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WHEN JESUS PRAYED FOR PARDON 
Luke 23:26-34 

(Third in a series of three sermons on the Prayers of Jesus) 

As we look at the events which 
occurred on Golgatha the day Jesus died, 
we could focus on many aspects -- the 

· of the crowd, the loadn of 
C_.l'C igious leaders, the c coldne_ss 

0f the Roman soldiets, the cowaroice of the 
disciples, the n 1 h,anr,m .. na whicb 
marked the awesomeness of the day. 

But I want us instead to fix our 
eyes upon Jesus Christ Himself. See Him 
as He stumbles on t e patfi up to Golgotha. 
See Him as He is laid across the beams 
and fastened to the wood with spikes. See 
Him as the cross is dropped into the open 
hole, and His esh tears when the spikes 
bear the full weight of His body. Then, 
move over close to Him, right at the foot 
of the cross, and hear Him say, "f'ather, 

Like.U:3 orgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing." 

This first word from the cross, the 
first of seven words recorded in the 
Gospels spoken by the Lord during those 
final awful hours, is a prayer. In this third 
sermon in a series of three on the Master's 
School of Prayer, et's look: at this pra)'.e 
and see what w can learn when Jesus 
praY.ed for pardon. 

The Context 

Notice, first of all, the context of 
the prayer. Jesus was not at ch when 
this prayer was uttered. He was not 
'UM~~-.... by companions in the faith. He 

-.illil..,.. ...... from the hard knocks of 
life. He was ~_... ... IA!l!fll1o1&:· rA. a point w:;,;e:=--_ 
Jesus could do nothing else, He prayed! o 
longer coula His hanffi m1mster to the stck 
for they were nailed to the ems N 
longer could His feet n errands of mere~, 
for they were removed from the ground. 

CJ) No longer could He i · s disciples 
for they had forsaken Him a longer 
could He teach the multitudes, for the 
sound of His voice was lost in the roar of 
the crowd. at then could e do? e 
c--ould pray When you can do nothing else, 
you can pray. How we need to remember 
that. 

At times, the circumstance of our 
lives are similar to those of Jesus. 
Everything seems to be against us. The 
effectiveness of our service is limited by 
our conditions. The effect of our words fall 
on deaf ears. Our atJt.mpts to helg e 
rejected. What can we do at those 
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moments? We can pray. 
Or, maybe, with the passing of years 

we are no longer able to do the things we 
once did. In earlier days we taught a class 
or sang in the choir or visited regularly or 
lead out in positions of responsibility. But 
now, old age or sickness has laid those 
aside. What can we do at that point in our 
life? We can pray. 

When Jesus came to that point in 
His life when He could do nothing else, He 
prayed. And so can we. 

The Concern 

Notice this second fact -- the 
concern of His prayer. In the crisis times 
of our life, how do we pray? When all the 
world is pitted against us, and we are 
knocked to our knees, what do we say? 

~ Our normal prayer in such a situation is, 
~ 1t1t "F ther, help me!" But notice Jesus' prayer. 
:>;sf-11.~::From the cross, He did not say, "Father, 

help Me." Instead, He said, "Father, forgive 
them." His first thought was not of the hurt 
being done to Him but of the hurt His 
crucifiers were doing to themselves. From 
the cross, Jesus prayed not for Himself but 
for others. 

A little girl whose father had 
mistreated her became ill, and the doctors 
discovered it was terminal. When her pastor 
visited her, she told him she wanted to die. 
When he asked why, she replied, "Well, if 
I die you would conduct the funeral, 
wouldn't you?" "Yes," the pastor said to 
the young girl, "you know I will." The girl 
continued, "Then you would get a chance 
to preach to my daddy and tell him about 
Jesus, and I'd die six times if he could 
hear that story." 

we can pray, "Lord, forgive 
them" instead of "Lord, help me," when we 
come to the level of concern in our life 
that our thoughts are not on us but on 
others, e we have made a tremendous 
advance in our life o _Qra er. 
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The Constancy 

Notice, thirdly, the constancy of the 
prayer. The King James Version translates 
this verse to say, ''Then said Jesus, 'Father, 
forgive them.'" However, the word "said" 
is in the imperfect tense in the Greek, 
which indicates continuous action in the 
past. Thus, the New American Standard is 
closer to the meaning of this statement with 
the translation, "But Jesus was saying, 
'Father, forgive them'." Even more exact is 
the translation, "Then Jesus kept saying, 
'Father, forgive them."' 

