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THE RELIGION OF RESOURCEFULNESS 

Scripture: Luke 16:1-14 

INTRO: 11 S UPPOSE YOU WERE TO TAKE AN INVENTO RY OF ALL 
YOUR MATERIAL POSSESSIONS. IT WOULD INCLUDE YOUR 
MONEY IN THE BANK, YOUR BONDS, YOUR CAR, HOUSE, 
JEWELRY AND EVERYTHING. NOW SUPPOSE GOD TOLD YOU 
THAT EXACTLY A MONTH FROM TODAY HE WOULD TAKE ALL 
THAT YOU HAVE AWAY FROM YOU, BUT UNTIL THAT TIME 
YOU COULD USE IT EXACTLY AS YOU PLEASED. WHAT WOULD 
YOU DO? WOULD YOU GET PANICKY AND DO NOTHING? 
WOULD YOU RUSH OUT AND GIVE IT ALL AWAY? WOULD 
YOU HAVE ONE ST BIG FLING? WHAT WOULD YOU DO? 

JESUS TOLD US A STORY OF A MAN IN JUST SUCH A 
SITUATION. (LUKE 16:1-9). THIS MAN HAD BEEN LOOKING 
AFTER THE WEALTH OF ANOTHER MAN, BUT HIS EMPLOYER 
BECAME DIS SATISFIED WITH HIM AND CALLED FOR AN AC
COUNTING, IN ORDER TO CLOSE HIM OUT. TO BEGIN WITH, 
THE ~ SAID TO HIMSELF, 'WHAT SHALL I DO?' I LIKE 
THAT .,/HE WAS FACE TO FACE WITH CALAMITY;:> HE WAS 
LOSING HIS .JOB, HIS POSITION IN THE COMMUNITY, THE 
SECURITY HE HAD ENJOYED AND ALL THAT HE HAD. " (When 
The Heart Is Hungry, C. Allen, PP. 112-113) 

SO HE BEGAN TO WORK OUT A PLAN. AND AS DISHONEST 
AS IT WAS, WE MUST ADMIT THAT HE WAS A MOST RE
SOURCEFUL. PERSON! JESUS DOES NOT COMMEND THIS 
MAN'S ACTIONS BUT HE DOES COMMEND HIS RESOURCE
FULNESS. HE CHALLENGES CHRISTIANS TO BE AS RESOURCE
FUL IN THE PROPER MANAGEMENT OF MONEY AS THIS MAN 
WAS IN THE MISMANAGEMENT OF MONEY. 

i 11 JESUS HAD MORE TO SAY ABOUT MONEY THAN ANY 
OTHER SUBJECT. ONE THIRD OF ALL HIS PARABLES AND ONE 
SIXTH OF ALL THtVERSES IN THE FOUR GOSPELS ARE ABOUT 
MONEY. 

WHY DID HE TALK SO MUCH ABOUT MONEY,?'! CERTAINLY 
HE DID NOT TRY TO GET MONEY FOR HIMSELF. I DO NOT 
RECALL A SINGLE INSTANCE OF HIM TAKING A CCDLLECTION. 
AS FAR AS WE KNOW HIS ONLY POSSESSION WAS THE CLOAK 

WHICH HE WORE HE WANTED TO CAPTURE THE SOULS OF 



MEN FOR GOD, AND HE KNEW THAT MONEY WAS HIS CHIEF 
RNAL. r, OU ANN'OT SERVE GOD AND .MAMMON,' HE SAID 
(LUKE 16:13)." (When The Heart Is Hungry ; C. Allen, p.111) 
. CHRIST IS TEACHING THAT WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH IS A PLACE FOR THE RELIGION OF RESOURCEFULNESS. 

i: -The Religion-iof Resourcefulness: 

I. FACES REALITY 
-- vs. 3 - -f. e. 
-- NOTE: The parable is a challenge to~eality. The Unjust 

Steward took stock of his situation and faced facts. He 
refused to live in a fool's paradise ,J@e reckoned assets 
and liabilities with frank and fearless eyes ~l that 
he was, he was at least honest with himself: 'To dig I 
have no strength. To beg I am ashamed.' " (Parables 
of esus G. Buttrick . 12 2) 

- APPLY~ How often as Christian~as a church we close 
our eyes to reality! We refuse t o face the fact t hc1,t 
only in the gospel of Christ is t here really any hope for 
our world. And that for the gospel to reach peop,le_ where 
they live we must give of ourselves a s well as our means ! .. 

e ace . What facts must 
"I@ face ? 
1 . THE WEALTH HE HAD BEEN USING WAS NOT HIS OWN. 

