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SUGGESTED PREACHING PROGRAM FOR THE MONTH OF 
APRIL 

Sunday Mornings 
Conclude the series based upon 

"The Seven Words From the Cross" 
and then begin a series of three 
messages on "Responding to the L iv
ing Christ." 

Sunday Evenings 
Continue the series on "The Ser-

mon on the Mount." 

Wednesday Evenings 
Continue with the theme, "The 

Commandments of Jesus Christ," em
phasizing the necessity of loving 
obedience if we would prove our 
love and if we would live the life 
abundant. 

SUNDAY MORNING, APRIL 4 (Palm Sunday) 

TITLE: "The Word of Com- Introduction . "Hosanna, Blesseu is 
mittal" he that cometh in the name of the 

TEXT: "And when Jesus had 
cried with a loud voice, he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit: and having said thus, 
he gave up the ghost" (Luke 23: 
46). 

Lord" (Mark 11:9) . This was the 
shout of the crowd on Palm Sunday 
as Jesus entered the city of Jerusa
lem. They threw palm branches be
fore Him and acclaimed Him King. 
The problem, however, was that they 

SCRIPTURE 
23 :46-49. 

were not receiving Christ as their 
READING: Luke eternal King, but rather as a "king 

HYMNS: "At Calvary," Newell. 
"The Way of the Cross Leads 
Home," Pounds. "Beneath The 
Cross of Jesus," Clephane. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 

Holy and loving Father, Thou hast 
given to us the rich treasures of 
Thy grace. We would thank Thee 
for every blessing that has come to 
us in the past. We praise Thee for 
Thy blessings upon us in the pres
ent. Today we would recognize 
and express our gratitude for the 
blessings which Thou hast in store 
for us in the future . In our tithes 
and offering we bring the fruit of 
our labors as proof of our grati
tude and love. Accept these tithes 
and offerings as symbols of our 
desire to give ourselves complete
ly unto Thee, in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

for a day." Only five days later some 
of these same people were shouting, 
"Crucify him! Crucify him!" 

Now their evil desires have been 
granted, and Christ is upon the cross. 
For six hours He has hung there, 
suspended between heaven and hell. 
He has completed the work the Fa
ther sent Him to do. Atonement has 
been made for sin. Man and God are 
now reconciled. Jesus had said in 
the Upper Room, "I have glorified 
thee on the earth; I have finished 
the work which thou gavest me to 
do. I have manifested thy name 
unto the men which thou gavest me 
out of the world. I have given unto 
them the words which thou gavest 
me. And now come I to thee" 
(John 17 :4, 6, 8, 13). Now that 
"it is finished" He is ready to return 
to the Father. And so He speaks r r 
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Sunday Morning, April 4 

the last time, "Father, into thy hands 
I commend my spirit." 

These last words of the Christ 
are filled with significance. Let us 
look at them carefully and allow 
them to speak to our hearts. No
tice: 

I. The Prayer He Offered. 

A. These are the words of 
prayer. This is characteristic of our 
Saviour. He had begun His ministry 
in prayer, continued it in prayer 
and now finishes it with prayer. In 
every crisis hour durin is li fe He 
turned to prayer for His strength 
md support. 

He had taught His disciples to 
,ray - exhorted them to pray. He 
1ad taught them that prayer was 
he antidote to temptation (Mark 14: 
:8), the means of overcoming dis
:ouragement (Luke 18: 1) , the way 
:> receive God's abundance (Mark 
1: 24), the method of overcoming 
ate ( Matt. ·5: 44). Now in the hour 
f suffering and separation He is 
mply practicing what He had 
mght His disciples to do. He is 
raying! 

B. These words are a quotation 
om Scripture. He turns in His mind 
, the thirty-first Psalm and draws 
,rth the passage that was then be
g fulfilled. Again this was like the 
1rist. When He was in the wilder
·ss being tempted of Satan, He 
mbated each temptation by quot
g the Scripture, saying: "It is writ-
1." When He inaugurated His 
blic ministry in Nazareth, it was 

quoting the Scriptures. When 
s enemies sought to ensnare Him, 
s answer again and again was: 
lave you not read?" referring to 
: Scripture. We would do well to 
llow His exampie, by becoming 

so saturated in a knowledge of God's 
Word that when the exigencies of 
life come, we are steeled against the 
assaults of Satan by the power of the 
Word. "Thy word have I hid in my 
heart." 

