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HUMILITY AND . PRAYER 

DQ w I) , .-ff.. OA8 ~ /Jk., ~ 
~ ~e. Luke 18:9-14 f ~ r..,,.. 1v ~,,- ~ 

INTRO: "THERE IS A STORY WHICH BEGINS: , 'TWO MEN WENT 
UP INTO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY.' I LIKE THAT. PEOPLE GO TO 
THE CHURCH FOR MANY DIFFERENT REASONS. SOME GO TO 
HEAR THE SERMON. SOME GO TO HEAR THE MUSIC AND 
MAYBE TO SING THEMSELVES. SOME GO TO BE WITH OTHER 
PE0PLE. SOME GO BECAUSE AS CHILDREN THEY WERE 
CARRIED AND THEY GOT THE CHURCH-GOING HABIT. SOME 
po BECAUSE THEY FEEL THE CHURCH IS AN ESSENTIAL 
INSTITUTION IN THE COMMUNITY AND THEY KNOW THAT IF 
PEOPBE DID NOT ATTEND THE SERVICES THE CHURCH WOULD 
DIE. SO THEY GO BECAUSE THEY WANT THE CHURCH TO LIVE. 

BUT ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS FOR GOING TO CHURCH 
IS TO PRAY. THE FACT IS, PRAYER IS PART OF THE CHURCH'S 
SUPREME BUSINESS. JESUS SAID, 'MY HOUSE SHALL BE 
CALLED THE HOUSE OF PRAYER' (MATT. 21:13). 11 {When the 
HearlZis Hungry, C. Allen, P, f14) ,_,.,,,,,,,_, 1./fi.J 

BUT PRAYER APART FRO IL TY IS NO PRAYER AT 
ALL. AND THE SIMPLEST AND MOST ILL-WORDED REQUEST 
MADE TO GOD IS REAL PRAYER INDEED. THIS IS THE CENTRAL 
TRUTH IN THIS PARABLE FOUR LORD . - ( -.· r•· r 

~ ~) ~.,,.# 
I. AN OBVIOUS NEED FOR HUMILITY 
-- vs. 9 
-- NOTE: This is one of the most daring and scathing parables 

Jesus ever spoke! He always addressed himself to 
specific needs. 

"What tempests it must have stirred in them, what 
hot anger! But if it is full of biting rebuke and scorn for 
the proud and self-confident, it is equally full of courage 
and comfort for those who have lost confidence in themselves 
and are faltering and falling under the burden of their own 
self-contempt . 11 (Sermons From The Parables , C . Chappell, 
p. 102) 

As he looked at the cro'Wtl gathered around him he saw 
an obvious need for humility for they "trusted in themselves · }1 

1. Is Seen In A Misplaced Trust 
I 



-- vs. 9b "trusted in themselves that they were righteous" 
-- NOTE: 11 The Pharisee comes first, of course. tfe 

climbs the steps of the church as if the whole insti
tution were his. He passes us on his jaunty journey 
up the aisle in search of a conspicuous place, like a 
breath of wintry wind. Somehow we resent _him. It is 
very evident, also, that the Master does no;t approve 
of him. But we are not to conclude from this that there 
is no good in him at all. If he is not wholly good, no 
more is he wholly bad. None ever is. In spite of his 
glaring defects, he has some virtues. He has certain 
good qualities that ought to make some of us who 
criticize him ashamed. 

(I ). He is a devoutly religious man. He @ongs to the 
church and gives it his hearty support. By so doing 
he is casting his ¥Q:t.e., at least outwardly, on the 
side of a spiritual interpretation of life. By so doing, 
he is c;ipeo]y afficroiog it as his conviction that man 
cannot live by bread alone. By so doing, he is 
p ublicly proclaiming his faith in those forces that 
are the molders of character and the very safeguards 
of civilization .> Of course we realize that profession 
does not always guarantee performance, and that 
church lD,embecsbw does not of nece~sity make one 
a s · t. It did not do so in his case. 

ft.) He is decent and upright in his daily life.. He is 
of unquestioned iotegc~. He is booest.J.n his 
business dealings. Of course w~ are aware of the 
fact that there are those of his class who are ac
custome_d to_rob widows' houses, -bu no such c :ge 
is made against him. He dares to 1:>oast t~at ~e is 
not an extortioner, and there is no hint that he is 
not telling the truth: In addition, he ha,s kept his 

