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"WHY IS LORDSHIP NECESSARY?" 
(Part I) fl_ ~ 

Luke 9:57-62 - Pew Bible p. 898 .Ji5tl'l~..:..---.:..-::---

During the communist reign of terror i Eastern Europe, all of a sudden bursting in the 
front door of a small church were about a dozen communist soldiers with submachine 
guns. Literally, they surrounded that congregation. They very quickly demanded, "If 
anyone does not really believe in this religion, to get out as quickly as possible!" 
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if here was a short silence and all of a sudden about one-half of those 100 people exited 
as quickly as they could . When they exited, there was a silence all across the 
congregation. As they began to wonder what their fate would be, the communist 
soldiers took off their masks and said, "We are believers also. We want to worship with 
you. But first we needed to know who the real believers were. 

There is really one word that describes the difference between those who left and those 
who stayed and that one word is "Lordship." I can tell you right now, those who exited 
did not have Christ as the center of their life. They had never settled the Lordship issue. 

ou see when you and I never settle the Lordship issue, we'll always exit. We'll always 
take the easiest and the quickest route out of town. We'll not be looking down the barrel 
of a submachine gun but I guarantee you when an issue arises we will always be quick 
to exit if we have not settled the Lordship issue. Let's talk about it--'Why is Lordship 
necessary?" 

ast Sunday, I preactiec:t on the subject, "What Is Lordship?" and we found five things 
that Jesus teaches us in the gospels concerning what Lordship is. It is first of all 
submission to God's will. It's secondly placing God first in your life. Thirdly, 
accepting responsibility and accountability for the gifts, He has given us. 
Fourthly, it is doing the will of God. And fifth, it is personal obedience to Him 
regardless of the cost. 

Now in my many years of pastoral ministry, I have found that the Lordship line is the line 
that when people cross over and really settle that issue they become more effective 
Christians. They become more balanced and stronger in resisting temptation. 
There is a joy and happiness that enter in their life that they never know until they 
cross the Lordship line. 

Nowthis morning, we are going to look at "Why Is Lordship Necessary?" I am going to 
give you two reasons, March th 2 · h I'l l complete this message. But this morning I'll 
give you two reasons why "Lordsli1p" is necessary. 



I. t settles the'fJ)osition issue. In other words, Lordship settles the issue of who 
is going to be number one in my life. Now we all battle with that. Every person 
in this room knows exactly what I'm talking about. Because if you have walked 
with God very long at all, you very quickly have to settle who is going to be 
number one. Isn't that true? 

Now, I want you to turn in your Bibles with me to John, Chapter 13 and the 
reason is because this is a dialogue between Jesus and Peter concerning 
who is first. And you know the story quite well. It's the story where Jesus is 
going to wash the feet of Peter. Now let's begin with verse three. 

;. 
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"Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands and that He 
had come forth from God and was going back to God rose from supper and laid, 
aside His garments. And taking a towel girded about Himself, then He poured 
water into the basin and began to wash the disciples' feet. And to wipe them with 
a towel with which he was girded. So He came to Simon Peter and Peter said to 
Him, 'Lord do you wash my feet?"' Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do, 
you do not realize now but you shall understand hereafter." "Peter said to Him, 
'Never shall you wash my feet."' Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash your feet, 
you will have no part with Me." Simon Peter said, "Lord, not only my feet, but 
also my hands and my head." 

In verse 13 Christ says, "You call Me Teacher and Lord and you are right for so I 
am. If I then the Lord and the Teacher washed your feet, you ought also to was 
one another's fee . For I gave you an example that you should do as I did to 
you." 

aesus was not "position conscious." It didn't bother Him. He was quite, "The 
top person there." But it didn't bother Him to pick up the towel, and wash 
everybody's feet. Now you have to understand, Peter was "position 
conscious" and it bothered Peter. You have to realize Peter would not have 
minded if one of the other disciples would have picked up the towel and the basin 
and started washing feet, because Peter thought he was better than the rest of 
them. 

"Position conscious" people lack a servant's heart. They lack a willingness to 
give up their rights. They lack a willingness to walk the second mile with anybody 
that they would consider to be underneath them. Is that not true? 

