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It was just a baby Simeon saw in the Temple that day. A baby just li~e Joe, a b~by 
with arms and legs and little bitty fingers and tiny toes, a baby wide-eyed with expec!at,on 
and curiosity, a baby who, as Wayne Oates described them, has "ravenous opportunity on 
one end and a total lack of responsibility at the other end." That's what Simeon saw in the 
Temple that day, a baby. Yet, he saw something more, something that everyone else 
missed. He saw in that baby named Jesus, God at work. He saw God! 

He did not comprehend at the time 
all the theological implications of that 

c:....~ · ~ very_. The acticulation of this truth 
came later when John began his Gospel 
with the unforgettable announcement: "In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 

ord was with God, and the Word was 
God ..... [and] "the Word became flesh 
and made his dwelling among us" (John 
1:1,14). 

Simeon did not put all of that 
together at the time. Yet he discerned 
enough to know that in this baby God had 
broken into history, that in this baby God 
was at work in a unique way. 

Will you come with me this 
morning for a few moments as we look at 
Jesus the baby. What do we see? 

God Keeps His Promises -*'J..-. 
::2: .?9-3i,l 

We see, first of all, that God keeps 
His promises. 

The announcement Simeon made 
in the Temple that day, his hymn of 

the prophet Is iah. "For my eyes have 
seen your sabvation," Simeon declared, 
"which you have prepared in the sight of 
all people, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel" (w. 31-331, Rw//11-T 

Those were the words of Isaiah 
which Simeon used to describe this baby 
named Jesus who was being dedicated in 
the Temple that day. Why? Because 
Simeon realized that what was happening 
before his very eyes was what the 
prophet Isaiah had predicted centuries 
earlier. 

That's what Simeon saw in the 
Temple that day, a baby. Yet, he saw 
something more, something that 
everyone else missed. He saw in that 
baby named Jesus God at work. He 
saw God! 

praise, was saturated with the words of ~- . _ --.. 
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It was Isaiah who predicted God 
would send a redeemer for His people. 

It was Isaiah who pointed to a time 
when God would send a s ecial baby. In 
Isaiah's words, "For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Pea e" (Is. 
9:6). 

The presence of God in this baby 
Jesus was !..'..n~ot~·~u~s~t gd,~~~~~.u.u.~ 

It was a fulfillment of what God had 
promised He would do centuries before. 
e)ne of the most amazing things about 
this baby Jesus is when He came, He 
fulfilled not just one promise in the Old 
Testament, not just a few promises in the 
Old Testament, but 332 specific 
predictions made by God's spokesmen 
centuries before. 

on't you find that amazing? 
Micah 5:2 predicted the Messiah 

would be born in Bethlehem. Matthew 2: 1 
says Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 

Isaiah 7: 14 predicted the Messiah 
would be born to a 
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More than 300 predictions in the 
Old Testament were specifically fulfilled in 
the life and ministry and death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

Don't you find that amazing? I do. 
In fact, I find it so amazing the only way I 
can explain it is to conclude the same 
God who made the promises through the 
prophets in the Old Testament fulfilled 
those promises through His Son in the 
New Testament. God keeps His 
promises. 

~ ncl here's the good news. 
~u !~ §. t:U§~.~ro~~-™''IS: 

God promised we will never be 
tempted beyond our ability to resist but, 
with every temptation , will provide a way 
of escape (1 Cor. 10:13). How do we 
know that is true? Because God keeps 
His promises. 

God promised, through His Son, to 
be with us always, even to the ends of the 
age (Matt. 28:20). ow do we know that 
is true? God keeps His promises. 

God promised, through His 
apostle, that nothing we will ever face will 

separate us from His 
love in Jesus Christ virgin. Matthew 1:18 

says Jesus was born 
to a virgin. 

Isaiah 53:12 
predicted the Messiah 
would be crucified 
among thieves. 
Matthew 27:38 says 
Jesus was crucified 
with a thief on either 
side. 

One of the most amazing things 
about this baby Jesus is when 
He came, He fulfilled not just 
one promise in the Old 
Testament, not just a few 
promises in the Old Testament, 
but 332 specific predictions 
made by God's spokesmen 
centuries before. 

(Rom. 8:37-38). How 
do we know that is 
true? Because God 
keeps His promises. 

God promised 
to prepare a place for 
us when life on this 
earth is over (John 
14:1-5) How do 
know that is true? 
Because God keeps 
His promises. 

sa m 16:10 
predicted the Messiah 
would be resurrected from the dead. 
Matthew 28:S'says Jesus did not stay in 
the grave but on the third day arose from 
the dead. 

Just a little 
baby, and yet a baby who was the 
fulfillment of hundreds of prophecies 
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made by God centuries before, a little 
baby who reminas us that God keeps His 
promises. 

God is Willing to 
Get Involved In Our Lives 

,J.:.3't 
We see a second truth in Jesus 

the baby. We see that God is willing to 
get involved in our lives. 

