID DUST, the stuff 
of the desert which is both abundant and worthless. 

"Dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return" (Gene· 
sis 3:19). These words with which the Lord addressed 
Adam, after he had sinned, convey a basic part of the 
Biblical understanding of man. The fact of man having 
been created "in the image and likeness of God" is men· 
tioned as a divine secret uttered in a divine monologue, 
while the fact of man being dust is conveyed to man in a 
dialogue with man. Nowhere in the Bible does man, stand
ing before God, say "I am thy image and likeness.'·' 

Abraham, pleading with God to save the city of Sodom 
knows, "behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, who am but dust and ashes" (Genesis 18:27). 
JOB prayed, "remember, I beseech thee, that thou hast 
fashioned me as clay" (Job 10:9). His last words are, 

"I abhor my words and repent, seeing I am dust and ash
es.'' (Job 42:6 and 30:19). 

In this spirit, the Psalmist describes man as beings 
"that go down to the dust" (Psalm 22:30). 

This miserable fact, however, is also a comfort to him 
who discovers bis failures, his spiritual feebleness. The 
Psalmist is consoled in the knowledge thatGod understands 
our nature; He "remembers that we are dust" Psalm 103:· 
14). 

Man, then, is involved in a polarity of a divine image 
and worthless dust. He is a duality of mysterious gran· 
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deur and pompous aridity, a vision of God and a mountain 
of dust. It is because of his being dust that nis iniqui· 
ties may be forgiven, and it is because of his being an 
image that his righteousness is expected. 

Man's ultimate confrontation is not with the world but 
with God; not only with the divine law but with a divine 
concern; not only with His Wiscbm and Power, but also 
with His love and Care. Man is man because something 
Divine is at stake in his existence. He is not an innocent 
bystander in the cosmic drama. There is in us more kin
ship with the Divine than we are able to believe. The 
souls of men are the candles of the Lord, lit in the cosmic 
way, rather than fireworks produced by the combustion of 
nature's exploded compositions and every soul is indis
pensable for Him. Man is needed. He is a need of God! 
II. MAN IS SOUGHT FOR BY THE LOVE OF GOD 

" ••• and Zedekiah, the king said, 'Is there any word 
from the Lord?' and Jeremiah said, 'there is' !'' 

"But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 

"For God so loved the world that He gave ••• ·" 
(John 3:16a) 
"Tum ye, 0 turn ye, why will ye die?" 

Not only is man created in the image of God, but man 
is sought for by the love of God. Life is a partnership of 
God and man; God is not detached from or indifferent to 
our joys and griefs. God is a partner and a partisan in 
man's struggle f!)r justice, peace and holiness, and it is 
because of His being in need of man they entered a cove
nant with him for all time. A mutual bond embracing God 
and man, a relationship to which God, not only man, is 
com mined. 

God does not judge the deeds of man impassively, in 
a spirit of cool detachment. His judgment is imbued with 
a feeling of intimate concern. He would be the Father of 
all men, not only a judge; He is a lover engaged to His 
people, not only a King. God stands in a passionate re· 
lationship to man. His love or anger, His mercy or disap· 
pointment, is an expression of His profound participation 
in the history of Israel and all men. 

Man is a creature in search of meaning because there 
is a meaning in search of him, because there is God's be
seeching question, "Where art thou?" 

Man is prone to ignore this chief question of his ex· 
istence as long as he finds tranquility in the ivory tower 
of petty presumption • .But when the tower begins to totter, 
~hen death wipes away that which seems mighty and in
dependent, when in evil days the delights of success are 
replaced by the nightmare of futility, he becomes con· 
scious of the peril of evasiveness, of the emptiness of 
small objectives. His apprehension, lest in winning small 
prizes, he would gamble bis life away, throws his soul in
to questions he was trying to avoid. 

But what is man's answer to God's searching cry? 
"Thus saith the Lord: why when I came was .there no man? 
When I called was there no one to answer?" 

Man not only refuses to answer; he often sets out to 
defy and blaspheme. The idea of the Divine image of man 
offers no explanation to the dreadful mystery of the evil 
urge in the heart of man. "The heart is deceitful abov.e 
all things and desperately corrupt; who can understand it?" 
(Jer. 17:9). 

Genesis 6:5 tells us, "The Lord saw the wickedness 



of man was great in the earth and every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And 
the Lord was sorry that He made man on the earth and it 
grieved him to his heart. "One great cry resounds through -
out the Bible; the wickedness of man is great on the earth. 
It is voiced by the prophets; it is echoed by the Psalmist. 
"The earth is given into the hand of the wicked." (Job 
9:24). 

There is darkness in the East and smugness in the 
West. This is a time to cry out. One is embarrassed to be 
called religious in the face of religion's failure to keep a
live the image of God in the face of man. We see the writ
ing on the wall but are too illiterate to understand what it 
says. There are no easy solutions to grave problems. So 
it is, we find ourselves face-to-face with a blank wall. We 
have come to know that "The Lord saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth and every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually". Man 
had finally reached the bottom. Now he cries out,. "ls 
there a balm in Gilead?" He cries out, "ls the're a phy
sician there?" One great cry resounds from the'hearts of 
mankind, "What must I do to be saved?" One great call 
comes from the Word of God, 'Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved.'·' 

III. MAN IS SAVED BY THE SON OF GOD 

" • •• and Zedekiah, the king said, 'Is there any word 
from the Lord?' and Jeremiah said, 'there is'!" 

" •.. if thou shalt confess with thy mouth that Jesus 
is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved" (Romans 10:0). 

"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son of man be lifted up., t)iat whosoever be
lieveth in him may have eternal life" (John 3: 14-15). 

Through sin man forfeited the God-like nature God had 
given him and the destiny of his being, which was to be 
like God. In short, man had ceased to be man. He must 
live without the ability to live. Herein lies a paradox of 
human nature and the source of all our woe. Since that 
day, -the sons of Adam, in their pride, have striven to re
cover the divine image by their own efforts. Their mis -
shapen form, modeled after the God they have invented 
for themselves, grows more and more like the image of 
Satan, though they are unaware of it. But God does not 
neglect His lost creature. He plans to recreate His image 
in man, to recover his first delight in His handiwork. As 
man can no longer be like the image of God, God must be
come like the image of man. God sends His Son -- here 
lies the only remedy. 

Let the preacher preach the Social Gospel. If he shirk 
that task, he may escape discomfort, but he will not es
cape discomfort, but he will not escape himself or Christ. 
Let him preach a truer nationalism. Let him preach a fair 
industry -- whose smoke becomes the pattern of His Face 
against the sky. Let him cleanse the Temple. Let him 
overturn, by his zeal, the tables of the money-changers. 
BUT let him keep that preaching ever in the constraint of 
Christ's love; lest, wondering into propagandist realms it 
is slain.. Let him so preach that in all things"He may be 
exalted". 
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Biblical preaching deals with man's life as he lives 
it in his search for peace, in his search for the peace with
in him. The search for peace within the self is always 
doomed to fail; the two loneliest places in the world are 
a strange city and one's own ego. When a man is alone 
with his thoughts, in false independence of the love who 
made him, he keeps bad company. No amount of psycho
analysis can heal the uneasiness that results. Such a mind 
may attempt to shut out divinity but if God, "the great 
disturber", and His Message are left out, ,the result is 
misery rather than mercy. 

Nothing exceptman can ever become less than its na
ture. The monkey can not become less than a monkey; a 
cauliflower can not become less than a cauliflower; an 
orange can not become less than an orange; BUT a MAN 
can become less than a man, as he can also become MORE 
than a man. He can become less than a man by acting 
like a beast. He can become MORE than a man by be
coming a Child of God. 

This is where Biblical preaching comes to its great im
pact, as it preaches the transcendent, holiness, power and 
sovereignty of a God of love and that peace which He cre
ates through Christ and into which we can enter upon the 
sole condition of penitence and faith. 

The Bible has a word for life. The Bible has a word 
for every facet of life. But we continue to spin our wheels 
in the muck and mire of a church-centered promotion. We 
need to get back to the high ground of prophetic and fear
less proclamation of the Word of God. I am not one-half 
as afraid of the power of Communism in our Baptist church
es as I am of our almost frantic desire to advance the King
dom of God with the promotion in methods that leads to 
Christianity. 

There is much talk today about the saving of the soul 
but little about the need of penitence. We are engulfed 
with the promotion of church organization but hungry to 
hear of the Kingdom of God, about the Bread of Life. Want
ing to be a Proclaimer of God's Word, .the preacher today 
is nothing more than a promoter of man's methods. 

I am simply in agreement with Geo~ McLeod of the Iona 
Community in Scotland that the Cross be raised again in 
the center of the market-place as well as on the steeple 
of the church. Jesus was not crucified in a cathedral be
tween two candles, but on a cross between two thieves; 
on the town garbage heap, on a cross-roads so cosmopoli
tan that they had to write His title in Hebrew, Latin and 
Greek; at the kind of place where cynics talk smut and 
thieves curse and soldiers gamble. Because that is where 
He died and that is what He died about. And that is where 
churchmen should be and what churchmen should be about. 
Some how, by some means and methods,, we must let the 
church be the church. As Christians we are not called 
upon to magnify the church until we have first magnified 
Christ. 

-
A Series on Contrasts 

The Anger of the Meekest Man - Moses 
The Weakness of the Strongest Man - Samson 
The Folly of the Wisest Man - Solomon 
The Hopefulness of the Saddest Man - Jeremiah 



6th in the s eries on The Twelve. 

John 
One of the most famous paintings in the world is Leo

nardo da Vinci's "Last Supper." But, looking at his 
characterizations of the disciples, one cannot but wonder 
where he got his models, and why he selected them. One 
of the least likely faces is that of John, who is leaning 
upon' Jesus' breast, How could the artist conceive of 
John as the effeminate creature whom he thus portrays? 
John was a fisherman, not a gigolo! I picture him as a 
young man (he was probably the youngest of the twelve), 
deeply tanned, with skin roughened by the sea air, rugged 
and sturdy. 

John was a cousin of Jesus. (His wife and Jesus' 
mother were sisters.) His father was quite well-to-do, for 
he had a prosperous business and many servants. 

The gospels make no attempt to gloss over the mis
takes and the faults of the twelve. One of the glimpses 
we have of John is on that occasion whe.n he was taken 
to Jesus, with his brother James, by their mother, who 
asked that her two sons be given a place of preferment 
when Jesus became e~rthly Messiah. John, then, probably 
shared with his brother an ambitious nature. 

1. DISCIPLESHIP IMPLIES HUMILITY. One of the les
sons that all of the disciples had to learn was that of 
humility. Indeed, it was not until the last Thursday of 
our Lord's life that they really learned that lesson, when 
Jesus took a basin of water and towel, and washed His 
disciples' feet. That He should deign to such a lowly 
task shocked them, as He meant it to. 

At the initial performance of Handel's Messiah, at i ts 
conclusion, the audience sat for a moment in overwhelmed 
silence, and then stood to its feet and gave the oratorio 
thunderous applause. All eyes were turned to Handel as 
he rose, then lifted his eyes and his right arm and pointed 
heavenward. God had given him his talent; the inspiration 
for his work came directly from His word, and he wanted 
Him to have the credit. 