That is a principle a lot of people overlook. Every
thing we have was put here in the creation by God. He 
retained title to it but allows us to use what we an Fe 
possess ./'But ossession does not mean owners 1 O/..[J 
There is the story of the little boy-who was iven two 
nickels - one for Sunday school and the other for him
self. As he was running down the street he dropped 
one of them and watched it roll into the sewer. 'Well, 1 

he muttered , 'there goes God's nic_kel. ' But the truth 
is all the nickels are God I s. 

2. Though he had complete possession of the wealth, 
could do with it as he pleased, HIS POSSESSION WAS 
TEMPORARY. Il~st ct litt)e w;lJj)e- aao someone else 
possessed it, and in a short time it will pass on into 
other hands. These possessions we have will be here 

a·s long as the world exists, but we won't be here. 
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3. HOW I USE MY POSSESSIONS NOW, DETERMINES 

MY WEALTH TOMORROW. There are people who think 
that tithing is merely a scheme to raise money. Such 
is not the case. Tithing is God I s plan for the £!!lancing 
of the work of His kingdom. It is also His program 
to develop within people a sense of partnership with 
God ~ Tithing does something for your soul. The 
tragedy of material things is that it has the power to 
make man forget he has a soul . 11 (When The Heart Is 
Hungry, C. Allen, p. 115) 

II. PRACTICES FORESIGHT 
-- vs. 4 
-- NOTE: 11 This parable approves not the fraudulence of the 

Unjust Steward, but his foresight. 11 (Parables of Jesus, 
G. Buttrick, p. 118) 

"The prospect of losing his money mad~ this man 
realize his dependence on other people . He realizes 
he Ls- too old to get out and dig, he was ashamed to beg. 
'So he decided that he would go out and help as many 
people as he- could; thus, when he was down and out, they 
would help him A-Tis motive~ were utterly selfish but even 
so, he learned a great lesson . One of the chief dangers 
pf possessions is we develop a false sense of independence . 
Qpe of the greatest...rnistakes a man can make is to swap 
a friend for some material gain. 11 (When The Heart Is 
Hungry, C. Allen, p. 114) 

11And so the parable is a challenge to foresight. The 
I Unjust Steward considered his future. He resisted the 
temptation to thrust from his mind his miminent dismissal . 
'When the blow falls, 1 he said, 1 I still must live, and I 
must decide now how I shall live. 1 But what of the ' children 
of light' ? Do they plan for the future ? Do they practice 
foresight ? 11 (Parables of Jesus, , G. But t rick, p. 123) 

-- APPLY: So 0ften we have been guilty of living only for 
today, with no thought for tomorrow. Thus even some 
chur.chas find, themselves confronted with not only the 
tasks of their generation , but the undone or .unfini shed 
tasks of a generation or two before t he m . 
Tomorrow• s needs must be anticipated and planned for 

today. i.e. Youth, Missions , programs and buildings. 



'l'omorrow will have enough difficulties of its own 
without our generation adding to them through short
sightedness and a fail ure to be resourceful stewards. 

III. DARES TO ACT 
-- vss. 5-7 read) 
- EXEGESIS: "This steward was the trusted overseer of 

his master's estate, but he betrayed the trust. The 
nature of his dishonesty we are not told. Perhaps he 
enjoyed hilarious evenings with his cronies while his 
master's money paid the bills. Soon the betrayal came 
to the master's ears. 'What is this I hear about you? 
Give an account of thy stewardship.' There was no con
vincing account to be given, and a ra seal faced the 
threatened ruin of his career. He took counsel with him
self: 'What shall I do? My master is about to _take 
away my stewardship . I cannot dig; I have been in my 
cups too often, my flesh is ·too soft for manual labor. I 
cannot beg; my pride rebels at the thought of whimpering 
at thresholds . What shall I do? I have it! I kpow 
what I will do, that, when I am put out of the stewardship 
they may receive me unto their houses.' 

