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THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS 

~ ~Julius I authorized December. 5 to be celebrated as the bi_rt~day of Jesus in 
~===-~ ., who would have ever thought that it wo~ld become_ what 1t_1s t~day? When 

ofesso Cnarle F<Gile lit candles on the fir:st Chr:1stmas tree-,~ Amenca ln"··--~----- who 
would have ever thought that the decorations would become as elaborate as they are 
today? . 

It is a long time since ~ 832, longer still 
from 353, longer still from that dark night j 
brightened by a special star in which 
Jesus the King was born. Yet, as we 
approach December 25 again, it gives ~s 
yet another opportunity lo pause, and in 

the midst of all the excitement and 
elaborate decorations and expensive 
commercialization which surrounds 
Christmas today, to consider again the 

son whose birth we celebrate. For we 
--111m• u..:s·t -remember that Jesus Christ is the 
heart of Christmas. It is His birthday we 
celebrate. 

Recognizing that, the question that 
comes to mind as we celebrate Christmas 
is this: what kind of man was this whose 
birth is so significant that it splits time into 
B.C. and A.O.? Who is this one who is the 
heart of Christmas? Let's approach that 
question from four directions. 

What Does the Bible 
Say About Him? 

The Bible affirms two truths about 
J_esus. 

First the biblical writers affirm that I 

JESUS WASH U,A-,AN 
He came into the world j~t like any 

gther person The'~irgin birtti of Christ is 
a part of our doctrinal system, but it was 
not actually the ,r birth : , that ~a~1 
supernatural. It was the c9nceptJoo 
Jesus was conceived by the Spirit of God. 
After the supernatural conception, Jesus 
was born just like any other baby would 
be born. 

[person. ile working as a carpenter in 
tfle city of Nazareth, Jesus experienced 
what other carpenters experienced. is 
hands were roughened by the tools of His 
trade. At evening, after a heavy day, He 
was tired just as other carpenters were. 

When He mea rflan? Jesus 
~xperienced what other men experience. 
He had to walk along the roads of 
Palestine just like others had to do. When 
He did, His feet got tired and dirty, His 
mouth became dry, His feet blistered, and 
His legs chapped, just like others. 
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Physically, intellectually, emotionally, 
and spiritually, Jesus lived the same life 
we all live. He worked. He played. He 
laughed. He cried. He could feel lonely. 
He became tired. He hurt. !:le was a man. 

Although the power of His personality 
and the effervescent quality of His life 
lifted Him above the ordinary person, the 
biblical writers nevertheless affirm time 
and time again that Jesus was a real man 
who lived a real life in a real world. He 
was a man. 
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They went to the realm 
~ thought and found the te ,....,...,.,.,..._.., 

was the greatest title they knew o and 11 ,.1_ 

they said of Jesus, "He is the Logos."~- u,;_....,-

The Bible says Jesus was the mo tf,(e.: 
unique man who ever lived, a man whose 
life can only be explained by declaring He 
was (,3 din hum n flesh. -

What Does Jesus 
Say About Himself? 

Yet there is more. He was not only a Jesus matched the claims the biblical 
man. He WAS ALSO DIVINE. Jesus was writers made about Him by the claims He 
filled with the divine in such a unique way -made about Himself. 
that the biblical _ J X 5 011,~ _,. J He said He was the way 
writers referred Z, to God and no one could 

to Him as / Although the power or His personality and the ~~m~ to the ~ ath~1, bl.~ by/IV u,~P.ecf 
{!) •••1~ effervescent quality or His life lifted Him above the Im \ ,,._.._= /7-~. ~/ 1i'~ ,c.;!"A~,-...::;:.---

i hl l ordinary person, the biblical writers nevertheless ),, He said He had been 
What did arnrm time and time again that Jesus was a real with God since the 

they mean by man who llved a real llfe In a real world. beginning and, in fact, 
that term? In referred to Himself as "I Am" 
Jesus, they felt (J-,n-t--0~:5 ). 

3, He said to believe in Him meant to 
have life but to refuse to believe in Him 

~ew,..~.SQ!.!e;an~c-? as they had never felt it 
before in any other man. In Jesus, they 
saw more clearly at God was I than 
they ever had before. n esus, they 
witnessed a spiritual ~~::,~· - they had 

(}-~ever observed in any other person. 
~pt· f?eV Jesus was a man, but He was 

different from any other man who ever 
lived. The disciples were sure of that. And 
yet, it strained the limits of their 
vocabulary and the language of their day 
to try to express this fact. He was the best 
life had to offer. But how could they 
express that? 

They went to the realm of CJewisb 
M) religion and took the term ' 
~ which was the greatest title they knew of, 

and looking at Jesus, they said, "He is the 
Messiah."- 1 T - ~ 112. " 

meant to mi6 what life was all about , . f1' hQ... 
--- --- -. - ~ ~ ~ ~--fr.' Cetll'UfP'I Id y ( . . w cJI! 