Jll acci age vows. 
(J,} He is liberal in the use of his wealth. He gives 

· tithes of all that he possesses. In so dcbing he is 
walking the path of duty. Our Lord him self is our 
authority for this. 'Ye pay tithe of mint and anise 
and cummin, ' he said on one occasion, then added, ,, 
'these ye ought to have done. ~ am aware, of course, 

r:l. (/0111~ C ~/ 
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,,> '· t at there are those tcxl.ay who remind us that we are 
not under law, but under grace. That is a ~~ry valid 
argument, too, when advanced by one who desires 
to give more than a tent h ~ It i s rather shabby, however, 
on the lips of one who desires to give less. We 
should beware of making the grace of Gcxl. to minister 
to our stinginess. If Gcxl. required a tenth of tp.e Jew 
who lived in the twilight , we ought not to expect less 
of ourselves, living as we do in the bright noonday. 
Surely an increase o opportunity does not me9n a 
lessening of obligation. Of course, one ma ti the 
and not be a saint. But while confess!n9 all this, we 
still maintain that tliis Pharisee in tithing is doing 
something commendable." (Sermons From The Parables, ' 
C. Chappell, p.103-105) 
~ Yet th0\,1gh much of what he s ays is !fue his spirit 
is all wrong! He was a proud "self-:made" man. 

11 Some of u s who feel that we are self-made are pretty 
much in love with the maker! Instead of th~nking God 
for His many blessings, this man began to tell God what 
he had been doing for Him . " (Speaking in Parables, 
R. Allen, p. 39) 

Perhaps he re_asoned like _Dizzy Dean who said, 1 1It 
ain't braggin if you done it! 1 

-- NOTE: "He is not as other me~. He i~ magnificently 
different, beautifully unique. He ha~ arrived whil~ they 
have hardly begun the journey. He is a~ the top while 
they are floundering at the bottom. No wonder he offends 
us. We resent him for one reason because we realize the 
utter falsity of his claim. He is like o~her men. To assert 
the contrary is to sho.w his own blindness. Of course, 
there are superficiql differences, but in the fundamentals 
he is the same. 11 (Sermons From The Parables, C. Chappell, · 
p. 106-107) 

-- ILLUS: Our spirit ought to be "upon the solid rock I 
stand, all other ground is sinking sand. 11 Trust ir_:i self 
reveals an obvious need for humility . 

2 . Is Revealed In AA Unbecoming Attituda 
-- vs. 9c "lmd despised others. 11 

-- NOTE: 11_Cal vin, writing on this parable, said: 1 Christ 

reproves and condemns two s ins - improper confidence 

< 



in ourselves, and pride in despising others . " (All The 
Parables Of The Bible H. Lockyer, p. 301-302) 

- NOTE: "Havi ng no.fault o ind with himself, he ha.s 
noth ing good to say for hi s brother . That is too often 

'f 

the case . It s e e ms to be a rule that the more we commend 
ourse lves, the greater our condemnation of others; the 
better we think of ourselves, the worse we think of others 

What does this paragon think of other men? He divide 
them roughly into three group·s, 'extortioners , unjust, 
adulterers.' Of course h:e tefoices that he is not like 
them. Then his roving eye lights upon a woeful looking 
fellow who is beating himself upon his breast while he 
sobs out hi s tearful appeal for mercy. At once he drags 
him into his prayer. He is e specially thankful that he 
i s not like him. How utterly blind he is, and what a 
jolt it would have given him had he realized that he was 
look ing with proud superiority upon one whose groping 
after God wa s ever:i t hen making all heaven pulsate with 
halleluj ah s! But his gaze is so fixed upon the publican 
that he fail s to see the penitent. 