There is an abyss between 
mankind and God, an abyss caused by 
our sin. Because of our sin we have been 
separated from God. Every person of 
every age has sensed that separation . 
The good news is God does not wait for 
us to approach Him; He does not wait for 
us to take the initiative. Instead, while we 
were yet sinners, indifferent and 
unconcerned, God took the initiative in 
coming to us. His love reaches all the 
way down to where we are. God comes 
to us! That's what the baby dedicated in 
the Temple that day teaches us. 

In his Gospel, John put it like this. 
In Christ, God "made his dwelling among 
us" Joh 1 :1~). This was the climax of 
the developing relationship between God 
and mankind. 

In the Garden of 

Page4 

Hebrews to build a tabernacle, a tent 
made of wood and skin, which would 
symbolize His presence in their midst. 
There they could get in touch with Him 
(Ex. 35). Later, the tabernacle was 
replaced by the Tempie with its holy of 
holies ( 1 Kings 6: 1) Once a year the 
priest would enter God's presence and 
communicate with Him. 

But now, John declared in the 
opening chapter of his gospel , God has 
pitched His tent right here in our midst in 
Jesus Christ! In Christ, all people have a 
place where they can get in touch with 
God. 

Just a little baby, and ye! a baby 
who is Immanuel, 'bod with us~ a little 
baby who reminds us God is willing to get 
involved in our lives. 

God Works 
Jhrough Ordinary Things 

. J: I,- 'la. 
We see a third truth in Jesus the 

baby. We see that God works through the 
ordinary things of life. 

We have become addicted in our 
day to the "Damascus Road Model" of 
God 's work. Dramatic, brilliant, knock

you - out-of-your
socks kind of action. Eden (Gen. 1-3}, 

mankind was in perfect 
fellowship with God 
and He walked with 
them in the garden in 
the cool of the day 
(Gen. 3:8). hen God 
ejected mankind from 

That's what 
we expect from God. 
That's where we look 
for God. 

But now, John declared in the opening 
chapter of his gospel, God has pitched His 
tent right here in our midst in Jesus Christ! 
In Christ, all people have a place where 
they can get in touch with God. illy Graham _ 

preaches to a crowd 
of 50,000 and 5,000 

make decisions for Christ and we say, 
"God was at work there." 

Eden, that personal contact was lost. 
Moses found a place where he could talk 
with God, the holy mountain (Ex. 3:1-6). 
Every time he needed to clarify God's 
plan and purpose, he would return to the 
mountain. Then, God instructed the 

The doctor shakes his head in 
front of the patient and reports, "We don't 
understand. The cancer is just gone!" and 
we say, "God was at work there." 
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That's where we look for God. In 
the spectacular. In the sensational. In the 
moments of dramatic change. 

However, in the first century, when 
God was ready to break into history, He 
did it in a little baby. Simply. Quietly. In a 
way few people noticed. 

God does not just work in the 
extraordinary moments and people and 
events.God is also at work in the ordinary 
things of life. 
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pulled his cloak over his face and went 
out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 
Then a voice said to him, 'What are you 
doing here, Elijah?"' (I Kings 19:11-13) 

God spoke to Elijah this second 
time, not in a powerful wind , not in an 
earthquake, not in the fire from heaven, 
but in a gentle whisper! 

God does not just work in the 
extraordinary moments and people and 

events. God is 
That is a truth 

Elijah needed to learn. On 
Mount Carmel , in 1 Kings 
18, Elijah had built a 
sacrifice and then had 
prayed for God to show 
Himself, and He did in a 
dramatic fashion . The 

God does not just work in the 
extraordinary moments and 
people and events. God is also 
at work in the ordinary things of 
life. 

also at work in 
the ordinary 
things of life. 

Tbat is a 
also 

Bible says, "Then the fire of the LORD fell 
and burned up the sacrifice, the wood , 
the stones and the soi , and also licked up 
the water in the trench. When all the 
people saw this, they fell prostrate and 
cried, 'The LORD-- he is God! The LORD 
-- he is (18:38-39) I l<-i Nfr..5 

In chapter 19, we see Elijah hiding 
in a cave for fear that Jezebel was going 
to kill him. Again, he prayed for God to 
show Himself. Let me read the passage 
to you so you can hear what happened. 

"The LORD said, 'Go out and 
stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass 
by.' Then a great and powerful wind tore 
the mountains apart and shattered the 
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD 
was not in the wind. After the wind there 
was an earthquake, but the LORD was 
not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire, but the LORD 
was not in the fire. And after the fire came 
a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he 

~~ When we 
least expect it, in 

the ordinary th,.., fS of life, we 
need to listen. We need to look around . 
We might just see the hand of God at 
work in our life. We might just hear a 
word from the Lord. For that's the way 
God works, through the ordinary things of 
life, like in a little baby. L~ok t/'L::r.-S,.G/1/ / 
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OTHER SERMONS 
IN THE SERIES 

ON JESUS 

Jesus the Teacher 

Jesus the Savior 

Jesus the Lord 




