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INTRODUCTION: 

As I continue our Christmas series, th is pas age in Luke 2 is the story of 
Simeon. Let's begin with verse 1. I'll give ou the introduction and then 
kind of walk you through the passage. And when 8 days were completed 
before His circumcision. His name ·was then called Jesus, the name given 
by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. And ·when the days 
for purffication according to the la1v of Moses were completed, they 
brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord as it is written 
in the law of the Lord, 'Every.firstborn male that opens the womb shall 
be called holy to the Lord, ' and to offer a sacrifice according to what 
was said in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young 

" pigeons. 

I think we need to stop right there. And let me just give you enough 
biblical background to help you understand the setting of this story. I 

' 

Every Jewish male went 
through three basic ancient ceremonies, and Jesus did also. ' 

Jesus and his parents participated in three traditional Jewish 
ceremonies: 

1. Circumcision. 
I 

i 
This rit was so sacred and 

11nportant 111 th Jewish tradition that even if that 8th day fell on the 
Sabbath, on which the Jewish people never worked unnecessarily, 
they would even circumcise on that day. Also, in e 2] 

it said His name was then 
called Jesus. It was on the day of circumcision that the male was 
officially named. We think of officially naming the male child in the 
hospital, before he comes home. Now we know the name Jesus was 
given to Mary way before his birth. But that 8th day was when they 
officially named Him Jesus. 
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2. 'Redemption. 
Let me explain to you the redemption of the firstborn male. The 
firstborn male of the family was very special. In fact, xoous, it 
tells us that he belonged to God. We think of ~=!Will!=!iliil1e, our children 
to God and bringing them before the altar. Well, it was accepted in 
Jewish tradition that the firstborn male was God's. So the parents -brought to the temple, no less than 31 days after the birth. So a 
month literally passed before this ceremony. 

They would come to the temple and give an offering to the priest. Since 
the youngest male belonged to God, the parents ' small offering would 
symbolize his purchase back into their family. That's exactly what Jesus~ 
parents did with him. 

3. Purification. ' 
This is what Mary was doing when she came to Simeon in the 
temple. Now, the purification ceremony was that for the 40 days 
after childbirth, the mother could not do anything in the temple or of 
a religious nature. In fact, the mother would basically stay at home. 
But on the 40th day, if it was a male child, she would come to the 
temple. Now, if it was a female child, it would be after 80 days. It 
took twice as long to be purified if you had a girl than if you had a 
boy. Says something about the Jewish society, probably, and their 
traditions. But after 40 days, the mother would come, bringing>two 
symbolic offering . Well, truthfully, one was a burnt offering and 
one was a sin offering. I Testamenty and I don't want to get 
into that now. They wo~Ild bri alamb and a yauog pigeon or dove. 
[Now in the Old Testament, there was something known as a poor 
offering. Many people were so poor, they couldn't afford a lamb. So 
they would bring two pigeons or doves .. That's what Mary did. She 
brought a poor offering.] When they came to the temple and brought 
Jesus to Simeon, it was for the purification of Mary that they brought 
the two doves with them. 
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Observations about the gift of Jesus to the world: 

1. Those who look for Jesus will find him. v. 25 
Whether during Simeon's lifetime or 2,000 years later 

. those who look for Jesus will find him. 
Look at rse 5 with me, please: · andbehnld. ther MJas a mGm in 
r:lerusalem whose name 1,vas Simeon. and this man was righteous and 
cievou ... . .. Now notice this next word: "- -,~_io or the consolation 
of Israel. And the Holy Spirit was upon him. ooking ' is an 11 ~ "1 

veA /?CH -tiVG' I I 
interesting word. It means loeR:ifig :witl1 intent to fin . t's not a 
casual observance or scanning. It's not kind of waiting, thinking that 
something might come into your sight. This word means that Simeon 
was in ently searching for the Christ child. 