And if Lordship does anything, Lordship helps us to understand that we are 
brothers and sisters and not over anyone. Rather we are to minister to everyone 
and that the one who belongs in the number one position is Jesus Christ and no 
one else! Now the [ orct was not "position conscious" for three reasons, one 
because He knew: 
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1. What He possessed. All this is in verse three, "Jesus knowing 
that the Father had given all things into His hands" He knew what He 
possessed . Secondly, 

2. Who He was, "He had come forth from God'' (vs. 3b) 

3. He knew~ ere He was going, that He was going back to God. (vs. 3c) 

And because He knew what He possessed, because He knew who He was, and 
because He knew where He was going, He didn't have to establish a position. 

--APPLY: It is a fact in life that the most secure people in life are not " "foa 
consciot::1s." They don't need the title, they don't need the office, they don't need the _ 
place on the organizational chart. They really don't need any of that stuff because 
they know who they are. It is also true the less secure you are in yourself or in your 
relationship with people or God, the more that you will demand your rights and the 
more that you will demand your position and the more you will demand whatever you 
think you really deserve. 

Phillippians 2:6-8, "Who though He was God did not cling to His rights as God but lai 
aside His mighty glory and power taking the disguise of a slave and becoming like men. 
And He humbled Himself even going so far as actually to die a criminal's death 
on the cross " He is~ ,.=;:ae,c:-=:-

First, God is to be Lord in our Romans 10: , "If we confess with ou 
mouth, Jesus is or nd if we _____ _..our hearts that God has raised Him 
from the dead, we s all be saveEi ." 

Second, God is to be Lord in our every life. Colossians 3:2S, "Whatever 
you do, do your work heartily, as for th Lord ather than for me ." Every area of 
our life. 

Third , God is to be Lord in our busines omans 12:11 , "Not lagging behind 
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving th ord." 

Fourth, He is to be Lord in our family. hesians, Chapter 5, "Wives, be 
subject to your own husbands, as to th o Husbands, love your wives, jus 
as hrist loved the church and gave Himself an example for her. 

f-k..1.olto 
You see what Lordship does. It settles the position issue. 

II. The second thing the Lordship issue does--lt settles the permission issue. 
Now the permission issue answers the question, "Who has a right to my life?" 
You see the Lordship issue will not only settle who is number one IN my life but 
will also settle the issue of who has a right TO my life. I run into 
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Christians sometimes who really wonder what God's bothering them about. It's 
kind of as if "Why is God checking me in this area?" I want you to turn to Luke, 
Chapter 9. (P. 898 in your pew Bible) 

In Luke, Chapter 9 there is the story where Jesus walking down a road and three 
different people interacted with Him concerning Lordship. Let's start with verse 
57, uke, Chapter 9. "As they were going along the road someone said to 
Jesus, 'I will follow You wherever You g ."' And Jesus said to him, "The foxes 
have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no where 
to lay His head." 

Jesus said to another, "Follow Me" But he said, "permit me first to go and bury 
my fat er'' but Jesus said to him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead, but as 
for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God." 

p,1y ~ 
Another also said, "I will follow You, Lord, but irst permit e to say gobdbye to 
those at home." Jesus said to him, "No one after putting his head to the plough 
and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God ' Four observations from those 
verses: 

Observation Number One 
1. ot everyone is ready for Lordship. That's a fact. In fact of the three 

examples we have here, none of them were ready for Lordship. 
Interestingly enough all of them talked like they were ready for Lordship 
but none of them could pass the acid test. 

f he second observation is that 
2. Lordship is more than words. It's obvious that Lordship, is more than 

just what we say. In the first example in (vs. 57 and 58), the fellow said, "I 
will follow You wherever You want me to go." But Jesus said , "Tne birds 
have nests and the foxes have holes and the Son of Man has no place to 
lay His head." "t orclship is more than words!" 

Observation Number Three 
3. Jesus sees our heart. He knows all about us. He looks beyond our lip 

service. He knows us. He cuts through what we say and looks into the 
depths of our hearts. Lordship isn't a phrase. That's why Jesus said not 
everyone that says, "Lord, Lord shall even enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven " Desus seesour heart. 

Observation Number 4 
4. Lordship forces us to change. 1lt forces us to choose. It will either make 

us better or make us worse. 'Matthew 6, Jesus said in verse 24, "No one 
can serve two masters. He is either going to love the one or hate the 
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other. The Lord says you can't serve both masters. You have 
to get on one side of the fence or the other i:,tou-r ,4s C"""1F1rr,AIJ..E A~ :n• •11..11 -+6-

. A- BAllBCO- ~IE F$vC£. 