One of the greatest truths of discipleship is that our 
Lord can use anyone and everyone. He does not demand 
that we be wealthy, or talented, or highly educated. A 
little English house servant gave her heart to Christ, and 
was much impressed with the story of Mary and Martha at 
the home of Lazarus, their brother, when Jesus was visit
ing them. You remember that Jesus seemed to reprove 
Martha because she complained that Mary was so absorbed 
in Him that she had no time to -help with the housework. 
The little maid sat down and wrote these inspired words: 

Lord of all pots and pans and things, 
Since I've not time to be 
A saint by doing lovely things, 
Or watching late with Thee, 
Or dreaming in the dawnlight, or storming 

heaven's gates, 
Make me a saint by getting meals, 
And washing up the plates. 

Although I have Martha's hands, 
I have a Mary's mind; 
And when I black the boot:S and shoes, 
Thy sandals, Lord, I find. 

I think of how they trod the earth 
Each time I scrub the floor. 
Accept this meditation, Lord; 
I haven't time for more. 

Warm all the kitchen with Thy love 
And light it with Thy peace 
Forgive me all my worrying, 
And make all grumbling cease. 
Thou who didst love to give men food, 
In a room or by the sea, 
Accept this service that I do-
I do it unto Thee. 

2. DISCIPLESHIP IMPLIES UNDERSTANDING TOLER
ANCE. One day John came to Jesus and said, "Lord, we 
saw someone casting out devils in Thy name; and we for
bade him, because he was not one of us.'' Jesus reproved 
him, saying, "For bid him not, for no one can do wonders 
in my name and speak against me." 

On another occasion, you remember, John, with his 
brother James, ask.ed Jesus to call down fire on a village 
which had refused to allow him hospitality. 

Contrast this attitude of John with his three letters 
and we see how far he had advanced in Christian thought! 
I do not know how many times the word "love" occurs in 
his letters, but I would guess that it appears at least fifty 
times. The son of Thunder has now become the Son of 
Love. The essence of love is forgetfulness of self, and 
the Way of Discipleship places Christ first, others next 
and self last. If, as a body of followers of the Christ we 
make this our rule, then, and only then will we become the 
power for our Lord that He would have us be. 

Dale Carnegie has said, "You can make more friends 
in two months by becoming interested in other people than 
you can in two years by trying to get other people inter
ested in you." Thus it is with the church, for the only 
way that we can get people interested in the church is for 
the church to show people that we are interested in them. 

3. DISCIPLESHIP IMPLIES ADVANCEMENT. When we 
look at the John who worked as a missionary for Christ, 
and who wrote the fourth gospel, we see what a long way 
he had travelled. We cannot be real disciples and stand 
still- either we will advance or we will fall back. Some 
church members are like the mule which the schoolboy de
scribed in his essay; "The mule is awful backward about 
going forward." Someone has said that the largest room 
in the world is the room for advancement. David Living
stone said, "I'll go anywhere providing it is forward." 
High in the Swiss Alps there is a rugged, snow-driven cross 
bearing these words: "He died climbing." That is for us! 

4. DISCIPLESHIP IMPLIES WORK. In the church, we 
usually call it "service," but work is a more earthy name, 
and many of our tasks may be earthy. I hope that the time 
may come when every member of this church may be on a 
committee of some kind, with a definite job to do. Cer
tainly there is work f~r all. John labored for years as a 



missionary, and then, when exiled to the island of Patmos, 
he wrote that book which is the last book in the Bible, 
and, because of its allegorical nature, is a mystery to so 
many. John never stopped working! One is reminded of 
the stranger who wandered into a Quaker meeting, during 
the period of quiet meditation that is a characteristic of 
many meetings of the Friends. The stranger leaned over 
the shoulder of a man in front of him and asked, "when 
does the service begin?" "Friend," said the Quaker, 
"it begins when the service ends." 

5. Finally, DISCIPLESHIP IMPLIES LOVE. John, the 
disciple whom Jesus loved, the disciple to whom our Lord 
entrusted his mother as he died on the cross, writes more 
about love than any other subject. He quotes Jesus' words, 
"A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one 
another; by this shall ye KNOW that ye are my disciples." 
It is to John that we owe that most-loved verse in the 
Bible, found in the 3rd chapter and the sixteenth verse of 
his gospel: "God so loved the world that He gave." It 
was in one of his epistles that John wrote, "Beloved, let 

us love one another; for love is of God." It was John 
who wrote: "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called sons of God.'' 
"Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another." 

Someone has said, ''It is no chore for me to love the 
whole world. My only real problem is to love my next
door neighbor." 

As Gustave Dore was putting the finishing touches to 
the face of Christ in one of his paintings, a friend said, 
"You must love Him very much to be able to paint Him 
thus." "Love Him, madam?" exclaimed Dore, "I 00 
love Him, but if I loved Him better I could paint Him bet
ter." Yes! If we loved Him better we could reflect His 
life better, serve Him better. If we loved Him better we 
would inevitably love others better. 

He drew a circle and shut me out, 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 
But love and I had a will to win
We drew a circle and took him in! 
That is the center of Christ's gospel, of John's gospel 

and letters. Let us make it our center! 



2nd in the series on The Twelve. 

Andrevv 
Andrew and his brother Peter operated a small fishing 

business on the Sea of Galilee. Like many brothers, these 
two were entirely different. In fact, one might at first 
question whether the title of this sermon is not exaggerated, 
for surely, of the two, Peter was the man of action? Peter 
was the type who DASHED into action, impulsively, al
most without thought; Peter was the kind of man who fre
quently opened his mouth before he took time to think. 
Andrew, on the other hand, was not a talker-he was a doer, 
as we shall see. He is only mentioned in the Bible four
teen times-which, however, is more than many of the other 
disciples are mentioned. 

The first time we get acquainted with Andrew is when 
as a disciple of John the Baptist, he first catches sight 
of Jesus. As he stands with John and a group of his dis
ciples, a figure quietly approaches the little group and 
John exclaims: "Behold the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!" Andrew's eyes meet those of 
the Christ, and without a word he leaves John and goes 
to Jesus' side. Jesus asks him. "What do you want?" 
and Andrew replies: "Rabbi, where are you staying?" 
Jesus smiles and say&, "Come and see." That day An
drew discovered a new life, and at the close of day he 
sought out his brother Peter and breathlessly exclaimed: 
"We have found the Messiah!" He brought Peter to Jesus 
and introduced him. Jesus looked at Peter and, recogniz
ing in him the rock-like characteristics which would make 
him, one day, a great leader, said, "Thou art Peter (Pe
tros); thou shalt be called Cephas, which means a stone. " 
(petra). Thus, this early, Peter is singled out as the lea
der, while Andrew, who brought him to Christ, takes second 
place. But Andrew was the type who worked best un
recognized, who was perfectly willing to work quietly, 
without fanfare. 

How often we fail to recognize the importance of those 
folks in our congregation who go about their tasks quiet
ly and without recognition! And how really essential they 
are to the progress of our church! What would we do with
out them? We need dynamic leaders, folks who are always 
willing to step forward and assume the important tasks 
that only a born leader can accomplish; but their work 
would be futile if it were not for the quiet workers who 
support them and do the smaller, essential tasks without 
asking anyone for appreciation of their efforts. 

Our second glimpse into Andrew's character comes on 
a day when Jesus has finished preaching to a great mul
titude of people. They have listened to him eagerly and 
patiently, but now they suddenly realize that they are hun
gry. They are far from horn e-how shall they be fed? The 
disciples have a simple solution: "Send them home!" 
But Andrew has another idea. He finds a small boy who 
is carrying a picnic lunch-a few rolls and a couple of fish
es. Andrew brings the boy to Jesus-and says simply: 
"There is a boy here" - and a miracle is wrought as the 

little boy's lunch multiplies and multiplies until the entire 
crowd is fed. 

Just a boy! But it took Andrew to see the possibili
ties! Do you recall the famous story of the humble Scot
tish minister who, at the close of a series of evangelistic 
meetings, came to the last night with never a soul saved? 
As he delivered his impassioned invitation at the close of 
the last sermon, a little boy stepped forward. "Is this 
the best that can result from these meetings?" thought 
the minister, as he stepped forward, in deep disappoint
ment, to greet the boy, and won him for Christ. Little did 
he realize that, as a result of that conversion, untold thou
sands would be won for his Master, for the boy was David 
Livingstone! 

There is a boy here! In our homes, in our Bible 
Schools, in our church services, let us never forget: 
"There is a boy here!" The future of our homes, of our 
churches-yes, of our very country may well depend on this 
boy or this girl. And so, for the second time, Andrew, th'e 
quiet worker, brings someone to our Lord and, in doing so, 
makes a great contribution in His service. 

Our third sight of Andrew finds him being approached 
by a party of foreigners-Greeks. As they acost Andrew, 
they say, "Sir, we would see Jesus." Andrew might well 
have said, "I'm sorry, but the Master is a busy man. It 
keeps him busy, day and night, caring for the needs of 
His own people-I'm afraid He doesn't have time for for
eigners." But that would not have been Andrew. He sim
ply told them to follow him and led them to Jesus. That, 
after all, was his specialty! And how we need that kind 
of specialist in the church today! 

Some years ago I was supplying a church and, as I 
stood before the pulpit I noticed a brass plate screwed to 
the top of the pulpit where it would catch the eye of the 
preacher each Sunday. On the brass plate were these 
words: "Sir, we would see Jesus!" Yes. That is the 
One whom these worshippers had come to see, and in that 
twenty minutes, as I preached, I tried to make them see 
Him. 

Andrew! What a man! Every time we see him he is 
bringing someone to the Master! What an inspiration he 
should be to each one of us. Andrew was not a preacher; 
he was not even a leader; but he brought men to Christ. 
Don't leave the winning of souls to your pastor-that, too, 
is YOUR privilege. 

Tradition tells us that Andrew died a martyr to his 
Lord; that he was crucified; that he asked that, since he 
felt unworthy of his Lord, he be crucified on an X-shaped 
cross. 

How could such a man as Andrew, such a quiet but ef
fective worker for his Master, feel unworthy? Surely it is 
that humility that makes his efforts that much greater. We, 
too, can be humble workers in the vineyard of our Lord. 
Let's do it! 



3rd in the series on The T welve. 

James, Maior 
If your picture of the 12 is taken from stained glass 

windows - halos around their heads, saintly expressions 
upon uplifted faces - it needs revision. For these were 
ordinary men. In fact, in almost every way, they were 
very similar to ourselves, and none of us wear halos! 

Two such ordinary men were James and John, who 
owned, in partnership with their father a prosperous fish
ing business on the shore of' the Sea of Galilee. Nowa
days we would call the business "Zebedee and Sons.'' 
As they worked, mending their nets, stretching them out on 
the-sand to dry, launching their boats, dragging in and un
loading the catch, they had not the least idea that very 
soon they would graduate from fishers of fish to fishers of 
men. 

One day, you remember, Jesus visited another fishing 
company and found Andrew and Peter casting their nets in 
the sea. One sentence - Come ye after me and I will make 
you fishers of men - sufficed; and they immediately left 
their task and followed Him. Jesus then turned along the 
lake shore and, after walking a short distance, found the 
business of Zebedee and Sons. "And straightway He 
called them: and they left their father, Zebedee, in the 
ship with the hired servants, and went after Him." 