0 / 

Henry David Too~u said, 
"Maqy an object is not seen, though it falls within the range of 
the visual eye." W4, , ~~'-(J..c- t~ £ Henry David Thoreau 

/ ' 

rThorea also says that if something is not seen with the intellectual eye it 
cannot been seen with the visual eye. It may be in front of us, but we 
may not see it. How true that is. Many of us have passed somebody and 

V not really seen them~ yet they were really very close to us. Now why was 
that? Well, it's because we weren't looking for them. Maybe we were 
preoccupied. We were somewhere else mentally. 

Well, my fi rst observation about Simeon is that he saw Jesus because he 
was.~ll!!llll!IMP' for Jesus. We see what we look for. I'm here to tell you, if 
you're looking for God, you're going to find him. That's why, by the way, 

o peop can be in the same service Sunday morning and hear the 
same message. Yet one would walk out and say, "Oh, it was fantastic. 
God really ministered to me." And the other could say, " I didn't even 
sense God. '' What is it? One was looki and one wasn't. 

Compare Simeon's intentional search with Bethlehem's apathy -
- Why there was no room at the inn ... 
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A. Busyness. Everybody was rushing and running around. There 
was a census to be taken as quickly as possible. And I'm sure the 
busyness and rush of the moment was one of the reasons why 
there was no room in the inn. All I'm saying to you is, boy, isn't 
that a temptation at Christmas time ven for somebody doing 
the Lord's work. I mean, this is my live · ood, but when I think 
of all the work I'm doing in the Living Chr mas Tree -- I started 
last Thursday night and I think I've got 14 or 1 ights taken for 
the next three weeks -- I mean, it just doesn't stop. So busy 
maybe even doing the things of God that we really don't really 
W for .WW., like we could have. 

lread this the other night and it's kind of cute. It talks about the rat race 
that we live in. Listen to this: " We have run across some absolutely 
irrefutable statistics that show exactly why you are tired. And brother, it's 
no wonder you ' re tired. There aren't as many people actually working as 
you may have thought. At least according to the survey that was recently 
completed, th population of this county is 2 hundred million, 84 million 
over 60 years of age, which leaves 116 million to do the work. People 
under 20 years of age total 75 million, which leaves 41 million to do the 
work. Then there are 22 million who are employed by the government, 
which leaves 19 million to do the work. 4 million are in the armed 
services, which leaves 15 million to do the work. Then deduct 14 million 
8 hundred thousand in the state and Gity offices and that leaves 200,000 
to do the work. There are 188,000 in hospitals and insane asylums which 
leaves only 12,000 people to do the work. Now, it may interest you to 
know that there are 11 ,9..98 people in jail. So that leaves just two people 
to carry the load. That's you and me brother, and I'm getting tired of 
doing everything myself." Busyness . .rJust so tired, so busy that we just 
don't see Christ. 
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B. Preoccupation. 
They were preoccupied with so many other things that they 
missed him. 

C. Inconvenience. 
If that innkeeper had known that Mary was pregnant with the 
Christ child, I promise you he would have found room. I 
guarantee you that if he had realized that the Christ child was 
going to be born that night, if nothing else, he would have 
moved 1 · · to mak~ ou go back East and stop 
at some of these old inns ana you ' ll find: "George Washington 
slept here." Well, this guy in Bethlehem, if he had realized this 
was the Christ child, could have had, "The Son of God was born 
here." That's good publicity, folks. 

Back East, they also have a lot of Mom and Pop hotels, with either 
vacancy or no vacancy signs out. If you're traveling at 7 or 8 o'clock in 
the evening, the vacancy signs are out. But you know, if you're traveling 
about 11 o'clock, just for no apparent reason, the vacancy signs will go to 
no vacancy. And do you know .why? It's not because all of a sudden that 
little Mom and Pop inn filled up. It was 11 o'clock and they wanted to go 
to bed. And they don't have the staff to take care of a 24-hour operation. 
Mom and Pop, have got all kinds of rooms; it's not an issue of rooms. 
They just put up that no vacancy sign so nobody will ring the bell and 
wake them up. I wonder how many times we've done that to Jesus? Just 
kind of flipped up a no vacancy sign, cause we didn't want time 
with him. It's just that it n't convenient ri ht then. 