No only does tfi:1s unique piece of gerfection find 
his fellows utterly lacking, but he is so heartless that 
he can look upon their bankruptcy w ithout a pang. When 
he declares that other men are extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, there i s no hint of a sob in hi, voice . On 
the contrary, he seems to rejoice over it. One spring, 
years ago, we were in the midst of a terrible drought. 
It looked as if the crops were going to be an utter 
failure. A small boy came forward with this word of 
encouragement. 'There is one good thing, Father,' he 
said with e nthusiasm, 'if we don 't make anything, no
body else will. ',/What a consolation ! Such is the fait h 
of the Phari see! For he believes that the failure of the 
other fe llow adds to hi s success, that his brother' s 
sickness guarantees his own health. ) He is building his 
!!gpes of s,alvatioR-upon two very fa_ulty found ations -
upon hi s owng oodne s §i and upon the other f:.:::e:=.ll~o~w~· --""'""I~ 
(Sermons From The Parables, C. Chappell, pp. 107-109) 

& 

1 II· AN ABJECT LACK OF HUMILITY 
-- vss. 11-12 
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-- EXEGESIS: It is interesting to notice that he "prayed thus 
with HIMSELF." "['me prayer is _always offered to God 
and to God alone. A certain American cynically described 
a preacher's prayer as 'the most eloquent prayer ever 
offered to a Boston audience.' The Pharisee was really 
giving himself a testimonial before God." (The Gospel 
of Luke, W. Barclay, p. 232) 

How many of our prayers are with O.URSEINES? 
1 . Is Voiced In The Prayer of Self- ongratulation /,fnwd 
-- vs. 11 r-St-,,11,l1Vfl.R- \15ovl C<Jlff.f;fde,l,,.:1-«l>f { f/()u/.(4-v4t.Ml.lC T'_.'5,,, 

- NOTE: "The Bible says he was talking to himself, not 
to God. And he didn't object to other people hearing 
him, s ince he was talking primarily for them. He was 
parading his religion. 11 (Speaking in Parables, R. Allen, 
p. 39) 

-- NOTE: "One of the men wasted his time because his 
prayer utterly failed. He was not a bad man. In fact, 
he was a very fine man. He went to church, he observed 
the religious customs of his day, he gave a tithe of 
hi s income and, no doubt, he lived an upright life , But 
in spite of all his good points, God refused to hear 
his prayer. 

What was the reason for his failure ? He did not 
feel the need of God. He was conceited. He failed to 
heq.r Jesus .say- 'Blessed are the poor in spirit' (Matt. 
5:3). The truth is he did not look to God at all. Instead, 
he did what a lot of people do today, he picked out a 
few of his fellowmen who had failed and compared 
himself to them, saying, 'God, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are.' Tha.t man was not praying, he 
wa§_ just bra_gging , lovis Chappell points out that 
he had a good eye on him self, a bad eye on his fellows , 
c;.nd no eye at all on God." (When The Heart Is Hungry, 
C. Allen, pp. 46-47) 

-- APPLY: JIGod I thank thee that I've won 1 souls to 
Christ. this week! " 

'GQd, I thank thee that illY. Sunday school class is 
growing!" 

"God, I thank thee that ..!!!Y child has not gone wrong! " 
{yet) 

2. Is Expressed In The Spirit of Self-Infatuation 
-- vs. 12 L:';' 



-- EXEGESIS : In verses 11 & 12 there are 5 11 I 1 s 11 • e 
was a "Super Christi an 11 

, . Le_. "Fa ~ -~,;.p t!l~ ~ t,;c,,tly 
-- NOTE: "I think of at least three rea ons wh it is L~ 
-- 77' 114i4 Mq-( ff • · 
wrong to pick out some fellow ,who has not done as well 
as you and feel superior to him. 
(1) You may be wrong because that fellow may be doing 

a lot better than you . God judges in the light of 
all the c ir cumstance s of one• s l i fe. Maybe, when 
everything is considered , that fellow is doing far 
better than you are. 

(2 ) Compari ng yourself with someone who seemi ngly 
has not done as well as you, makes you conceited. 
Conceit i s _the mo.st fatal of all spir itua l disea ses. 

(3) It is an insult to God. Richard Baxter, as he watched 
some poor wretch go off to prison s a id , 'There but 
for the g race of God , go I. 1 Maybe God gave you 
more talents and better opportuniti es. M a ybe He 
has poured His blessings more free ly upon you. The 
very fact that you are gett ing along better t han 
somebod y else should drive you to your k nees in 
thank sgiving. 