In every list of the disciples, James is listed in the 
first three names. Yet we know very little about him. His 
name is mentioned only once, except in connection with 
his b·rother John, and frequently in connection with a third 
disciple - Peter. These three, Peter, James and John 
formed the inner circle of the men who surrounded Jesus. 
Our difficulty in constructing a portrait of James, there
fore, is that we find him alone on only one occasion - 1the 
day of his execution; for James was the first of the apos
tles to die a martyr's death. 

It is a strange fact that James' brother, John, never 
ever mentions his brother James in his beautiful and in
spiring gospel. Apparently John, whom we shall come to 
know as "the beloved disciple," so overshadowed his 
brother that even he placed him in insignificance. Which 
only goes to show that one never knows! 

I. So here is our first glimpse of James' character. 
Like Andrew, he was willing to take second place, to be 
considered a fifth wheel. And yet, after the resurrection 
and ascension of our Lord - 17 years after Jesus called 
him and his brother to follow him, he gave his life for His 
Master. For 14 years he labored as a missionary. His 
emblem shows three shells, symbols of his voyages. He 
became the leader in the church at Jerusalem, and when 
King Herod Agrippa, seeking to increase his popularity 
with Rome, sought to stamp out the Christian faith by se
lecting a martyr, he chose the leader of the church, James , 
who was executed with the sword. 

Sometimes it is the insignificant folk who make the 
most contribution to the cause of Christ - folks whose mag
nificent obsession it is to work quietly, without credit. 

2. And yet, James, like his brother John , was not the 
quiet type. Why these two were called "the Sons of 1hun
der?" They were quick-tempered, ready to "fly off the 
handle" when provoked. One day, when Jesus, with His 
disciples, was visiting in Samaria- a country whose people 
despised the Jews- the little company was met by a party 

of Samaritans and told to get out of town. The disciples 
were indignant at such treatment, but it remained for James 
and John to put their indignation into words: "Lord, shall 
we send down fire from heaven, and consume them?" 

When we are mistreated, it is easy to lose our sense 
of judgment, to lose our tempers and, in effect, tell those 
who have mistreated us to "go to hell." Jesus exhibited 
the proper spirit when He replied: "You know not what 
manner of spirit you are of, for the Son of Man is not come 
to destroy men's lives, but to save them." "And they 
went to another village." In other words, Jesus, without 
protest, quietly left the place where He was not wanted, 
and went to another place. 

Thus we have in this incident three important truths: 
First, the truth which Jesus enunciated in his Sermon on 
the Mount: "Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that de spitefully use you, and persecute you." Eusebius 
tells us that on the day of James' execution, his prose
cutor was so moved by James' testimony that he was led, 
at that moment, to confess Christ, and begged James to 
forgive him for his part in his conviction- and both were 
beheaded at the same time. 

Another truth may be seen in the attitude of our Lord 
toward those who reject Him. He does not insist on being 
received; he does not call down coals of fire on his re
jectors; he simply and quietly moves on to more fertile 
ground. It is a terrible thing to reject Jesus. When He 
comes to His own- those whom He has purchased with 
His life-blood- and His own receive Him not, we have wit
nessed the climax of a tremendous tragedy. Will He come 
again and offer Himself to those who have rejected Him? 
Yes, He comes, again and again, but each time He is re
jected, He moves on, and each time it is easier for us to 

turn Him away until the day comes when we do not hear 
His knock as He stands at our heart's door. And thus a 
a tragedy reaches its culmination. 

The third truth we gain from this incident is that we 
should not allow ourselves to become discouraged and 
bitter when things do not go our way. Recently I received 
a letter from a minister who had just returned from a con
ference with his brother pastors. He was very discour
a ged. So many pastors had presented glowing reports of 
ti work- one, with a membership and status about like 
hfr own, had reported more than 200 additions to his 
chvtch in the past year, while he had had less than 50. 
He d osed his letter with the question, "Wherein have I 
failed? I feel like going out and digging ditches, where 
I can show something for my efforts." I replied with 
Phillips' translation of a phrase in Paul's letter to the 
Corinthians: 'Sometimes I think that you have too many 
meetings." A conference that was designed to inspire 
pastors turned out to be a self-righteous contest to see 
who could show the best results. But can we measure 
the results of our work in figures, in statistics? Who 
would have thought, looking at James as he labored at 
his nets, that he would be the first of the Twelve to .offer 
up his life for his Lord? Who would have been able to 
see the great multitude of souls won for Christ by his mis
sionary efforts? The Son of Thunder learned how to thun
der for Christ! 



3. One day, Salome, the mother of James and John, 
approached Christ with her two sons, and made a pecul
iar- and selfish- request. When Christ set up His kingdom 
on earth, would he reserve the seats on either s i'de of 
His throne for her sons? James and John wa.ited eagerly 
for His answer. But when it came, they were· disappoint
ed. "You don't know what you are asking! Can you drink 
the same cup that I shall drink? Are you willing to share 
my cross?" "Sure, we can!" they answered, little re
alizing that the day would come when one would be be
headed and the other would spend many years in exile, 
for their Lord. 

The Bible record seems to indicate. that it was the 
mother, rather than the sons, who wanted this honor for 
them. Yet, surely they must have agreed to her suggest
ion, as she led them to Jesus with her request. So, while 
James had within him some of the willingness to take 
second place, as had Andrew, there was also an ambi
tious strain in him that was not good. Here seems to be 
a conflict of personality that, at first sight, seems hard 
to understand. Yet, if we remember that James was very 
like many of us- willing to give preference to others in our 
better moments, but with surges of human selfishness 
coming to the surface at times- we may understand him 
better. James, like us, was only human. 

Because \\eare so human, it is easy for us to become 
self-centered. It is easy to accept the things that come 
our way, without any real sense of gratitude, to accept 
them as our due without asking, "What have I really done 
to deserve this?" It is easy to be like that little boy who 
was offered some candy by his uncle, and whose father 
asked him: "What do you say to Uncle Bob for giving 
you the candy?" "More" replied the child. Here were 
two men who were privileged to bask in the sunshine of 
the Master's presence and teaching. But they wanted 
more. 

4. James, in Company of his brother John and Peter, 
is mentioned again, when the three of them were privi
leged to witness the transfiguration of their Master. We 
are not told how that transfiguration affected him, but we 
may assume safely that it marked a milestone in his life, 
and that he vowed, in that hour, that he would never be 
selfish again, that he would follow Jesus wherever it 
might lead him, and at whatever cost. 

5. The last incident in which James appears pictures 
the disciples in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus tells 
eight of the disciples to rest, while He goes a distance 
away, with Peter and James and John. Leaving them a
lone He approaches a quiet solitary spot where He pros
trates Himself before His Father and agonizes in prayer. 
What were James' thoughts as he saw His Master in the 
distance, in that bitter agonizing before the Throne? Ap
parently he was not too disturbed, for he, with the others 
fell fast asleep. He could not yet comprehend the trag
edy that was about to be enacted. Jesus expressed His 
deep understanding and sympathy when He failed to re
proach them for their lack of watchfulness and said, "The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

Surely this understanding spirit of our Lord should 
teach us how WE should act when we see those whom we 
might otherwise condemn who fail to realize the crucial
ity of the hour. Their spirit is willing- but their flesh is 
weak. It took the final crisis to bring the disciples to 
their senses; and sometimes it takes a crisis in our lives 
to wake us up to our responsibilities. 

For the Christian that crisis must surely be a vision 
of the suffering, dying, agonizing Saviour upon His cross: 

I gave my life for thee, My precious blood 
I shed, That thou mightest ransomed be, and 
quickened from the dead. I gave my life for 
thee- WHAT HAST THOU DONE FOR ME? 



5th in the series on The Twelve 

Philip 
We would know nothing whatever about Philip if it were 

not for John's account, for he is not mentioned, except in 
the list of the Twelve, in the first three gospels. We have 
mentioned before the strangeness of the fact that so many 
of these twelve men are more orles s ignored by the gospel 
writers. It is strange, too, that in the account of the fol
lowers of our Lord in the book of Acts, only Peter and 
John are given any prominence. Paul is the new apostle 
who takes the limelight there. We have to rely on tradition 
to tell us how any of the twelve met their end, with the 
exception of course, of Judas. The New Testament writ
ers did not realize that one day, through the pages of the 
New Testament, the names of the Twelve would be made 
immortal. 

Philip appears only five times in John's gospel, and 
always in the company of one or more of the other discip
les. His story is intertwined, inevitably, with that of his 
friend Andrew, and thus we shall recall those incidents 
we related when we talked about Andrew a few weeks ago. 
1. Philip was another of the disciples to whom our Lord's 
first words were simply, "Follow me!" Actually, he was 
the very first of the disciples to hear those words. 

2. Immediately after hearing the call of the Master, and 
following Him, Philip sought out his friend Nathanael, and 
told him that he had discovered the presence of the Mes
siah. Nathanael, you remember, was skeptical, and ex
plained in disbelief, "Can anything good come out of Naz
areth?" Philip's answer was simple: "Come and see for 
yourself!" He did not attempt to argue the matter with 
Nathanael- as William Barclay has said (The Master's 
Men): "Argument often only obscures; confrontation sweeps 
away a man's defences." 

Christians could realize that belief on the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, following Him, knowing Him, obey
ing His teachings, living for Him, are the things that make 
us one Body in Christ: how one is baptized, how the church 
is governed and administered, whether the Christian Sab
bath is on a Saturday or on a Sunday- these are surely un
important in the light of the great and fundamental beliefs 
upon which we are all agreed. 
3. Philip makes his next appearance on the occasion of 
the feeding of the five thousand. You remember that af
ter Christ had talked to the multitude, they were hungry, 
and our Lord turned to Philip, who, it has been suggested, 
was chief steward, in charge of the feeding of the Twelve. 
Jesus asked Philip, "Whence shall we buy bread, that 
these may eat?" Philip exclaimed, "Ten dollars worth of 
bread would not be enough for them, even if they only had 
a little each." (Phillips). John adds that Jesus asked 
Philip this question to test him, for He himself knew what 
was to be done. Philip failed the test! 

Philip would like to have fed the multitude, but he 
conceived that the cost would be too great. And even if 
they could find the money, how was it po~~ble to g_et food 
on such short notice? To feed them was JUSt an imprac
ticable idea. Best forget it! 

Philip was the cautious type, the type of man or woman 
who, faced with a great challenge, say at once, "It's im
possible! Forget it!" It can't be done!" As Edgar Guest 
wrote: 

"Somebody said that it couldn't be done, 
But he with a chuckle replied, 
That maybe it couldn't, but he would be one 
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried." 

The Bible puts it even better: "Where there is no vi
sion, the people perish." 