D. No expectations. 
n I ike Simeon, who expected to see the Christ child and looked 

for his coming, in Bethlehem there was no expectation. 

We all know people whose expecter has expired on't we? They just 
expect nothing; therefore, they ~ nothing., cram neat recently 
,eo 

discovered one of the world's largest diamonds, 't-A-£l~r.ce-c - a smal I 
lemon. He wanted to get it to the London office as safely and as quickly 
as possible. He packed a steel box, and hired four men to hand carry it to 
London. When it arrived, they unlocked the steel box, and to their 
surprise there wasn't a diamond in there. Just a black lump of coal. 

A Gift Worth Receiving - Page 5 



/ , ttos.! WHO <fJO '-to~ -;yESV.5 J..L F::LA/1) '.IA-/ ·t::::::.~;;_, 
.A/~,~~ ~ 

They were shocked. But three days later, by parcel post in an ordinary 
box, the diamond arrived in the London office. The owner knew nobody _ 
would pay attention to an ordinary box . . -l./08tJDY ~auJ..P expee-r A~y+A,-,,f o-l-t?J./ve 

I -C.o 3-L;:y,,, .z-t: I 
I 

ow, folks, 2,000 years ago, God came wrapped in an ordinary box. Yet 
Simeon saw him. You say, " How can you see the Christ child in an 
ordinary box?' You've got to be looking for him. ~ ood news ~ 

nstma season is that if you're looking for God today, you're going to 
find Him. I never knew an .. ybody that was looking for Him that didn't 
find Him. want you to find two or three people or objects with redo 

em right now. Now, once you see red, you see a lot of red. Why? ou 
focused in on re . Why is it that when we buy as ecial car at a special 
pnce in a spe iaf color, the next day we see about a half do en of them 
out on the freeway? Before that, we didn't see that color. What 
happened? Were they out there on that freeway? Sure they were. We are 
in tune, visually. That's exactly what happened to Simeon.HE ~/+.s 

tHE. I/Vc£1V7" Tti F4ND ~ 

Lessons on looking: 

A. Look through the eyes of faith, not the eyes of fact. 
imeon looked through the eyes of faith . Where are two kinds of 

people. ne says, " I've got to see it to believe it." They live by 
fact. But lie otner says, " I've got to believe it to see it." They 
live by faith. 

B. Keep looking even when discoura2ed. 
nis is what impresses ne about Simeon. You see, for Ll-00 years 

there had been no prophecies about the coming Messiah. 400 
ears of silence. Yet Simeon kept saying, " I'm going to see the Ji!I 

Messiah, the Christ child, before I die." '19 ~:;i/jjffr~ w 
_AfL.Q.12., ( 

2. The assurance comes before the answer. v.26 
There are times when we ~no something's going to happen before 
we receive the answer in our life. No , that happened to Simeon. 
Simeon ' s assurance came to hi even before he held baby Jesus in 
his arms. Look a 'l n r alea. o him by th 

Z- ~= bat lie li: illd no se a.eat oefo,:.e he had seen the Lord 
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:i,, 
/ Have you ever had the assurance that something was going to happen 

before it happened? Have you ever just known, even though you couldn't 

c -=--...," CJ V R COM::C/1/6- Id F&c. s-1# AIVerGJ-t} " ., , 

3. We must come to the right place to find him. 

{ 

Simeon came to the right place to find the Christ child 
. It says it 

einple ' -wo significant things. He came with the right heart and 
mind. Now, if you come to 9hurcb~ the right place, with the right 
122!,!lli and attitude, you'll se God. 

The Church exists ... 