Here is the picture. Arri · at the 
place of the skull, Jesus looked about and 
prayed, "Father, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do." ted 
the cross, He prayed, "Father, forgive them; 
for they know not what they do. " As the 

owd cursed and reviled, He prayed, 
"Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do." As the soldiers ar.ted His 
garments and gambled for the seamless 
robe, He prayed, "Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do." How many 
times that prayer echoed through the halls 
of heaven that day, no one knows. 

\Vhen we so often pray for our 
heart's desire one time, and then give up, 
how we need to be instructed by the fact 
that Jesus kept on praying, ·~ather, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." 
How we need to learn from the constancy 
of this prayer. 

The Content 

Go with me a step further and 
notice the content of the prayer. What did 
Jesus say from the cross? He said, "Father, 
forgive them." That Jesus r is not 
really so unusual, for His life was 
permeated with the practice of prayer. That 
Jesus r _ e ncern for others instead 
of being concerned with Himself is not so 
unusual, for love was the primary 
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characteristic of His life. That Jesus 
rsi in His prayer is not so unusual 

either, for He had in everything 
He did. But to alize that Jesus had been 
nailed to the cross, rejected by His own 
people, forsaken by the disciples, mistreated 
by the religious leaders, and ridiculed by 
the insensitive crowd, and then after all of 
that would pray, "Father, forgive them" --
that's the i · part of this story. 

What did Jesus mean when He 
prayed from the cross, "Father, forgive 
them"? 

For one thing, Jesus was praying 
that the Father would permit the crucifixion 
to continue. The word translated "forgive" 
is used in other places in the New 
Testament with the meaning "to permit or 
to allow." For instance, in Luke 18:16, 
Jesus said, "Permit the children to come to 
Me, and do not hinder them." The word 
"permit" there is the same word as 
"forgive" in our text. 

Jesus had claimed in Matthew 26:53 
that He could call twelve legions of angels 
if He wanted to. As Jesus hung on the 
cross, these legions of angels were straining 
at the leash. A single word from the Father 
and they would sweep down, destroy the 
crucifiers, and rescue the Savior. 

Jesus in His prayer was saying, 
"Father, hold them back. Do not hinder 
these men from crucifying Me. For in My 

I will make possible life for them." 
There is another thou ght in Jesus , 

prayer, "Father, forgive them." Jesus was 
praying that the Father would not lay this 
sin to their account. This word "forgive" 
was used in other places to denote the 
waiving of a debt. For instance, in Matthew 
18:27, a certain man demanded the 
payment of a debt. When the debtor 
pleaded for more time, the Bible says that 
the man "was moved with compassion, and 
loosed him and forgave him the debt." The 
man forgot the debt, and took it upon 
himself. He forgave it. So when Jesus 
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prayed from the cross, "Father, forgive 
them," He was saying, "Do not lay this sin 
on them. Instead, place it on me." 

There is yet another idea in Jesus' 
prayer, "Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing." Jesus was 
praying that the wrath of God would be 
held until they had an opportunity to know 
what they were doing. He wanted the 
judgment for their sin to be withheld until 
their ignorance had been enlightened by His 
victory over death. 

Jesus' prayer was not a request for 
blanket forgiveness then. Instead, it was a 
request that crucifixion _be allowed to 
continue; it was a pledge to take this debt 
of sin upon Himself; it was a plea that 
God would delay judgment until the 
perpetrators of His death had an 
opportunity to repent, at which time 
forgiveness could be received by them. 

What Jesus prayed that day on the 
cross is an expression _of_the heart of God. 
God wants to forgive you. That is always 
His desire. When you think of God, do not 
think of God as a ud e ready to declare 
you il . Do not think of God as a 
oliceman ready to lock you up for your 

oing. Do not perceive God as a ---~~ pnnc1 ready to expel you for your 
misconduct. stead, see Him hanging on 
the cross, a in the debt for your sin, 
holding out His anns to you and saying, "I 
love you, and I'll forgive you, if you'll just 
tum back -to Me." 

The lesson of this experience we 
have looked at is that when mankind does 
his worse to God, God is ready to do His 
best for mankind. Will you let Him forgive 
you, and cleanse you, and restore you to 
fellowship with Him? 
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