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Brian's Lines 

WHfN wE ENCOUNTER WITH THE RISEN CHRIST 
Luke 24:13-34- (~ ).'-t,' IJ-l8~.J7: - 3l/-

(A sermon for Easter Sunday) 

m nca is caught up in O.J. Mania. 
It is on every television channel. It is in 
every magazine. It is dealt with in the 
newspaper every day. With intensity, 
disappointment, dismay, anger, doubt and a 
number of other emotions, groups of people 
debate back and forth not only about what 
actually happened but also about how the 
event is being played out in court. I is the 

o test wptc in o y. If you have been 
a part of these heated, animated dialogues 
this week, you can understand the 
emotional tone of our text this morning. 

iVCrse 1~ says about these two 
disciples on their way to Emmaus, " ne-y 
were conversing with each other about all 
these things which had taken lace." Verse 
15 adds that they were "conversing and 
· scussing." ere' s ffie picture. With 

excitement and intensity and disappointment 
and uncertainty they were debating back 
and forth about what had happened to Jesus 
and why. '/The death of Jesus was the 
ottest topic in town. 

That's why, when a stranger 
approached two disciples walking along the 
road to Emmaus and asked them what they 
were talking about, they responded with 
surprise: "Where have you been? Don't 

you watch television? Don't you read the 
newspaper? Are you the only one in 
Jerusalem who doesn't know what is going 
on?" 

'ifhe emotional tone of the encounter 
in our text was similar to wha w_e h:ave 
been feeling these last fe months While 
all this heated discussion was going on, 
Luke says: "Jesus Himself aP-proached, and 
began traveling with them." 

fiat is what Easter is all abou . e 
keyno of the Easter message is not that 
the tomb is emp~. The keynote of the 
Easter message is not that Jesus made 
ap arances to the first century disciples. 
The keynote of the Easter message is that 
Jesus Christ is alive today and that every 
one of us, here and now, can have an 
encounter with Him. As we walk along the 
pathway of life, Jesus will begin traveling 
with us. 

rfhis encounter with the risen Christ 
should go through three stages. 

We Get to Know Him 

The first stage in our encounter with 
the risen Christ is to get to know Him. 



WHEN WE ENCOUNTER THE RISEN LORD 
1, We Get To Know Him 
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iin verses 30-31, Luke says · esus 
'reclined at lhe table with the disciples, 
took the bread and blessed it, and breaking 
it, He began giving it to them. And their 
eyes were opened and they recognized 
Him." 

That is an intriguing thought. Wliy 
ffid the disciples not recognize Jesus up to 
this point? 

ome offer a physical explanatio . 
As the disciples walked along the road to 
Emmaus, they were walking toward the sun 
and the brilliance of the sun, reflecting on 
the barren land, blinded their eyes to the 
identity of this stranger. 

.Others opt for a psychological 
explanatio . What we see very often is 
determined by what we expect to see. At 
this point, the disciples were dejected and 
depressed about Jesus' death. They didn' t 
expect to see Jesus alive, so they didn 't 
recognize Him even as He walked beside 
them. 

ome suggest a spiritual explanation. 
Jesus' resurrection body was different in 
some way from His physical body. He was 
no longer limited by spatial and temporal 
constraints. Perhaps, that's why the 
disciples didn't recognize Him. 

n contrast to that conjecture is the 
simple fact that when they saw Jesus bles 
and break the bread they did recognize 

· , for you see, that's the way Jesus was 
known in the community of the 
resurrection. They knew Him as the cent r 
of their fellowship. They knew Him as 
their friend. 

e seem to Have great difficulty 
t y grasping that concept. We try to tie 
up the Christian life in spiritual rituals to 
follow or in mor rules to obey. However, 
according to the New Testament the 
Christian life is not just a tter of 
following tual or obeying rule The 

hristian life is a matter of developing a 
relationship ith Jesus Christ. 
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e heart of the Christian life is tlie 
unparalleled privilege to get to know e 
Risen Christ as a friend: 

Jesus expressed it this way to His 
disciples on their last night together before 
the cross, "No longer do I call you slaves, 
for e slave does not know what his 
master is doing; but I have called you 
friends' John 15: 15). 

That is a remarkable revelation. ·- --How can we develop ffiis friendship with 
Jesus? We develop this friendship with the 
Risen Christ in the very same way we 
develop friendships with other men and 
women . 

Relational experts suggest several 
key ingredients in building friendships. 

* GENUINENESS: friendships 
develop between people who are transparent 
to and honest with each other. 

* 1TIME: friendships develop 
between people who spend time with each 
other. 

* COMMUNICATION: friendships 
develop between people who share their 
thoughts and dreams and hurts and feelings 
with each ,2_ther. 

* WYALT.Y: friendships develop 
between people who stand by each other, 
regardless. 

"""--e~se~ s=a=me ingredients will enable 
us to develop a friendship with Jesus. By 
oeing lionest with Him and ~-nding time 
with Him and conversing itli Him and 
being loyal to Him, we can develop our 
friendship with Him. We can really come 
to know Him. 

flie marvelous message of Easter is 
,that eac one of us can not only know 
_ __ t ~the Risen Cfilist: we can actually 
know Him. 
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~- We Get Excited About Him 

l'fhe second stage of our relationship 
the Risen Christ is to get excited 

aoout IDm. 
verse 32, Luke explained the 

emotional impact Jesus made on these first 
disciples. Luke wrote, ' Mtl they said to 
one another, 'Were not our hearts burning 
witfiin us while He was speaking to us on 
the road, while He was explaining the 
Scriptures to us?'" 

ne Greek word fot ' um" means 
•·-to~ s-et=fire to." The emphasis of the word 
is not so much on the act of lighting as on 
keeping a thing burning. We convey the 
idea of this word by saying someone is 
really fired up! 

