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BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 
Living By the Authority of Scripture 

f\!tv 0;,,,,, . : 

INTRODUCTION: 

"It's not the parts <f the Hi hie I don't 
u11derstand thal hother me. It f ·· the parts J do 
1111dersta11d that give me.fits." -- Mark Tw; in 

Please turn in your Bibles to Luke chapter 5 for our lesson this morning. 
Last week, we talked about the first core value of Skyline: integrity, or 
being salt and light in the world in which we live. This morning, I want 
to talk about something else that is very dear and precious in our hearts, 
and that's the subject of biblical authority, or God's Word being the 
authority and direction for our life. The final authority. The infallible 
Word of God. And in a few moments, we'll read about when Jesus told 
his disciples to go out into the sea and cast down their nets. Because 
today's lesson is on biblical authority and the Scriptures, I brought with 
me today some very humorous responses of English children to questions 
about the Bible. Just listen for a couple of moments and then we'll begin. 

Here's how some British children understand the Bible: ' oah's wife was 
called Joan of Arc. " "The fifth con1mandment is 'humor thy father and 
mother."' I love this one: "Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day and a ball 
of fire by night." "Wlien Mary heard she was to be the mother of Jesus, 
she went off and sang the Magna Carta." 
Here's a classic:' A Republican is a sinner mentioned in the Bible." I 
wonder what a Democrat would be. Anyway, "Tfie natives of Macedonia 
did not believe so Paul got stoned." I love this one; I'll close with this 
one. The- first commandment was when Eve· told Adam to eat the apple." 
And we've been taking commandments ever since. Alright. 

llo.t ~ p. Sfo p.uve:J./J 
·---·---ul< ch.apt r 5, e begin with verse !7esus was standing o '11e 
s · of the Lake Gennesaret. teaching the p eople as th ro'vvded 
around 11 hear God's message. Near shore saw tvvo boats left 
there by some fishe, who had gone ash their nets. Jesus got into 
the boat that belonged to Sim asked him to ro11-' it out a little way 
(,-om the shore. Then l e at down in oat to teach the crowd. 
When Jesus had ·s 1ed speaking. he told Simo . "Rmv the boat out into 

nd let your net down to catch some fish. ster. " Simon 
"we worked hard all night long and have not caug~: 
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i you tell me to. I will let the nets down." They did it and caught 
many that their nets began ripping apart. Then they sign i for 
their partne · the other boat to come and help them e men came 
and together they the two boats so full tha th began to sink. 
When Simon Peter saw t · appening. h eeled doivn in .fi'ont of Jesus 
and said, "Lord. don't come ne . 'm a sinner." Peter and everyone 
with him were completely s zsed a the fish that they had caught. 
His partners. James Yohn, the sons of fee. were surprised. too. 
Jesus told Sin . 'Don't be afraid. From now on. ·will bring in 
people · ead of fish." The men pulled their boats up to shore, and 

eft everything. and they went with Jesus. 

Lt's a beautiful story, of our Lord coming into the lives of the disciples 
and His Words changing their life. This morning's lesson is on God's 
Word, and what God's Word will do for you and me when we allow it to 
have the same place in our hearts that the disciples allowed Jesus that 
day. I'd like for us to share five things from this story. 

Five Observations About Luke 5:1-11 
In this text, we see a dramatization of this core value in Peter's life. 
As with Peter. .. 

1. Jesus makes requests of us to see how we will respond. 
Jesus comes into our lives and asks certain things of us. And he's 
very interested in our response. Now, just as in the story, Jesus 
gradually asked for the disciples' obedience, that's usually the way 
God's Word speaks to our heart. First of all, he asked them to let him 
get into their boat. Then he asked them to take the boat out into the 
middle of the sea. Finally, he asked them to cast their nets down. He 
gradually unfolded his will to them. As with the disciples, he makes .f 
gentle requests of us; and he is vitally interested in how we es ond ::;fl.Ve/ d ~J 

2. Jesus challen2es us to trust and obev. 
WlMDr::t,;.0'1' 

,I/IIUZ.IJd) 