C. These words are a contrast 
with His life. During all of His min
istry, Christ had been in the hands 
of men. He came to His own, and 
His own did not receive Him. His 
own family had foretold this, how
ever. In the Garden of Gethsem
ane, as the disciples lay sleeping, 
Jesus snid, "The Son of man is be
trayed into the hands of sinners" 
(Matt. 26:45). Now for the past 
twelve hours He has been in the 
hands of men. They have scourged 
Him, slapped Him, beaten Him, 
plucked His beard. They have spat 
upon Him and reviled Him. Three 
hours on the cross He suffered sep
aration from God. Now it is over. 
"Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit." What a contrast - from the 
hands of men to the hands of God, 
from the hands of Satan to the hands 
of the Father. Never again will they 
laugh at Him, jeer Him, strip Him 
- for now He is in the hands of 
God. 

Now He is at the right hand of 
the Father awaiting the time when 
this shall all be changed - the time 
when He shall come again and all 
the world be in His hands. Now 
they had dared to judge the Christ; 
then He shall judge them. Once 
they cried, "Away with him." Then 
He shall say, "Depart from me." 
Once He was in their hands; then 
they shall be in His. 

D. These are words of faith and 
trust. Every Jewish mother instruct
ed her child to say this nightly 
prayer, "Into Thy hands I commend 
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Sunday Morning, April 4 

my spirit, for Thou hast redeemed 
me, 0 Lord, Thou God of truth." 
How many times Mary, His mother, 
must have put His little hands to
gether and taught Jesus to say these 
words. Now with His hands held 
wide apart to all the world , He 
prays, "Into thy hands I commend 
my spirit." It is the same faith now 
that was shown as a child. 

"Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit." The word "commend" liter
ally means "to deposit," "to entrust 
to the care of." Here the Son is 
entrusting His spirit into the hands 
of the Father for safekeeping. He 
knew it was secure here. It is the 
idea Paul expresses, "I know whom 
I have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him . . ." 
(II Tim. 1:12) . 

Now He is in the hands of the 
Father, exactly where Jesus told all 
believers they were. "And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of my hand. 
My Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand" (John 10:28, 29) . What a 
concept of security! 

II. The Peace He Experienced. 
When He had prayed, Jesus bowed 
His head and serenely "yielded up 
his spirit." What a picture of peace 
and tranquility for a dying man! 
It was a peace based on: 

A. Communion with the Father. 
Only a short time before, Jesus had 
cried out of the darkness, "My God, 
My God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" The Father had turned His 
back on the Son as He became a sin 
offering for the world. Now the 
Son looks into the face of the Father 

and says, "I'm coming home. The 
work is fini shed." It is no longer "My 
God"; it is "Father." He is back in 
fellowship with His Father. 

8 . Certainty of the Father. 

1. "Into thy hands," says Jesus. 
There is no doubt of the Father's 
loving care and concern. There is 
no question of the Father's ability 
to receive and keep this spirit. 

In the hands of God! In the hands 
of a loving Father! This means not 
only security but also providential 
care. Whatever the experiences of 
life, God is watching over His own 
and is active in the affairs of their 
life . Paul explai ns it in Romans 8: 
28, "We know that all things work 
together for good [God is at work 
in all things for good] to them that 
love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose." 

Can one call this cross "good"? 
No, not in itself, but God is at work 
in it and transforms it from the ugly 
instrument of execution into a glo
rious instrument of redemption. So 
He can transform our worst into His 
glorious best. 

2. In this cry of certainty we 
come to understand His attitude to
ward death. To our Christ, it was 
a crisis, but not a catastrophe. It 
was not a horrible ending, but a glo
rious beginning. It was not an ig
nominious defeat, but a marvelous 
victory. 

Jesus was here experiencing what 
every one of us must experience. 
Heb. 9: 27 says, "It is appointed un
to man once to die." We have an 
appointment with death. There is a 
legend that Philip of Macedon kept a 
particular slave whose sole duty it 
was to awaken his master each 
morning with the solemn warning. 
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Sunday Morning, April 4 

"Remember Philip, that thou must 
die!" This slave is everyman's com
panion. 

How then shall we face this hour? 
How shall we view it? Walter Savage 
Landor wrote concerning death: 

I strove with none, for none was 
worth my strife. 

Nature I loved, and after nature, 
art; 

I warmed both hands before the 
fire of life; 

It sinks, and I am ready to de
part. 

To him death was the dying of 
the fire and the exit into the cold. 
Contrast this with words of Dwight 
L. Moody toward the end of his 
life. "One day you shall read in the 
newspaper that Dwight L. Moody is 
dead. Don't you believe it! I shall 
be more alive than I have ever been." 