Wnat fire<i up these first disciples'! 
What stirred their emotions? Look at ~ersc 
~2. TI1eir heart burned within them when 
they spe_n time with Jesus and when Jesus 
taught them about the Scrigtures,, These 
first disciples were fired up about their 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

rwe seem · to have great difficulty 
toaay going that far in our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. We claim to be Christians and 
we want to have a relationship with Him. 
However, we want to have a sophisticated, 
controlled relationship that avoids any hint 
of excess. We are scared to death that we 
will become so excited about our faith that 
someone will label us fanatics, that we will 
become so caught up in our relationship 
with Christ that we will go off the deep 
end. iln many cases, we have so 
sophisticated and controlled our faith that 

e fire is gone, and we end up with a 
domesticated faith which appears to be real 
on the outside bul our hearts no longer 
burn on the inside. 

We don't seem to be afraid of 
enthusiasm in other areas of life. In fact, 
we encourage it. 
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:At ball games we scream and shout 
our support or disappointment. At the 
movies we cry openly or laugh out loud. 
We get excited about wliat is happening in 
Washington and what is happening at our 
cthildren's school, We need to have that 
same passion, that same level of 
excitement, about our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

e message of Ea' r is that we 
can not only know the Risen Christ We 
can actually have a deep intimate 
relationship witli Him. That's something to 
get fired up about. 

3 We Tell Others About Him 

There is a third stage in 
relationshi with the Risen Christ re 
in our te . We get to know 
ge fired up about Him. As a-=re=s=u·· .... ,-.<. .r=-. 

others about Him. 
verse ~3. uke wrote, "Arul th-e 

arose that very hour and returned to 
Jerusalem . . . And they began to relate 
their experiences on the road." 

The good news about Jesus Christ 
· s too good to keep. It fias to be shared. 
After getting to know Jesus, these first 
disciples wanted to tell others about who 
He was and what He had done in their 
lives. 

It is only with great difficulty that 
we move to this third level. We enjoy our 
relationship with Jesus but at the same time 
are hesitant to tell others about Him. We 
get fired up about this relationship. Yet, we 
seldom talk about this relationship to 
others. 

We think of the good news of Jesus 
Christ as something to come to the church 
and hear. According to the New Testament, 
the good news was something to go from 
the church and tell. 
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s Jesus expressed it in His final 
appearance to His disciples before 
ascending to be with the Father: ":You shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 

e liave a life-giving, hope
pro\'iw.ng, peace-producing message to 
share with the world. e natural follow
through of our friends p with Jesus Christ 
is a des ire--:no, a passion--to introduce Him 
to others. Why? We know that when we 
introduce others to Jesus, and He becomes 
their best friend, too, He can and will 
change their lives, just as He has changed 
our lives. 

:A1an allcer is an Australian 
Methodist ho has served as director of 
evangelism for the World Methodist 
Council and who has shared the gospel in 
almost every country in the world. Alan 
Walker's forebearers were convicts who 
were given their freedom if they would 
move to Australia. Out of a sexual 
encounter between two of these convicts, a 
son was born named Jofin Walker. In 810, 
when John was 26 years old, a friend told 
him about Jesus, and John was converted. 
Christ set him free from the grip of 
alcohol, and he began to preach Christianity 
as a life-changing power. 

Alan Walker reportS', "I am the 
thirteenth . . . minister who has come from 
the conversion of John Walker. Our two 
sons are also ministers. Therefore, fifteen 
ministers of the gospel have come from the 
conversion of one illegitimate son of two 
convicts." 

Wn-en- Je-sus becomes a person ' s best 
friend, He can and will change that 
person's life. illiat' wily it is o privilege 
and responsibility to introduce people to 
Him. 
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:me response of some to this 
challenge to witness is to protest, "I don't 0 __ _ 
know enough to tell other people about ~ 
:Jesus." We are not hesitant to express our '' 1 

opinions about other subjects about which 
we do not have complete information. We 
freely express our opinions about politics, 
about baslcet6ill, about events happening in 
distant of our world. Why are we so 
hesitant to express our opinions about 
Jesus? 

We are not fies1tant to introduce 
people to our otfier ffiencls. Why are we so/ 
hesitant to introduce people to our fri;9d CARI$", , 
Jesus? _ 1/ 

Contlusiop 

Perhaps the part of 
the incident c uld re easily overlooked. 
Look at verses 28 and 29-. llik:e said, " n<i 
they approacfied tlie village where they 
were going, and He acted as tliough He 
would go farther. @a they urged Him, 
saying, Stay with us, for it is getting 
toward evening, and the day is now nearly 
over.' ~nd He went in to stay with them." 

!f6e Risco Christ will not crash the 
party. He will not go where He is not 
wanted. He will not stop when He is not 
invited. The Risen Christ has been set loose 
in our world. ~ s He ilia for the tw 
strangers on cir waJ o Emmaus, He 
comes up s1<le us, joins our group, and 
becomes involved in our conversation. As 
He walks along with us, He provides the 
chance, the opportunity, for an encounter 
with Him, ut only if we ask Him, onlJ · 
we in_vite Him to come into our lives. 
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