Jesus challenges us to obey him in the most important areas of our 
lives. Interestingly enough, when he came into the disciples' lives, he 
talked to them about something they understood -- fishing. Then he 
began to maR:e requests of them, requests that were very important to 
their lives, things that they knew about. The question was, could they 
trust him? Could they obey him in areas which they already knew 
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something about themselves? We never wonder if we can trust God 
in areas that we are uncertain about. If we can trust God to give us 
direction when we are kind of stumbling along and searching for 
answers. The question is always about whether we can trust God in 
areas that we are pretty sure about. Here in this story, Jesus walks 
into their life and talks to them about something that they have done 
all of their lives. They ~w u.i fb1 the water; they understand fishing. 
t\nd he challenges them ~AJbey 111 an area where they feel very 
certain and secure. 

3. We struggle in the areas where we have control and experience. 
The moment when Jesus walks into our life, and through his Word or 
the voice of the Holy Spirit, begins to challenge us in the areas where 
we are secure, where we have control, there's a tendency for us to 
struggle. We can see this in the life of Peter. When the Master 
walked into Peter's life, and said, 'ti want you to cast your nets into 
the water/ the first thing that Peter said was, "We've already done 
that. We've been fishing all night and we've caught absolutely 
nothing." In Southern California slang, Peter would have looked at 
the Lord and said, "Been there. Done that." We all relate to that. 
Everyone of us knows what it's like for God to walk into our life and 
tell us to do something that we thought we were already doing. We 
kind of say, "But, Lord, I don't think I really need a lesson in this 
area." 

4. We are called to give God's Word final authority in every area of 
our life. 
Even if it doesn't make much sense. In fact, verse 5, after Peter 
said, "I want you to know, Lord, we've been doing this all ,~~~and 
we've already tried there, tried th is, been there, done that, " __ _J~a1d, 
"Yut ifyou tell me to. I will let the nets down." In other words, he 
said, "It doesn't make much 5en5e_ I don't want to agree with it; I 
don't think it will ~prk, but God, I will let you be the -fiual a11tharil}'. 
in my life. And that brings up a very simple questio11. When we hold 
God's Word in our ""-'-'....,,,.a-Atl-we begin to read it, anti look at it, and 
meditate on · (the psalmist said, "I meditate on his Word day and 
night"), when we begin to hold God's Word in our life, does it 
change us? Do we obey it? Is it really the final authority within our 
life? 
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Chuck Colson, in one of his books, was talking about the fact that so 
many of us have Bibles, and yet the Bible doesn't change us. 8 % of the 
people surveyed in a recent poll said that they were evangelical; and yet 
only 42% of them knew that Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount: 
and 48% of them could name the first four books of the New Testament: 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Out of the 1382 people that were 
surveyed, less than I% of them said that their lives were directed and 
truly changed by what the Word of God said. In other words, @* of us 8£.L /I', 

read it; but it doesn't always change us. w/-fy ~ fJec.A-v~ We 'e /)d A,'gT 8,.IF :.f1 
-::r.t11 Tl/ E All, Ho TY or Tff-£ 7: tit..t, 

I was reading recently about a guest lecturer at a university. he on l}'. 
thing they asked him 6efore he made th lecture was not to talk abou the 

orcl of God, the Bible. He noted how strange it was to speak at the 
university and be asked not to talk about the Bible. Especially when that 
evening, he went to do prison ministry and the first words from the 
warden were, "As yol tal l< to the prisoners, could you talk to them about 
biblical principles?" That seems to me like the cart's before the horse. 
We're not supposed to share God's Word at the universities; but when we 
speak to prisoners, who've already messed their lives all up, then we can 
talk about it. It seems to me like we're building the hospital down at the 
bottom of the cliff instead of putting fences at the top. Seems to me that 
we don't really understand what the Word of God wi-1 I do and how it can 
change our life, which brings me to point number five of this lesson. 

5. Consistent obedience produces consistent results. 
The disciples discovered this that day, when they brought up their 
nets so full that they began to break. They had to call their partners 
over alongside to share the load, and both boats still almost sank. 
The results they received that day were based upon their obedience 
to Jesus' Word. 