A. For the Father. It's a worship center. 

B. 

C. For th-e world. It's a redemptive center. 
If is a place where they can be redeemed and orgiven and 
brought into the family of God. 
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4. We need to personally receive Jesus. v. 28 
Can you imagine the feeling in Simeon's spirit iMii!eiffe;.j•when he 
took the Christ child into his arms and blessed God? ~Haie_.1:r;e~~..,. 
rece the ·· t chi I . e stop here 1011g enoug1 to say this. 

goal for every person in this room this Christmas is for you to 
know God erson . Not through your Qarents not because you 
ffiliate an associate with Christians, not even because you come to 

this church. I'm not talking about knowing God by proxy. I'm talking 
about knowing God personally. My goal is that you know God so 
you can say, " I know that my redeemer liveth. i 

5. Then we'll be ready to die. v. 29 
ow, I didn't say when you receive Jesus you'll die. Don't panic on 

me. But when you receive him, like Simeon, then you're r to die. 
Look at what Simeon said in~::.-::::-:...,;., ra - i 

ha 

Con 



We need to personally re Ce, , V 'f?_ Jesus. v. 28 

Then we'll be ready to D [ E" . v. 29 



Jim Wallace, our evangelism pastor, is doing a magnificent job. He told 
us last week that in the last 5 months we've had 498 visitors attend this 
church. Now I'm not talking about people from out of the county. I'm 
talking about people who live here. People looking for a church. I was 
shocked at this: of the 498 that have attended this church in the last five 
months, 198, 40%, have come back and become regular attenders. That's 
incredible. I was thrilled. I was kind of pleased. I was surprised. I 
brought a letter with me. I get so many wonderful letters from you, and I 
read and reply to every one of them. I don't think anybody's ever sent me 
a note or a letter where I didn't write them back. 

"Dear Pastor Maxwell, I want to thank you for your kind letter after my 
first visit to your church. I left the service feeling very fulfilled and 
thankful that I had attended. The congregation made me feel very 
welcome, and I left with such an inner peace. It was truly a wonderful 
feeling .... " This letter, is dated December 7th, so she just came for the 
first time two weeks ago. "I was so very inspired by your sermon on 
"The Gift Worth Giving," where you said to give your gift now. Too 
often we think that we will give to others but it's always tomorrow. I 
want my children to understand the importance of giving of one's self 
and to truly appreciate what we have. I'm newly single and raising two 
wonderful boys, 5 and 11. I want them to understand the true meaning of 
Christmas, and I want them to understand how lucky we are that we can 
make it on our own. I am so very fortunate. I was one of the very lucky 
people who worked in the homeless shelter over the holidays. I have 
always wanted to give of myself but never took the time to get involved. 
I was also lucky enough to be able to adopt a family of six from the 
Salvation Army for this Christmas. I'm so excited to be involved with 
making sure that this very special family will be able to enjoy Christmas 
this year. I'm getting into my neighborhood watch group, and my family 
and friends and everyone is enjoying it so very much. For this I want to 
thank you, for making me remember that I have the will to make those 
things happen. And this year I don't have to say, ' I really wish I could 
have done something nice for someone. ' Thanks for your inspiration. I 
am also bringing two other families this Sunday. They are too inspired 
by my enthusiasm with your uplifting talks. Sincerely ... " 
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CONCLUSION 

Okay. Put your sermon notes away. Let me read you one more thing. I 
didn't read this the other night at the Joint Venture party. I had it in here 
but we just had such a good time. It's very enlightening not to stay with 
my sermon notes once in a while. Just listen. This is from a "60 Minutes" 
broadcast from a few years ago, what Harry Reasoner said around 
Christmas time. He said, 