Into whose 'houses'? What will he do? Mark the 
clever scheme! Precautions had probably been taken to .--- -
forestall any attempt by the steward to decamp wtth a 
beg of gold. So he called one of his master's debtors. 
'How much do you owe ? ' 
'A hundred measures of oil.' 

This debtor held the tenancy of an olive grove, and 
paid rent in kind - one measure of oil for every ten the 
grove produced. 

'Take thy voucher and sit down quickly and write 
fifty.' Note the word 'quickly.' The steward was not 
flustered (he was too cool a customer!) but simply 
prompt. Another debtor was called: 'How much do you 
owe?' He owed a hundred measures of wheat - a tenth 
of the t housand measures which the land had yielded. 
'Write eighty' was the instruct.ion./ ' (Parables of Jesus, 
G B1;ttrick, p. ll'l,7 120) ____ . 

- NOTE: 11 He realized that the calamity had fallen upon him 

and there was now nothing he could do about that. There 
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is no need to waste time in foo ish regrets and in wis hing 
he had done differently. Even though his calamity was 
brought on by his own mistakes, it was too late to change 
them. So very wisely he began to work out some plan of 
action. This man said, 'I a resolved what to do.' That 
is the first step to victory. ll5 't l So often people let some set-back take all the heart 
out of them. Some piously fold their hands and say it is 
the Lord's will. ome ecome b,itter and resentful. 'I 
don't know what I have done to deserve this. God is not 
fair.' Some go about tellin,g their troubles to all who 

!will listen, s eeking sympathy and a shoulder to cry on. 
When Leland Stanford lost his only son he said, 'I will 
build a university to help other boys. ' For those who will 
work for it, every tragedy can bring a triumph. If we 
keep looking, we will eventually see the silver lining 
in every cloud. " (When The Heart Is Hungry, C. Allen, 
pp. 113-114) 

-- APPLY: Christ is saying, 11 As wrong as this man was, at 
least he had the resourcefulness to act. He was not 
f~htened into a state of immobility! 11 

We are called on to ACT, not to RE-ACT! o o ten 
a Sunday school teacher will only react. If people come 
on Sunday at 9:35 he will react by teaching. Like a 
filling station attendant. And if the attendance drops off 
considerably he may react by either quiting , feeling hurt, 
or perhaps getting out wheres:people are and urging them 

become involved in Bi ble tudy. __ 
Instead ofJ:§_-acting, we should take the initiative and 

ACT by ·going out into "the highways and hedges and com
pelling" people to come in before a crisis compells us to 
.@_act ... 

Many are this way in their stewardship. The only 
appeal that will motivate them is the "empty-pockets, 11 

"we have a crisis"' appeal. Christ admonishes us to use 
our heads, to practice hoth oood steward ship in giv ing and 
good management in spending his money. He expects us 
to dare to ACT as good stewards before some crisis com
pells us tv-1eact. 
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"Someone said there are three kfcks in money. One 

com_es in making ,tt, another comes in having it. The 
third comes in giving it. Those who miss the third kick 
miss the best one of the three. " (When The Heart Is 
Hungry, C. Allen, p. 114) 

IV. RECEIVES A_ COMMENDATION 
-- vss. 8 -:9 (Williams trans.) "And his master praised the 

dishonest manager, because he acted with shrewd 
business sense. For the men of the world act with more 
business sense toward their fellows than the men who 
enjoy spiritual light. So I tell you, make friends by the 
right use of your money, which so easily tends to wrong
doing, so that when it fails, your friends may welcome 
you to the eternal dwellings." 

