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THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR STEWARDSHIP 

Scripture: Luke 16:1-2; & I Cor. 4 :2 ''It is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful." 

Intro. : FOR A e~~~)N TO Wl'¥$I~ HIMSELF IMPORTANT IS BUT 
NATURAL. WHETHER IN THE ..FN-Ol ON THE WORKING FORCE,OR IN TH 
CX)MMUNITY, YOU TEND TO THINK OF YOURSELF AS IMPORTANT, SINCE 
YOU REALIZE THAT YOU ARE A VITAL PART OF EACH OROUP. u;_~ 
DAY ~ljQI !LD EVER CDME IN OUR GREAT NATION WHEN INDIVIDUALS FAIL 
TO COUNT THEMSELVES AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF IT AND AS A RESULT 
REFRAIN FROM VOTING OR VOICING THEIR OPINION, THEN THE DOOM OF 
OUR NATION AND OF OUR DEMOCRACY IS SEALED. 

BT ElE IZE YOUR IMPORTANCE IN ALL THESE 
FIELDS, MANY TIMES YOU FAIL TO REALIZE YOUR IMPORTANCE TO YOUR 
CHURCH. YOU AS ~JA~ER E LAND NECESSARY PART OF 
YOUR CHURCH. IF YOU EALIZE YOUR · IMPORTANCE TO 
IT, THE DOOM OF YOUR CHURCH IS SEALED AND ITS USEFULNESS IS 
CUT BRASTICALLY. IN REALIZING_ YOUR IMPORTANCE, YOU SHOULD 
ALSO REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF~ UR STEWARDSHIP, FOR YOUR 
STEWARDSHIP IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO THE KINGDOM OF CDD. 

I. TO YOU 
--~: The stewardship of the man in our text suddenly 

became very important to him. Whether or not he had 
been a good steward would determine his retaining his 
position. 

1. Since I t Developes · A Clear Conscience \ owaf d God 
- -Mal. 3:8 "Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. 

But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings. 

(1) Which finds joy in giving 
--II Cor. 9:7 "God loveth a cheerful giver." 