-.ILLUS: Lyndon Baines Johnson loved to tell the story about the teacher during the 
depression time who in Texas, in the rural hill country, so desperately needed a job. 
About the one room schoolhouse that they had and they had only one position open. 
As she stood before the school board and they asked her the question, "Do you 
believe the world is round or flat?" She wanted the job so badly she finally said , "I an 
teach it ways." 

--APPLY: I know people who think they can live ways. Somehow they can come 
to church on Sunday and they can just get their Bibles and sit there and take notes 
and they can sing the songs and go through the motions. Then on Monday 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, they are just different. iYou've gotl 
to settle who is going to be in control of our life:~ Lordship means three things. 

W o MS fe~JSS3/ftll 7# Rm,, '/OIi fl ~E ~ 1£ 

1. .It means accepting the future regardless of the cost. When the fellow 

2. 

3. 

Tu wante t f llow Hi , Christ said, "You don't understand what the future is 
oryciu. el s way I can explain Lordship is literally giving God a 
blank check which represents your life and fill ing in your name and giving 
it to God. Saying to God, "You can take it and use it any way you want 
to." 

Lordship means secondly, leaving the past regardless of the pull. 
That's where Jesus looked at the fellow when he said, " e s permit me 
to go back and talk to my family and say goodbye to them." Jesus said , 
"Put }!Our hand to the plough and look forward, you can't let the past pull , 
you away from what I am requiring of you} 

And thirdly, Lordship is seizing the moment regardless of the 
inconvenience. Regardless of the inconvenience and that's described in 
verses 59 and 60 

Now, I want you to look at the Lordship Ladder. Let's look at 
the process that we go through before Christ really becomes the Lord of 
our life. 

(1) Now let's start at the bottom rung of the ladder for a moment. 
Usually in a Christian's life, he doesn't walk with God very long until he 
realizes that he is unstable and very susceptible to the pull of the 
world . James called it being "double minded.".l-"1/ other words they 
have a mind to serve God at one moment but they have a mind to live 
in the world . What happens in a Christian's life once they see that 
they are double minded? 
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~2) If they really have been saved, they begin to seek God. They begin 
to say God, I don't like this double mindedness. It's like what Paul 
said in Romans 7, · "Ttlings I want to do I don't do and 
some things I don't want to do I tind myself doing." Paul is saying, "I 
want to serve God but I've got one hand over here and one hand over 
here and I am getting pulled." If you really have been saved and you 
see yourself double minded, you'll start seeking first His kingdom. 

~3) When you say, "I want to put God first in my life, you get to the third 
rung of the ladder which is what I call the wrestling stage. And the 

wrestling stage is, here it happens! The moment you say, "God I 
want you to take control of my life." God says, "Thank you very much. 
There are some areas I have been wanting to have control over." 
He'll start putting His finger on issues in areas in your life and my life 
over which we don't want Him to have control. Now that's where 
the wrestling match begins. We start negotiating. We start 
bargaining. _ 

(4) Now, the next step is obvious. What happens is in our wrestling 
with God, we make partial surrender. Wfiat that means is, God 
shows eight things in my life which He wants to have control over and 
in the wrestling match I start giving in because God's going to win. I 
don't usually give Him eight. Very seldom do I find a Christian say, 
"You're right God, here are all the areas. Thware all yours. " No, we 
usually say, "You're right God, here are some of them." Butw f want 
to hold on to the rest. Partial surrender ... Partial surrender will 
begin to make you desperate. The most n:iisecable people I know are 
people who start the journey with God and get so far and then realize 
the cost involved and end up by making only a Partial Surrender. 

5 Usually if you are going the right way, if you are going to get to the top 
there will begin to be a unger for God. There will be a hunger for 
righteous. You'll be saying, "Oh, God, I'm miserable. I am hungry to 
have peace. I am hungry to get these issues settled in my life." 

(6) Which will hopefully bring you to total surrender. That's the 
passage in omans 1 · where Paul says, "I urge you Christians that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto 
Him. Which is your reasonable service." 

Ttlis is crucial. You can't enter into complete peace until you settle the 
Lordship issue. And at that point you are on the top rung of the ladder, at 
that point, peace comes into your life. 
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The Lordship Law this morning is in your sermon section, "If Christ is the 
center of my life, the circumference will take care of itself." If Christ is 
the center of my life, then the "circumference"--those things His Lordship 
should change--will take care of itself. 