-- EXEGESIS : "Did this master 'commend' a servant who had 
'defrauded him? Did Jesus use the rascal 'to point a 
moral and adorn a tale'? Many commentators have felt 
that to give this parable a straightforward meaning i s to 
cast a cloud, if not on his rrame, then certainly on the 
good judgment of Jesus." (Parables of Jesus, G. Buttrick, 
p. 11 7) 

11 But did th~ lord commend the deceitful man? Yes 
he qid, but not for his deceit! He commended him for 
his resourcefulness. Every one at times singles from an 
unprincipled character some trait for admiration. If a man 
comes to our, door with a 'hard luck story' and persuades 
us by his plausibility to a foolish charity, and if we find 
the next day that he is a rank impostor, we are apt to say 
ruefully: 'Why doesn't he earn an honest living? He is 

I shrewd enough! 111 (Parables of Jesus, G. Buttrick, p. 118) 
"This 'commendation' does not mean that the 'master' 

•pronounced any formal eulogies. The 'master' had suffered 
•the_ pangs of a man deceived; he was not surprised or un-
duly hurt at news of further fraud. Himself a man of the 
world, he was probable curious to know how his steward 
would wriggle out of a comer from which there seemed• to 
be no escape. He knew deftness, quick thinking, un
flustered action when he was them. 'You rascal!' he ex
claimed; 'of all the impudent coolness! I'm bound to admit 

you' re clever. There's something almost magnificent abou1 
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you!' 

While the disciples were chuckling over the surpnsmg 
issue of the story, Jesus turned on them - humor in His 

· eyes, and love, and holy purpose - and drove home the 
sharp truth; 'For the sons of this age are wiser toward 
their generation than the children of light. 111 (Parables of 
Jesus, G. Buttrick, p. 120) 

-- NOTE: vs. 9 - Christ is saying, "Those who througb 
the prudent use of money enrich the lives of ot~e s ~J;l . · 
well be greeted by these very people in heaven c~'f:'J.f/ tJ 

11 This rascal s._aid: 'I am going to lose my p ace. I have 
to go on living tomorrow. Iiow am I going to manage?' You 
and I should say; 'I am going to have to let go of the mat
erial treasures that I hold. How may I change it into those 
values that will make me rich, not only for today, but for i 
eternity as well?' 

This rascal showed himself shrewd in the plan that he 
chose for providing for his tomorrow. He did not try to ' 
seize his master's money and run away with it. He decidjed 

· e wealth that he possessed, but did not own, 
in folks, in human personalities. Thus he took material 
value , and changed it into friend s. He made out of it 
grateful hearts, who, when lean gray days should come, 
would receive him into their houses. Out of worldly--pos
sessions that were not his he provided for himse lf a future 

me. 
_ And this brings u~,_,to the very heart of the message that 

Jesus would te li, u ' , e urge , 
'fr:' -e of the m of unrighteo_usne,s~........,(ti;.,wuen it 
fails, they may rece.ive. y. i nto e.ve a,.sting-habitations.' 

~ Here is .a . fat of Jesus' teaching on the wise use of wealth. 
Jesus here teac ~, nm hat money is a thing to be despised; • 
~.a.U · -- he too of-e:v~ k.iad of: e vrl; he teaches 
rather that, while it is not the true riches, we may_:transmute 
it into such by making right use of it. He teaches th at 
cold d · e · may be made into the warm andclasp, 
the ~heering smile, the loving glance of a friend. qf,ne of 
the most fruitful sources of hate today is the accumulation 
of wealth in the hands of a few, while the many suffer. The 
consecration of wealth makes for friendship. It builds up the 

brotherhood . To use money rightly is to remember that th~ 
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supreme Values always are human and spiritual)< It ts so 
to use our wealth as to create a homelike atmosphere, 

fa;!!!!!_~· eh · s an atmosphere of love and friendshiii)> And if we 
dare to believe our Lord, to use our wealth in this fashion 
is to provide for our future, not only in time, but in 
eternity as well." (Sermons From the Parables, C. Chappel 
pp. 148-150) '\, , -f- Ke;t5vl:S i'1' fie.A~ ·. 

And to practice sue resource u nes.s is to receive 
a commendation. 

