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LET'S CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

Luke 2:!0b-14 (Read) 

INTRO: CHRISTMAS FROM ITS VERY INCEPTION WAS INTENDED TO BE A 
"CELEBRATION" -- A TIME OF JOY AND HAPPINESS. EVEN AS "THE 
SHEPHERDS RETURNED GLORIFYING AND PRAISING GOD" SO OUR LORD 
WOULD HAVE US ENTER INTO THE JOY OF CLEBRATING CHRISTMAS. 

LET ME SUGGEST 3 PRACTICAL WAYS TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH OF 
JESUS -- THESE 3 WAYS ARE EXPRESSED IN THE WORDS, "GIVE, RECEIVE 
AND SHARE. II 

I. .G.nlE. CHRIST THE GIFT OF YOUR HEART 

-
--Matt. 2 :!lb (The Wise Men) "presented unto him gifts, gold, frank-

incense and myrrh." 
--Note: Christ wants not yours but you ! 
--ILLUS: On February 24, 1948, one of the most unusual operations in 

medical history took place in Ohio State University's department of 
research surgery. A stony sheath was removed from around the heart 
of Harr Beshara, a man thirty years of age. When only a boy he had 
been shot accidentally by a playmate with a • 2 2 caliber rifle. The 
bullet had lodged in his heart but had not caused death. However, a 
iime deposi had begun to form over the protective covering of the 
heart an gradually was strangling it. The operation was a delicate 
one involving the separation of the ribs and moving the left lung to 
one side. Then the stony coating was lifted from the heart as an 
orange is peeled. Immediately the pressure on the heart was reduced, 
and it responded by expanding and pumping normally. "I feel a thousand 
percent better already," said the patient soon after the operation_. 

There is a parable of life here. Our hearts develop a hard protective 
coating because of accidents and incidents of life. They are coated 
by the deposits of a thousand deceits and rebuffs. They are hardened 
by the pressures of circumstance. Inevitably they become smothered 
and insensitive to the divine. Ever so gradually we find it easier to 
sneer than to pray. It becomes simpler towork than to worship. Self 
satisfied, proud, often cynical, our hearts need a spiritual operation 
that only Christmas can perform when we dare to give Christ the gift 
of our heart . before the cradle of Bethlehem. 

We are like the man in the fable who had a mania for building 
one tower with eleven thousand stairs. Nothing like it had been 
made before. He was very proud. He was about to congratulate him
self on his accomplishment. Then standing on top of his tower he looked 
up and saw the stars above I 

God grant us the grace at Christmas to pause in our stair building -
our labor and our concerns -- and look up and see stars. At least see 
the one star leading to the Christ of Christmas. Our hearts should 
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be the supreme gift that we give Christ as we celebrate Christmas. 

l II. RECEIVE THE GIFT OF CHRISTIAN JOY 
"--. --Luke 2:l0b "I bring you good tidings of great joy." 

--Note: This is Christ's gift to ,you at Christmas time. Some are good 
givers but poor receivers. Chri st wants us to be a gracious receiver 
and accept his gift of Joy. 
ILLUS: One of the most dramttic scenes in European history occurred 
when Charles VIII demanded ran som from the free city of Florence. 
Capponi, the mayor, refused to give a groat. Charles thundered 
threats. "I will have my trumpets blown," he blustered. 

Capponi' s answer is immortal. "Blow your trumpets," he shouted. 
"Blow your trumpets, and we will ring our bells l" 

Charles was silent after this, for at the ringing of the bells the 
hidden army of Florence would spring into being. 

[ his story suggests the resources of the Christian in the face of 
the blustering threats of life. "Behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, ••• for unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." Thank God that ever since that 
heavenly announcement the Christian has had the bells of joy ring
ing their music of faith and hope in his heart. 

There is so much to weight us down, to burden our souls, to 
depress our minds, to undermine our spirits -- so many doubts so 
many heartaches so many regrets so many disappointments, so many 
mysteries, so many fears. In our moments of weakness their trumpets 
of defeat blow many a mournful blast. How shall we answer them save 
by the bells of joy that become real in our hearts when we celebrate 
Christmas by receiving the gift of Christian Joy? 

/"III. SHARE LOVE WITH OTHERS . L --Luke 2:17b (After the shepherds had seen baby Jesus in the manger, 
Luke says) "They made known abroad the saying which was told them 
concerning this child." . 

--Note: The•e are some things you cannot part with and indeed should net 
part with. BUT, you can and should SHARE! Love is one of these. 

--ILLUS: When we celebrate Chri stmas by giving to Christ the gift of 
our heart and by receiving from Christ the gift of Christian Joy, our 
lives are flooded with this wonderful thing called love and we must 
share it with others. 

High on a hill in Melbourne, Australia, stands a beautiful building 
known as the Shrine of Remembrance • It commemorates the people's 
sacrifice during World War I. It is a thing of beauty and majesty with 
its Doric columns, its pyramidal dome, and its landscaped terraces. 
The central hall is a great empty room lined with marble pillars. The 
only object in the room is the Stone of Remembrance a sheer sheet of 
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marble into which are cut simple words which speak beautifully of 
the power of love. Overhead in the dome is a small opening. After 
long and difficult study of the order in the universe, the architect so 
fixed the position of that opening that at exactly 11:00 o'clock in the 
morning on November 11 for one thousand years a beam of sunshine 
will pour down upon the' Stone of Remembrance and illumine the one 
word "Love" in the inscription reading "Greater Love Hath No Man." 

This is a very noble gesture of man to show his regard for love 
as one of the great forces of live. Yet at its best it is a cold and 
cheerless effort compared with the e ver-living monument arranged _ 
by the Heavenly Father to remind men through the centuries of the love 
that saves, lifts, and redeems life. For in the fullness of time the 
divine Architect of the universe caused the light of divine love to shine 
upon a child in a stable. Henceforth through all the centuries of time 
men shall stand in humility and awe at the remembrance of this event. 
It was an event that enthroned l ove as the divine law of life. 

This love is no weak and spineless thing. It does not spend itself 
in vague and quieting commonpl aces. Nor does it exhaust itself in 
tarnished tinsel and phony Santa Clauses. It is gentle, kindly, for
giving, and comforting, to be sure. But it is also strong, vital , revolu
tionary. It 1s a love that disturbs· our easygoing ways with a vision of 
God's hopes and dreams. It is a love that flames in indignation against 
greed, crime , war, vice. It is steadfastly opposed to all the ugly and 
vicious aspects of life which deny God's love and hold in contempt the 
Christ of Christmas. It is a love that laughs. It is also a love that 
weeps in agony over the cruel inhumanities and the brutal exploitations 
of life . It is a love that disturbs our narrow ideas with the awareness 
that God's gift is for all men. ·Risa lo•,c thet gives and suffe i 
aefense o~ its ewn asaiRi.t all ::who holdd t=t-n meokory and s eorn .... 

When we celebrate Christmas, this divine love is born again in our 
own hearts and homes and world. Without him life becomes stagnant 
and diseased, bitter and self-destr_uctive. God at Christmas would 
remind us that love is still supreme . He would have us know that only 
in its light and power does life have a chance to be cleansed and 
purified , redeemed and restored. 

LET'S CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS ! LET'S GIVE, RECEIVE AND SHARE ! 


