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CALLED TO DISCIPLESHIP 

.:Z.,,./-io: ~ 
Luke 14:25-33 

I. 

II. 

Crowd - vs. 25 ... BA ulA "f 

Condition - vs. 26a "If ... " 

ill. Contrast - vs. 26b 
--Between commitm t t £ -1 Christ iA~ en o army and commitment to 

IV. Cro~s - vs. 27 _ .. ,. , , 
--28 times in 28 verses ~ 1>;f/ei<k~ he,f,,,.,._,, beAIPf C~OS'S + '81/~,h,, 

V. Cost - vss. 28 -
l. The Cost lliustrated - vss 28~ _ - _, _/_~ 

:z~,,-,, · -7 (1) The Tower - 28 -30 -tu, ~ ~ ~ 'II--: /'--
if"' (2) The Army - 31 - 32 +fvt_ J..,,,.--~ -/?I~ · 
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~0";"' -, 2. The Cost Ap_plied -vs. 33 . 
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THB GOSPEL OF LUKB 

the introduction to the marriage ceremony the rnloiSf'er 
states what marriage is, and then says, "It fs, therefore. 
not to be entered upon lightly or unadvisedly, but thought
fully, reverently, and in the fear of God!' First a man 
and woman must count the cost. No man need become a 
student unless he will count the cost of learning. It fs 
so with the Christian way. But if a man fs daunted by the 
high demands of Christ let him remember that he fs not 
left. to fulfil them alone. He who · to 
road will hfm te of 

THE INSIPID SALT 

Lulu 14: 34, 35 

Jesus said, " Salt ts a fine tbing; but fl salt has become 
tnslpid, by what means shall its taste be restored? 
.(tis fit neither for the land nor the dunghill. Men throw 
It out. He who has an ear to hear, let hiin hear." 

JOST sometimes Jesus speaks with a threat in His voice. 
When a person is always carping, and alddzing, and com
plaining, his irritable anger ceases to have any ~gniflcance 
or any effect. But when someone whose accent ts the 
accent of love suddenly speaks with a threat we are bound 
to listen. What Jesus ts saying here is this-when a thing 
loses Its essential quality, and when It fails to perform the 
essential duty for which It was created, It becomes useless 
and ts fit for nothing but to be thrown away. In this 
passage Jesus uses salt as a symbol of the Christian life. 
What, then, are Its essential qualtdes? In Palestine salt 
had three characterisdc uses. 

(I) Salt was used as a presen1ati.11e. Salt is the earliest 
of all preservatives. The Greeks used to say that salt could 
put a new soul into dead things. Without salt the t.'11ng 
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"cross" occurs 28 times in 28 verses. 
MAT 10:38 And he that taketh not his cross , and followeth after me, is not 

worthy of me. 
MAT 16:24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any [man] will come a£ter 

me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross , and follow me. 
MAT 22:32 And as they came out, they found a man of -Cyrene, Simon by name: 

him they compelled to bear his cross. 
MAT 27:40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest [it} in 

three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down fr-om 
the cross. 

MAT 27:42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of 
Israel, let him now come down fr-om the cross, and we will believe 
him. 

MAR 8:34 And when he had called the people [unto him] with his disciples 
also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross , and follow me. 

MAR 10:21 Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, One thing 
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever- thou hast, and give to 
the poor-, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up 
the cross , and follow me. 

MAR 15:21 And they compel one Simon a Cyr-enian, who passed by, coming out of 
the country, the father of Alexander- and Rufus, to bear his cross. 

MAR 15:30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross. 
~ ~r ! c*. ,h~- ~w··-i£r:tM'letfl'mi-tt:i'hnct::;a~t1:-1F~ ~e~sit-s,:-:-, -r:-tt'llf'l!l:+t-..... , 
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MAR 15:32 Let Chri st the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we 
may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled 
him. 

LUK 9:23 And he said to [them] all, If any [man] will come after me, let 
.-r.(.-/."1 , _ him 4eny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

LUK l1~:2? ~ And whosoever doth ~ot bear his CJ"Oss, and come after me, cannot be 
my disciple. 

LUK 23:26 And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a 
Cyrenian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the 
cross, that he might bear [it] after Jesus. 

JOH 19:17 And he bear.ing his cross went forth nto a place called [the place] 
of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 

JOH 19:19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put [it] on the cross. And the 
writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

JOH 19:25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his 
mother's sister, Mary the [wife] of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. 

JOH 19:31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies 
should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that 
sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might 
be broken, and [that] they might be taken away. 

1CO 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not 

lCO 

GAL 5:11 

GAL 6:12 

t:Jl T. fi ! ~ 4 

with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of 
effect. 

t 
es n 8 

For the preaching is to them that perish foolishness; 
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 
And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcision, why do I yet suffer 
persecution? then is the offence of the cross ceased. 
As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain 
you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for 
the cross of Christ. 
8ut God forbid that I •hould alorv. sAv& in th• ~ross of our bar. 



E.PH 2 :16 

PHI 2: 8 

PHI 3: 18 

COL 1:20 

COL 2:14 

the world, 
And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, 
having slain the enmity thereby: 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
even weeping, [that they are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, [I say], whether [they 
be] things in earth, or things in heaven. 
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to 
his cross; 

k nt 

~~~""t:>:::r;;mi':l..:__::....-n 28 v ses. 
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of [our] faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 



THB GOSPEL OF 

WHEN Jesus said this He was on His way to Jerusalem. H~ 
itnew that He was on His way to the Cross; the crowds 
who were with Him thought that He was on His way to 
an empire. That is why He spoke to them like this. In the 
most vivid way possible He told them that the man who 
would follow Him was not on the way to worldly power 
and glory, but must be ready for a loyalty which would 
sacrifice the dearest things in life, and for a suffering which 
would be like the agony of a man upon a cross. We must 
not take the words of Jesus with a cold and unimaginative 
literalness. Eastern language is always as vivid as the 
burnao mind can make it. When Jesus tells us to hate 
our earest and dearest, he does not mean at Ii 

~ e means that no love in life can compare with the lov 
~ we must bear to him. 

ere are two suggestive truths within this passage. 
:i:, (i) It is possible to be a follower of Jesus without being a 

dlsdple; to be a camp-follower without being a soldier 
of the king; to be a hanger-on in some great work without 

ulling one's weight. Once someone was talking to a 
great scholar about a younger man. He said, " So and so 

11 ()0 1.A ;· tells me that he was one of your students." The teacher 
~ answered devastatingly, " He may have attended my 

lectures, but he was not one of my students." There is 
a world of difference between attending lectures and being 

student. It is one of the supreme handicaps of the 
Church that in the Church there are so many distant 
followers of Jesus and so few real disciples. 

~ (ii) It is a Christian's first duty to count the cost of 
following Christ. The tower which the man was going 
to build was probably a vineyard tower. Vineyards were 
often equipped with towers from which watch was kept 

~ against thieves who might steal the harvest. An un
~ 0 flnished building is always a humiliating thing. In Scotland, 

- we can, for instance, think of that weird structure called 
,., M'Caig's Folly " which stands behind Ohan. In every 
sphere of llf e a man ts called upon to count the oost. In 
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