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THE VALUE OF PERSISTENT PRAYER 

Scripture: Luke 18:1-8 

INTRO: PRAYER IS NOT A 11 GET-RICH-QUICK 11 GIMMICK! YET 
JESUS SAID, 11 ASK AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN THEE. 11 BUT, HOW 
MANY TIMES SHOULD I PRAY FOR SOMETHING? 

JESUS ANSWERED THAT QUESTION WITH A STORY ABOUT 
A POOR WIDOW WHO PLED HER CASE BEFORE AN UNJUST 
JUDGE. THIS IS ONE OF ONLY TWO PARABLES IN WHICH 
JESUS STATES IN AD VANCE THE REASON FOR TEACHING THE 
PARABLE. 

11 JESUS TELLS US THAT 11 MEN OUGHT ALWAYS TO PRAY, 
AND NOT TO FAINT 11 (LUKE 18:1). TO FAINT MEANS TO QUIT. 
ONE CAN ALLOW BITTERNESS, OR DISAPPOINTMENT, OR LACK 
OF UNDERSTANDING, OR HOPELESSNESS TO TURN HIM AWAY 
FROM GOD. AND THOUGH GOD'S ANSWER MAY BE BETTER 
THAN ANYTHING WE HAD DREAMED OF, BECAUSE WE HAVE 
TURNED FROM HIM, WE FAIL TO GET THAT ANSWER AND THERE=._ 
BY MISS THE SUPREME BLESSING OF LIFE FOR US. 

PERSISTENT PRAYER DOES TWO THINGS: IT CHANGES THE 
COURSE OF EVENTS, AND SECOND, IT CHANGES US. (When 
the Heart is Hungry, C. Allen, p. 53) 

JACOB WRESTLED WITH THE ANGEL UNTIL THE BLESSING 
CAME AT DAWN. THE DESCIPLES TARRIED IN JERUSALEM 
UNTIL THEY WERE ENDUED WITH POWER. JESUS PRAYED UNTIL 
"HIS SWEAT BECAME AS IT WERE, GREAT DROPS OF BLOOD 
FALLING ON THE GROUND 11 • 

110UR WORLD IS NOT A RIGID, FIXED, MECHANICAL THING. 
T IS A SPIRITUAL UNIVERSE, GOVERNED BY POWERFUL FORCES 
AR BEYOND THE PRESENT UNDERSTANDING OF MANKIND. 
SUS SO UNDERSTOOD THE GOVERNING FORCES OF THE WORLD 

HAT HE COULD SPEAK TO THE WINDS AND WAVES AND THEY 
BEYED HIS VOICE. HE COULD HEAL SICKNESS IN A MOMENT'S 
ASH, HE COULD MAKE THE BLIND SEE, THE CRIPPLE WALK, 

N THE DEAD LIVE. 11 (When the Heart is Hungry, C. Allen, 
53-54) 

11 HOW MANY TIMES SHOULD I PRAY FOR SOMETHING? 11 

11 UNTIL THE ANSWER COMES ! 11 THAT IS WHAT JES US IS SAYING 
IN THIS STORY. "KEEP ON PRAYING -- DON'T GIVE UP! 11 

CHRIST SAYS THIS IS WHAT YOU "OUGHT" TO DO. YOU 
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OWE IT TO GOD, YOU OWE IT TO OTHERS AND YOU OWE 
IT TO YOURSELF -- NEVER TO BREAK DOWN (TO "FAINT") 
BUT M..,WAYS TO PRAY. 

BUT CHRIST IS NOT SAYING THAT WE MUST KEEP ON AS 
THOUGH GOD WERE UNWILLING TO LISTEN. HE IS M..,WAYS 

J LISTENING. WE HAVE NO NEED TO KEEP ON AS THOUGH GOD 
WERE RELUCTANT. HE IS NEVER RELUCTANT. PERSISTENT 
PRAYER IS NOT INTENDED TO CHANGE GOD FOR IT IS NOT 
GOD WHO NEEDS TO BE CHANGED, BUT WE! AND THIS IS THI 
VM..,UE OF PERSISTENT PRAYER! 

· I. PATIENCE IS PERFECTED 
-- NOTE: When we receive no quick reply to our prayers we 

are tempted· to have some hard thoughts toward God ' and 
to say with the · storM tost disciples, 11 Carest hou ot 
that we perish? 11 But the Bible encourages us to: 

-- Psalm 27:14 11 Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and 
he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord. 

-- NOTE: Patience was certainly required on the part of this 
widow as she pled with the unjust judge. 

