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THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR' S CONFIDENT FAITH 

TEXT : uAnd when J esus had cried with a loud voice, he said , 
Father , into t hy hands I commend my spirit : and having said 
t hus, he gave up t he ghos t 11 ( Luke 2 3: 46). 

INTRODUCTION: In Kentucky there lived a man who was a 
devoted Christian. He loved his fellow man and was faithful 
to t he church . He knew how to pray and did not often neglect 
that wonderful privilege. His life clean and above reproach, 
he was an excellent neighbor. A hard worker , he enjoyed a 
good degree of material success . He was blessed with a 
devoted and loving wife. 

This man had only one cause for \IDhappiness. God had 
blessed t heir home with a fine little boy . The son did not 
immediately follow in the s teps of his daddy . Instead he 
oecame s omewhat of a delinquent. At the earliest possible 
moment he j oined t he army with t he purpose of s ee ing the 
world and havi ng a good time . He did not deny himse;I.f any 
of the good t i mes and pleasures which a sinful world had 
t o offer. 

Back at home the father and mother cont i nued to s erve 
the Lord and pray for t he salvation of the prodigal son . 

Years went by and finally the father became i ll. In
s tead of improving, t he father conti nued to grow s icker and 
weaker. The son was called home on an emer gency l eave . He 
sought to do all that he could to comfort t he father. Finally, 
one day, after failing to bring t he s on to a personal 
s urrender to J es us Christ as Lord and Saviour t he f ather sai d , 

1Son , I have tried to show you how a Chr ist i an ought to live 
and serve God and Love his fellow man. I guess that I have 
failed . There isn ' t much left t hat I can do except one thing. 
Son , I am now going to show you how a Christian can die . u 

The days passed by swiftly with t he father experienci ng 
great pain. He endured his suffering with patience and 
courage and wit h a calm , unwavering fai t h in t he goodness of 
God 's love and mercy . Finally he departed , f ait hful to t he 
end . 

He taught his s on that 
he mus t live as a Christian. 
son ' s heart to Christ. -

if one is t o die as a Chr ist ian 
This testimony finally won t he 

The words of dying men are often ver y s i gnificant. We 
can listen with great profit to men who s tand on t he edge of 
time facing eternity . It is then that things of t rue worth 
are r ecognized at t heir f ace value . 

We have been listening to t he last words of Jesus . 
Jesus was heaven ' s di vine Redeemer who came to save a sinful 
race from t he results of evil and rebellion a gainst God. 



He was heaven's infallible inerrant Teacher who came 
speaking truth concerning the great issues of life and 
eternity. 

We have tarried in the presence of His cross -- his 
death bed -- and we have listened with keen interest to 
the significant words which fell from His lips as He suffered 
in our stead. 

We have heard Him speak to the Father on behalf of Hi$ 
crucifiers. 

We have heard Him make a promise to a thief. 
We have heard Him speak to John and make provision for 

his Mother. 
We have heard Him utter a cry of awful loneliness. 
We have heard Him make a plea to the spectators because 

of thirst. 
We have heard His shout of trimphant victory -- a shout 

that was of significant interest to heaven, earth and hell. 
Now we listen to His statement of confident faith -

. after which He dismisses His spirit into the hands of God. 

I. THE FINAL WORD OF THE DYING SAVIOUR WAS A PRAYER TO THE 
FATHER. 
A. There are times when prayer is particularly apQropria; 
B. To Jes us praxer had been the language of life. 
C. A death bed without God and prayer is an awful sight. 
D. Prayer to the Father is a precious privilege. 

II. THE LAST WORD OF TEE DYING SAVIOUR WAS A QUOTATION FROr 
SCRIPTURE. 
A. David's words before Him were the last that He utterec 

" Into thine hand I corranit my spirit " (Psalm 31:5). 
Stephen quoted Jesus ' words after Him , "Receive my 
spirit " (Acts 7:59). 

B. Jesus had been taught the scriptures as a lad. He 
had studied them diligently. 

C. His mind was filled with the content of the Word and 
His languag_e was saturated with the divine truth. 
1. He used the Word to defeat the enemy in the 

wilderness temptation: ''Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against thee 11 

( Psalm 119: 11). 
2. His knowledge of the Word sustained Him in His tin 

of need on the cross. 

III. IT WAS ABOUT HIS SPIRIT THAT THE DYING SAVIOUR PRAYED. 
A. His enemies had been. permitted to have control over 

His body, but His spirit was still free. 
B. The spirit is the finest, highest, most sacred art 

of our being. It is distinguished in the Bible as 



the highest and most lofty part of the inner man. 
It is the spirit which the evil one seeks to corrupt. 

C. He places His spirit in the hands of God. There it is 
safe. He dismissed His spirit. He laid down His 
life. 

IV. THE LAST WORD OF THE SUFFERING SAVIOUR REVEALED HIS ATTI
TUDE TOWARD DEATH. 
A. He was comnending His spirit to God that He might 

find it again • 
B. He was making a de~osit in a safe place. Paul did 

the same thing and could say, " I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him against that 
day " ( II Timothy 1: 12). 

C. Job had asked the question, "If a man die, shall he 
live again? " (Job 14:14). To this painful inguiry 
Jesus has a word, "Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection , and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whoso
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die n 

(John 11:25-26). 
D. Death is not a conqueror. It has been vanquished by 

the resurrection. 
E. Our departure is not a calamity, but an entrance into 

the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. 

CONCLUSION: 

1We can see only a little. . . 1 

11There is no death, the stars go down . • • 1 
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