Turn the ladder over and look at the consecration check would you 
please? It says, "Consecration Check paid to the order of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I acknowledge God as my Lord and willingly consecrate my life 
and all of my resources to be used for His glory " 

Consecration to God is signing the line and saying, "God it's yours! 
Do with it whatever." That's a big step. I want you to bow 
your heads with me please and I don't want you to close your eyes. I want 
you to bow your heads and hold the check in your hand. Laylan is going 
to sing, "I Surrender All. " As he sings I want you to listen and I want you 
to look at the check. I want you to ask yourself the question, ·· 

. : · "Is Jesus Christ the Lord of my life?" Now, as he sings; J want 
you to sign the check if you fit into one of two categories: 

Category number one, "He is the Lord of my life." No question about it. 
You already settled that issue. You settled it before today. You settled it 
maybe last week. You settled it last year or maybe 20 years ago. He is 
Lord of your life. 

Or category number two, "I am willing to make Him ffie ord of my 
lifi." If you are in one of those two categories, He either is or you are 
willing to make Him Lord of your life. Heads bowed, look at your check, 
and listen to the words of the song. If you are in one of those two 
categories sign the check as a gift of obedience to Christ and keep it as a 
reminder. 

L ,+y/A"VJ s ,,.,, f 5 
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"WHY IS LORDSHIP NECESSARY?" 
(Part I) 

Luke 9:57-62 - Pew Bible p. 898 
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In a little church in Eastern Europe, all of a sudden bursting in the front door were about 
a dozen communist soldiers with submachine guns. Literally, they surrounded that 
small little flock. They very quickly demanded, "If anyone does not really believe in th is 
religion, to get out as quickly as possible!" 

There was a short silence and all of a sudden about one-half of those 100 people exited 
as quickly as they could. When they exited, there was a silence all across the 
congregation . As they began to wonder what their fate would be, the communist 
soldiers took off their masks and said , "We are believers also. We want to worship with 
you. But first we needed to know who the real believers were. 

There is really one word that describes the difference between those who left that day 
and those who stayed and that one word is "Lordship." I can tell you right now, those 
who exited did not have God as the center of their life. They had never settled the 
Lordship issue. 

You see when you and I never settle the Lordship issue, we'll always exit. We'll always 
take the easiest and the quickest and the fastest route out of town. It won't be looking 
down the barrel of a submachine gun but I guarantee you when an issue arises we will 
always be quick to exit if we have not settled the Lordship issue. Let's talk about it. 

Last Sunday, I preached on the subject, "What Is Lordship?" and we found five things 
that Jesus teaches us in the gospels concerning what Lordship is. It is first of all 
submission to God's will. It's secondly olacing God first in your life. Thirdly. 
accepting responsibility and accountability for the gifts, He has given us. 
Fourthly. it is doing the will of God. And fifth , it is personal obedience to Him 
regardless of the cost. 

Now in my many years of pastoral ministry, I have found that the Lordship line is the line 
that when people cross over and really settle that issue they become more effective 
Christians. They become more balanced and stronger in resisting temptation. There is 
a joy and happiness that enter in their life that they never know until they cross the 
Lordship line. 

Now this morning, we are going to look at "Why Is Lordship Necessary?" I am going to 
give you two reasons why, March the 20th, I'll complete this message. But this morning 
I'll give you two reasons why "Lordship" is necessary. 

I. It settles the position issue. In other words, Lordship settles the issue of who 
is going to be number one in my life. Now we all battle with that. Every person 
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in this room knows exactly what I'm talking about. Because if you have walked 
with God very long at all, you very quickly have to settle who is going to be 
number one. Isn't that true? 

Remember we've already learned that, "God is either Lord of all or He is not Lord 
at all." Lordship Law #1 ... This issue isn't something that is new with us, this is 
an issue that was dealt with in the very beginning of the human family. The 
serpent said to Eve, "You are not going to die if you eat of that fruit. For God 
knows that in the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be 
like God." 

You see the first issue that mankind ever dealt with was who is going to be 
number one. Who is going to call the shots? Literally, Eve bought into the lie, 
the deception of Satan, because she felt that if she ate that she would be like 
God. She could be on equal level with Him. If Lordship does anything for you 
and it does anything for me, it helps us to settle the position issue of whose going 
to be number one. 

