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SCRIPTURE: pg. 917 

INTRO: J. Sidlow Baxter tells of a report that swept Asia 
saying that the bones of Buddha had been discovered. The 
reputed "bones of Buddha" were paraded through the streets 
of India where millions gav e homage. 

A Christian missionary stood watching the people 
--1.J.£ /,~ ... ~ 'EH'::e-!''l-'E-lt"-a''l":",e themselves before the bones. Finally, he turned 
I,, to a friend and said, "If t hey could find one Bone of Jesus, 

Christianity would be a estroyed." 
The Christian faith i s strong and vibrant today because 

not one bone has been nor s hall ever be found of Christ. He 
is the same Living Lord tod ay as when He walked by the side 
of Cleopas and his friend a nd kaµqht them on the road to 
Emmaus. · 

Christ was first and foremost a teacher . But never was 
He more a teacher than on that day. And never were more 
needed lessons ever taught. 

From this one experience we learn four lessons from the 
Living Lord. 

r. 
--Luke 24:18-16 
- ~NOTE; "These t wo men belonged to the wide r circle o f 

disciples; tradition s ays they were of the seventy. 
One of them was called Cleopas, ver. 18. It is rather 
striking that the name of the other is not given. 
Ancient commentators have held that it was Luke 
himself. Others conte nd that it was the wife of 
Cleopas. (Gault, pgs. 59-60) 

Be that as it may , it was late on the first Easter 
Sunday afternoon, and these two disciples of Jesus are 
walking together over the road from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus, a distance of seven or eight miles. Quite 
likely they stopped when their conversation became 
intensely interesting, and this delayed their journey. 

When Christ died, their hopes died with Him. But 
not wholly! Faith had been ~ imini .h-1 d. bn t not 
Qestroyeq. Then, as t hey walked and talked, the One 
whom they had loved wa lked back into their lives into 
their own personal experience. He talked with them. 
He walked with them. He entered into the s a me 
e xperiences with the~_. iR W<Re~@n t:he¥ had_.fbuna .such 

. blessed companions hip before. I n a 1n6men of e xultant 
a wareness they knew, . t h ~ -:'.s~-inp t:Y that He wa s alive 
and real. \ ---



The fire of faith was rekindled. (Elson, pgs. 77,78, 
81-82) 

--, s. 16 (KJV) "But their eyes were holden that they 
should not know him." 

--"Their eyes we e ho aen• (Wm.) "Their eyes were in such 
a state as to keep them from recognizing Him." 

--Marx 16:12 'He was manifested in another form unto two 
o them. . " 

--Why did they not recognize Christ? 

1. he~ were walking towards the sunse. That is why 
they did not recognize Jesus. Emmaus was west of 
Jerusalem. The s etting sun s 6 blinde d the~ at 
they did not know their Lord. (Barclay, pg. 308) 

2. Mark's account t hat "He was manLfested in another 
for " implies t hat Christ's form had altered 
since His death. The lustre of a new life 
surrounded Him. The curse and the woe of the 
world, and the a nticipation of the death of the 
cross, no longer weighed upon His soul, but the 
joyous serenity o f eternal victory beamed from His 
countenance. 

3 • 

They did not recognize Christ in His 
victorious, unspotted, princely, and re-created 
body. 

Their eyes been holden by a stat of mind in which 
they ~ w on) y darkness, death, and the cross. 
They were not minded to expect a glorified Body. 

2 

(Gault, pgs. 61-62) A/ 
--13UT HE CA.,A1f'"'t- U/AJ.KEI) 1#'.ZTH Tlf/$1'1 /vE.V/:~TI-IEJ..£.S.S . . . 

