
suBJECT~ S~ i -A~±~e ____________ _ 

TEXT--- - ------------------

TITLE RE ACHING OUT TQ A CHANGilliL'l'.EXAS. ____ _ 

SCRIPTURE READIN~G~_L_u_k_e_ 4_:_1_8_-_1_9 ________ _ 

DELIVERIES: Date Hour Place 

First Baptist 9-12-82 A.M. San Angelo, TX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY _ __________ _ 

';f1 "]:3>;IUJV.:; 

E.F. 9'9 
CLASSIFICATION: 

---EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 

- --TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 

XXX+++ 1 Letter 



REACHING OUT TO A CHANGING TEXAS 

Scr ipture: Luke 4:18-19 

INTRO: FOR YEARS PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SAYING, "TIMES 
ARE CHANGING" AND THAT PHRASE HAS NEVER BEEN MORE 
TRUE FOR TEXANS THAN NOW. 

THINK OVER SOME OF THE CHANGES WE HAVE SEEN 
IN THE PAST DECADE ... THE INFLUX OF ETHNIC GROUPS, 
THE POPULATION BOOM ~N AHE METROPOLITAN AREAS, 
THE INCREASED NUMBERs· o~1~oME~ :r'M 'i'II~ Joo MARICE'I', 
THE CONTINUAL RISE OF INFLATION AND THE TIGHT JOB 
MARKET. 

ES, TIMES ARE DEFINITELY CHANGING, AND WITH 
HESE CHANGES TEXAS BAPTISTS ARE BEING CALLED UPON 
0 KEEP PACE. DESPITE THE DRASTIC CHANGES IN OUR 

INDIVIDUAL LIVES, THE NEED REMAINS FOR US TO SHARE 
HE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST. 

IN THE 980 CENSUS, TEXANS DISCOVERED THIS 
IS A STATE OF MANY FACES. THE TOTAL POPULATION 
COUNT WAS 14,228,383 WHICH CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO 
5 7 .7 % ANGLOS; 21 % HISPANICS; 12 % BLACKS; 9% ASIANS 
OR OTHER; AND .3 % AMERICAN INDIAN. 

THE CHANGES CAN BE SEEN EVEN MORE GRAPHICALLY 
WHEN WE COMPARE THE INCREASE OF OUR ETHNIC GROUPS 
OVER THE PAST 10 YEARS. SINCE 1970 THE ASIAN POP
ULATION HAS INCREASED BY 92 %; THE HISPANICS BY 
44.9 %; THE BLACKS BY 22.4 %; AND ANGLOS BY ONLY 7.2 %. 

AND IF WE LOOK AT STATISTICS WHERE THE PEOPLE 
LIVE, WE DISCOVER THAT APPROXIMATELY 60 % OF THEM 
LIVE IN THE AREAS OF HOUSTON/GALVESTON, DALLAS/FORT 
WORTH AND WACO/SAN ANTONIO. 

THERE IS DEFINITELY A NEW DAY IN TEXAS, AND 
WE ARE BEING CHALLENGED TO CHANGE OUR STRATEGIES, 
OUR ATTITUDES AND OUR CHURCHES TO REACH THE MANY 
ETHNIC AND CULTURAL GROUPS IN OUR STATE. 

BUT HOW ARE WE GOING TO REACH OUT EFFECTIVELY 
TO A CHANGING TEXAS? THERE IS NO BETTER PATTERN TO 
FOLLOW THAN THAT WHICH JESUS SHARES WITH US IN OUR 
TEXT. IT IS THE PATTERN WHICH HE HIMSELF FOLLOWED 
IN REACHING OUT TO HIS CHANGING WORLD. 



WE ARE TO REACH OUT THROUGH: 

I. THE PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL 
--Luke 4: 18a 
--NOTE: At the center of all that we do as 

Texas Baptists is the proclamation of the AS A 
Gospel. It is the first thing Christ mentions~ 
reason for which he was "annointed." 
(4:18a read "The ... gospel") 

--Exegesis: "the poor"--means "the poor in 
spirit." That is, those who humbly recognize 
their spiritual poverty--their sin and their 
inability to merit salvation. Mere poverty 
alone is nowhere said to be sufficient to 
secure the grace of God. 