Two times in the gospels, Jesus dealt with Peter about that very issue. You 
remember last Sunday. We talked about it briefly when we were over in John, 
Chapter 21 . "Peter do you love Me?" And then He went on, "And do you love 
Me more than these?" Speaking of maybe boats and nets and fishing gear or 
speaking maybe of the other disciples. The Lord was trying to get from Peter a 
declaration of exactly where He was in Peter's life. 

Now, I want you to turn in your Bibles with me to John, Chapter 13 and the 
reason is because this is another dialogue between Jesus and Peter concerning 
whose first. And you know the story quite well. It's the story where Jesus is 
going to wash the feet of Peter. Now let's begin with verse three. 

"Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands and that He 
had come forth from God and was going back to God rose from supper and laid 
aside His garments. And taking a towel girded about Himself, then He poured 
water into the basin and began to wash the disciples' feet. And to wipe them with 
a towel with which he was girded. So He came to Simon Peter and Peter said to 
Him, 'Lord do you wash my feet?"' Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do, 
you do not realize now but you shall understand hereafter." "Peter said to Him, 
'Never shall you wash my feet."' Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash your feet, 
you will have no part with Me." Simon Peter said , "Lord, not only my feet, but 
also my hands and my head." 

In verse 13 Christ says, "You call Me Teacher and Lord and you are right for so I 
am. If I then the Lord and the Teacher washed your feet, you ought also to wash 
one another's feet. For I gave you an example that you should do as I did to 
you." 
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Jesus was not "position conscious." It didn't bother Him. He was quote, "The 
top person there." But it didn't bother Him to pick up the towel , and wash 
everybody's feet. Now you have to understand, Peter was "position 
conscious" and it bothered Peter. You have to realize Peter would not have 
minded if one of the other disciples would have picked up the towel and the basin 
and started washing feet, because Peter thought he was better than the rest of 
them. 

"Position conscious" understand very quickly where they are on the position 
ladder and in that position , wherever they put themselves, they lack a servant's 
heart. They lack a willingness to give up their rights. They lack a willingness to 
walk the second mile with anybody that they would consider to be underneath 
them. Is that not true? 

And if Lordship does anything, Lordship helps us to understand that we are 
brothers and sisters and not over anyone. Rather we are to minister to everyone 
and that the one who belongs in the number one position is Jesus Christ and no 
one else! Now the Lord was not "position conscious" for three reasons, one 
because He knew: 

1. What He possessed. All th is is in verse three, "Jesus knowing 
that the Father had given all things into His hands." He knew what He 
possessed. Secondly, 

2. Who He was , "He had come forth from God." That's in verse 
3b and thirdly, 

3. He knew where He was going, that He was going back to God. (vs. 3c) 

And because He knew what He possessed, because He knew who He was, and 
because He knew where He was going, He didn't have to establish a position. It is a 
fact in life that the most secure people in life are not "position conscious." They don't 
need the title , they don't need the office, they don't need the place on the organizational 
chart. They really don't need any of that stuff because they know who they are. It is 
also true the less secure you are in yourself or in your relationship with people or God, 
the more that you will demand your rights and the more that you will demand your 
position and the more you will demand whatever you think you really deserve. 

Relationships within the body of Christ could never be what they could be or 
should be until we submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, understanding that He 
and He alone is number one. Paul wrote so beautifully, remember when he said that 
we should have the same attitude that Christ did . Listen to these words, Phillippians 
2:6-8, "Who though He was God did not demand or cling to His rights as God but laid 
aside His mighty glory and power taking the disguise of a slave and becoming like 
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men. And He humbled Himself even farther going so far as actually to die a 
criminal's death on the cross." He is our example. 

First, God is to be Lord in our salvation. Romans 10:9, "If we confess with our 
mouth, Jesus is Lord and if we confess with our hearts that God has raised Him 
from the dead, we shall be saved." 

Second, God is to be Lord in our everyday life. Colossians 3:23, "Whatever 
you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men." Every area of 
our life. 

Third, God is to be Lord in our business. Romans 12: 11 , "Not lagging behind 
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 

Fourth, He is to be Lord in our family. Ephesians, Chapter 5, "Wives, be 
subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, just 
as Christ loved the church and gave Himself an example for her." 

You see what Lordship does. It settles the position issue. 