~ (" \031p-tw ~ 
Please turn to I ::C mot ¥- 3 with me in your Bibles. In this passage, Paul , 
in writing to his son in the Gospel, shares with him the power of God's 
Word. You'll read four claims given to us in these two verses. II 
Timothy, chapter 3, lfegmning with verse 16. " ezyJhing in the 
$_cr.iptures is God's Word. All of it is useful for teaching and helping 
people and for correcting them and showing them how to live. The 
scriptures train God's servants to do all kinds of good deeds." 
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Answers to common questions: 

Question: Does the Bible claim to be God's Word? 
Answer: II Peter 3:15-16; II Timothy 3:16-17 

1. All of it is God's Word. 
The Bible is not half inspired and half uninspired. It's not partly 
fallible, and partly infallible. Now, we all have favorite passages, but 
it's all his. It is all life-changing. I'll admit there are passages of 
scripture that I've 1ever preached on. There are passages of scripture 
that I oon't understand; for example, I have never preached on the 
genealogies. But it's all God's, and it's all God-inspired, and every 
part of it is there for a purpose. 

2. Its instruction is alive and profitable. 
The Word is profitable for you and me if we follow and qbey it. Get 
your pen out and m I =r:1mothy 3: 16, in that second part of the verse, 
underline some words. Where he says " l/ of it is useful for" -- here's 
a word to underline -- "teaching." God's Word teaches us, it's good 
for helping -- underline "helping, " "correcting," and "showing." . It 
teaches what is right. It corrects us and helps us to get right, stay 
right, and live right. God's Word is very beneficial, and it's alive. 

3. It is comprehensive. 
God's Word meets every need. When I look out at you, and see this 
place full of people with hundreds and hundreds of needs, as a 
pastor, I often ask myself, "How can I meet the needs of everybody 
here?" And then I realize it's not my job to meet the needs; it's my 
job to preach the Word. The Word of God is comprehensive. The 
Holy Spirit bears witness to the Word, Jesus, and he comes and 
ministers to all the needs today. The Holy Spirit brings you here, and 
in this time together of worship and prayer, he meets your needs. 
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4. It can completely equip us for both life and ministry . 

. 

lf you have the Spirit without the Word, you blow up; and if 
you have the Word without the Spirit, you ry up. But when you 
have the Word and the Spirit together, you gro t p. And sometimes 
I wonder, when we hold the Word, if we realize what we have in our 
hand. 

Let me give you some history of people's treatment of the Word of God. 
In 600 B.C. King Jehoiakim is literally tearing the Bible up page by page 
and throwing it into the fire, and imprisoning all the prophets and priests. 
Then, ninety years after the death of Christ, in 90 A.D., John is banished 
to the Isle of Patmos. He's in prison. He's on that lonely island, and why? 
Because of the Word of God and the word of his testimony. 

In A.O. John Wycliffe translates the Bible into Engl_ish, then 
everyone who possesses a copy in English is killed. They become 
martyrs. As these martyrs in England are burned, they hold those 
scriptures close to their breasts. 40 years later, in - · A.O., the Church is 
still so upset with John Wycliffe that they literally dig up his remains, 
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and throw 'em in the river. In doing that, they declare that the Word of 
God will never again be translated into the people's language. They 
believe it will be completely washed from the memory of man. 

In 1536, William Tyndale, who has again translated the New Testament, 
is burned at the stake. ,I is safe to say that literally thousands of people 
have written, translated, and distributed this Word, and then have died 
for their efforts. Let me read this to you: 

"The Bible was written over a 1500-year span. It was written by 40 
generations, by over 40 authors from every walk of life including 
kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen , poets, statesmen, and 
scholars. It was written in different places, including out in the 
wilderness, in dungeons, in palaces, inside prison walls, while 
traveling, on lonely islands, in the midst of war. It was written at 
different times, sometimes in peace, sometimes in battle. It was 
written during different moods, some writing from the heights of joy 
while others wrote from the very depths of sorrow. It was written in 
three continents: Asia, Africa, and Europe. And it was written in 
three languages -- Hebrew, Arabic , and Greek. It covered subject 
matters including hundreds of controversial subjects, yet with 
harmony and continuity from Genesis to Revelation, there is one 
unfolding story, and the story is the redemption of man through Jesus 
Christ." 