As active, working Christians we are faced with new 
challenges each day. As an active Church, we, too, con
stantly face new challenges. There is the constant chal
lenge to reach out- to bring more people into our church 
and under the influence of the gospel. There is the chal
lenge that we meet every time we come across indifference 
and evil. There are questions that we need to ask our
selves: is our church meeting the needs of the community? 
Is it reaching the unchurched, the youth, the sick, ,the 
troubled? Is it reaching into broken, or breaking, homes 
with its message of love and understanding? Is it reach
ing beyond the local community, into other lands where 
the gospel is so sorely needed? Is it carrying the messag'e 
of life and of physical as well as spiritual healing through
out the world? Which brings us to the challenge as it faces 
us, as individuals: Am I doing all I can to help the church 
to become an effective instrument for our Lord? 
4. We meet Philip once more in an incident which we re

lated when we talked about Andrew. You remember that 
some Greeks sought out Philip, when he was with Andrew, 
and said, simply, "We would see Jesus." What did Philip 
do? He did not take them to Jesus. It is probable that 
the Greeks first approached Philip because, though he was 
a Jew, he had a Greek name. But Philip was not the type 
to make up his mind in a hurry. These men were not Jews; 
they were foreigners. Would Jesus welcome them? So he 
turned to Andrew- and Andrew, without a second's hesi
tation, took them to the Master. 

I suspect that you would be surprised if you knew how 
many folk you meet who would like to say to you, "We 
would see Jesus." Maybe they hesitate because they are 
not sure how you would react. Maybe they are waiting for 
a hint, a word of invitation, waiting for you to give them 
some indication that you would like to help them. Don't 
leave the invitation to Andrew! 
5. As has been the case in so many of the twelve, our 
final sight of Philip is in the Upper Room. Jesus has been 
trying to make the disciples see that the end is near, that 
soon He will be rejoining His Father. Then Philip blurts 
out: "Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satis
fied.'·' Jesus replies in those immortal words, "He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.'·' William Temple has 
said that • 'the central fundamental affirmation of the Chris
tian religion is that Jesus of Nazareth is the unique, final 
manifestation of God." Like Philip, we may have trouble 
in understanding the Fatherhood of God, in finding out, as 
so many children have trouble in finding out, "what God 
looks like." It is through Jesus that we know the Father. 
This is the mystery of the incarnation. "The glory of God 
is to be seen where men least expect it- in the weakness, 
the suffering, the lowliness of Him who "emptied Himself," 
ta!cing the form of a servant. Christ is God- not in spite 
of the infirmities He shared with us, but because of them. 
His dignity is seen in the indignities He endured. Noth-



ing so much became the love of the Most High God as to 
mingle with mankind as one of us- limited for a season 
by our frailties, that from these frailties we might be e
ternally delivered." _(The Lord of Christian Faith and 
Life," Board of Christian Education, United Presbyterian 
Church of the U. S. A.) 

Christ's reprimand to Philip provides a fitting conclu-

sion to what I have said this morning. Jesus said to Phil
ip, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you do not 
know me, Philip?" We have the means to know our Lord 
a great deal better than Philip could; and yet, I can hear 
Hirn saying to me. "Have I been with you so long, and yet 
you do not know me, Lance?" Our Lord Himself provided 
the answer: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me." 



8th in the series on The Twelve. 

Judas Iscariot 
In 1776 an American general led an expedition to Ca

nada, fought with distinction at Saratoga, and was placed 
in command of the fort at West Point. The British hold on 
New York, where Clinton was in command, seemed pre
carious, since the French threatened to advance from the 
coast to join the forces at West Point. Then, all at once, 
the tide turned in favor of the British as the commander of 
West Point, Benedict Arnold, sent a secret messenger to 
Clinton offering to surrender West Point for the sum of 
twenty thousand pounds, 

What caused this man, whose name will forever stand 
for infamy in American history, to become a traitor? 

Winston Churchill, in his "History of the English 
Speaking Peoples," cites the following reasons: First, 
Arnold was dissatisfied with the conduct of the American 
Patriots; second, he had married a loyalist lady; third, he 
was head over heels in debt; and, fourth, he had recently 
been reprimanded at a court-martial for misappropiating 
Government property. 

Infamous though we consider Arnold's conduct, today 
we think of another traitor, whose very name is despised 
by all the world. His name, of course, is Judas Iscariot, 
Judas of Kerioth, the only Judaean among the twelve, the 
rest being Galileans. 
1. T HE POTENTIAL: The fact that our Lord selected 
Juda s to be one of the Twelve shows without doubt that 
within Judas were the same potentials as were common to 

the other members of the Band. He had been raised in a 
good home. We know of nothing in his past which was in 
any way disgraceful. He did not have the disadvantages 
that Matthew, for instance, had, as an oppressor of his 
own race. Since he was short! y elected to be treasurer of 
the Twelve, it seems likely that he had been a business 
man, who knew how to take care of and account for money. 
In short, he was respected as honest, trustworthy, capable 
and intelligent. Even in that hour in the Upper Room, when 
he left to betray his Master, the other disciples did not 
suspect him- they thought that, as treasurer, he had left 
to make the poor-offering which was a part of the Passover 
custom. (John 13:29). 

So: the POTENTIAL was there. Instead of remember
ing him as a traitor, w·e might have remembered him as a 
great missionary. The materials were there, but somehow 
or other they became corrupted, poisoned, and all that 
might have been was submerged by Judas' inability to cope 
with: 

2. THE CIRCUMSTANTIAL. You would think, wouldn't 
you, that it would be impossible to associate with our 
Lord for all of those months, to be near Him, to see Him 
at work as He healed the sick in body and in spirit, to 
hear Him as He taught the multitudes and, particularly, 
His disciples- you would think it impossible that out of 
this association could spring up the weeds of betrayal io 
the midst of this garden of devotion. What happened, any
way, to make a traitor out of Judas? 

Of the causes of Benedict Arnold's treachery, two ap
ply also to Judas- First and foremost was dissatisfaction 
Judas was a realist. We never hear a word from him such 
as Peter offered when he declared "We believe and , are 
sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

He never came to Thomas' decision, when he said to J e
sus, all doubts removed, "My Lord and my God!" In fact, 
the only time that Judas is quoted in the Gospels as hav
ing said anything, prior to his final act of betrayal, is 
when he saw Mary of Bethany anoint Jesus with precious 
ointment, and said "How much better it would have been 
to sell the ointment and give the money to the poor!" And 
John adds, (Phillips translation, "He said this, not be
cause he cared about the poor, but because he was dis
honest, and when he was in charge of the purse used to 
help himself to the contents." 

Judas was dissatisfied with the way things were going. 
Like the other disciples, he had envisioned an earthly 
M~ssianic Kingdom, where he would share in the glory of 
government. But the Master had been talking more of spi
ritual things than temporal; His ideas were to impractical. 
Take some of the things He had said on that day He preach
ed to the multitude on the Mountain! This business of 
offering the other cheek when someone hit you, .of loving 
your enemies, of not taking thought of the morrow! And 
now His enemies, the religious leaders of the Jews, were 
closing in on Him, and as far as Judas could see, the whole 
thing was going to blow up. 

We do not know that Judas, like Arnold, was head over 
heels in debt, but we do know that he loved money, and 
that he had been helping himself to the money in the trea
sury. But before we shout "Thief! Embezzler!" Let's 
look a little deeper, not into the heart of Judas, but into 
our own hearts: 

There is not a single person present in this congre
gation who gives a single penny to the church! Does that 
startle you? It's true! Over and over again our Lord em
phasized the principle of Christian Stewardship, which 
seated simply, means that nothing that we are, nothing 
that we own, is really ours. It is all entrusted to us, loaned 
to us, by our Lord, and everything that we are and have 
must some day be accounted for : our time, our abilities, 
our possessions. So, may I draw an obvious, though shoc
king conclusion? The man who misuses his time, his abil
ities, his possessions, his money, is, like Judas, an em
bezzler and a thief! Those may be harsh words, but to 
what other conclusion can we come if we a ssume the 
fundamental premise that we DO owe to God our primary 
responsibility? And they are not my words, but the words 
of the Scripture. Churchill says that one of the causes of 
Arnold's treachery was his resentment that his misappro· 
priation of Government funds had been discovered. We 
DARE NOT misappropriate the time, the abilities and the 
possessions which our Lord has entrusted to us , for you 
remember the question of the prophet Malachi, "Will a man 
rob God?" and his reply- "Ye have robbed me!" 

How often we have allowed CIRCUMSTANCES co· lead 
us away from the right path! Our Lord, we s ay, is asking 
too much of us, His demands are unrealistic. And so, like 
Judas, we turn toward the path of betrayal. 

The potential was there, but the circumstantial changed 
Judas to someone a far cry from what might have been, 
and thus we come to-

3. THE TERMINAL. Judas woun~ up on the end of a 
rope, but that was not the greater tragedy. The real tra-



gedy occurred when he held out his ha nd and accepted the 
price of betrayal. 

Let's go back, for a minute to that upper room. The 
disciples, and our Lord, are reclined on couches around 
the table. Resting on their left elbows, their right arms 
are free to help themselves to the CHAROSHETH, the 
paste made of apple s, dates and pomegrani tes, a reminder 
of the clay from which their forefathers were forced to 
make bricks. Into this paste they dip the unleavened bread. 
Judas is reclined on one side of the Master, John on the 
other. John's head rests against Jesus' breast, and Je
sus' head is close to J 11.das' breast. Jesus takes the bread 
and dips it in the paste, and hands it to Judas- a signal 

honor. Here, in the Upper Room, is a final gesture of en
treaty. It is as though our Lord says to Judas, "Don't do 
this thing! It isn't too late!" But J udas failed to grasp 
his opr,ortunity .... and reached rhe terminal point. 

As we, in remembrance of Him, gather around this cable, 
knowing so much better than did His disciples what the 
broken bread and the blood-red wine mean, let us hold 
nothing back from the One who has done so much for us. 
Let us come to the table with our offerings- our time, our 
abilities, our possessions, - let us renew our loyalty- and 
pledge our allegiance to the King of Kings! 



9th in the series on The Twelve. 

Thaddaeus 
In Mark's gospel Thaddaeus is called "Thaddaeus;" 

in Matthew, he is called "Lebbaeus whose surname was 
Thaddaeus;" while in Luke he is called "Judas, the broth
er of James." John calls him, "Judas, not Iscariot." 
Thaddaeus is another disciple who makes no appearance 
in any of the first three gospels. He appears only briefly 
in John's gospel, and, as has been the case with several 
of the twelve, that single appearance is mentioned in con
nection with the Last Supper in the upper room. 

Our Lord's attempt, in his farewell discourse in the 
Upper Room, to prepare the twelve for his departure, 
raised a number of questions in the minds of the twelve. 
Peter, you remember, asked, with an apparent total lack 
of comprehension, "Lord, whither goest thou?" Thomas 
asked Him, "How can we know the way?" Philip asked 
to be shown the Father. And Thaddaeus asked Him, "Lord, 
how is it that you are going to make yourself known to us 
but not to the world?" (Phillips). 

We can be grateful to Thaddaeus for asking this ques
tion, because, in answering it, Jesus commenced that 
famous discourse which is recorded in the 14th, 15th, 
16th and 17th chapters of John's gospel. 