II. The second thing the Lordship issue does--lt settles the permission issue. 
Now the permission issue answers the question, "Who has a right to my life?" 
You see the Lordship issue will not only settle who is number one IN my life but 
will also settle the issue of who has a right TO my life. You see, I run into 
Christians sometimes who really wonder what God's bothering them about. It's 
kind of as if "Why is God checking me in this area?" I want you to turn to Luke, 
Chapter 9. (P. 898 in your pew Bible) 

In Luke, Chapter 9, there is the story where Jesus walking down a road and three 
different people interacted with Him concerning Lordship. Let's start with verse 
57, Luke, Chapter 9. "As they were going along the road someone said to Jesus, 
'I will follow You wherever You go."' And Jesus said to him, "The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no where to lay 
His head." 

Jesus said to another, "Follow Me." But he said , "permit me first to go and bury 
my father" but Jesus said to him, "Allow the dead to bury their own dead, but as 
for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God." 

Another also said , "I will follow You, Lord, but first permit me to say goodbye to 
those at home." Jesus said to him, "No one after putting his head to the plough 
and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God." Four observations from those 
verses: 

Observation Number One 



1. Not everyone is ready for Lordship. That's a fact. In fact of the three 
examples we have here, none of them were ready for Lordship. 
Interestingly enough all of them talked like they were ready for Lordship 
but none of them could pass the acid test. Jesus understood that talk is 
cheap. 

The second observation is that 
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2. Lordship is more than words. It's obvious that Lordship, following Jesus 
Christ as a true disciple, is more than just what we say. In the first 
example in (vs. 57 and 58), the fellow said , "I will follow You wherever You 
want me to go." But Jesus said , "The birds have nests and the foxes have 
holes and the Son of Man has no place to lay His head." "Lordship is 
more than words!" 

Observation Number Three 
3. Jesus sees our heart. He knows all about us. He looks beyond our lip 

service. He knows us. Isn't that true sometimes we try to snow God. 
Sure we do. I've tried it. I've tried to talk a good talk to God and just kind 
of tell Him how wonderful He is and how much I love Him. He cuts 
through what we say and looks into the depths of our hearts. Lordship 
isn't a phrase. That's why Jesus said not everyone that says, "Lord, Lord 
shall even enter into the kingdom of Heaven." Jesus see our heart. 

Observation Number 4 
4. Lordship forces us to change. It forces us to choose. Another words, 

Lordship will never leave us the same. Once we are confronted with the issues of 
whose going to run my life. Once we are confronted with the issue of whose going to 
be number one in my life; it will change us because it will force us to choose. It will 
either make us better or make us worse. Matthew 6, Jesus said in verse 24, "No one 
can serve two masters. He is either going to love the one or hate the other." 
Basically, the Lord says you can't serve both masters. You have to get on one side of 
the fence or the other. That's why He went on down in that very same chapter and said, 
"Seek first My kingdom and My righteous and all of the things shall be added unto you." 

--ILLUS: Lyndon Baines Johnson loved to tell the story about the teacher during the 
depression time who in Texas, in the rural hill country, so desperately needed a job. 
About the one room schoolhouse that they had and they had only one position open. 
As she stood before the school board and they asked her the question, "Do you 
believe the world is round or flat?" She wanted the job so badly she finally said , "I can 
teach it both ways." 

--APPLY: I know people who think they can live both ways. Somehow they can come 
to church on Sunday and they can just get their Bibles and sit there and take notes 
and they can sing the songs and go through the motions. Then on Monday, 
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Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, they are just different. You've got to 
settle who is going to be in control of your life. Lordship means three things. 

1. It means accepting the future regardless of the cost. When the fellow 
wanted to follow Him, Christ said, "You don't understand what the future is 
for you." The best way I can explain consecration and Lordship is literally 
giving God a blank check which represents your life and filling in your 
name and giving it to God. Saying to God, "You can take it and use it any 
way you want to." 

2. Lordship means secondly, leaving the past regardless of the ruill
That's where Jesus looked at the fellow when he said , "Please permit me 
to go back and talk to my family and say goodbye to them." Jesus said, 
"Put your hand to the plough, put your eyes forward , you can't let past pull 
you away from what I am requiring of you." 

3. And thirdly, Lordship is seizing the moment regardless of the 
inconvenience. Regardless of the inconvenience and that's described in 
verses 59 and 60. Those are Jesus's teachings on Lordship. 