Woltaire, the French infidel who died in 1778, literally traveled the 
world, especially "enlightened Europe," speaking against the Word of 
God. And he predicted that 100 years after his death, the Bible would no 
longer be on earth. Well, Voltaire died, and 50 years later, the Geneva 
Bible Society bought his home. Using the presses he had used to produce 
his atheistic treatises, they have been producing Bibles ever 
smce. ew.et ano earth will pass away, but my Word will never die." 

Question: How can I apply my study of the Bible to my daily life? 
Answer: z ':'/..: 0 
Ezra tells us in Ezra 7: 10 ,~ ays to take God's Word and apply it. 
Let me just read the passage. ' or. Ezra naa set his nea11 to stud;y the law 
of the Lord and to practice it and to teach its statutes and ordinances to 
rJsrae/." 
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1. Ezra prepared his heart to approach God's Word. Ezra literally 
prepared himself in the way that he approached God's Word. He 
wanted to make sure that he entered into the presence of God's Word 
in an appropriate manner. 

n 11 
2. Ezra prepared his heart to study God's Word. As Ezra read it, he 

allowed his heart to be tender and open to the voice of the Spirit. 

i ,, 
3. Ezra prepared to practice what he learned. Ezra not only read it~ 

but as soon as he read it, he practiced it. He began to apply it to his 
life. 

II T/1.AC.Jf II 

4. Ezra prepared to share'\vhat he learned. Ezra not only learned it 
in his own life and practiced and applied it, but he took it 
immediately and he shared it with others, so they could apply it to 
their lives. 

ant to share with you an experience I had recently. I was with my 
pra partners, at our retreat. What a fabulous time we had -- men 
coming ogether to learn how to pray. I sat and shared with them t 
simple thit to do during one hour alone with God. One of th hings I 
shared is how ray the Scripture. Now, I was totally unre for the 
response that day. s I just sat on a stool and began to y Philippians 
4. I felt something ha en to the men. In fact, literal dozens of them 
came to me after that an aid, "John, it was trul life-changing 
moment. For the first time i ny life, I saw h to pray God's Word." I 
sensed from that conversation t t perha11 have neglected to teach you 
how to pray God's Word. To be hot ith you, when I prepared to 
share those ten steps during the ret · at, ·ust made a little note to myself, 
"pray one of the chapters," and never ga it much thought, because I 
had assumed, wrongfully, ti you knew not o how to read and study 
the Word of God, but al how to go through an ray and apply it to 
your own life. I was ong, so I have concluded that · November, I 
want to spend a c pie of weeks sharing with you ten th, s to do during 
an hour with d. And I will pray a chapter and just let you llow 
along. I pr ise you it will change your life. I was with one of I prayer 
partner esterday and he said, "John, I tell you, I've been a Christi for 
ma , many years, but to sit and watch you pray the Word has absolute 

1anged my time alone with God." 
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Three key phrases: 

1. Learn It. 
It can't change you until you 
that deals with your heµd " 

2. Love It. - 'TJt+T DM-J..S 'W777./ VovR. ¾BT 
You've got to begin to embrace the Worc?and let it embrace you. 

3. Live It. - tHlt:1 J).Ml.5 W;r,{t yPu({ W-fE 
You've got to let the Word of God that comes into your heart go out 
through your hands, and you've got to apply it to others. 

Question: What convictions should I have concerning the Bible? 

.r 

_ _ ., iNow what happens is, when we 

ake the Word of God and learn it and love~ live it, we begin to 
aevelop biblical convictions. And there are~onvictions about the 
Word of God that I want to make sure that you have today. 