--But Christ would never walk with me. I am unim ortant i ,, U,....,vo~TH 
--ANSWER: y ere these two men chosen? They were 

wt a postl e ~ . They were so ins ignifi cant , so 
evidently merely be l onging to the r ank and f ile of 
t p e disic~ l ;! , that" the~ ~ngelist, does not seem t o 
kJlpw £b e __ a_ e of one of them, and the other whom he 
does name never appears again . .,>Yet to these two 
perfectly insignific ant people, Jesus Christ, thought 
it worth His while to come. 

-

his is part of tfie message of the 
Resurrection that the risen Lord joyfully companies 



with the humblest seeker after light. 
Swete, pgs. 28-29) 

(Maclaren & 
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The first lesson from the Living Lorq is He u,,,/, /.Jo2 w, 
Walks With Us • . , WIJ~+J,-,,e W-L t>Qc.() "'>11"2-t! J.l.r-,.,,/ _.. r:,::,. 07- ~...,.,.+ .. , 

L:, J.I• ,0 ..J l,V',4!. £ a?t-e, 

I I • !CARES ABOUT U ' 
;Vo T c-n~ ~ r~~s ... Ti ovr : ~ · J.ec+ , 4 . . . 

''A velt'f Pll-eslHl't 1j_EJ.e ::t:AI tPtkl~l.fl , 
x --LuXe 21:17-2~ 

I 
I 

NOTE: The warmth of the stranger's speech showed the 
two that he cared about them. He speaks in the tone of 
a teacher who is suddenly disappointed in a pupil for 
whom he greatly cares. This must have struck them as 
strange and at the same time drawn them to Hirn. Why 
should this person, wh om they have never seen till ten 
minutes before, trouble Himself with~the views they 
held with respect to the Messiah? I~ they were wrong, 
why should He be so d i stressed at it? And why should 
he be at such pains to set them right? There was, at 
any rate, an unselfish interest taken by the stranger 
in what Ke thought was for their good. They were 
touched that a stranger cared so much about them. 
(Gault, pg. 63) 

--He cares about our disappointments: He asked them what 
they were talking about so earnestly Gs. 17 ). 
Cleophas answered, "Are y0u the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?" The disciples were sad, 
discouraged and disappointed. The stranger asked , 
11 Wnat things?" And they replied, "Concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief 
priests and rulers de l ivered him up to be condemned to 
death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, 
it is now the third day since this happened." 

There was a sob in his heart and a lament in his 
spirit as Cleophas stopped and tried to say that all of 
the disciples had hoped that He might have redeemed 
Israel but that even this mighty prophet, like other 
prophets, had been put to death and they were disap
pointed! 

But there was a later report which Cleophas 
mentioned: "Some women of our company amazed us. ~hey 
were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find 
his body; and they came back saying that they had even 
seen a vision of angels, who said that He was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and 
found it just as the women had said; ~ut Him they did 
not see." (Elson, pgs. 78-79) 

These are the words of men whose bqpes ar~ P~.Jr~d 
. Their drearop were shattered, and ~ were 

disappointed! 
Now Christ walks with them. He speaks to them in 

such a compassionate and caring manner that they found 



themselves 
rlb.D He was 

listening intently. They may not have known 
but they surely knew tJla;t He cared! 

•' 7~ la f 
?"lot .--t sife...,,-t. G-,rJ . · · /fJJ'-M;~ "' 

..V5 s.574 ''--rAt?t He S;t,i't/ v-n'CO t;h,e--,., ., 

never g i ves up on us, even though we may 
give up on Him, as the se had done. He keeps on 
speaking to us even wh en we are foolish and "-s- o--o 
eart to believe. 11 -v.s . ~s-

And if you listen today, you can hear Him as He 
speaks to you. 

--But How Does He Speak To Us Today? 

1. ,l'gough His Word 
--f s. 27 (KJV) "And beginning at Moses and all the 

prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the th i ngs concerning himself." 

Rf'A P ;>NOTE: "Why are you so slow to believe?" He asked. 
"Why be in such needless sorrow? Why not open your 
mind and heart to the truth of the Scriptures? If 
you had more understandin% you would have more 
faith. Your des ondenc arises out of your 
inability to see t he meaning of the Scriptures." 
(Elson, pg. 79) 

-- s. 2~ "He expounded (unfolded) unto them the 
riptures." 