If you feel any conceit, it is because y o u have 
been looking down. A mountain shames a molehill 
until both are humbled by the stars. Look up to God. 11 

· (When The Heart I s Hungry , C. Alle n, pp. 47-48) 

j III. AN OPEN DISP1A OF HUMILITY 
-- vs. 13 -
-- EXEGESIS: Notice that where the Pharisee used 5 personal 

pronouns, t he Publican used only o n e -- and then only to 
c all him s e lf a s inne r ! 
1 . Reverence Toward God 
--vs. 13a 
-- NOTE: "But where there is no sense of sin, we may 

be pe rfectly sure t hat the re is no sense of God. " . 
(Se rmons From The Parables, C. Chappell, p. 109) 

11 Two men went up into the temple to pray. 1 Of 
course, one can pray anywhere - kneeling at his bedsid e , 
walking down the street, while washing the d ishes -
but there is no place one can pray as effectively as 

kneeling in 1the house of prayer. • There we have the 

£ 
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7 place, the atmosphe_re, the guidance and the inspiration. 11 

(When The Heart Is Hungry,_ C. Allen, pp. 45-46) 
And as we bow with our own unworthiness, over

whelmed by the worth ·,of God, no more open display of 
humility may be seen. In this story, one man failed in 
prayer and the other succeeded. And the difference 
is found in their attitudes toward God. 

2. Honesty About Self n,..~ 1 ,., • 
13b ~-~ ~ / /),~ 

-- vs. 
-- EXEGESIS: "The Authorised Version does not .even do 

justice to his humility for he prayed, 10 God, be 
merciful to me - the sinner, 1 as if he was not merely 
.§. sinner, but the sinner par excellence." ( The Gospel 
of Llike, W. Barclay, p. 2 33) 

-- NOTE: "Here was -a Jew, exiled from the Jewish com
munity because he had sold himself out to the Romans 
by collecting taxes. Beca1.!,se this was one of those ·obs 
that lent itself to excess, he had taken more than his 
share until he was labeled as an extortionist. Finally 
he couldn't live with himself anymore. So he came to 
the house of God, asking for cleansing. Jesus tells us 
that 'the publican _ ... would not lift up so much as his 
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, 
God be merciful to me a sinner' (v. 13). 

In some ways this is the petfect pr y_er - perfect in 
the sense that this man realized his guilt; perfect in the 
sense that he thirsted after God and righteousness; 
perfect in the sense that he realized that only God could 
save and forgive him. 

David confessec;L ~I have sinned. 1 Th~ prodigal son 
admitted, 'I have sinned. 1 'I have sinned I Js the 12erfect 
confession, and until we are willing to make such an 
admission of guilt, forgiveness will not be ours. 11 

(Speaking in Parables, R. Allen, p. 41) 
-- NOTE: 11 If you want to know you,rself, you must have 

a standard. And when this standard is applied the 
differences between the two figures become apparent. 

T e Pharisee measures himself by looking downward 
when he tries to determine his rank before God. He 
chooses the bad publican as a standard.'' (The Waiting 

Father, H. Thielicke, p. 131) 
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:the puollcan looks upward not to a man better 
than he, but to a God who is absolute!¥. perfect. In 
light of the perfection of God he sees and confesses 
h i s own imperfection. H~ is honest about himself! 

N. THE "\]LTJMATE END OF HUMILITY 
. -- vs. 14 
-- EXEGESIS: 

are on their way home. 
men whose prayers we have just heard ? The Pharisee 
has rec.eived naked nothing. How pathetic! What a . 
tragedy to st and i tpe presence of a loving God who i s 
infin itely eager and infin.itely able to give and then go 
away unhelped and unblessed! Why_was this all that came a 
a result of his prayer? It was not because God did not 
love him. It was rather that he refused to take what God 
so longed -to g ive. 'If any man thirst,' said Jesus 'let 
him come to me and drink . ' -How do we drink ? It is not a 
mere :2roce s s of drawing water into the mouth, a wise man 
told me years. ago. lt. is the creating of a vacuum inside 
the mouth , then the atmospheric pressure drives t he water 
in. This Pharisee had no vacuum. He was too full of 
self. here fore there wa-s room for Christ in his heart. 

Not only did he go away no better than he came, but 
worse. His self-satisfaction made him a vi ctim of 
arrested development. The. man who is as good as he 
desi res to -be will get no better. He who has climbed as 
far up the hill as he wishes tMlimb will go no higher . 

.z But if this prey~r-meeting w,a.s.. a· fail.ure so far as the 
Phari see was concerned , it was an amazing success for 
the publican." (Sermons From the Parables , C. Chappell, 
,t:p. 111-113) 
1 . Justificati n 1 1 ', 
-- vs. 14a t 3"vN - it - :reli'1 · •, 
-- NOTE:_, "The other man who went to church to pray_ went 

home 'j usti fied. ' That means all of his sins were wiped 
away, that a right relationship w ith God was restored. 
Nothing is more wonderful than to be justi fied by God. 
It means the burdens of the conscience are lifted, our 
haunting fears are d riven out, we are given new freedom 
-happiness-peace. 