1. Even when I don't understand it, I'll trust what God said. 
Even when I don't understand it, I will take what God has said at face 
value. I will place my trust not in my understanding, but in God's 
Word. Naaman did that, remember? Naaman, the captain of the 
Syrian army, had leprosy, and his Httle servant girl suggested that he 
go to her country and see a prophet who could heal him. So off 
Naaman went to Elijah's house. He arrives in front of the house in his 
chariot and Elijah doesn't even come out -- he just sends a servant 
out. And the servant tells Naaman that the prophet says for him to go 
down to the Jordan River and dip seven times in it. This ticks 
Naaman off. In fact, he says, " r us needed to dip in the water 
seven times, I could go back to my own swimming pool in Syria. At 
least, the water's cleaner there." And off he goes. But then remember, 
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his colleagues talks him into going down to the Jordan and dipping 
seven times, and when he comes out, his flesh is like a newborn 
baby's. 

Now, what's interesting about this is how Naaman responded. He said, "I 
ha hougnt the prophet wou Id come out and wave his hand, and I wou Id 
be healed (he had preconceived how God would answer his prayer)." But 
now, after his healing, he said, " ow I know that there's a God of Israel." 
Now isn't this interesting? Haven't we all done the same thing Naaman 
did? Haven't we come to God with a prayer request and told him how to 
answer it? We have this preconceived idea of how he's going to answer 
it, v - • ~ , the 
first conviction is 

2. Although it seems illogical, I'll obey what God has said. 
I will obey what God has said, even if it doesn't make sense. 
Remember Mary? In , at the wedding in Cana of Galilee? 
They run out of wine, and Mary looks at the servants, and says, 

fiatever he says to you, do it." 

3. While human opinions vary, God's Word is rii:ht on every 
subiect. 
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MORNING WORSHIP 
June 7, 1998 

An Offering of Music ............... ..................... Shirley Porter 
Call to Worship .............. "Come, Christians, Join to Sing" 

arr. Linn 

WORSHIP IN SONG 

"Because He Lives" .................................... Hymn No. 407 
Morning Prayer ...................... ................... .Jerold McBride 
A Celebration of the Homebound Ministry.Larry Shotwell 

A TIME OF FELLOWSHIP 

We Welcome You .... ............. ........... .. .. .... Ronnie Laughlin 
"Bless Be the Tie" ....................................... Hymn No. 387 

(As the chorus is sung, children ages 4 & 5, grades 1-3 are invited 
to join Dr. McBride on the platfonn steps.) 

A Time for Children .............. ..................... Jerold McBride 
"I'd Rather Have Jesus" ............................. Hymn No. 550 
The Ministry of Prayer.. ......... ......................... .Tom Martin 

HIS WORD PROCLAIMED 

"In the Beauty of Your Holiness" .............................. Berry 
Sanctuary Choir 

Sermon "The Authority of Scripture" .............. .Jerold McBride 
Luke 5:1-11 - Pew Bible page 890 

Hymn of Commitment No.320 ...... ··rum Your Eyes Upon Jesus" 
Offertory Music ......................................... Laylan Bratcher 
Sharing Comrnitments ............................ Lance Herrington 
Prayer of Thanksgiving .................................. Jim Hundley 
Organ Dismissal ............................................ Shirley Porter 

**DEACONS OF THE WEEK** 
Bob Rowland • Ralph Wilson 

Guests are invited to visit with the Pastor in the library 
following the morning service. Go through the 

door by the organ. 

For the Hearing Impaired: Wireless hearing aids are available from any usher. 

We welcome to worship a larger congregation through the facilities of Kl.ST, Channel 
8 (Channel 5 on TCA Cable). 

SERMON NOTES 
"The Authority of Scripture" 
LukeS:l-11-PewBiblep. 890 

"It's not the parts C?f the Bible I don't 
understand that bother me. It is the parts I do 
understand that give me fits." -- Mark Twain 

I. Five observations about Lk. 5:1-11 
). ____________ _ 
2. ---------------
3 __________ ____ _ 

4. ------------ -
5. --- ----- - ------

II. Does the Bible claim to be God's Word? 
II Peter 3: 15-16 and II Timothy 3: 16-I 7 
I . All ofit is...,...---,-______ (16a) 
2. Its instruction is ______ (16b) 
3. It is _________ (16c) 
4. It equips us for _______ (17) 

ill. How can I apply it to my daily life? 
Ezra 7: IO Ezra prepared his heart to: 
I. __________ God's Word 
2. ___________ God's Word 
3. __________ what he learned 
4. _ _________ what he learned 

IV. Three key phrases: 
1. __________ it. 
2. ~ 
3. ___________ .it. 

V. What convictions should I have? 
I. 

2. ---------- -----

3. ------------ ---

HOW TOI 
ASY( 

What must I do to be saved? 