This was Christ's view of death. 
He had told His disciples, "In my 
Father's house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also" 
(John 14:2, 3). Jesus was saying 
that death is simply going into an
other room of the Father's house. It 
was going into the Father's presence 
and going alive and complete. He 
spoke of God as "the God of the 
living." Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
were not mere handfuls of dust. 
They were living personages in the 
hands of God. 

C. Completeness for the Father. 

1. He had completed the Father's 
will for Him. It was only after He 
could cry, "It is finished," that He 
was ready to go to the Father. His 

life was not one of tragic incom
pleteness. He was not struck down 
by evil men in the prime of life. 
He deliberately surrendered His life. 
He was acting freely and voluntar
ily. There was no compulsion but 
that of love. He had said, "No 
man taketh it [my life] from me, 
but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down" (John 10: 
18). Augustine said, "He died be
cause He willed it, when He willed 
it, and as He willed it." He had 
completed the Father's purpose so He 
could "yield his , pi it" into His 
hands. 

2. What a peace this indicates! 
What a contrast with us! So much 
of our life is characterized by in
completeness. We think of Schu
bert's Unfinished Symphony, of da 
Vinci's Mona Lisa, of Coleridge's 
Kub/a Khan, of Raphael's Transfig
uration. We hear Joshua at death, 

· "There remaineth yet much land to 
be possessed" - unfinished. But not 
our Christ - His work was com
pleted. Oh, to be able to say with 
Paul, "I am now ready to be offered, 
and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith" (II Tim. 4:6, 7). 
This gives peace. 

III. The Pattern He Set. Simon Pe
ter said that Christ was "leaving us 
an example, that ye should follow 
his steps" (I Pet. 2:21). All of His 
life Jesus had been an example for 
us as Christians. Now in His hour 
of death He is also an example. He 
set a pattern for us in His words, 
"Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit." 

A. It was a pattern for death. 
These words are a challenge for us 
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to come to the conclusion of our 
lives saying, "Into Thy hands." Oth
ers have! Augustine did! Polycarp 
did! Jerome did! Luther did! So 
did John Huss! The priests jeered 
as he was led to be executed for 
heresy. They had placed a dunce 
cap on his head with figures of the 
devil on it, and in their hearts they 
were consigning his soul to Satan. 
But Huss knew differently and kept 
repeating, "Father, into Thy hands I 
commend my spirit." 

James Stewart tells of a little girl 
who looked into the face of her wid
owed father every night and said, 
"Good nigh , father. I'll see you in 
the motning.0 She became ill and 
gradually grew weaker, to the point 
of death. Just before her death, she 
whispered, "Good night, father. I'll 
see you in the morning." 

When we can say this, there is 
nothing to fear in death . We can 
say with David, "Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me" (Ps. 23: 4). As Clem
ent of Alexandria has said, "Christ 
turns all our sunsets into dawns." 

B. It was a pattern for life. If 
Jesus had not lived each moment of 
His life to do His Father's will, if 
each day He had not been conscious 
of being in the Father's hands, He 
could (or would) not have com
mitted Himself into the Father's 
hands at death. So with us. Our 
death shall be like our life. If we 
have rebelled in life, we shall rebel 
in death. If we have denied in life, 
we shall deny in death. If we have 
submitted in life, we shall submit in 
death. If we have walked with God 
in life, we shall walk with Him in 
death. 

There is a word of warning here 
to the unsaved. For the unbeliever 
who cannot say, "Into thy hands I 
commit my spirit," must look for
ward to the realization that "it is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands 

· of the living God" (Heb. 10:31) . 

C. There is a pattern of ser
vice. As Christ committed His spir
it to God, He was also committing 
His work to us. He gave His spirit 
to the Father, but He gave His Gos
pel to us (I Cor. 9: 17). He goes to 
the Father, but we must go to the 
world (II Cor. 5:19). 

Conclusion. This is the end of the 
greatest life ever lived here on earth. 
The crucifixion is drawing to a fin
ish. What was the effect on those 
who stood by? The answer is seen 
in verses 47-49. 

1. The centurion saw it all and 
was deeply moved. He confessed the 
Christ as the Son of God and as 
his Saviour (verse 47). This is what 
all ought to do. 

2. The crowd "came together to 
that sight, beholding the things which 
were done, smote their breasts, and 
returned" ( verse 48). They were 
unmoved and unchanged by it all. 
They continued to see but contin
ued to sin. They looked but were 
lost. They returned to their old 
way of life. This is what all too 
many do. 

3. The disciples had been stand
ing afar off, but now they stand be
holding (verse 49). They later un
derstood the meaning and signifi
cance of it all. Then they went 
throughout all the world telling the 
good news. This is what we must 
do. 
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