--NOTE: " O"esus began to unfold to them he I Scri ptures. 11 o what a gain would i t b e to us if 
we could but have the record of what He said! The 
whole volume of t h e old Testament would henceforth 
speak to us in a manner altogether beyond our 
present conception . 

L_ 

It i s the 
-living I,ord who b r i ngs lignt and understanding to 
the Bible. A art from Jesus Christ the Word_ of 
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]JC. , S f'f'A:lr> , 70 IL> O-,,lf 
God is an enigma. /l When men "experience Christ. " 
the Bible becomes intelligible. 

11l,@Il t;,. EhTI: 
~a a@ 

82) 

2. Through His Presence 
--~ ss. 28-31 (KJV) s 28 "And they drew nigh unto 

the village, whither they went: and he made as 
though he would h a ve gone further." 

:Lr -

--~s. 29 "But they c onstrained him, saying, Abide 
with us: for it i s toward evening, and the day is 
far spent. And he went in to tarry with them." 

-- s. 30 "And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with 
them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and 
gave to them. " · 

--Y. 3 "And their eyes were opened, and they knew 
him, and he vanished out of their sight." 

--NOTE· ~hey were soon to learn that there is a 
difference between §tudying scripture an spenaing 
~ with the Author. Cleo A . ' 

--NOT.er· As they dre w near the door. of t.li,A;l . .eas:1;3"111i!IP.,S:... 
home, the stranger was about to say farewell and go 
down the road toward the Mediterranean to Lvdda or 
Joppa when they a s ked Him to stay for supp;;: " · ay 
~ 1th-us, for it is towara evening and the day is 
far spent." (Elso n, pgs. 79-80) 

The three sat down to eat, and the Jewish rule 
that three eating together were bound to give 

observed. e d 
~o Him WTh by ~H·s 
o f flie .. Sq;r:ipt1:-1:Fe them~ o n 

had 
u ering 
having blessed 
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- vs. 3 (KJV) "And they said one 
our heart burn within us, while 
by the way, and wh ile he opened 
tures?" 

to another, Did not 
he talked with us 
to us the scrip-

--NOTE: Their hearts burned within them because He 
had spoken to them through His Word and through His 
Presence. 

--Bridge: _ _ ., ( 1) 

( 2) 
(3) and 

.__...___T4: ( KJV) vs. 3 3 "And they rose up the same 
hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together, and them that were with them," 

·-- s. 34 "Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath 
appeared to Simon." 

,"'1., -rwo--'?'- vs. 35 "And they told what things were done in the way, 
and how lte was known of them in breaking of bread." 

6 

--~OTE; Those who know that the Lord is risen are ,~ 
inspired by the ~iving Lord to be witnesses of His 
Resurrection. 

The two were weary. They had had a aa 's ·ourne. 
They were hungry. The y had just sat down to the 
supper-table. The meal w s scarcely begun. Night had 
fallen; the darkness was on them. But they looked at 
one another, and said , 11 -~ i s · a day o ood tiding s; 
we cannot hold our pea ce. Let us go back to 
Jerusalem," and at onc e they sprang to their feet, and 
set their faces to the road. ~fie en that nave known 
the living Lord become His witnesses and you and I 
ou9-..~t to do the same! (Maclaren & Swete, pg. 38) 

-"./.> The Christian messag e is never full y ours until we 
ha¥ e ,Sha r ed . it_ with someone else ~ JlND SOT/-IG.Y~ V,S35.. , 

- -tts~ ·tKJVl 11Stty r A4t, The Lord is r.i,sen indeed, . and 
hath appeared to ~ n . 