--ILLUS: Texas Ba tists are challen ed in the 
1980s to reach out to ethnic groups around us 
as well as to the thousands flooding into 011r 

state from the northeast and midwest. 
Texas has enjoyed prosperity during the 

past i ve years d e spite a dec l i ning economy 
in many parts of the United States. As a resul 
an influx of people with d i fferent cultural 
and religious backgrounds are flooding into 
our metropolitan areas as corporations relocate 
and people search for j obs. -~.· fl.'f:r> WJEsssw-AI¥ tfovJ7o) 

Dallas is an excellent exam 1 of a metro
politan area e xperiencing a population boom. 

The 1980 census showed Dallas County with 
a population of 1,556,549, an increase of 
229,228 in 10 years. Projections are that 
the county will reach a population of two 
million by 1985. 

A major contributing factor to this growth 
can be seen in the fact that 202 companies 
have moved to the Dallas are a during the past 
four years, and this growth is e xpecte d to 
continue in the 1980s. 

It's happening all over the state. 
A flood of ewcomers, many without a 

Baptist background or understanding of Jesus 
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Christ, requires new approaches to ministry. 
One church attempting to do -chis is Preston
wood Baptist in North Dallas. Dictc l.,41t'E'~- fhi.,.y w£B&~ 

Prestonwood began as a missio~ of North
way Baptist Church in 1977 and bec,ame self
supporting in 1979. Texas Baptists worked 
together to make this possible. The money 
for the land came from State Missions funds ~ 
the Baptist Church Loan Corporation, Dallas 
Association and a bank loan. By February, 
1982, the church was averaging 1,400 in 

~/,... {3unday School, an increase of 400 in a year. 
-_- Te c urc is ocated in a fast-growing 

area of Dallas, and the pastor, Billy Weber, 
is attempting to reach out to many who have 
never been to a Baptist church or have little 
knowledge of the denomination, its beliefs 
and its doctrines. 

"The best research I have available reveals 
that 40% of the population is unchurched and 
this is the type of person my congregation is 
finding all around us. My conviction is 
that to reach these people we need to under
stand them and relate the gospel to them," 
Weber said. 

"I try to share the gospel in terms 
visitors can understand and usually refer to 
Prestonwood as a family or a caring fellow
ship instead of a building. 

"In addition I preach uplifting, positive 
messages. I believe Christ pointed out sin, 
and His messages were ones of hope, and 
people today need to hear the hope Christ 
has to offer." 

--NOTE ': Luke 18a "He hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted~..tl ''-k :,k+fff'll ,. V.4.J'~' 

--ILLUS: The Asian population in Houston has 
grown by at least 500% in the past 10 years--
46,350. 
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An area where churches have been needed 
not only to start new work but to provide for 
mater i al and physical needs is with the r efu
g e e s from Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. These 
individuals and families have fled to the 
Unit e d States with no housing, f o od or clothin g 
in search of freedom . 

A church that stepped in to lend a help
ing hand was West Memorial Baptist Church in 
Hous ton. 

Their story oegins in 1975 when Saigon 
was falling and an orphanage of 100 children 
was f l eeing south to the border to avoid the 
f i r e f i ghting. The director's plan was to 
load the children on board a ship and remain 
at s e a unti l the fighting ended and then return 
t o Saigon. Instead the ship lost its way, 
sailed into the China Sea and finally ended 
up in the S i.ngapore Harbor. 

The miracle that followed was that Dr. 
Ralph Neighbour, former pastor of West Memorial 
was in Singapore and recognized one of the 
Vietnamese teenager s traveling with the group. 
After hearing their story, Neighbour contacted 
West Memorial and the church voted to sponsor 
the 100 children. 