111He feared neither God nor man. As for God, he laughed 
at Him and accompanied double-dealing with blasphemy. 
As for man, what cared he for public opinion? To such 
a judge there came a widow pleading her wrongs '.>The Bible 
repeated reference to widows is proof enough that their fate 
was frequently pitiable. Many were browbeaten or cheated 
out of their scanty ownings. Jesus' flaming wrath against 
the scribe s who "de voured widows' houses, and for a pre
tence made long prayers, 11 points to a form of rapacity that 
had become a public scandal. His tender tribute to the 
widow woman who gave her whole meager living as a 
Temple gift is other in tanc7 of His sol~citude for 
hood . 7 ~ V. .I.L.- ..... / I '- . 
.::> There is a firmly rooted legend that Joseph died while 
Jesus was young, leaving to Mary the care of the hungry 
brood. Perhaps the beginning of the public ministry of 
Jesus waited not only for the due preparation of His own 
spirit, but also for the fulfillment of His duty as a bread
winner for the family. Perhaps Mary was the "widow" of 
this parable. It is at least a permissible conjecture. 

::> There were only three ways of dealing with such a judge as 
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is described; he could be 'bribed, bullied, or besought 
untill he surrendered. The widow had no wealth with which 
to bribe him, and no power with which to threaten. She 
could only plead with the ersistence of despair. So she 
pleade even against hope. She entreated the judge at his 
tribunal . She waylaid him as he went home. Wherever he 
might go, there she would be, waiting to pour her intoler
able tale of woe upon him. He could not escape her. At 
last, for his own comfqrt (he knew no law but his own 
gain) he did as she asked; it was the only way to be rid 
of her: 'Though I fear not God, nor regard man; yet be
cause this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest 
she wear me out by her continua.! coming . 111 (Parables 
of Jesus, G. Buttrick, pp. 168-169) 

Thtough her persistent requests her patienc~ grew strong 
er and stronger until the judge realized he was facing an 
ever increasing crescendo of persistency and her patience 
triumphed over his unconcern. Her patience had been 
perfected! 

-- Rom. 5:3b-5a "Tribulation worketh PATIENCE, and patience, 
experience; and experience, hope: and hope maketh not 
ashamed" (L.B. "Then when that happens, we are able to 
hold our heads high no matter what happens and know that 
all is well") 

II. HUMILITY IS DEEPENED-~ lt/,?1,v../- :Jf/0&-Ef 
-- NOTE: Just think how difficult it would be to remain humble 

if every time we ask God for something He would give it 
to us immediately and- witho.ut question. We would surely 
become shallow, cocky, selfish persons! · · ~ . hikl-w-ith
m~ There is something in the experience of pers i st. t 

rayer that has a deepening effect on humility '!V~~,¾b> n 
- APPLY: " t is clear that Jesus regarded prayer as e simple 

outpouring of human need. It may take many forms A- anks -
9iving, confession, adoration, or intercession; but a 
these forms are but variants of the cry of human poverty. 
Thanksgiving is the cry of need - the acknowledgment that 
the cry has been heard, and the need supplied. Confession 
is the cry of need - ra,gs and filthiness seeing a Throne and 
bewailing with piteous entreaties:' Woe is me! for mine 

eyes have seen the King.' Adoration is the cry of need -



I awe-filled wonder and praise for the All-Fair, the All-Holy, 
the All-Loving God. Intercession is the cry of need - love 
feeling the need of others and pleading for them.LI 

Prayer is not a mere form prescribed for those who would 
be religious, nor a magic shibboleth whose recital will 
bestow any ~lessing we may chance to covet. It is a move
ment of our spirits to God's Spirit, as inevitable as a tide 
swinging to the rhythm of the moon. It is the instinctive 
cry of human need. It will not come to God with proud or 
irreverent speech, but it will come in humility. At its most 
intense it will resemble the importunate plea of the Widow 
before the cruel Judge. 11 (Parabies of Jesus, G. Buttrick, 
p. 173) 

III. PURPOSES ARE CLARIFIED 
- - NOTE: We may be quite sincere when we first start praying 

about a need -- but our purposes may be wrong or unclear. 
Through persistent-prayer our purposes are clarified. 

- - James 4:3 11 Ye ask, and re ce ive not, because ye ASK AMISS 
(Your purpose is wrong) that ye may consume it upon your 
lusts. 11 

-- APPLY: We are to be as specific in our prayers to God as 
the widow was in her daily petition to the judge. Olten our 
prayers are too general and aimless. 