--NOTE : There was no"'°sadder man in Jerusalem. In common 
with his brethren, he had lost the Master; • o # 



> surely it is a l ovely thing that Jesus should make 
on e pf His first appearanc es to the man who had den i W--
Him . It is the glory of Jesus that He can give the 
penitent sinner back his sel f r espec~ . (Barclay, pg. 
310) 

CON· Once on a highway long ago hearts ~, f3V~AIEJ) IJ/ITff.:Z/f/'' 

I , 

as the J.hd ng I,oi;d opened the Scriptures. They 
are never really opene d until we know Him. ~hat same 
presence is with us today. (Elson, pg. 85) :,r11s • .1.f 

Bu~ He does not a bide with us uninvited. ·· 

d if you and I wish to have His presence 
continuous with us, we 'must invite Him to "abide with' 
us" by the opening of our hearts to His entrance. 
(Maclaren & Swete, pgs . 35-36) 

The living Lord's promise still stands, 
"Behold I stand a t the door and knock; if any man 

hear my voice, the door, I will come in to 
him• • • II 



l t It 

'-1- N-q 11'\- ,m . C:xx.x ++-1+) 
3- 2-H-9~ l'J , fi?. C.:x,_ M +tt-t-}! 
3-30-'17 fJ . tn.C- ,) 

LESSONS FROM THE LIVING LORD 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 24:13-35 - pew Bible pg. 917 

INTRO: J. Sidlow Baxter tells of a report that swept Asia 
saying that the bones of Buddha had been discovered. The 
reputed "bones of Buddha" were paraded through the streets 
of India where millions ga ve homage. 

A Christian missionary stood watching the people 
prostrate themselves before the bones. Finally, he turned 
to a friend and said, "If they could find one bone of Jesus, 
Christianity would be des t royed." 

The Christian faith i s strong and vibrant today because 
not one bone has been nor shall ever be found of Christ. He 
is the same Living Lord t oday as when He walked by the side 
of Cleopas and his friend and taught them on the road to 
Emmaus. 

Christ was first and foremost a teacher. But never was 
He more a teacher than on that day. And never were more 
needed lessons ever taught . 

From this one experience we learn four lessons from the 
Living Lord. 

I. WALKS WITH US 
--Luke 24:13-16 

The Living Lord : 

--NOTE: "These two men belonged to the wider circle of 
disciples; tradition says they were of the seventy. 
One of them was calle d Cleopas, ver. 18. It is rather 
striking that the name of the other is not given. 
Ancient commentators have held that it was Luke 
himself. Others cont end that it was the wife of 
Cleopas. (Gault, pgs . 59-60) 

Be that as it may, it was late on the first Easter 
Sunday afternoon, and these two disciples of Jesus are 
walking together over the road from Jerusalem to 
Emmaus, a distance o f seven or eight miles. Quite 
likely they stopped when their conversation became 
intensely interesting, and this delayed their journey. 

When Christ died, their hopes died with Him. But 
not wholly! Faith had been diminished but not 
destroyed. Then, as they walked and talked, the One 
whom they had loved walked back into their lives into 
their own personal e xperience. He talked with them. 
He walked with them. He entered into the same 
e xperiences with them in which they had found such 
blessed companionship before. In a moment of exultant 
a wareness they knew, they simply knew that He was alive 
and real. What He h a d been once He became to them 
again on that journey : an unmistakable, communicating, 
vivid Person known to them in their own experience. 

1 



The fire of faith was rekindled. (Elson, pgs. 77,78, 
81-82) 

--vs. 16 (KJV) "But their eyes were holden that they 
should not know him." 

--"Their eyes were holden" (Wm.) "Their eyes were in such 
a state as to keep them from recognizing Him." 

--Mark 16:12 "He was manifested in another form unto two 
of them. . . " 

--Why did they not recognize Christ? 