"A.s you can see, our first encounter with 
the Vietnamese was very dramatic," said Dr. 
Dan Redmond, a layman in the church. "The 
children arrived and our church provided homes 
for them for the first few weeks. Then several 
families adopted the children and the others 
were transferred to Buckner Children's Home 
in Dallas where homes and facilities were 
provided. 

"After this initial contact, our church 
became aware of other opportunities of service 
availableto us and began sponsoring refugee 
fami lies. The in 1978 Dr. Neighbour met 
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Liem Tran, a Vietnamese pastor who wanted 
t o be gin a Vietnamese congregation. 

"After discussing the possibility with 
the missions committee and the church, we 
decided to sponso r a Vietnamese congregati on 
in November o f 1978. Liem began with one 
or two families and it has grown to average 
70 t o 80 i n worship services, " he said. 

"Through this ministry many people have 
come to know Jesus Christ as their personal 
Savious and o ur church has continued to 
sponsor refuge e families. A recent develop
ment is that the Vietnamese congregation 
is also reachi ng out and sponsori ng f e l l ow 
Vietname s e . ManY, days you will find Liem 
Tran taking a family around Houston l o cat i ng 
housing and j ob and e nro lling c h i ldren in 
school," Redmond said. 

In addition to the Vietnamese mission 
at West Memorial, Liem Tran is also pastor-
ing a Vie tnamese f e llowship in the ar 

a_k_e are a s ponso r e d b y University Baptist 
Chur ch i n Ho uston. 

Union Association and members of West 
Memorial church have the ministry of Vicente 
Co and Liem Tran because funds from t he Mary 
Hi ll Davis Offeri ng we re availa ble f o r partial 
fundi ng. 

I I. THE RECLAMATION OF HOPE 
--Luke 4: 18b "Recoverin9of sight" 
--NOTE: Reclaiming that which one once had 

but now is lost. These people were not 
born b lind. They once had sight but lost it. 
Christ is saying,"I have come to reclaim 
for t he blind the s ight t hey once h ad. " 

Millions once had hope . Once the y 
dreamed dreams. But sin has married their 
dreams, destroye d the ir castle s and blind e d 
their eyes. 
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Ours is the mission of reclaiming for 
them the hope they once had. A hope that 
was futile because it was based on those 
things that do not endure. The passing of 
time has seen these hopes vanish. 

But now we can lead them to an experience 
with Christ that will enable them to sing: 

"My hoge is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' 1 blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

--NOTE: This ear marks the Centennial Celebra
tion for Brazilian Baptists, (Oct. 15) and the 
climax of Texas Baptists' four-year Bold 
Mission Thrust involvement. 

Breaking ground in joint missionary in
volvement, the Texas Baptist Executive Board 
adopted the proposal for a joint effort wi th 
Brazilian Baptists "as an appropri ate part 
of Bold Mission Thrust" during their December 
meeting in 1977. 

Acceptance followed a joint request and 
invitation from the Brazilian Baptist Conven
tion and Foreign Mi ssion Board of the Southe rn 
Ba tist Convention. 

The oal during the four years was in 
simple, challenging terms: double the number o f 
chu ches (from about 3,000 to 6,000) and the 
number of church members (from 500,000 to one 
million) . 

Texans' involvement in Brazil, however, 
has a h i story which spans 100 ye ars. While 
the United States was recoverin from the 

.......,......,...,..·_, 1 War, W. B. and- Anne Ba young Texas 
Baptist: newlyweds, sailed to Brazil to plant 
their lives and their faith. 
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The met stron o 2osition ~ but, un
daunted, they joinea missionaries Z.C. and 
Kate Taylor and a converted Catholic priest 
to establish a Baptist church in the old 
city of S alvador in 1882. 

Fo 60 ears the Bagbys served in their 
adopted land, establishing c hurches and 
schools. Five of their children followed 
them as missionarie s, four in Brazil and one 
in Argentina. 