V. OPENS THE DOOR TO GREATER OPPORTUNITIES 
-- vss. 10-14 (read 10a ~!lt'e'll~~~f.e<J"~m~ 
-- EXEGESIS: The right kind of resourcefulness in managing 

sma11 matters opens the door to the greater opportunity 
of being entrusted with more weighty matters . .. 
1. Doctrine 
-- vs. 10 - (Living Bible) "For unless you are honest in 

small matters, you won't be in large ones. If you cheat 
:-" even a little, you won 't be honest with greater res

ponsibilities . " 
2. Decree 
-- vs. 11 - (Living Bible) 11 And if you are untrustworthy 

about worldly wealth , who will trust you with the tru~ 
riches of heaven ? 11 

-- EXEGESIS: Trustworthiness in ficaocjal matt~rs 
qualifies you for being trusted in sgiritual matters. If 
you will not be a good and hone st steward when sheer 
money is involved, then there is no reason to wonder 
why God cannot trust you with "the true riches of 
heaven" -- sp. power, effectivenes in his work, powe1 
in prayer etc. These riches deal with the so_11ls and 
eternities of men . .. 

3. Decision 
-- vs. 13 11 For neither you nor anyone else can serve two 

masters. You will hate one and show loyalty to the 
other, or else the other way around - you will be en
thusiastic about one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money-. 11 

-- NOTE: Those who choose to II serve money" soon becom 
its slaves through credit and indebtedness! 



-- ILLUS: " Indebtedness is one of Satan's most un-suspect-
ing traps . · to ioo beH~ers and 'dimini sh 
their capacity for Ghrist. It is one of his strateg:ems to 
load peo le with debt. Those who can't see their way 
out of the financial trap, often worry to the point of 
despair . ---In that condition they do strange things. Some say , 
'As long as we ~ e this far in debt, we might as well go 
all the way.' So they_ plunge until they can't borrow 
another cent. Then it ' s tranquilizers and s leeping pills. 
But whcrt kind of relief is that? Others spend what 
tiny bi t i s left the m to go on a vaca+jgµ. hoping it will 
ease the pain some. All the while S.atan QJ,b.s hi s bands 
gleefully as they s ink deeper into despa ir. 
right wher_e he wants them -- depre ssed, filled with 
anxiety and ready to blame God fnr their situation. 

Even rbase wba tithe caA gi.:t iA gui.r ~gir aoaes . 
When they throw wt sdom to the wind s and buy what 
the y don't need , they too can be trapped. God i$ pot. 
ebUgated to protect people from themselves -- just be-

q /h c ause they t i the :>He lets His people go into debt 
J1P:when their passion for things is greater than their 

hunger for Him. " ("The Grape Press'~ Vol. 3 No . 9) 
So we must fa.ce and make a decision .- Will our 

choice be ~ebt or deLt.y -- God or mammon -- selfish 
spending or resourceful and responsible Christian 
stewardship? 

4 . De · sion 
s. 14 (Living Bible) "The Phari sees, who dearly 

loved their money, naturally scoffed at all this." 
-- APPLY: When the claims of Christ m the area of money 

i s mentioned , what i s your re sponse ? W.tth what 
group do you classify yourself ? With the Pharisees 
'who dearly loved their money" or with resourceful 
and responsible Christian steward s. 

CON. NASA space craft - Air Filter failure- Technicians 
liad the crew be resourceful and use what they had . . . 

The Lord will,Comroew:l you and Doors will be Opened I 
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The Religion of Resourcefulness 
Luke 16:1-14 

Sardis Baptist Church-January 16, 2011 

The Religion of Resourcefulness: 

I. Faces Reality - verse 3 
1. The wealth he had been using was not his own 
2. His possession was temporary 
3 How I use my possessions today, determines my wealth 

tomorrow 

II. Practices Foresight - verse 4 
> The prospect of losing his money made this man realize his 
dependence on others. 

III. Dares to Act - verses 5-7 
> This man said," I am resolved what to do." That is the first 
step to victory. 
> As wrong as this man was, at least he had the 
resourcefulness to act. 

IV. Receives a Commendation - verses 8-9 
> Jesus commended this man not for his deceit, but for his 
resourcefulness. 

V. Opens the Door to Greater Opportunities -verses 10-14 
1. Doctrine - verse 10 
2. Decree - verse 11 
3. Decision verse 13 
4. Derision- verse 14 

When money is mentioned our response can be one of derision, as the 
Pharisees, or one of dedication. 