He focused our attention beyond the 
shadow of the grave and said if we 't wanted to make heaven and miss hell, 
there was only one way and that was to 
make Him the Lord of our lives (Jon n •• ,1. b..,I 
11:25,..2 /k flvtf-&/JBVP5t'-'n »19 /)\.Jl-v-ir 

He said His connection with God was £ so close that to Him was to know 
God and to Him was to see God and 1 
to in Him was to believe in ¾ /J,ffe,, 
(J 4 :.9-). iW e -/-1,,,,l- h~I// .:5e?41,,,,-1A- ~ 

These are fantastic claims Jesus 
made about Himself. Even more 
incredible, He backed up these claims 
with the life He lived. 
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He lived such a life of w.icity that those 
closest to Him gave this testimocy .aboul 
His life: "He committed no sin. No guilt 
was fo_und on His lips" ~ eet. 2~22). 

He exhibited such ggwer that many 
were healed merely at the touch of His 
hand. 

He showed such depth.gt gassjon !hat 
no one was outside the limits of His love. 

Then, when He ~ . He died with 
such grace that the man on the cross next 
to Him said , " or , emember me when 
~ou come into Y-OUr kingdom" ([ uke 
23:!12J, and a by-standing centurion 
muttered, " urely, this man must be the 
Son of Goar (t u e 23:47). 

As He lived and as He died, Jesus 
confirmed the unique claims He made 
about Himself. 

What Does History 
Say About Him? 

lfhe most unusual thing about Jesus is 
His ability to come across the centuries 
as a living Lord and challenge men and 
women of all generations to follow Him. 
Listen to these testimonies. 

David Livingston, the adventurous 
pioneer who labored long years in Africa, 
said, "All that I am I owe to Jesus Christ." 

Leslie Weatherhead, one of the 
greatest preachers in England's history, 
gave this testimony: "He has held my 
heart enthralled and I have known no 
peace outside His will and no joy to 
compare with the experience which I 
sincerely believe to be due to communion 
with Him." 

Alfred Edersheim, outstanding Jewish 
historian and author of The Life and 
Times of Jesus the Messiah said, "If 
Jesus Christ did not live, ~ He was not 
the Son of God nd He is not the 
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Messiah, then there never has been a 
Messiah and there never will be." 

Dale Evans, movie star who has 
become a spokesman for Christ, gave 
this testimony: "All of my life I looked for a 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow, and 
I found it at the foot of the cross." 

Multiplied thousands of such 
testimonies have been given. hese 
testimonies from history confirm the 
estimonies of the Bible about Jesus and 
he declarations of Jesus about Himself. 
He was the most unique man who has 
ever lived, a man whose uniqueness can 
only. be explained by the presence and 
power of God in His life. 

What Do You 
Say About Him? 

Each of us has two o tions in 
relationship to Jesus. /.. ..Z5 

/, We can accept Him as being who He 
claims to be. We can say, "I be ,eve 
Jesus was the Son of God and because 
of that conviction, I choose to place my 
life in His hands and live for Him all the 
d~ys Qf.my lif~" 

J, 11£ Ort\le 6af 1 {tt't.f Him away by 
saying He was the biggest liar in history 
and His lies laid the foundation for 

· ory's greatest farce. •. 
, T~~ e are our only two alternatives. If 
He wllt1ying, then He doesn't matter. But 
if He ~ elling the truth, then th· 
else matters. 

If you are convinced these things are 
true, then you can celebrate Christmas by 
making the familiar hymn your prayer: 

0 Holy Child of Bethlehem! 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in; 
Be born in us today! 
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The Heart of Christmas 

Who is this one who is the heart of Christmas? 

8That night some shepherds were in the fields 
outside the village, guarding their flocks of 
sheep. 9Suddenly, an angel of the Lord ap
peared among them, and the radiance of the 
Lord's glory surrounded them. They were ter
ribly frightened, 10 but the angel reassured 
them. "Don't be afraid!" he said. "I bring 
you good news of great joy for everyone! 
u The Savior --yes, the Messiah, the Lord -
has been born tonight in Bethlehem, the city 
of David! 12And this is how you will recog
nize him: You will find a baby lying in a 
manger, wrapped snugly in strips of cloth!" 

--Luke 2:8-12 (NLT) 

I. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 
ABOUT HIM? 
1. Jesus was Human 

>He was a real man who lived a real 
life in a real world. 

2. Jesus was Divine 
(1) "Immanuel"= "God with us" 
(2) "Messiah" = "Anointed" 
(3) "Logos"= "Word," "Reason" 

II. WHAT DOES JESUS SAY ABOUT 
HIMSELF? 
1. The Way to God -- John 14:6 
2. He Had Been with God Since the 

Beginning -- John 8:58 
3. Belief in Him Brings Life 

-- John 3:17 
4. He Is the One Way to Heaven 

-- John 11 :25-26 
5. To Know Him Is to Know God 

-- John 14:9 
III. WHAT DOES HISTORY SAY 

ABOUT HIM? 
1. David Livingston 
2. Leslie Weatherhead 
3. Alfred Edersheim 
4. Dale Evans 

IV. WHAT DO YOU SAY 
ABOUT HIM? 
>There are only two alternatives: 
1. He Is Who He Says He Is. 
2. He Is a Farce. 
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