Now a century later, thousands of T xans 
have followed in their footsteps payi ng their 
own expenses to share Christ's love acr oss 
the nation. 

The main strate in reachin Brazil h a s 
been the matching cities evangelism progr ain 
which paired ten Te xas cities with their 
counterparts in Brazil. The program, for 
example, matched Sao Paulo with Houston; 
Rio de Janeiro with Dallas; Belo Horizonte 
with Fort Worth; and Fortaleza with San Angelo. 

roups have gone to conduct revivals 
acation Bible schools, puppet shows, school 

assembli e s and visitation programs. 
Also, Texans provided support activiti e s 

such as Sunday School clinics, discipleship 
workshops, constructio n and agricultural 
projects, disaster relief and medical assis t 
ance. Se ~ember 1981 64--1,200 p r o f e ssions 
of f a ith; tember 22 1982 48--Centenni a l 
Crusades. 

The Mar Hill Davis Offering for State 
Mi ssions has had a hand in all of th i s. I n 
1979, 1980 and 1981 the offering included a 
section under Bold Mission Thrust with a 
portion a l located f or Mission to Brazil pro -
mot ion . · 
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The excitement and receptiveness of the 
Br azilians to the gospel of Jesus Christ has 
sparked enthusiasm in many Texas c h urch 
groups which is spilling over into their local 
communities. Also, foreign missions has be
come a reality to many Texans instead of just 
millions of people across the ocean. 

"Of course Brazil will never be the same 
again," Bill Damon states. "We will be see
ing results of this four-year emphasis for 
years to come." 

--ILLUS: Jerald Gols~on states that the work 
in Ceara has been put ahead 35 years by what 
San Angelo Baptists have done in the last two 
years. ~, 13 -- 26 churches; 15 -- 30 
missions; Mission giving; Seminary students. 

In September we shall deliver funds to 
build a church in Agua Frio and to place a 
floor in another church. This story h~s been 
repeated again and again _rl11'. 1'1: 11 iv~- Yl/tJf'~ +o "-t..f'l"'t. 

H. is /1lr< fr,,/,..y 1, kt .1.4,.f,<4 ft...,1/ f"f,P,'4(, 
But our gifts through our State Mission 

offering had financed our "Mission to Brazil" 
program. 

--APPLY: There was little hope that anything 
significant could be done in greatly expanding 
our work in Brazil until the Mary Hill Davis 
State Mission Offering made possibl e "Mission 
to Brazil." 
1980 - 500-15,000 professions of faith 
1~81 (Jan.-Aug) - 862-28,534 prof. of faith 

--ILLU Eva Nola Wills Experience in 
Campinas, June, 1982. 

III. THE LIBERATION OF THE OPPRESSED 
--Luke 4:18c-19 
--Exegesis: "o set at libert them that are 

bruised"--a symbol of relief from the wounds 
and bruises caused by sin. 
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THI Lr.BfiKAT:10,V OF TH~ t)ff~ESSCJ> 

"To reach the acceptable year of the Lord"-
Refers to the Year o f Jubilee whi ch occurred 
every seven years. In this year (1) liberty 
was given to the slaves; 2) debts- were for
given; (]) family property was returned to 
the dispossessed owner. Th is was i ndee d a 
"Year of Jubilee"--a year of rejoic ing. 

Christ is sa ing that He has come to 
announce the "Year of Jubilee"--that now 
the oppressed everywhere can be set at liberty, 
and that sin's debts of the past can be 
forgiven. 

his is the s irit in which we carry 
out State Missions. The spirit of joyfully 
announcing that the "Year of Jubilee" is NOW! 

--ILLUS: The River Ministr~ is o ne of many 
ways State Missions snare the good news of 
the liberation of the oppressed. 

In the earl 1960's Texas Ba tists began 
studying, praying and planning for the means 
to share Christ with the spiritually and 
physically oppressed millions along the Rio 
Grande River. 