"Mrs. Browning tells us, 'Every wish, with God, is a 
prayer,' but frequently our wishes need to be cleansed and 
purified. It is true that Go 'knoweth what things we have 
need of,' but it is just as true that often we ourselves do not 
know. We just think we know and mercifully God withholds 
an answer until we come with the ri ht re uest. It is often 
said that 'No' is an answer, but 'No' is never the final ans
wer. God has a glorious 'Yes', and we must keep on asking 
until that 'Yes I comes, To merely accept God's 'No' is to 
accept defeat. 

Paul asked God for the chance to preach in Bythinia. 
God said 'No, 1 but Paul kept on asking until he got a 'Yes.' 
The 'Yes I was to go into Macedonia. There Paul did his 
greatest work. If he had stopped on the 'No, 1 we would 
never have heard of him. 

If God says 'No' to our prayer, it does not mean we 
should stop praying. It means that we keep raying until we 
find the prayer to which He can say 'Yes.' The supreme 



r l/ K YO.J 1::.s 1t t. ,.__ Lttl(..Lr -1 L . 
object of prayer is not the attainment of some desire, but 
rather is it to know God. Knowing God, we know His 
Purposes and knowing His purposes, we desire them above 
our own. And desirJng His purposes, it then becomes safe 
for God to entrust us with His power. But God will not 
give us His power for unworthy uses." (When the Heart is 
Hungry, C. Allen, pp 55-56) 

V. MOTIVES ARE PURGED 
-- NOTE: The motive of this widow is clearly stated in verse 

3. Had her motives been\Nrong they would have surely been 
purged by so long a time of pleading. Her motive is that 
justice be done. 

/ (' 'Do me justice of my adversary) The rendering 'avenge 
me' is liable to be misunderstood. In common thought it is 
too much like 'revenge me,' as if a vindictive element en
tered into her spirit and plea. The Judge of all the earth 
has no respect or ersons. His own children cannot beguite 
or cajole Him into favouring them unfairly. He will do them 
justice, but nothing else. Therefore that which they ask 
must be strictly according to His laws, for it is onlV if 
we ask anything according to His will He heareth 
us ... and whatsoever we ask we receive of Him, because 
we keep His commandments, and do the things that are 
pleasing in His sight' (I John 5: 14, 15; 3 :21, 22). 'Who 
shall ascend into the hill of Jehovah?- and who shall stand 
in His holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart' (Ps. 24:3, 4). \ In thd:s matter of appeal to God the 
same conditions rule under the gospel as under the law: 'I 
de sire therefore that the men pray in every place, lifting up 
holy hands, without wrath and doubting' (I Tim. 2:8). 
(The Parabolic Teaching of Scripture, G. Lang, p. 2 72) 

Our hands, our hearts our motives must be "clean" and 
"pure" and persistent prayer has a purging effect on unholy 
motives. 

V. HEARTS ARE FREED FROM INSINCERITY 
-- APPLY: One thing is for sure, Iryou are not REALLY sincere 

about your request you will soon grow weary and stop pray
ing about it. Persistent prayer frees our hearts from in-

sincerity! ( 



-- NOTE: There was not a trace oI insincerity in the plea of 
this widow. She was in de d earnest and the judge knew it! 

-- NOTE: "What is the answer for the problem of unanswered 
prayer? 

The fault may be in us. It may be insincerity. e 
remember that Jesus warns us that i we refuse to forgive 
others, God will not forgive us (Matt. 6: 15) . And the 
Psalmist says, 'If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me' (66:18). Because of our own refusal to do our
selves what we ask God to do, because of our refusal to 
face the sin of our own lives, because of asking for the 
wron reasons we do not g:et the answer we , ask for.> The 
first prayer, and the beginning of every prayer, should be 

- 1 Search me, 0 God, and know my heart: try me and know 
my thoughts 1 (Psalm 139 :23). God makes the sun to shine, 
but if the window in our house is dirty, God will not make 
the sun come through. The darkness in your room may not 
be a cause for asking God to make the sun shine brighter. 
Rather it may be a cause for you to wash your windows. 

The darkness of your soul ,. and_ the littleness which 
you have received, the confusion in which you live, may 
not be because God has not answered, it may be because 
you are unwilling to receive. 11 (When the He art i s Hungry, 
C. Allen, p. 58) 

- APPLY: "This truth shines clear, whatever else may remain 
uncertain: Our prayers must be freed of insincerity and the 
trivial spirit before heaven I s bounty is unlocked. A plea 
for pardon cannot be erfunctory; it must beat with bruised 
hands before the door is opened! A prayer of intercession 
is - t honored of God if its compassion is choked or thin; 
it must besiege CTrod in the fullness of its love! -There is 
no grace bestowed upon a cheap and insincere devotion. 11 

(Parables of Jesus, G. Buttrick, p. 175) 
And continuar , persistent rayer will always free us from 

the crippling power of insincerity in prayer. 