That man's prayer was a great success~ I want to 
find out more about it. As I read the story I find he was 
an outcast. That is encouraging. It indicates that no 
matter who you are or what you have done, you still 
have God's permission to come into His presence and 
talk to Him. " (When The Heart Is Hungry, C . Allen, p. 4f) 

"He was not satisfied to merely say a prayer. He 
rather made of his prayer a hand to open the door into 
the secret place of the Most High. He came to a 
genuine realization of God. Therefore he went down to 
his house pardoned, cleansed, reborn. And surely 
that is just the experience for which our hearts are 
hungry." (Sermons From The Parables, C. Chappell, 
p. 113) 

2 • Exaltation 
-- vs. 14b 
-- NOTE: "Let us join him in his humble prayer, 'God 

be merciful to me a sinner.' Do not hesitate. Do not 
think for a moment that you do not need to pray it. It 
is a universal prayer. It befits the worst of us and also 
the best of us . If you cannot pray it, you have no part 
in Christ's Gospel. He has not come to call the righteous , 
but sinners. He is out after the lost. And that takes us 
all in. 'If we say we have no sin, we deceive ours elves , 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, 
he is fa ithful and just to forgive our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 111 (Sermons From 
The Parables, C. Chappell, p. 113) 

And the ultimate end of those who humble them
selves before God and man is an exaltation by God in 
the presence of man. 

CON: "THERE ARE CERTAIN THINGS ABOUT PRAYER WHICH THIS 
PARABLE UNMISTAKABLY TELLS US. 

1. NO MAN WHO IS PROUD CAN PRAY. THE GATE OE 
HEAVEN IS SO LOW THAT NONE CAN ENTER IT SAVE UPON HIS 
KNEES . . 

2 . NO MAN WHO DESPISES HIS FELLOW MEN CAN PRAY. 
IN PRAYER WE DO NOT LIFT OURSELVES ABOVE OUR FELLOW 
MEN. WE REMEMBER THAT WE ARE ONE OF A GREAT ARMY OF 
SINNING I SUFFERING I SORROWING HUMANITY. 

q 



12 
3. TRUE PRAYER COMES FROM SETTING OUR LIVES BESIDE 

THE LIFE OF GOD. NO DOUBT ALL THAT THE PHARISEE SAID 
WAS TRUE. HE DID FAST; HE DID METICULOUSLY GIVE TITHES; 
HE WAS NOT AS OTHER MEN ARE; STILL LESS WAS HE LIKE 
THAT TAX-COLLECTOR. BUT THE QUESTION IS NO , 

ONCE I MADE A JOURNEY IN THE TRAIN 
DOWN TO ENGLAND. AS WE PASSED THROUGH THE YORKSHIRE 
MOORS I SAW A LITTLE WHITEWASHED COTTAGE AND IT SEEMEI 
TO ME TO SHINE WITH AN ALMOST RADIANT WHITENESS. 
SOME DAYS LATER I MADE THE JOURNEY BACK TO SCOTLAND. 
THE SNOW HAD FALLEN, AND WAS LYING DEEP ALL AROUND. 
WE CAME AGAIN TO THE LITTLE WHITE COTTAGE, ~ UT THIS 
TIME ITS WHITENESS SEEMED DRAB AND SOILED AND ALMOST 
GREY - IN COMPARISON WITH THE VIRGIN WHITENESS OF THE 
DRIVEN SNOW T ALL DEPENDS WHAT WE COMPARE OURSELVE: 
WITH. AND WHEN WE SET OUR LIVES BESIDE THE WONDER 
OF THE LIFE OF JESUS, AND BESIDE THE HOLINESS OF GOD, 
THEN ALL THAT IS LEFT TO SAY IS, 'GOD BE MERCIFUL TO 
ME - THE SINNER. 111 (The Gospel Of Luke, W. Barclay, 
pp. 2 33-2 34) 

II AM I AS GOOD AS MY FELLOW MEN? I THE 
QUESTION IS, 'AM I AS GOOD AS GOD?' 

{O 
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