Some of the questions which the twelve asked J esus 
from time to time betrayed a great deal of ignorance, or 
la ck of understanding, on their part. The question of Thad
daeus, however was an intelligent one, a s is indica ted by 
the pains to whic h our Lord went in answering it. Jesus 
answer is summarized in His first sentence, when He re
plied: "When a man loves me, he follows my teaching." 
As we shall see, as we examine His elaboration of that 
theme, what He is really saying to Thaddaeus is: "The 
reason that I shall make myself known to IJlY followers, 
and not to the world of men who do not follow me is that 
I can be known only by those who love me and follow me. 
When a man really knows me, loves me, follows me, a 
great many things will happen to him- his entire life will 
be affected." Then our Lord proceeds to show what will 
happen when a man decides to follow Him: 
1. The first that happens is that the disciple discovers 
that he has a Divine Companion. "We will come to that 
man and make-our home within him." If we really realized 
the presence of God with us at all times, in the kitchen, 
in the living room, in the bed-room, in the factory, in the 
office, I suspect that our lives might be quite different 
from what they are! 

An old Scotsman lay very ill, and his minister came to 
visit him. As the minister sat down on a chair near the 
bedside, he noticed on the other side of the bed another 
chair placed at such an angle as to suggest that a visitor 
had just left it. "Well, Donald," said the minister, glan
cing at the chair, "I see I am not your first visitor." The 
Scorsman looked up in surprise, so the minister pointed 
to the chair. "Ah!" said the sufferer, "I'll tell you about 
that chair. Years ago I found it impossible to pray. I 
often fell asleep on my knees, I was so tired. And if I 
kept awake, I could not control my thoughts from wander
ing. One day I was so worried I spoke to my minister 
about it. He told me not to worry about kneeling down. 
'Just sit down,' he said, 'and put a chair opposite you, 
imagine that Jesus is in it, and talk to Him as you would 

to a friend,' And,'' the Scotsman added, "I have been 
doing that ever since. So now you know why the chair 
is standing like that." A week later the daughter of the 
old Scot drove up to the minister's house and knocked at 
his door. She was shown into the study, and when the 
minister came in she could hardly restrain herself. "Father 
died in the night,'' she sobbed. "I had no idea death 
could be so near. I had just gone to lie down for an hour 
or two. He seemed to be sleeping so comfortably. And 
when I went back he was dead. He hadn't moved since I 
saw him before, except that his hand was out on the empty 
chair at the side of his bed. Do you understand?" "Yes,'' 
said the minister, "I understand." 

2. The second thing that will happen to the follower of 
our Lord is that he will suddenly acquire a thirst for spi
ritual knowledge; he will be anxious to find out how his 
new relationship will enable him to put into practice the 
Master's teaching in such a way that he may apply those 
teachings to his everyday life. "The Holy Spirit ... will 
be your Teacher and bring to your minds all that I have 
said unto you.'' 

When the apostle Paul wrote to the young preacher, 
Timothy, "Study to show thyself approved of God,'' he 
was echoing the wori:ls of the Divine Teacher. Yet it is 
still true that the average church member is abyssmally 
ignorant of God's Word. We are like tourists in a strange 
country without a map. No wonder we take so many wrong 
turnings! 

3. Probably the most satisfying thing that happens to the 
disciple is that he experiences a new peace of heart. "I 
leave behind with you- peace; I give you my own peace, 
and my gift is nothing like the peace of this world." (Phil
lips). What a legacy Christ left to His followers! 

Dr. George W. Crane, noted Christian psychiatrist, 
makes the following statement: "There would be much 
less strain on men and women if they teamed up with God 
as a daily partner. Indeed, in that event, psychiatry would 
almost pass out of existence. People who try to live in
dependently and ignore God are soon overwhelmed with 
innumerable fears and worries. They become the typical 
hypochondriacs, always freeing about gall bladders or ul
cers or the appendix, or inpending cancer or insanity. If 
more people learned to team up with God, the human race 
would soon be able to throw off the 50 percent of its ail
ments that medical educators admit are psychological." 

An Armed Services Chaplain will tell you that about 
half of his time was taken up with counselling the men 
who had problems. And the same chaplain will tell you 
that the men whom he had to counsel were men who never 
saw the inside of the chapel on a Sunday morning. 

Ho'w many cases of divorce do you know of where the 
husband and wife, and their family worshipped together 
each Sunday morning? Truly, the family that prays togeth
er, stays together. 

4. Another outgrowth of Discipleship is growth itself. As 
Phillips puts Jesus' words, "You must go on growing in 
me, and I will grow in you." I am sure that you are all 
familiar with the poor, stunted little tree on the high moun
tain. It tried to grow, but its infertile and climatic sur-



roundings kept it a pygmy. One reason that d1ere are so 
tnany pygmy Christians is because we have surrounded 
ourselves with almost everything to keep us occupied 
every minute of the day- everything except the most im
portant thing of all! Wordsworth expressed our dilemma 
when he wrote, "The world is too much with us; late and 
soon, getting and spending, we lay waste our powers." 
Someone has said, "If you're too busy for God, you're too 
busy." The stunted tree will never produce any fruit. "It 
is the man who shares my life and whose life I share who 
proves fruitful." The life of discipleship offers us much
and because this is so, we owe our Lord much. Disciple
ship is more than receiving. Our Lord is not the Lord of 
Utility, an Aladdin's Lamp which, when rubbed, will pro-

duce miracles. The greatest joy of discipleship is in 
sharing our spiritual, as well as our material blessings. 
The child's conception of Christmas is "a time of receiving 
gifts." As we get older, we realize that the joy of Christ
mas is in giving, rather than receiving. 

Jesus told His disciples, in this same discourse, "You 
are my friends if you do what I tell you to do .••• I have 
appointed you to go and bear fruit that will be lasting." 
He then adds these words: "The plain fact is that apart 
from me you can do nothing. The man who does not share 
my life is like a branch that is broken off and withers 
away." (Phillips). To each one of us our Lord offers 
this tremendous heritage: PARTNERSHIP WITH HIM. Will 
you take Him as YOUR partner? 



10th in the series on The Twelve. 

Thomas 
It is really unfortunate that, because a man may make 

one mistake, we pin a label on him which forever brands 
him, not by all the good things he did, but according to 
his one error. 

Aqually, we may discover that Thomas was not ex
hibiting the kind of doubt with which he has been label
ed but the chances are that, nevertheless we shall for
ever think of him as "Doubting Thomas." "Yes," we 
say,""lremember Thomas. He was the disciple who doubt
ed that Christ had really risen." 

Let us see what the Gospels tell us about Thomas. 
Well, in the first place, the first three Gospels tell us 
absolutely nothing about him- his name is mentioned, and 
that is all. But when we turn to John's Gospel, Thomas 
comes alive for us. 

About his background we know almost nothing. We 
know that, like about half of the disciples, he was a fish
erman. After Christ's resurrection, Peter said, "I'm going 
fishing." And Thomas and Nathanael and James and John 
and three others sought relaxation in their old occupation. 

1. Our first sight of Thomas comes during the last days 
of Christ, when the religious leaders of the Jews had de
termined that they must get rid of this troublemaker, Jesus. 
Twice He had been in danger of being stoned to death by 
mobs incited by the Jewish authorities. Jerusalem was a 
danger spot for Him; but elsewhere He has become im
mensely popular. He was in Peraea, across the River Jor
dan from Judea, when word reached him that his good friend 
Lazarus, brother of Mary and Martha, was dying. Jesus 
waited two days and then annoupced that they would go 
immediately to Bethany (a suburb of Jerusalem) to see 
Lazarus. The disciples were horror-stricken. "Lazarus 
is dead by now, and you will be putting your head into the 
lion's mouth! Don't do it! What can you accomplish? 
Stay here, where you are safe among friends." "No," 
said the Master. "Lazarus is asleep but I will awake 
him." "If he is asleep," said the disciples," that is a 
sign that he is getting better- why not wait and see if he 
recovers before you do this thing?" "Lazarus is in the 
sleep of death," explained Jesus," but I will restore him. 
Let's go." 

It was Thomas who then said to the others, "If He is 
going, let's all go and give up our lives with Him." 

Thus our first sight of Thomas is of a man who would 
follow the Master he loved into the jaws of death. Maybe 
we should have known him as "Thomas the Brave," or 
"Thomas the. Loyal" instead of "Doubting Thomas"! 
A. Surely there are two thoughts for us here: First, that 
we have no right to allow ourselves to be prejudiced a
gainst another because of one act in their lives (especial
ly as we frequently are inclined to misinterpret that act). 
It is so easy to forget the good things that someone does
to allow them to be obliterated by one small act. We are 
people of prejudice, and, once someone says something or 
does something with which we disagree, how easy it is to 
allow our prejudice to color all of our thoughts about him 
so that, unconsciously, our whole viewpoint is distorted. 
How much better to give credit for the good things ~nd for
get the bad! 

B. Second is the thought that our Lord deserves our entire 
loyalty. It is not always easy to be a practicing Christian. 
When someone tells an off-color story, are we afraid to 
show our disapproval? When we eat in a public place, 
are we ashamed to bow our heads in thanks before others 
who may think we are overly sanctimoniou·s. 'When there 
is a call for workers in His vineyard, does our loyalty com
pel us to say, "Here am I! Use me!"? And when the price 
of following Him istoo high,do we turn our backs on Him? 
It is easy to say, "Lord, I will follow Thee withersoever 
thou goest!" But it is not so easy to do. In fact, it is 
not easy to be a true follower of Christ. Nothing _that is 
worthwhile is easy . 
2. Our second glimpse of Thomas occurs in the Upper 
Room on the eve of our Lord's crucifixion. Thomas was 
by now, as were the rest of the disciples a bewildered 
and puzzled man. The hopes and plans which all of them 
had cherished so fondly had all gone down the drain. They 
knew that their fears in Peraea were about to be realized. 
This was the end, for Jesus and for all of them. But there, 
in that Upper Room, Jesus was trying to make them under
stand that the Cross was NOT the end- that, indeed, it 
was the beginning. "Wither I go you know," he said, 
"and the way you know." It was Thomas who expressed 
the ignorance of all of the disciples: "Lord, we know 
not whither thou goest: how CAN we know the way?" 
Then Jesus tried to explain: ''I am the way, the truth and 
the light.') 

Many theologians have tried to interpret our Lord's 
words, and one can thu.s understand how Jesus' reply was 
still an obscure one to Thomas and the rest. Dr. Bruce 
("The Training of the Twelve" has said, "The very ful
ness of this saying perplexes us; it is dark with excess 
of light." Luther interprets Jesus' words thus: "I am 
the beginning, the middle, and the end of the ladder which 
reaches to heaven." Grotius writes: "I am the example, 
the teache;, the giver of eternal life;" and Augustine 
writes: "I am the true way of life." Surely, in its sim
plest terms, Jesus is simply saying "In me, in my teach
ing, through my death, you can find the answer to all of 
your needs.'' As William Barclay has so well said ("The 
Master's Men"): "What· we need is not an argument, but 
PRESENCE." Jesus does not offer us an argument- He 
offers Himself!. 
3. Our third picture of Thomas is the one that has stamped 
our label on his character, though this should never have 
been. Jesus was dead. The cross, the cruel nails driven 
through his hands and feet, the final spear thrust, had 
done their work, and the Master was forever in his tomb. 
So thought Thomas, and for him, this was the end. Like 
a wounded animal he crept into his solitary hiding place, 
away from the rest of the disciples, to lick his wounds 
and ponder the .future. Then came word that his Lord was 
NOT dead, that He had risen from the tomb. "Except I 
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into 
His side, I will not believe." ''I must SEE; I must FEEL, 
or I can't believe." 