CONFESS that you have sim 

ACKNOWLEDGE the serio 
of sin is death, but the gift of 
Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:: 

REALIZE that Christ died fo 
us, in that, while we were yet 

BELIEVE that Christ can sa, 
Christ and you will be saved." 

ASK Christ to save you right : 
the name of the Lord (ask the 

HOW TOJO 

During the hymn of commit:rrn 
pastor is standing. Tell him rn 
like Io join in one of the folio, 

BY PROFESSION OF FA 
receiving Christ as your persor 
faith by baptism, you may join 

BY TRANSFER OF MEM 
another Baptist church, we wil 
our church. 

BY ST A TEMENT - If you hi 
personal Savior and have been 
your conversion, you may join 
or a minister. 

BY BAPTISM · If you have a 
Savior but have never been bap 
candidate for baptism. 

Phone anytime during the wee! 
will be glad to talk with you at 
Baptist Church. 



LEBRATION 
SPECIAL EVENTS AT FIRST BAPTIST 

I. 

SUNDAY.JUNE7 
8:00A.M. Bus Ministry Pick-up 

.............. Jerold McBride 9:00A.M . Bible Study 

page 594 10:30A.M. Morning Worship 
11:45 A.M. Adult Sunday School , W-205 • 5:00P.M. Divorce Care Meeting, 1" Place 
5:15P.M. WMU Leadership Team Meeting, W-101 

~ 6:30P.M. Evening Worship 

) F.B.C. TODAY PraiSinger' s Tour 
~ 

y worsh;f' we have child MONDAY, JUNE 8 
~ :r locate in our preschool PraiSinger' s Tour 

ctions. • 1sk that no one leave TUESDAY, JUNE 9 
9:30A.M. Baptist Young Women, CLC Craft Room 

~ 4:00P.M. University Lake Day, Lake Cabin 
"' PraiSinger's Tour <.l ("') 
-""o -"' 0\ 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10 Q ID ,- -0 r--
7:00A.M. Prayer Breakfast, 'Nilson Hall ~ <= 0 :x~ 10:00A.M. Senior Adult Council , W-205 - ·c: E- v½ ayTo Read 5:00 P.M. University Recreation, Lake Cabin -.... • l/') 

Weekly Workers Meeting "' 0 ID 
:nt in 1998 5:30 P.M. ,- ::r: .; ' 

6:00 P.M. Fellowship Dinner/Bible Study, Wilson Hall 
~ 

<+,.. bl)l/'l 

0 <= -Youth Dinner, Annex .... <e: 0\ 
6:30 P.M. Youth LIFE, Annex 

~ 
<.l <= <= ling Schedule R.A.' s-Grades 1-3 , C-303. Grades 4-6, C-306 c5 "' (/) 

Thursday - II Cor. 2 G.A.' s-Grades 1-3 , C-308. Grades 4-6, C-307 

~ 
u 

Mission Friends - Ages 4&5, C-206 friday - 11 Cor. 3 7:30 P.M. Sanctuary Choir Practice, Choir Room 
Saiurday -11 Cor. 4 8:00 P.M. University Bible Study, Lake Cabin 

or. 5 PraiSinger's Tour -,-THURSDAY, JUNE 11 ~ 3:00 P.M. Senior Adult Lake Day, Lake Cabin 

~ PraiSinger's Return from Tour 
AFF -! , Pastor FRIDAY, JUNE 12 u. a.lion and Administration 6:00 P.M. "Gift" Nite, Center Wing 
Jt Education/Outreach 
er of Music SATURDAY, JUNE 13 
Youth and University 8:00A.M. Vision 2000 Work Day, CLC 
:hildhood Education 10:0GA.M. Telephone Blitz 
itation Assistant 

SUNDAY,JUNE14 
9:00A.M. High Attendance in Sunday School 

mist 
10:15 A.M. Groundbreaking Service ·ganist 