1. They were walking towards the 
they did not recognize Jesus. 
Jerusalem. The setting sun so 
they did not know their Lord. 

sunset. That is why 
Emmaus was west of 
blinded them that 
(Barclay, pg. 308) 

2. Mark's account that "He was manifested in another 
form," implies that Christ's form had altered 
since His death. The lustre of a new life 
surrounded Him. The curse and the woe of the 
world, and the anticipation of the death of the 
cross, no longer weighed upon His soul, but the 
joyous serenity of eternal victory beamed from His 
countenance. 

They did not recognize Christ in His 
victorious, unspotted, princely, and re-created 
body. We can know very little of what our 
resurrected bodies will be like. Surely the most 
literalistic interpretation of Scripture would 
encourage faith i n a re-created, transformed, and 
glorified body which would be lacking in human 
characteristics and blemishes. (Gault, pgs. 61-
62) 

3. Their eyes been holden by a state of mind in which 
they saw only dar kness, death, and the cross. 
They were not minded to expect a glorified Body. 
(Gault, pgs. 61-62) 

--But Christ would never walk with me. I am unimportant! 
--ANSWER: Why were these two men chosen? They were 

not apostles. They were so insignificant, so 
evidently merely belonging to the rank and file of 
the disciples, that the evangelist does not seem to 
know the name of one of them, and the other whom he 
does name never appears again. Yet to these two 
perfectly insignificant people, Jesus Christ, thought 
it worth His while to come. 

And He who came and walked with these two, will 
come to the poorest and weakest among us, and will 
help us to untangle the threads of our difficulties, 
and to bear the burden of our sorrows, if only we 
will let Him . This is part of the message of the 
Resurrection, that the risen Lord joyfully companies 

2 



with the humblest seeker after 
Swete, pgs. 28-29) 

The first lesson from the 
Walks With Us. 

II. CARES ABOUT US 
--Luke 24:17-24 

light. (Maclaren & 

Living Lord is He 

--NOTE: The warmth of the stranger's speech showed the 
two that he cared about them. He speaks in the tone of 
a teacher who is suddenly disappointed in a pupil for 
whom he greatly cares . This must have struck them as 
strange and at the same time drawn them to Him. Why 
should this person, whom they have never seen till ten 
minutes before, troub l e Himself with the views they 
held with respect to the Messiah? If they were wrong, 
why should He be so distressed at it? And why should 
he be at such pains to set them right? There was, at 
any rate, an unselfish interest taken by the stranger 
in what he thought was for their good. They were 
touched that a stranger cared so much about them. 
(Gault, pg. 63) 

--He cares about our disappointments: He asked them what 
they were talking about so earnestly (vs. 17). 
Cleopas answered, "Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?" The disciples were sad, 
discouraged and disappointed. The stranger asked, 
"What things?" And t h ey replied, "Concerning Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, and how our chief 
priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to 
death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, 
it is now the third day since this happened." 

There was a sob in his heart and a lament in his 
spirit as Cleopas stopped and tried to say that all of 
the disciples had hoped that He might have redeemed 
Israel but that even this mighty prophet, like other 
prophets, had been put to death and they were disap
pointed! 

But there was a later report which Cleopas 
mentioned: "Some women of our company amazed us. They 
were at the tomb early in the morning and did not find 
his body; and they came back saying that they had even 
seen a vision of angels, who said that He was alive. 
Some of those who were with us went to the tomb, and 
found it just as the women had said; but Him they did 
not see." (Elson, pgs. 78-79) 

These are the words of men whose hopes are dead 
and buried. Their dreams were shattered, and they were 
disappointed! 

Now Christ walks with them. He speaks to them in 
such a compassionate and caring manner that they found 
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themselves listening intently. They may not have known 
who He was but they surely knew that He cared! 

III. SPEAKS TO US 
--Luke 24:25-32 
--NOTE: Christ never gives up on us, even though we may 

give up on Him, as these had done. He keeps on 
speaking to us even when we are foolish and "slow of 
heart to believe." 

And if you listen today, you can hear Him as He 
speaks to you. 