(2) Which enables you to enjoy what is left 
~~~· · How can a Christian enjoy a new home, a new 

car, a vacation, new appliances, or even the 
needs of life when he knows he has purchased 
these things not with his own money, but with 
money that belongs to God. 

-- E,;IJJ§.: What is the difference in God's sight be
tween a burglar who breaks into the church and 
steals the Lord's money after it is given and 
a Christian who steals it before it is given? 

2. Since It Br·n B ssi s From God 
--Mal. 3:lOb "Prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 



hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it." 

(1) Which are reserved only for the faithful 
--Exeg; "Prove me now • • • if I will not." God's 

choicest blessing comes upon only those who wil l 
give God a chance to prove his promise by being 
faithful in this matter. 

(2) Which will more than meet 
--•ithere shall not be 

G i 
Cor. 8:7 "Theref9re, as ye abound in everything, 
in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all 
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye 
abound in THIS GRACE ALSO." 

(1) That can come only thru TOTAL obedience 
--II Cor. 8:7c "see that ye abound in ••• " 
--~ : Paul lists several graces in which we are 

to grow. To neglect any one of them is ~. not 
TOTAL obedience and thus is to impair your 
spiritual growth. i.e. faith, witnessing, 
learning more about Christ, faithfulness, and 
love for fellow Christians. 

--Eph. 4:15 admonishes us to "grow up into him in 
ALL things." 

--~ "Stewardship is not primarily to heighten 
the giving but to deepen the living." 

(2) That will enable you to live a more victorious 
life 

- -Phil. 4: 13 "I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.u 

--~ : A group ~ p;n1plQ was climbing the Alps. 

I I. IO OT HERS 

Two men tried to go higher than the rest and 
were lost forever. Their friends said: "When 
lc1.st seen, they were going toward the heights." 

--~ : The steward~ s : stewardship was important to others. 
If he had failed in his trus~others would feel the 
consequence also. His stewardship, of necessity, 
involved others. 

1. Because I I 
--II Cor. 8:8 " I speak not by commandment, but by 

occasion of the forwardne.ss of others, and TO PROVl 
the sincerity of your love. " 

(1) Which you have for Christ 
--John 14:23a "Jesus answered and said unto him, If 

a man love me. he will keeo mv words." 



G ~A~ e,0 

--IEOOS: Difficulty of lost person ' s understanding 
the kind of love that leads a person to live in 

f'i, C T' finery and compels God's work to live in poverb 
V oO'"'CJ ' ' --nq,s: Out of 1460, 241 overpaid, 68 even, 408 

II 107. underpaid, 373 nothing, 1st 1/4. 
THE TITHE 

3;). P, o/ ,1 /), , wfi n I look up at the cross 

1 

Where God's great steward suffered loss 
Of life, and shed His blood for me 
A trifling thing it seems to be, 
To pay a tithe, dear Lord, to Thee, 
Of time or talent, wealth or store-
Full well I know I owe Thee more ! 
BJJt tfiat just the reason why 
I lift my heart to God on high 
And pledge Thee by this portion small 
My life, my love, my all in all. 
Tnls age tithe at Thy cross 
I know as gold, must seem but dross 
But in my heart, Lord, thou dost see 
How it has pledged my all to Thee 
That I a steward true may be. 

(2) Which you have for a lost world 
--II Cor. 8 : 9 "For ye know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that, tho he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich." ? --U-frfl§ : Missionary and little drowned boy in 
Africa - weeping. -- "It means that they love 
us . 11 

--~ ·: 507 signed a card as a tither, yet only 
309 have paid their pledges. What about the 
other almost 200? 

2. ~~,ilBo~~'"""*''--~~ ...... -~,.........._.d 
--Matt. 25 :40b 11 Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 

of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me ." 

(1) Of salvation 
--Rom. 10 : 13-J.5a ''For whosoever shall call upon the 

name of the Lord shall be saved. How then can 
they call on him in whom they have not believec 
and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without 
a preacher. And how shall they preach EXCEPT 
THEY BE SENT?" 

(2) Of physical care 
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--Matt. 25:35-36 "For I was an hungred, and ye gave 
me meat: I...was ±hirsty, . and ye gave me drink : 
I was a stranger, and ye took · me in: Naked, and 
ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me : 
I was in prison, and ye came unto me." ----= "Hungred" -- local work. "§traoger" 
children's home, homes for aged. "Naked" 
children's home and foreign work. "Sick" 
hospitals and chaplain's work. "Pr i°sap " -
ministry to the imprisoned. 

III. TO CHRIST 
--~: Most of .all, this man's stewardship was important 

to his master, who. had given him all he had and to whor 
he was indebted. 

1 . .B2cavse He HasJ.ec;au~rect rt 
--Luke 9 :23 "And he said to them all, If any man will 

come after me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me ." 

--~ Jesus does not simply call for a tenth, but a 
total. Your reaction to any commandment of Christ 
is important to Him. 

(1) As a minimum expression of discipleship 
--Matt. 23:23 "Woe unto you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint 
and anise and cummin, and have omitted the 

~
Ji weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 

~ - and faith: these ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone." 

(2) As a practice for which you must give an account 
:::,-Luke 12:48b "For unto whomsoever much is given, 

of him shall be much required." 
--Luke 16:2c "Give an account of thy stewardship." 

2. Because His Church is De endent U It 
--Mal. 3:lOa Bring ye a 

house, that there may be meat in mine house." 
(1) For spiritual strength 

--Matt. 25:21 "His lord said unto him, Well done 
thou good and faithfu~_servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things ••. " 

--~ Faithfulness in stewardship brings enlarged 
avenues of service. The reason some churches 
are never used of God in accomplishing great 
tasks is because they are not even "faithful 
over a few things." How can God make them 
"ruler over many things,7" 



(2) For physical needs 
--James 2:15-17 "If a brother or sister be naked , 

and destitute of daily food. And one of you l 
say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and 
filled ; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the bo dy; what do t h 
it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being au.one." 

~:;;~~:,X'Broadcasts, Christian literature, mainten
ance, new buildin, local missions, salaries, 
foreign missions, etc. 

--~ :Dr.Adam Clarks once preached on the words, 
"Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take of the water of life freely." 
At the conclusion he announced an offering. A 
lady afterwards asked, ·"How can you reconcile 
the freeness of the water of life with the 
collection at the close?" "Oh, madame," he 
answered., "God gives the water without money but 
you must pay for the waterworks, for the pipes, 
and the pitchers which convey the water to you." 

- 3 . Because His Name is Glori t_ied T , -ou h It 
--I Cor. 6:20 "For ye are bought with a price; therefore 

glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God's." 

--~: Not just money, but all of life is a trust from 
God. To be a good steward over it is to glorify 
His name. 

(1) Since it demonstrates the spirit of Christ 
--Acts 20:35b "Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

how he said, It is more blessed to give than to 
receive." 

"He dropped a nickel in the plate, 
Then meekly raised his eyes, 

Glad the weekly rent was paid 
For a mansion in the skies.~ 

(2) Since it reveals the object of your real devotion 
--Matt. 6:21 "For where your treasure is, there will 

your heart be also." 

fails 

-- Christ first wants yo u not yours. J::ls}tpiQQ 
do for Him will me~it salvation. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF YOUR STEWARDSHIP 
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