"Eleven years ago I did a little Christmas piece and it seemed like a good 
idea to repeat it. The basis for this tremendous burst of buying things and 
gift buying and parties and near hysteria is a quiet event that Christians 
believe actually happened a long time ago. You can say that in all 
societies there has always been a midwinter festival and that many of the 
trappings of our Christmas are almost violently pagan. But you come 
back to the central fact of the day and the quietness of Christmas 
morning, the birth of God on earth. It leaves you only three ways of 
accepting Christmas. One is cynically, as a time to make money and 
endorse the making of it. One is graciously; that's the appropriate attitude 
for non-Christians who wish their fellow citizens all the joys to which 
their beliefs entitle them. And the third, of course, is reverently. If this is 
the anniversary of the appearance of the Lord of the universe in the form 
of a helpless babe, it is a very important day. It is a sta1tling idea, of 
course: the whole story that a virgin was selected by God to bear his Son 
as a way of showing his love and concern for man. It's my guess that in 
spite of all the lip service given to it, it's not an idea that has been popular 
with theologians. It is somewhat an illogical idea, and theologians like 
logic almost as much as they like God. It's so revolutionary, a thought 
that probably could only come from God, who is beyond logic and 
beyond theology. It is a magnificent appeal. Almost nobody has seen 
God and almost nobody has any real idea what he is like, and the truth is 
that among men the idea of seeing God suddenly and standing in a very 
bright light is not necessarily a completely comforting or appealing idea. 
But everyone has seen babies and almost everyone I ikes them. If God 
wanted to be loved as well as feared , He moved correctly, for a baby 
growing up learns all about people. And if God wanted to be intimately a 
part of man, He moved correctly, for the experience of birth and 
familyhood is the most intimate and precious experience that any of us 
will ever have. So it comes beyond logic. It is either a falsehood or it is 
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the truest thing in the world. It is the story of the great innocence of God 
the baby. God in the form of man has such a dramatic shock toward the 
heart that if it is not true to Christians, then nothing is true. So if a person 
is touched only once a year, the touching is still worth it. And maybe on 
some given Christmas some final quiet morning, that touch will take. 
The touch of God coming into this world as a vulnerable baby." 

Wow! That's what Christmas is all about, folks. Bow your heads. God, 
you are a marvelous, wise Father. If we would have been God, we would 
have come in power and splendor. We would have come in greatness and 
awesomeness. You're God and you could have done that. But a secure 
God doesn't have to come in power and might and armies. A secure God 
can come in the flesh of a newborn baby. God who created the world 
becomes helpless. 

God who put the stars into existence now lays in a manger totally 
dependent upon a star to bring people to him. There are many reasons 
why I love you, God, and this is one of them, that you would come into 
this world so willing and so desirous to be one of us that you would 
literally become one of us. Not a God aloof on a throne, not a God that 
decrees, but a God who says, "I will walk with them. I will live with 
them. I will die for them." And while we were yet sinners. We weren't 
looking for you. We weren't wanting you, and when you came, we were 
so preoccupied we didn't even know you were here. But you came. And 
this morning you're doing something in this service that just thrills my 
heart. This morning you're coming for people who've been looking for 
you. And you're becoming real to them. Maybe up till this hour you've 
been a fact in history. But this morning you're becoming a personal God 
and Savior. 

If you don't know God in a personal way, right there in your seat, right 
now, receive him. That's it. Let him do a miracle at this moment. Reach 
out and touch him. Let him be your God. Let him be your Savior. Let 
him be your Comforter. Let him be your strength, your peace. Just 
receive him. "But as many as received him, to them he gave the power to 
become sons of God. " The son of God who became the Son of Man that 
we who are sons of men can become sons of God. 
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With every head bowed and every eye closed as we wrap it up, how 
many of you would raise your hand now and acknowledge to me, 
" Pastor, today I've accepted this gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ. I 
personally reached out and accepted God into my life." You just 
acknowledge that to me by raising your hands across the auditorium. I 
want you to leave this morning realizing that God dwells in you. May the 
love of the Father, the grace of Jesus, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit 
be yours on this Lord's day. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 