--But How Does He Speak To Us Today? 

1. Through His Word 
--vs. 27 (KJV) "And beginning at Moses and all the 

prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
scriptures the thi ngs concerning himself." 

--NOTE: "Why are you so slow to believe?" He asked. 
"Why be in such needless sorrow? Why not open your 
mind and heart to the truth of the Scriptures? If 
you had more understanding you would have more 
faith. Your despondency arises out of your 
inability to see t he meaning of the Scriptures." 
(Elson, pg. 79) 

--vs. 27b "He expounded (unfolded) unto them the 
Scriptures." 

--NOTE: "Jesus began to unfold to them the 
Scriptures." O what a gain would it be to us, if 
we could but have the record of what He said! The 
whole volume of t h e old Testament would henceforth 
speak to us in a manner altogether beyond our 
present conception. 

Every promise that God has given to fallen 
man, all was set before them as they walked upon 
their way, and they saw in those tales of ancient 
times more than their childhood knew. The scroll 
of the old law seemed to blossom into all the glory 
of a new life, as when Aaron's rod budded in the 
tabernacle of witness. (Gault, pg. 68) 

--APPLY: As He led them through the spice groves of 
prophecy, and opened ear and heart to the 
orchestral tones of the promises, what floods of 
light streamed into the mind! They saw that Jesus 
was the Christ, and that His sufferings had been a 
fact, so surely must the resurrection be a fact. 

The Scriptures, opened up and understood, had 
corrected mistakes and wrong impressions, had 
dissipated their gloom, had calmed their hearts. 

The Living Lord and the Scriptures have ever 
been bound together. It is the Person of Jesus 
Christ who gives meaning to the Bible. It is the 
Living Lord who brings light and understanding to 
the Bible. Apart from Jesus Christ, the Word of 
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God is an enigma. When men "experience Christ," 
the Bible becomes intelligible. 

The result of personal faith in Christ is an 
eagerness to know the Scriptures. It is the Living 
Lord in personal life that unlocks the door to the 
Scriptures. The person and the Book are insepara
ble. The whole Bible is the portrayal of God's 
action on man's behalf which is brought to fulfill
ment in the life, the atoning death and the resur
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (Elson, pg. 
82) 

2. Through His Presence 
--vss. 28-31 (KJV) vs. 28 "And they drew nigh unto 

the village, whither they went: and he made as 
though he would have gone further." 

--vs. 29 "But they constrained him, saying, Abide 
with us: for it i s toward evening, and the day is 
far spent. And h e went in to tarry with them." 

--vs. 30 "And it c a me to pass, as he sat at meat with 
them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brak e, and 
gave to them . " 

--vs. 31 "And thei r eyes were opened, and they knew 
him, and he vanished out of their sight." 

--NOTE: They were soon to learn that there is a 
difference between studying scripture and spending 
time with the Author. 

--NOTE: As they d r ew nea r the door of the Emmaus 
home, the stranger was about to say farewell and go 
down the road toward the Mediterranean to Lydda or 
Joppa when they a sked Him to stay for supper: "Stay 
with us, for it i s toward evening and the day is 
far spent." (El s on, pgs. 79-80) 

The three s a t down to eat, and the Jewish rule 
that three eating together were bound to give 
thanks was observed. The disciples turned reve
rently to Him who by His knowledge and exposition 
of the Scriptures had convinced them on the truth 
of the Suffering Messiah. So He took the loaf, 
and, having blessed it, brake and gave it to them. 

In the act,--perhaps by the marks of the nails 
in His hands, or from the manner of His taking the 
bread, or from t h e words He used,--their eyes were 
opened, and they knew Him. Perhaps they recognized 
certain actions and words which were peculiar to 
the Master when He fed the multitudes or when He 
ate with His friends and disciples. He did no more 
than they had seen Him do at other ordinary meals; 
but He did it in His own way. In the moment that 
they knew Him, He vanished our of their sight. 
(Gault , pg. 7 3 ) 
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--vs. 32 (KJV) "And they said one to another, Did not 
our heart burn within us, while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened to us the scrip
tures?" 