Well, would YOU have believed, sight unseen? Many 
of us have difficulty in believing the unbelievable. The 



point is, are you WILLING to believe, or is your mind so 
made up that nothing will convince you? Thomas was 
willing to be shown, to be convinced. 

Which is the better faith· a faith that accepts blindly, 
or a faith which asks proof? Our Lord comes to us and 
He says, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are bur
dened, and I will give you rest ' ·' Is it heresy for us to 
ask, "How will you do this, Lo.rd?" Surely we MUST 
know the way, study His Guidebook, study the evidences 
of Christianity, before we can become loyal followers, 
effective, working followers of Him. 

4. Eight days passed, and the disciples, including Tho
mas, were gathered together. What were they doing? What 
were they thinking? What were their plans? All, except 
Thomas, had seen the Christ. All, except Thomas, were 
filled with exultation. All, except Thomas, saw, at long 
last, that this WAS truly the beginning. And then- Jesus 
appeared in their midst. His first thought was for this 
much-loved disciple who was waiting to be convinced. 
"Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach 

hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing." 
5. We are not told that Thomas did as Jesus asked. It 
seems that he was immediately convinced, for he at once 
cried exultantly: "My Lord and my God." In that second 
his doubt was turned into certainty. 

One might ask, whose faith is the most enduring- that 
of the man who has waited to be shown, who has sought
and has received- proof- or the faith of the man who has 
accepted the truth blindly. At any rate, tradition tells us 
that Thomas became a missionary to India, and to this 
day there is a church which calls itself "The Christians 
of St. Thomas", a church which was found there by Vasco 
de Gama when his Portugese expedition arrived there in 
1500. There are also many other evidences of the influ
ence of Thomas in India. There is evidence, too, that he, 
like so many of the disciples, died as a martyr to his Lord. 

Let us think of Thomas, then not as the "Doubter"but 
rather as a man who sought seriously for the truth, who 
found that truth, and was willing to die for it. Can we 
say the same? 



11th in the serie s on The Twelv e. 

Nathanael 
One of the characteristics we have surely observed in 

each of the disciples whose characters we have analyzed 
is the ability to make a definite decision. There has been 
no indication of i:rocrastination in any of them. True, 
some of them were at first skeptical, but it needed only a 
first sight of the Master, or a few words from Him, to con
vince them. 

Nathanael lived in the little village of Cana, just a 
couple of miles from Nazareth. Yet he had never heard of 
Jesus, and when Philip came to him and told him that he 
had found "him of whom Moses in the law, and the pro
phets did write," Nathanael replied with amusement, "Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?" Nazareth was a 
tiny village, and Nathanael was sure that when the Mes
siah came he would surely appear in Jerusalem. But when 
Philip said, "Come and see," he went. 

1. THE GLORY OF THE COMMONPLACE. "Can any
thing good come out of Nazareth? One of the glories of 
our Lord is His ability to use the common things, and the 
common places, and the common people of life. You re
member that when Elisha instructed Naaman to dip himself 
in the river Jordan seven times in order to be cured of his 
leprosy, he;: objected because he knew of cleaner waters, 
and the whole idea seemed fantast ic, anyway. But his 
servants came to him and said, "If the i:rophet had asked 
you to do something difficult, you would have done it. 
Why not try it?" 

There are those who have made the decision to follow 
Christ a difficult and a complicated thing, but there is 
nothing simpler than His invitation and our decision to ac
cept that invitation. He said it, over and over again, to 
one disciple and then to another, "Come, follow me.'' 
That's all there is to it. It is a great decision and a noble 
one- but the disciples made it, unhesitatingly. Thus, 
when Christ spoke just a few words to Nathanael, he de
clared at once, "Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art 
the King of Israel." 

The trouble with so many of us is that we do not get 
close enough to Christ to allow Him to reveal Himself to 
us. He may be just a few miles away- or even next door; 
but if we do not search Him out, what chance has He with 
our lives? 

To many folk, God is like a spare tire which we for
get, while it is in the trunk, until we have a flat tire, and 
then we call on it for help. God is not a rool to be used 
in an emergency, but One whom we need constantly, every 
day and every hour of our lives. 

2. THE GLORY OF A LIFE OF DISCIPLESHIP. When 
Andrew made his great assertion, Jesus replied: "Be
lieve st thou? Thou shalt see greater things than these!" 
Life is very much like a jig-saw puzzle. We get dis
couraged and dismayed as we sort over the pieces and 
try to make something of them. But once we learn the 
secret of putting the pieces together, life becomes entire-

ly different. A very small girl was trying to put together 
a jigsaw puzzle belonging to her big brother- when com
pleted it would show a man of the world. Her father looked 
on skeptically, sure that the puzzle would be too much for 
such a little girl. After a while she came to him and 
showed him the completed puzzle. "How did you do it?" 
he asked. "It was easy," she replied. "There was a 
picture of Jesus on the other side, and I knew when I had 
Jesus in the right place, the whole world would be right." 

That is the glory of discipleship- with Christ in the 
place of supremacy, our lives are RIGHT, we see a pat
tern in life, and a place where we can fit in. When that 
happens, our joys are greater, our sorrows and troubles 
become lighter and can, indeed, become a challenge. In 
fact, all of life becomes a challenge. 

When the great missionary to Africa, Robert Moffat, was 
telling of some of his experiences while visiting in Scot
land, he closed his talk with these words: "Thete is a 
vast plain in the north where I have sometimes seen, in 
the morning sun, the smoke of a thousand villages where 
no missionary has ever been.'' And those words challenged 
a young doctor, whose name was David Livingstone. • 

Discipleship is a constant challenge. And where there 
is no sense of challenge, it is a sure sign that we are not 
really His disciples. 

' So many men and women whose names appear on the 
rolls of our churches have never experienced this feeling 
of challenge. Maybe their pastor is to blame; maybe they 
were admitted to membership in the church without under
standing that membership in the church does not, in itself, 
provide any special blessing, any more than the ordinance 
of baptism, in itself, can do anything for any individual. 
Neither infant nor adult baptism means anything at all un
less, in the case of infant baptism, the parents realize 
that they are accepting the obligation to raise their child
ren to know and love the Lord so that the day will come 
when they can become understanding disciples. And the 
baptism of adults means absolutely nothing- indeed, it is 
a travesty, if they do not understand that this matter of 
discipleship is a serious matter. 

Engraved on an old slab in the Cathedral of Lubeck, 
Germany, are these words: 

Ye call me Master, and obey me not, 
Ye call me Light and see me not, 
Ye call me Way, and walk not, 
Ye call me Life and desire me not, 
Ye call me wise and follow me not, 
Ye call me fair and love me not, 
Ye call me rich and ask me not, 
Ye call me eternal and seek me not 
Ye call me gracious and trust me not, 
Ye call me noble and serve me not, 
Ye call me mighty and honor me not, 
Ye call me just and fear me not, 
If I condemn you, blame me not. 

Let us close with this prayer-poem of Molly Anderson 
Haley: 



Make of my heart an upper room, I pray, 
Swept clean of pride, let self be but a door 
Through which young lives may come to Thee this day 
To know Thee as they have not known before. 

Speak through my voice that they may hear Thine own. 
Shine through my life in beauty and in truth 
That they may see the Comrade Christ alone 
And in the glad impulsiveness of youth, 

Rise up as did those fisher lads of Thine 
Who left their boats and nets to follow Thee, 
So may they walk beside Thee, these of mine 
Whom out of all the world "Thou gave st me." 



12th in the series on The Twelve. 

Simon 

r 

One of the most interesting periods in Jewish history
and one about which most people, other than the Jewish 
people themselves, know very little- is the period be
tween the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

This period occupied about four hundred years, and 
the reason that there is no mention of the period in the 
Bible is that from the time of Malachi to John the Baptist 
not a single preacher(or "prophet") raised his voice. At 
the beginning of this period, Judea was a Province of 
Persia, which had been a world power for about 100 years. 
100 years later the whole world was dominated by Greece. 
When Alexander of Greece died, the Empire fell to four of 
his generals. Palestine, for a time, was alloted to Syria, 
under Seleucas, and then passed to Egypt. 200 years be
fore Christ the land of the Jews passed back to Syria and 
under Antiochus Epiphanes. A determined effort was 
made to exterminate the Jews, and meantime, the little 
Jewish nation was in the path of these war cyclones, as 
nation upon nation sought dominance. Yet, as conqueror 
after conqueror swept across her borders, she retained her 
integrity, holding on, still, to her ancient beliefs. The 
final period within this period commenced 167 years be
fore Christ was born. In the year 167 B.C. the old Jewish 
proverb, "When the tale of bricks is doubled, then comes 
Moses", was again fulfilled in the person of an aged priest, 
Mattathias, who raised the standard of revolt in a village 
near Jerusalem. And thus began one of the most brilliant 
periods in Jewish history·, in which the Jews gained re
ligious and political independence for many years against 
almost overwhelming odds. Mattathias, had five sons, of 
whom the eldest, Judas Maccabaeus, "The Hammerer," 
became the leader of his people after the death of his fa
ther. What was the cause for which they fought? It was 

~ e.,.1hom11t--o-f causes- freedom of thought. And they won 
_.....,....,. their freedom, only to fall into the trap that has waylaid so 

many freedom-seekers, as-the early history of our own coun
try shows too well- they themselves, having won their free
dom, became the oppressors of non-Jews. And then came 
Rome- and the Jewish oppressors knew once again the iron 
fist of oppression. 35 years before Christ the Roman em
porer appointed Herod as king of the Jews, and to placate 
them he built for them a magnificent temple- their thi:rd and 
last. But the descendants of the Maccabaean revolutionaries 
refused to be placated, and formed themselves into a band 
of terror and called themselves Zealots. 

The Zealots thought of themselves as true Patriots, 
and their one goal was the deliverance of the Jewish na
tion from the yoke of Roman bondage, to drive the last 
Roman out of their land. They organized an underground 
movement, and were so successful in murder and sabotage 
that finally, seventy years after the birth of our Lord, 
Rome razed Jerusalem to the very ground. 

The only clue we have as to the character of Simon, 
the Zealot, lies in the word "Zealot," for nothing that he 
ever did, specifically, is mentioned in the gospels or in 
the book of Acts. But that word tells us a great deal when 
coupled to the fact that he did become one of the Twelve. 

A good illustration of his character may be had when 
we think of the young theological student, Saul, who de
spised the Teacher of n·ew ideas so much that he was glad 
when they crucified him; so much that he gladly held the 

clothes of those who stoned Stephen; so mlich that he vol
unteered to go on a "witch-hunt" and drag Christian men 
and women, yes, and children, before the Sanhedrin for 
punishment. Paul himself described his former life when 
he said to King Agrippa: "I verily thought with myself 
that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of J e
sus of Nazareth, which thing I did also in Jerusalem; and 
many of the saints did I shut up in prison .... and when 
they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.'' 

