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BREAKING THE STAINED GLASS BARRIER 
L-

SCRIPTURE: Luke 14:16-23 (vs. 23) "And the Lord said unto 
the servant, Go out into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 11 

INTRO: John Alan Rogers was born on May 22, 1952. A 
straight linear projection of the 1957 to 1966 trend 
suggests that in the same year that John celebrates his 
40th birthday, the last baby to be baptized in the 
Presbyterian Church U.S .' will receive the sacrament of 
baptism. 

Although a straight linear projection is unlikely to 
become a reality, even the possibility of it graphically 
dramatizes the urgent need for the church to break 
through the "stained glass barrier. 11 

This barrier comes between the church with its gospel 
and people with their needs. The statistics for 1956 -
1970 reveal that during the time our county showed a 
population growth of almost 8,000, Southern Baptist 
Churches in the county recorded a loss of almost 2,300 
in Sunday school enrollment. 

Our own church has not escaped the deadly effect of 
the stained glass barrier. Both the needs of our church 
and of our community as well as the clear commands of 
Christ demand that we break this barrier. The Bus Ministry, 
into which we shall shortly embark, is a major step for
ward in our breaking the stained glass barrier. 

I. THE PURPOSE To 8: r Jr 1.. Q 
1. To fulfill the commands of Christ 

--Luke 14:23 (READ) 11 Go out. 11 

--Exegesis: If these words are not a mandate to break 
the stained glass barrier, then I do not know what 
a mandate is! The servant in Christ's story had 
first gone to his own kind, inviting them to come 
to his master's feast. Each excused himself from 
coming. Now he is conmanded to go out into the 
"streets and lanes and highways and hedges " and 
"bring in 11 (vs. 21) those who are not his own kind. 
(1) To "bring in 11 all kinds of people 

--Luke 14:2lb "Go out quickly into the streets 
and lanes of the city, and bring in hither 
the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 
the bl ind. 11 
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--ILLUS: Look around at those whom we are 
reaching. We are reaching people who, even 
though they have not committed their lives 
to Jesus Christ have been shaped by their 
culture to be almost like us already. When 
evangelism, instead of moving out with the 
WHOLE gospel for the WHOLE world begins to 
be a selective moving out into the world to 
gather up those people who are already like 
us, it ceases to be evangelism and turns 
the church into a socialogical extension of 
whatever group it happens to be. 

--ILLUS: K. Chafin in Graham's crusade in 
London at Earl's Court. Attended meeting of 
pastors discussing problems created by the 
crusade. # 1 problem -:- "A lot of people 
are being converted at the crusade and then 
are showing up at the church and they are not 
'the church type.' What should we do with 
them?" 

--ILLUS: "Teddy Boy" (i.e. Hell's Angels") in 
London church. Notorious gambler won at 
Earl's Court. Plaid trousers, smoking 
jacket, Sherlock Holmes pipe in one hand and 
a Billy Graham Bible in the other. 
"That's right! That's what Brother Billy 
said! 11 

(2) To welcome little children 
--Matthew 19:13-14 "Then were there brought 

unto him little children, that he should put 
his hands on them, and .pray; and the disciples 
rebuked them·. But Jesus said, Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, to come unto me; 
for of such is the kingdom of heav-en. 11 

--ILLUS: The disciples were not the only ones 
to rebu~e little children who would come to 
Christ. Rev. Wally Beebe, associate pastor 
of the· F.B.C., Hammond, Indiana, states, 
11 ! have had some S.S. teachers who were extremel 
unhappy about their number being raised in the 
S.S. class by the added children coming in on 
the buses. These children received very 
unfriendly welcomes from some of these 
teachers. 11 
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(3) To reach the lost 
--ILLUS: Luke 15, Christ's parables on the lost 

sheep, lost coin, and lost son. 
2. To make our church as close as the street 

--Acts 8:4 "Therefore they that were scattered 
abroad went everywhere preaching the word. " 

--Exegesis: They made the church and its gospel as 
close as the street in front of your home . 

--ILLUS: The old idea of a community church in a 
neighborhood is a thing of the past. People drive 
to the other side of town to buy groceries and 
will ride a public conveyance for blocks in order 
to purchase some item at a sale price. Why then 
should people not be provided transportation to 
another part of the city in order to attend a 
Bible-believing church that will deliver something 
for the spiritual needs. In one sense of the word, 
each bus becomes a mobile chapel bringing the 
people into the main church for the services. 

3. To express personal interest in people. 
--Matthew 20:34 "So Jesus had compassion on them, 

and touched their eyes: and immediately their 
eyes received sight, and they followed him. 11 

--ILLUS: Basically the bus ministry is not a matter 
of transportation, but a means of proving our 
interest. Many non-church attenders who live 
across the street from some church will ride a bus 
all the way across town to another church because 
a bus captain or one of his assistants has shown 
an interest in him or his children. 