The first River Ministr funds were 
allocated in the 1967 Mar Hill Davis Offering 
for State Missions. J Even as t he need was 
being promoted in churches across the state 
·n the fall of 1967, Hurrican Beulah leapt 
upon the lower valley, ravaging homes and 
churches, leaving thousands without food or 
shelter. 

Texans sprang to action immediate ly 
as churches sent food and blankets and people 
to minister, one-to-one. The volunteers 
labored diligently, restori n_g c n urches and 
homes, never failing to share a positive 
word about the love of Christ. 

They returned to their home churches with 
hearts aching to minister further to the vast 
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needs they had seen . The Texas Baptist River 
Ministr was under~ w-=a~Y~·:._--===--=-------

This was 15 years ago and since then the 
program has grown to involve between 8,000 
and 10,000 volunteers and 35 summer miss i on
aries each year. 

Elmin Howell, a former coach, came to be 
coordinator of the program in 1968 and con
tinues to s e rve in this capacity. Under his 
leadershi, ministries in hear~ care an 

sica and economic assistance, building~ 
programs, ater sanitation and others have 
been initiated.~ F. tiT ~, ~, II/el/_.,, U · ·' 

"The results have been astounding, but it 
is mere ly a scratch o n the surface," Howell 
said. 'The needs are still there and Texas 
Baptists have found they can nake a difference 
i n the spiri t ual , physical and emot i onal l ives 
of t he c.>eople ." 

The River Ministry worK is continuing to 
gain sup2ort from the Hispanic community, and 
they are such an a sset because of their com
munication skills and knowledge of the culture . 

One of the fruits of Te xas Baptists' in
v olveme nt and the Mary Hi] l Davi s OfE .!ring 
over the p as t 15 years is t he ermane nce of 
the work. 

urches have been started, medical 
clinics established, water wells dug, goat 
herds begun and lives touched. Many of the 
people living along the Rio Grande know that 
Tex as Baptists care for them and are willing 
to provide, not only food and clothing, but 
the ift of Jesus Christ. 

James Andrews, our Assitant Pastor, 
serves on the State River Ministry Committee 
and helps direct the work all along the Mex 
ican side of the 889 mile long Ri o Grande . 

Few chvn.cJ..v .A-.<~ bµfred w,·-l-1,, s11c.lt ...., 

7e111.vt'"'(.'Y Mt?5f°'14-ll1 f "t1 ''14~e( 4 t2.U~.,,d1;Sftl 
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--NOTE: Our Texas State Mi ssion Offering Goa l 
is $2,727,272 -- FBC San Angelo is $.9 000. 
Your offering will provide for (1) n w chur ch 
site s; (2) holarshi s for college and 
seminar y students who are s tudyi ng for the 
mini stry; (3) or S anish Nero, and Asian 
work here i n Texas; (4) M · can Bib e ns · 
tute (now merging with SWBTS); (5) Valle 
Baptist Academy; (6) .s_panish Radio and T.V.; 
(7) work in Minnesota and Wisconsin and 

many other state mission causes . 

CON : "Reaching out to a Changing Texas" i 
state missions. Not only is Texas changing 
but also in San Angelo. In our city there 
are 400 Asi ans, 16,000 Hispanics and 8,000 
of other racial backgrounds. I t is further 
estimated that 30,000 people in our city 
attend no church. 

What we see here is greatly multiplied 
across our state . Our Mary Hill Davis State 
Mission offering is a great step forward 
in reaching the millions of lost and 
unchurched ri ht er xas. 

Some time ago a boy fell into an old 
well. In a short whi le $40, 000 was raised 
in the small community to bring in the 
nece ssary earth-moving equipment for his 
rescue. In 1937 Amelia Earhart, attempting 
a round-the - world flight, was reported lost . 
For the following ten days, our government 
and others spent over $250,000 daily s e arching 
for her. We place highest value on this 
life and we should! 

But can we afford to place any lesser 
value on lost souls and the life the y shal l 
live in e t e r ni t y ? Your gift is one way yo u 
can Re ach Out to a Changing Texas. 
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