Paul was acting like a Zealot! And then something hap
pened to change him from a revolutionary against· Christ 
and His followers to a revolutionary FOR Christ. As he 
told Agrippa, "I was not disobedient to the heavenly vi
sion." 

We have no record that Simon became as zealous for 
Christ as did Paul, but that fact does not mean that he 
did not, for we have seen how the Bible simply does not 
tell us what happened to so many of the twelve- indeed, 
does not tell us exactly how any of them died. Indeed, 
we can be quite sure that Simon, the Zealot, whom we know 
was present in the Upper Room on that last Thursday 
night, and was present when our Lord appeared to the 
Eleven, used the same zeal in the service of his Master 
as he had formerly used in bushwacking the enemies of 
his country- except that that zeal was transformed into 
love rather than hate. 

What, then, can we learn, very briefly, from Simon 
Zelotes? 
1. First, surely, is the fact that the most imµ>ssible peo
ple may become instruments in the hands of God! That 
is a fact which needs no argument, for it has been demon
strated ever since man learned to know God. It almost 
seems that our greatest saints have been those who were 
the unlikeliest to become God's instruments! From the 
stammering Moses to the Roman centurion at the cross; 
from Saul the oppressor to St. Augustine; from Luther to 
the humble Billy Graham, God has demonstrated, over and 
over again, what would happen when puny man links him
self to Almighty God. 
2. Second is the fact that the mission of our Lord requires 
the loving zeal that resulted when Simon Zelotes turned 
his zeal from oppression to conversion. 

I suspect that, were I, as a preacher, to exercise the 
courageous zeal that the early apostles showed, I would 
be accused of lack of diplomacy, and might, like Paul, 
wind up in jail! Frankly, I sometimes become impatient 
with the restrictions which many church members place 
upon the preacher! Jesus Himself never bandied words. 
He called a spade a spade. He called the Pharisees 
"whitewashed tombstones," and a "generation of snakes." 
Peter, on trial, called his judges "stiffnecked," "be
trayers," and "murderers." Paul was in prison, over and 
over again, for his plain speech. 

And, on the other hand, how loving was their zeal 
when they dealt, not with the enemies of the Way, but 
with those whom they sought to win to that Way! To these 
men, eating, and lodging, and clothing, and sleeping, were 
minor considerations. Their main objective in life was 
not social or financial security, but spiritual security. 
They felt as did the Psalmist when he said, "My zeal 
hath consumed me." Yes, that was it, a consuming zeal! 



Finally, let us examine what it was that caused this 
overwhelming zeal. Why were these men willing to go to 
prison, to be persecuted, to be flayed with knives, to be 
crucified,rather than compromise with their faith? 

The answer is simple, though we may not think it so: 
they had found a love so overwhelming that they could not 
contain themselves. And this was a three- way love- a 
tremendous realization of the Father's love for them as 
individuals; an ever-growing love for their Father,' as, 
day by day, they learned to know Him and understand Him 
better; and a love for their fellow-man which counted all 
men as their brothers, and impelled them cost what it 
might, to seek their redemption. This thre/fold love was 
to them such a transcendant reality that they could not 
becan.e other than Zealots. 

Zealots for Christ! 
The story is told of a group of forty Christians who 

had, at Nero's order, been stripped of their clothes and 
driven on to an ice-covered lake to freeze to death. To 
prevent their escape, the lake was surrounded with Roman 
soldiers. As they slowly stiffened with the cold an emis
sary from Nero approached the group and told any who 
would recant that they might retire to the flaming fires 
which were burning at the edge of the lake. Finally, one 
Christian, weaker than the rest, left the band and stag
gered to one of the fires, crying, "I give up the Christ." 
The Roman Centurion, in command of the troops sur
rounding the lake, looked at him with scorn, and then 
stripped off his armor and his underclothes and strode 
over to the dying band of Christians, and fell on hi s knees 
in their midst, crying, "Nero could never command such 
devotion- I put myself .under a new Commander." 

Zealots for Christ! 



13th in the series on The Twelve . 

James, Minor 
Three men named James are mentioned in the New 

Testament. The first, of course, was "Jam.es Major," the 
brother of the disciple John, one of the "Sons of Thunder." 
Second is James, the Lord's brother, who was not one of 
the disciples, but who was a worker within the early church. 
The third. is "James Minor," or "Little James." Mark 
(15:40) calls him "James, the younger," and it may be 
that he is called this mainly to distinguish him from the 
more active and prominent James Major. However, I think 
it more likely that he was just a little man, physically. 
We have absolutely nothing except traditional speculation 
to tell us anything of James the Younger. Even the Eng
lish word, "younger," may mean nothing, for the Greek 
word might just as likely mean "the little," or even "the 
less important." The only thing we are told of Little 
James is that he was standing, far off, when Jesus was 
crucified. In the case of the other eleven disciples, we 
have had at least a tiny clue to their characters; but with 
James, ·unless we draw on the rather unlikely traditional 
accounts, we draw a complete blank. Yet, it will certainly 
do no harm to speculate; and it may be that the best way 
to do so will be to attempt to see if we can draw a sort of 
composite portrait of the other disciples-or, at least, to 
ask ourselves, ''Was James the less similar in any way to 
Peter, the Rock? Had he any of the characteristics of 
his name sake, John, the Son of Thunder?" If so speculate, 
it will, of course, be purely an exercise of the imagination; 
but it may serve a dual purpose in that, as we come to the 
last of the Twelve, it will also give us an opportunity to 
review the characters of the other eleven. So, let us ask 
ourselves, first, was "the Lesser James," o.r "Little 
James~·,, in?-ny way like the giant of the Twelve, the dis-

cit~~? 
. ..../ 

1. PETER: We remember that Peter was, at the time he 
followed Christ in the Hesh, impetuous, in a sense a ''blun
derer," one from whom we get our phrase "rushing in where 
angels fear to tread." True, he did, as Christ had said 
he would, become a Rock, a tremendous instrument in the 
hands of his Master. But he was not like that at all when 
he walked with the Master, No, I do not think little James 
was at all like that. Whether Mark meant that he was a 
little man, or a young man, or an insignificant man, none 
ofthesecharacteristicsfithimto be like the mighty Peter. 

2. Was he like the disciple who has been described as 
our Lord's favorite, John, the disciple whom Jesus loved 
above all the others? Was he like the John who laid his 
head on Jesus' breast on that last Thursday night? I 
doubt it. He, too, was a "Son of Thunder," one who did 
not hesitate to ask for a special place by our Lord's side 
when He established His throne, one who, exiled to Pat
mos., was author of the last book in our New Testament. 
Somehow, our tiny portrait of Little James does not fit in
to the same frame! 

3. Was Little James like Andrew, the self-effacing dis
ciple who quietly won his brother, Peter; who found the 
young lad with the basket of loaves and fishes with which 
our Lord fed the multitude; who brought the party of for-

eigners to Jesus? Yes, I think that Little James, by his 
very cognomen, might well have been very like Andrew. 
At least 1t is obvious that what he did he did quietly, 
seeking no recognition, and receiving none. 

4. Had he any of the characteristics of Philip? Philip, 
you remember, was the cautious type, the kind who says, 
"Let's· think this over before we do anything about it." 
It was Philip who wanted to send the hungry multitude 
away because he could see no prospect of feeding them. 
It was Phillip who lacked vision. Somehow I doubt that 
Little James was like this. I think of him as being a lis
tener, quietly standing on the outskirts of the group, ob
serving, listening, but never questioning, never making 
any suggestions- and never doubting. 

5. How about Matthew? Matthew was the convf'rted tax
gatherer, who finally became an historian .and gave us the 
gospels. No, Little James does not fit into Matthew's 
frame, either. I doubt if his background was as dynamically 
opposed to loyal Judaism as was Matthew's; I doubt if he 
had the ability to write history. I think it would never 
have occurred to him to write a book-that was for greater
men than he. 

6. And so we come to Nathanael-Bartholomew, the one 
of whom Jesus said, "Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no gulle." Like so many of the twelve, just one phrase 
tells us about all that we know of Nathanael. He was the 
type who could never stoop to deceit, who spent much 
time in meditation. There was a moment of doubt when 
he asked his friend Philip, "Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth," but it did not take him long to find out! Yes, 
I think Little James May have been very like Nathanael.. •• 
more like him, indeed, than any of the others. And, as is 
the case with Little James, practically nothing is told us 
of what Nathanael did or what he said. These were quiet, 
unassuming men-Andrew, and Nathanael , and Little James. 

7. About the next disciple there can be .little doubt. Cer
tainly Little James had none of the characteristics of Ju
das Iscariot, an_d we can pass at once to: 

8. Simon, the Zealot. Here was a man with a background 
of murder, pillage and violence. No, Little James would 
shudder at the very thought of such acts. 

9. How about Thomas? I think Little James, as he sat 
quietly on the outskirts of the Twelve with their Master, 
hearing them arguing, disputing, asking many questions
and, especially, hearing Thomas express his doubts, would 
be quietly making up his own mind, and be rather amazed 
at some of the things the other disciples did and said. 
He had done too much quiet thinking tP have any doubts. 

10. Was Little James like Thaddaeus, or as John calls him, 
"Judas, not Iscariot"? I think not, for Thaddaeus was a 
question-asker, and Little James never asked any ques
tions. Thaddaeus, you remember, was the disciple who, 
by asking Jesus "Lord, how is it that you are going to 



_,, 

make yourself known to us , but not to the world ?" and 
launched Jesus upon that famous di scourse in the 14th 
to the 17th chapters of John's gospe l. No, Little James 
was the quiet observer. He listened carefully to the ques
tions others asked our Lord, and the answers that He gave, 
·but he was not the type to ask questions . 

11. And so we come to the last of the other eleven- the 
one in whose shadow, name-wise, Little James walks 
through the pages of the gospels-James Major, the mighty 
Son of Thunder, who wanted to call down fire on the heads 
of the inhabitants of the village which rejected Christ , 
who, like his brother John, wanted a special seat on the 
throne .... and who died a martyr's death rather than re
nounce his Lord. Does that description fit Little James? 
Hardly! 

12. And so we come back to Little James , the twelfth of 
the Twelve. We have discovered one thing, I am sure, and 
that is that there is no such thing as a composite portrait 
of a disciple! One could hardly find a group of men with 
more varied characteristics! And isn't that exactly as it 
should be- doesn't it help prove the authenticity of the 
gospel accounts? Had one been making up a story of the 
Twelve , one would be tempted to paint a picture of twelve 
saints- but there was not a single saint among the twelve, 
even though we sometimes speak of the gospel of SAINT 
Matthew and the gospel of SAINT John. Yes, they did 

; 

become saints, but they were far from that as they fol
lowed their Master along the shores of Galil ee. 

Little James! God give us more men who are not as 
aggressive as Peter, who could not remotely be described 
as "Sons of Thunder," who go quietly about their work, 
listening, observing, making few mistakes, but always 
loyal. 

Little James was probably not a poet, though he may 
have thought poetic thoughts. But had he been poetically 
inclined, he might well have written these verses by an 
unknown author: 

"Not so in haste, my heart; 
Have faith in God, and wait; 
Although He linger long, 
He never comes too la te. 

He never comes too late; 
He knoweth what is be s t; 
Vex not thyself in vain; 
Until He cometh, rest. 