Now, I want you to look at the Lordship Ladder. Let's look at 
the process that we go through before Christ really becomes the Lord of 
our life. 

(1) Now let's start at the bottom rung of the ladder for a moment. 
Usually in a Christian's life, he doesn't walk with God very long until he 
realizes that he is unstable and very susceptible to the pull of the 
world . James called it being "double minded." Another words they 
have a mind to serve God at one moment but they have a mind to live 
in the world. James calls it being double minded. What happens in a 
Christian's life once they see that they are double minded? 

(2) If they really have been saved, they begin to seek God. They begin 
to say God, I don't like this double mindedness. It's like what Paul 
said in Romans 7, when he said , "Things I want to do I don't do and 
some things I don't want to do I find myself doing." Paul is saying, "I 
want to serve God but I've got one hand over here and one hand over 
here and I am getting pulled." If you really have been saved and you 
see yourself double minded, you'll start seeking first His kingdom. 

(3) When you say, "I want to put God first in my life, you get to the third 
rung of the ladder which is what I call the wrestling stage. And the 

wrestling stage is, here it happens! The moment you say, "God I 
want you to take control of my life." God says, "Thank you very much. 
There are some areas I have been wanting to have control over." 



First Baptist-San Angelo, TX Message 2 

"WHY IS LORDSHIP NECESSARY?" (Part I) 
March 10, 1996 

Luke 9:57-62 - Pew Bible p. 898 

Review: What is Lordship? 

1. Submission to God's will. (Matt. 8:2) p. 839 

2. Placing God first in your life. (Matt. 22:36-40) p. 856 

3. Accepting responsibility and accountability. (Matt. 25: 14-30) 
p. 859 

4. Doing God's will. (Matt. 7:21-27) pp. 838-839 

5. Personal obedience regardless of the cost. (John 21: 15-23) 
p. 942 

Why Is Lordship Necessary? 

1. It settles the Jl;2'3 I +-roo issue. (Who is #1 in my lify?) 
Pride is the oldest sin in the universe and shows no sign of 
weakening with age. 

Jesus was not "position conscious" because He knew . . . 
John 13:3 p. 933 

1. W J-, cvt 1-/ e Y o s s£s s ED vs 3a 

2. W i-..o 1--1 e WAs vs 3h 

3. WI+ £R £ He \A/.9 s Gc)InG- vs 3c 

God is to be Lord in our . . . 

1. 5ALVA,t DN (Romans 10:9) p. 982 
"If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you shall be saved. " 



2. Ge.,-J:j DA_'.j LI .f' E (Colossians 3:23) p. 1021 
"Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the 
Lord rather than for men." 

3. Eu. s r rJE ss (Romans 12:11) p. 983 
"Not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 

serving the Lord." 

4. FA/V/:r LY (Ephesians 5:22, 25) p.1015 
"Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself up for her. " 

II. It settles the ,PEKr\.f i ssID'J issue. (Who has a right to 
my life?) Luke 9:57-62 p. 898 

Observations: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

No r £vE R)lo J\J£ rs RE e o'( ~oR LOR.DSJIJP 

LogosHIP Is M ORE T/-fA rJ WO RDS 

Ycsu. s SEES OUR.. J-IEA!ZT 

LoR Ds Hi P FoRcES us To c HAI\J&~ 

Lordship means ... (Luke 9:57-62) p . 898 

1. Accepting the future regardless of the C O 5 T 
(vs. 57 & 58) 

2. Lea~ing the past regardless of the Pu. LL 
(vs. 61 & 62) 

3. Seizing the moment regardless of the TrJco/\JVEf\JJE,:-;ce 

(vs. 59 & 60) 

Lordship Law #2 
If Christ is the center of my life, the 

circumference will take care of itself. 



PAID TO THE 

ORDER OF 

CONSECRATION CHECK 

The Lord Jesus Christ 

March 10, 1996 

$ My All 

I acknowledge God as my Lord and willingly consecrate my life and all my 
resources to Him. 

1 

Catagory #1-He is Lord of my Life _______________ _ 
Catagory #2-1 am willing to make Him Lord of my Life ________ _ 



Total Surrender 

Hunger For God 

Partial Surrender 

Wrestling Stage 

Seeking God 

Unstable Stage 

~ -. ~- ~ 

.,_ _,__._ ' 