VI. FAITH IS STRENGTHENED 
-- NOTE: Rather than this widow's faith wearing thin, it 

grew stronger and stronger as day by day she kept on plead
ing with the judge . She knew that ·n spite of all the .dis-

couraging circumstances God would answer and the cause of 
righteousness would triumph! 
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-- Hebrews 11: 1 "Now faith is the substance of things HOPED 
FOR, the evidence of things NOT SEEN." 

- NOTE: "Jesus spent long hours in prayer. In the night
time He sought the lonely mountain side and there wrestled 
with God. That power and peace came to Him through 
such vigils is attested by the disciples' plea: 'Lord , 
teach us to pray. 111 (Parables of Jesus, G. Buttrick, p .172 ) 

-- Isa iah 40:31 "But they that WAI.T UPON THE LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up wtth wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 
w alk , and not fa int . " 

VII. REQUESTS ARE GRANTED 
-- vs. s,17 & Sa 
-- EXEGESIS: . '"Weary me' means 'to wear out, 1 to come to 

blows, to strike under the eyes, to bruise me. Literally 
the phrase means, 'Come to blows and give me a pair of 
black eyes. 1 Well, her persistency prevailed, and in the 
end she got from the reluctant judge the justice she needed 
and deserved. 11 CAll The Parables of the Bible, H. Lockyer, 

. 300) 
- NOTE: "If a heartless judge will avenge a widow becaus e 

of her irl!_portunity, will not the kind God avenge His own 
children? Such is the assurance given unto those who in 
the persistence of felt need knock at heaven I s door. It 
is given on the authority of Jesus. It rests for sure sup
port upon the integrity and compassion of His soul." 
(Parables of Jesus, G. Buttrick, p. 175) 

-- IL S: "One of the greatest saints of all time was Augustine 
He tells how his mother, Monica, went to the church and 
prayed all one night that God would not let him sail for 
Italy. He was a wild youth and she feared for h im to come 
under the influence of the wicked city of Rome. She wanted 
to keep him near that she might lead him to Christ. 

God said 1no 1 to her prayer and refused to prevent , 
Augustinevfrom sailing, ~but she kept on prayi ng for her 
son. in Rome he went to hear the great Ambrose preach and 
he became a Christian. Later, Monica was glad God let 
her son go, and that after he left she continued to pray 
until the answer came. 11 (When the Heart is Hungry, 

C. Allen, p. 60) 



CON: "THE WIDOW DID NOT PREVAIL BECAUSE OF HER ELO
Q UENCE OR ELABORATE PLEA. HER WORDS WERE FEW, EIGill 
ONLY, 'I PRAY THEE AVENGE ME OF MINE ADVERSARY.' HER 
C RY WAS SHORT AND EXPLICIT. SHE HAD NOTHING TO SAY 
ABOUT HER WIDOWHOOD, HER FAMILY, OR DIVINE JUDGE
MENT UPON UNJUST JUDGES. ALL SHE WANTED WAS ONE 
THING - JUSTICE METED O UT TO HER ADVERSARY. J.D. 
DRYSDALE HAS THE PERTINENT THOUGill , 'WORDS ARE CUM
BERSOME IN PRAYER. IT OFTEN HAPPENS THAT AN ABUNDANCE 
OF WORDS REVEALS A SCARCITY OF DESIRES. VERBIAGE IN 
PUBLIC PRAYER IS GENERALLY NOTHING BETTER THAN A MIS 
ERABLE FIG-LEAF WITH WHICH TO COVER UP THE NAKEDNESS 
OF AN UNAWAKENED SOUL. LET US KEEP OUR LONG PRAYERS 
FOR THE SECRET PLACE, AND OUR SHORT ONES FOR THE 
PUBLIC GALLERY, LEST WE COME UNDER THE CONDEMNATION 
OF THE MAN WHO STOOD AND PRAYED THUS WITH HIMSELF!' 

GOD HAS ASSURED US THAT HE HEARS AND ANSWERS 
PRAYER, AND THIS SHOULD INDUCE US TO CONTINUE ASKING11 

(All The Parables Of The Bible, H. Lockyer, p. 301) 
"G0D MOVES IN MYSTERIOUS WAYS 

HIS WONDERS TO PERFORM • ••. 11 

-- vs . 8b (read) 
7 SHALL HE FIND THIS FAITH IN YOU. IS IT THERE TODAY . 

KEEP ON PRAYING AND GOD'S ANSWER WILL COME IN TIME! 
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