Until He cometh, rest; 
Nor grudge the hours that roll ; 
The feet that wait for God 
Are soonest at the goal." 



7th in the series of The Twelv e. 

Matthevv 
In attempting to find out something of the characters 

of the twelve disciples, we are, in almost every case, 
handicapped by the little that the writers of the gospels 
have to say about them. The central figure in the gospels 
is Christ, and it seems that the writers were so occupied 
in portraying Jesus and his words and acts that they al
lowed His followers to be taken for granted. 

Everyone knows who Matthew was: the writer of the 
first gospel, a tax-collector (or "publican") who followed 
Christ. And chat, as a matter of fact, is just about all 
anyone knows for sure! except for one small incident that 
immediately followed his call. 

Well, let's get out our spade and dig a little! Let us 
examine, for example, the fact that Matthew was a publi
can, or tax-collector. Now, a tax-collector is not popular 
in any age. Maybe there is, somewhere in our country, a 
man who likes to pay taxes, but if there is, I have never 
met him. But if you think a tax-collector is unpopular in 
this country, you should have lived in J udaea in the time 
of our Lord! The word "publican" is derived from the 
Latin word, "publicanus," which means a man who was 
engaged in public service, and who usually handled money. 
In that strict sense, one could have no prejudice against 
such a man. But when that man was a Jew, collecting 
money fro,;n his countrymen and turning most of it over to 
the hated Romans, that is another story. And when that 
man used his office - as he was expected by Rome to do - to 

--=---e-xac1 the la l possible coin, without a vestige of pity, 
from his countrymen, that, too, is another matter. And if, 
on top of all this, the man took a personal rak e-off he must 
account to Rome, an.d in addition, frequently assessed an 
impossible amount and then offered to loan the poor tax
payer the b.alance at an exhorbitant rate of interest- then, 
what kind of man have you? 

We do not KNOW that Matthew was all this- but we 
can certainly assume that he was, since we have no reason 
to doubt that he was typical of his profession. 

Can you imagine the amazement of those who were 
crowding around Jesus when he stopped at Matthew's place 
of business (which was probably no more than a crude 
table by the wayside at Capernaum, Roman headquarters 
in Galilee and, standing before the desk, or table , simply 
said, "Follow me?" What could Jesus want with such a 
man, with such a reputation? Surely He could find better 
prospects than this! 
1. Surely, then , our first thought this morning is that when 
Christ selects a man, he pays no attention to popular pre
judice . Think what happened, for example, when our Lord 
selected Billy Sunday to become his disciple. Twenty
nine years after his conversion, Billy Sunday wrote these 
words about the Guidebook which had become his direction
finder through life: 
(Quote*) 

"Twenty-nine years ago, with the Holy Spirit as my 
Guide, I entered at the portico of Genesis, walked down 
the corridor of the Old Testament art-galleries, where pic
tures of Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Isaac, and Jacob 

and Daniel hang on the wall. I passed into the music-room 
of the Psalms where the Spirit sweeps the keyboard of 
nature until it seems that every reed and pipe in God's 
great organ responds to the harp of David the sweet-singer 
of Israel. 

''I entered the chamber of Ecclesiastes, where the 
voice of the preacher is heard, and into the conservatory 
of Sharon and the lily of the valley where sweet spices 
filled and perfumed my life. 

"I entered the business office of Proverbs and on into 
the observatoryof the prophets where I saw telescopes of 
various sized pointing to far-off events, concentrating on 
the bright and morning star which was to rise above the 
moonlit hills of Judea for our salvation and redemption. 

"I entered the audience-room of the King of kings, 
catching a vision written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
Thence into the correspondence-room with Paul, Peter, 
James and John writing their epistles. 

"I stepped into the throne-room of Revelation where 
tower the glittering peaks, where sits the King of kings 
upon His throne of glory with the healing of the nations 
in His hand, and I cried out: 

'All hail the power of Jesus' Name, 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all.' " 

2. The second thing we notice about Matthew- an act that 
was typical of all of the twelve- was that, without filly de
lay, without offering any excuses for putting off Christ's 
call, he immediately left his desk and followed Christ. 

It is a dangerous thing to postpone action when Christ 
calls us to Himself, or to some particular field of duty . 

A story is told of a conference which Satan conducted 
with his demons. "What we have to decide," he said, 
"is our best weapon in keeping men and women from re
sponding when God calls them. Any suggestions? "Yes," 
said one of the demons: "Offer them an attractive sub
stitute!" "That's a good idea," said Satan. "Any more 
suggestions?" "Why not whisper in their ears that it will 
cost them too much to become Christians?" "Excellent," 
cried Satan. "Anyone else?" "I have an idea," said a 
third demon. "Tell them that what the preacher says is a 
wonderful idea; but wouldn't it be a good idea to think it 
over awhile?" "That's it!" cried Satan- "agree with what 
the preacher says, but get them to wait awhile! Next time, 
it ·won't be so easy to respond!" 
3. Our next (and only other) glimpse of Matthew takes 
place immediately after his response to our Lord's call. 
He invites Jesus to a banquet to which he also invites 
all his old friends- most of them, like himself, tax-gather
ers; some of them were equally dispicable characters. 
Phillips, in his· translation, describes them as "tax col
lectors and other disreputable people." 

Can you imagine, again, the amazement of the crowd? 

"Look, he's eating with tax-collectors and other crooks!" 
We have already noticed that Jesus paid no attention to 



what people thought when he sensed an opportunity to be 
of help. It is so easy to misinterpret the acts of someone 
else - and it is equally easy for us to neglect some task 
for fear of what people may say. That was not Jesus' 
way. Mark Twain, who was certainly not one's ideal of 
reverence, remarked once that there are a hundred differe~t 
ways of telling a lie, but that the only kind of lie that the 
Bible forbids is that of beaf'ing false witness against a 
neighbor. 

Well, that is all that the Bible tells us of Matthew. 
But if we get out our spade again, we may still discover 
a most significant fact about him. We have all read his 
Gospel, the first in the New Testament. But have we no
ticed that Matthew is the only gospel writer who records 
the magnificent Sermon on the Mount? So, it is to the 
most unlikely persons that we frequently owe the most! 
What a tremendous contribution to Christian thought would 
hijve been lost if we had never been able to read and to 
study that great sermon! 

We would not have the Beatitudes. We would not have 
the Lord's Prayer as we of the reformed church repeat it 
(abbreviated version in Luke). We would have not this 
magnificent Summary of Christ's Teaching. 

When we turn to tradition for further details about Mat
thew, we are confronted with such a mass of contradic
tions that we find ourselves lost in a maze. How he died 
a violent death as a Christian martyr. Certainly one can 
well believe that one who had memorized Christ's words 
on the Mount would, in the attempt to live up to those 
words, get him self into serious trouble in a non-Christian 
world. 

So, though we know very little about the man Matthew, 
what we do know offers a challenge to each one of us to 
be worthy followers of His Lord and our Lord. Shall we, 
here and now, accept that challenge? 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF S Il1ON PETER 

Lessons from the Lives of the Apostles, number two 

The Apostle John tell us that the twelve foun
dation stones or the wall of the Holy City had in
scribed on them the names or the twelve apostles. 
These apostles served as the bulwark of the early 
New Testament church. 

Because of their prominent position in the early 
church it is proper that we study them, not simply 
to learn more facts about them, but also to dis
cover-great lessons from ,their lives. 

Simon Peter's name always appears first in every 
list of the twelve which is found in any of the 
Gospels •. His colorful and adventurous life holds 
for .us several great lessons. 

Honesty About Oneself 

Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis in the second ·century, 
states that Mark became the interprete~ of P~ter, 
writing down accurately everything which he remem
bered. In other words, Mark's gospel is the preach;;;; 
ing material of Peter. If this is true~ Peter kept 
back nothing concerning his own faults; he tells of 
his own mistakes, the rebukes he received from 
Christ, and his own denial of the Saviour. 

Honesty about oneself sees one's own faults 
rather than the faults of others because of the 
realization of the seriousness of and personal respon
sibility for sin. Mark's gospel has mu.ch to say 
about the faults of Peter, but little to say about 
the faults of others. 

· · ·In the 21st chapter of. John we discover that 
honesty about oneself ceases to make great claims. 



In this experience Peter makes no claims to having 
a divine "agape" love f or Cbrist--rather he humbly 
admits that at the present his is- only a strong 
human 11phileo 11 love. 

Peter's honesty about himself reveals the lengths 
to which the forgiving l ove and recreating grace of 
Christ will go. 

Spiritual Awareness 

The impul.aive nature of Simon Peter seemed to 
make him more apt to grasp spiritual truths mich· 
were missed by others. When Jesus fed the ,,ooo 
a movement began to mount to make him king. Christ 
refused and thus many l eft him. As the crowds were 
walking away, he turned to his disciples and asked 
if they also would deser t him. To .this Peter re
plied, "Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast ·the 
words of eternal life." 

Spiritual awareness not only acknowledges what 
Christ has (eternal life ), but also acknowledges 
who Christ is. Christ t ook the apostles to_Caesarea 
m1ippi for a period of intimate fellowship and 
rest. Here he asked: ''Whom do men say that I, the 
Son of man, am? 11 After various answers had been 
offered he then asked, 11But whom say ye that I am?" 
To this Simon Peter responded with keen spiritual 
insight, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." -

Rejection of God's Will 

Matthew records (16:21-23) an incident in which 
Christ told his disciples that he must go to Jeru
salem and eventually face. death by crucifixion. 
"Then Peter took .him and began to rebuke him, saying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto 



.Jesus turned to Peter and said, 11Get thee be
hind me, Satan." Simon was unknowingly rejecting 
God's will. 

We may be guilty of such rejection because of an 
ignorance of God's ways and thus, like Peter, become 
a help to the cause of Satan. 

Self-Confidence 
. ,. . 

Self-confidence expresses itself in bold claims. 
Peter said, "Though all men shall be offended be
cause of thee, \ wii! I never be offended •••• 
Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny 
thee1 11 (Matthew 26:33, 35). Bold ciaims lead~e 
to feel stronger than others and blind · one to his 
own frailties. Peter had an opportunity to die with 
Christ, but he found himself not to be what he 
thought he was. 

Self-confidence runs ahead of Christ. Peter took 
a sword and "smote the high priest's servant, and 
cut off his right ear" (John 18:10). Others might 
stand by and see hi~ Lord betrayed but Peter would 
take things into·.h;is p~ hands and prevent it! 

I • , •~ ' '• 

Utter failure is the ultimate end of self-confi
dence. Peter had said that he would never deny 
Jesus, but Mark 14:71 records that "he began to curse 
and to swear, saying ,i I know not this man of whom 
ye speak.'" ., .. : ,._· 

: -~ 

Th..e -J.oy , o.f .Serving Jesus 
. !~ .... 

When one goes all out for Christ he discovers the 
joy of serving. This _joy·is increased by realizing 
the inclusiveness of . the·_ gospel (Acts 10:34-35). No 
one and no nation is· excluded by the gospel. The 
joy of serving Jesus inspires fidelity ·unto the end. 
Peter was faithful unto the end in preaching God's 
Word and in bearing his cross. 
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