
SUBJECT--P~r~o~ m ....... ;~s~e...-=-as"'--------------

TEXT--------=L=u=k=e~2~:~2=5~-3=5'-------------

TITLE "THE PROMISES OF GOD':' 

SCRIPTURE READING----------------

DELIVERIES: Date Hour Place 

Wed. p.m. San Angelo , TX 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ___________ _ 

( XXX+++); 

~OD 

E.F. /09 
CLASSIFICATION: 

--EXPOSITORY 
--BIOGRAPHICAL 
--TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Resu lts and Comments: 



The Promises of God 

Luke 2: 25-35 

THERE was no Jew who did not regard his own nation 
as the chosen people. But the Jews saw quite clearly 
that by human means eir nation could never attain 
to the supreme world great s hich they believed that 
their destiny involved. By f.a he greater number of 
them believed that because the Jews were the chosen 
people they were bound some day to become masters of 
the world and lords of all the nation. To bring in that 
day some believed that some great, celestial champi.§1\ 
would descend u on the earth r .seme beHe"+'ed that-there 
would arise -another king-of David-S-·line and that all the ,, / 
old---glories-woutd-revtve; --some· believed that God· Himself~(( f 
would--break··cttrectly- into · history by supernatural means. 

/But in contrast to all that there were some few people 
who were known as the Quiet in the Land. They had no 
dreams of violence and of power and of armies with banners; 
they believed in a life of constant prayer and quiet watch
fulness until God should come. All their lives they waited 
quietly and patiently upon God. Simeon was like that; 
in prayer, in worship, in humble and faithful expectation X 
he was waiting for the day when God would comfort His 
people 

We don't know 
much about Simeon except tliat, like mos pious Jews, he was look
ing toward the coming of the Messiah. In his prayer, several things 
are worthy of note. 

PRO.PTSE 

' God had promised to him through the Holy Spirit 
that life would not end for him before he had seen God's 
pwn Anointed King~ In the baby Jesus he recognized 
that -King and he was glad. Now he was readv to deoart 
!n peace, 

The main thought of this experience is that God always keeps His 
promises. God promised Simeon that before he died he would see 
the Christ. God may tarry long beyond the time we hope for, but 
God never breaks His word. God's promise is always fulfilled . 
Simeo? proved that in his prayer. __ J. /'_ / 
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His prayer reminds us first of the purpose of Jesus' corning. Sim-

eon called Jesus "Thy salvation" (v. 30). Christianity is more than 
enlightenment. It is that, but it is more. Christianity is also a divine 
rescue operation directed to man in his need. God sent Jesus into 
the world to deliver us from those things in which our lives are 
bound. That is the purpose for Jesus' coming. 
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We also see the scope of this deliverance. Luke says that God's 
purpose was prepared in the presence of "all peoples" (v. 31 ). 
Simeon mentioned both Gentile and Jew in verse 32 . God's purpose 
includes all people of all lands. God's desire is that all might be 
saved. 
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work and fate of Jesus. (i) Jesus will be the cause whereby 
many will [IJIL This is a strange and a hard saying but 
it is true. It is not so much God who judges a man; a 
man judges himself; and his judgment is his reaction to 
Jesus Christ. If, when he is confronted with that goodness 
and that loveliness, his heart runs out in answering love 
he is within the Kingdom. If, when so confronted, he 
remains coldly unmoved or actively hostile, he is condemned, 
There is a great refusal just as there is a great acceptance. 
(ii) J esus will be the cause whereby many will rise. Long 
ago Seneca said that what men needed above all was 
a hand let down to lift them up. It is the hand of Jesus 
which lifts a man out of the old life and into the new, out 
of the sin into the goodness, out of the shame into the glory. 
(iii) Jesus would meet wft1Lt:nuch opposftion. Towards 
JesusChrist there can be no neutrality. We either surrender 
to Him or are at war with Him. And it is the tragedy of~ 
life ·that the pride of ·. man keep , us from making that 

--

surrender wherein is 'victory. J . 
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Matthew 7: 7: "Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you" (NASB). 

Matthew 10:32 : "Every one.therefore who shall confess Me be
fore men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in 
heaven" (NASB). 

Matthew 28:20: "Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age" (NASS). 

Mark 9:41 : " or who er ives you a cup of water to drinlv'b -
cause you · FS4}f:~t, truly I say to you, he shall 
not lose his reward" (NASS). 

John 8 : 12: "Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, 'I am the 
light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the light of life"' (NASS). 

John 10:27-28: "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they shall never 
perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand" (NASS). 
Ill. Sharing 

Remind the congregation that every one of these promises is for 
them . Allow some time for sharing. Ask members of the con
gregation to share their favorite promise. Use this formula: "God 
has promised to . . r.'' ~ ~ ~ , , / ~ 
IV. Closing ~ f - 1 

Conclude th e servi ce with a ti me for prayer from the con
gregation. 
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