--NOTE: Their hearts burned within them because He 
had spoken to them through His Word and through His 
Presence. 

--Bridge: The Living Lord: 
(1) Walks With Us 
(2) Cares For Us 
(3) Speaks To Us, and 

IV. INSPIRES US 
--Luke 24:33-35 (KJV) vs. 33 "And they rose up the same 

hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven 
gathered together, and them that were with them," 

--vs. 34 "Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath 
appeared to Simon." 

--vs. 35 "And they told what things were done in the way, 
and how he was known of them in breaking of bread." 

--NOTE: Those who know that the Lord is risen are 
inspired by the Living Lord to be witnesses of His 
Resurrection. 

The two were weary. They had had a day's journey. 
They were hungry. They had just sat down to the 
supper-table. The meal was scarcely begun. Night had 
fallen; the darkness was on them. But they looked at 
one another, and said, "This is a day of good tidings; 
we cannot hold our peace. Let us go back to 
Jerusalem," and at onc e they sprang to their feet, and 
set their faces to the road. The men that have known 
the Living Lord become His witnesses and you and I 
ought to do the same! (Maclaren & Swete, pg. 38) 

The Christian message is never fully ours until we 
have shared it with someone else. (Barclay, pg. 310) 

--vs. 34 (KJV) "Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and 
hath appeared to Simon." 

--NOTE: There was no sadder man in Jerusalem. In common 
with his brethren, he had lost the Master; even His 
dead body had now been taken from them. But Peter had 
also a private grief, and one of his own making. The 
bitter weeping which followed the denial had left his 
heart sore and angry with itself. 

Perhaps he retraced his steps to the tomb in the 
hope of gaining further light; perhaps he sought 
comfort in the memories awakened by Gethsemane, the 
Mount of Olives, the village of Bethany. On the way 
the Lord appeared to him, as He had appeared to Mary 
when she turned from the empty tomb. 

'He appeared to Cephas' was thenceforth a 
prominent feature in the Gospel which St. Paul 
delivered to the Gentile churches (I Cor. 15:3ff). Yet 
nothing more than the bare fact has reached us, and 
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what passed between the Lord and His disciple it would 
be worse than idle to conjecture. 

The words spoken by the Lord on this occasion were 
probably not divulged by St Peter; he kept them locked 
up in his own mind as a sacred treasure. 

"Although it was Mary who for her greater loyalty 
was counted worthy to see the risen Lord first, it was 
not Mary's report, that let in the first ray of hope 
upon the disciples, but Simon Peter's. Later in the 
day the Eleven and their company were found radiant 
with the conviction that the Lord had risen indeed, 
since he had appeared to Simon. The Apostle who had 
risen from his fall was the first to bring the Gospel 
of the Resurrection home to the hearts of his fellows." 
(Gault, pgs. 77-79) 

Surely it is a lovely thing that Jesus should make 
one of His first appearances to the man who had denied 
Him. It is the glory of Jesus that He can give the 
penitent sinner back h is self-respect. (Barclay, pg. 
310) 

CON: Once on a highway long ago hearts were made to 
bur n within as the Living Lord opened the Scriptures. 
They are never really opened until we know Him. That 
same presence is with us today. (Elson, pg. 85) 

But He does not abide with us uninvited. He came 
to these two unasked, because their questionings drew 
Him. He will not abide with them uninvited for their 
not asking would show that they do not care to have 
Him. And if you and I wish to have His presence 
continuous with us, we must invite Him to "abide with 
us" by the opening of our hearts to His entrance. 
(Maclaren & Swete, pgs. 35-36) 

The Living Lord ' s promise still stands, 
"Behold I stand at the door and knock; if any man 

hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him ... " (Rev. 3 : 2 O) • 
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