--ILLUS: Lyle E. Schaller, The Impact of the Future, 
a book of trends affecting the church of tomorrow, 
points out that from 1953 - 1965 the% rate of 
growth was 36% for SBC, 22% for United Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., 13% for the Methodist Church, But 85% for 
Pilgrim Holiness and 203% for Pentecostal Church 
of God in America. In answering the question, 
"Why," Schaller states, "The individual who j oins 
one of these congregations (Pil grim Holiness, 
Pentecostal Church of God in America) finds himself 
a member of a warn, fellowship in which there is a 
sincere expression of concern for him as a person. 11 

(pp. 233-234. t 
--Apply: The Bus in front of a home each Sunday is 

a sincere expression of concern in people as persons 



4. To make use of a Proven tool for outreach 
.j --Luke 15:2-4 11 And the Pharisees and scribes mur-
0- mured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and 

eateth with them. And he spake this parable unto 
them, saying, What man of you, having an hundred 
sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and 90 1 after 
that which is 1 ost, unti 'J.he find it? 11 

--Exegesis: The "Religious establishment" criticized 
Christ for breaking the stained glass barrier by 
daring to go to those who were not 11 their kind. 11 

To them Christ gives the parable of the lost sheep . 
.....:::, --ILLUS: When associate pastor of the Trinity B.C. 

- Jacksonville, Fla., Wally Beebe sa~ the bus ministry 
attendance grow from 170 on his first Sunday to an 
average of 1,000+ per Sunday. Trinity also supports 
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. several foreign missionaries. Rev. Beebe states, 
11 We have more people saved through this (bus} 
ministry th~n through all of the missionaries we 
support on the foreign field combined. It is the 
best financial investment per dollar for souls that 
a person can make. 11 (p. 12}. 

--Examples: Dauohin Way Baptist Church, Mobile, Ala. 
had 29 on 1st Sunday & grew to 182 on its 11th 
Sunday.. Hi hland Park B.C., Chattanooga, Tenn., 
900; F.B.C. Ruskin, Fla., 469; F: B.C. Houston, 370. 

5. To take advantage of a ready-made grouo 
7 --Acts 16:9 11Arnt a vision appeared to Paul in the 

· night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed 
him, saying. Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us . " 

/ --ILLUS: Eight satellite Vacations Bible Schools will 
be held across San Angelo. Rather than dropping 
these children at the end of the week of their 
school, we shall provide a continuing Bible study 
program for them through the bus ministry. 

Other groups are elderly people who have no 
transportation, A.S.U. students, and men at Good
fellow Air Force Base. 

THE PEOPLE TO BE REACHED 
--Matthew 9:36 11 But when he saw the multitudes, he was 

moved with compassion -on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd. " 

1. Children & their Parents 
--Matthew 18:5, 10-11 11And whoso shall receive one 



such little chiJd in my name, receiveth me. 11 

"Take heed that ye despise not one of these little 
ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their 
angels do always behold the face of my Father which 
is in heaven. For the Son of man is come to save 
that which was lost. 11 

~-lCCUS: Statistics of churches practicing infant 
baptism indicate that fewer and fewer children are 
reached. Since 1957 the decline in infant baptism 
has been 38% United Presbyterian Church U.S.A.; 
30% the Methodist Church; 27% the Lutheran Church of 
A~erica. These faiths, even as Southern Baptists 
largely have been victims of the stained glass 
barrier . . We have stood behind our' stained glass 
windows and waited for the world to come to us. 

--8.QQJ_y: The bus m1nistry break~ throug~ this barrier. 
Rocferick Sumner was a little boy of twelve years 
of age who came two Sundays and was saved the 
second S~nday on the bus route. His mother had also 
received Christ as personal Saviour at the church. 
Suddenly he became ill and when taken to the hospital 
he was found to have a tumor at the base of his 
skull. He went blind and was operated on for the 
tumor but doctors found .it an impossible situation . • 
Roderick witnessed to all of the nurses and the 
doctors i~ the hos~ital and most of -all to his 
unsaved dad. In approximately five weeks after he 
was savecf; he went to be witH the Lord Jesus. It 
was just a few Mbnttts unt11 h1s father also received 
Christ as His"SavH~ut: ronically _etio1;.1gh, within 
two years Roderick's fat~er also ~assea away with 
cancer. He went to be with the boy he loved so 
much, and to Heaven with the Lord. who gave him so 
mu~h. ~11 of this happened because one faithful 
bus captain knocked on a door and invited the child 
to come. 

2. The Elderly 
--I Timothy 5:l-2a "Rebuke not an elder, but entreat 

him as a father; and the younger men as brethren; 
The elder women as mothers." 

--ILLUS: The number of Americans who have passed their~ 
_sixty-fifth birthday rose at an averag~ rate of 
nea~ly _l,000 per day during the 1960 1s, and this -~ 
pace will continue durihg the entire 1965-85 period. 
The number of these senior citizens will increase ~, 
from 18 million in 1965 to 25 million in 1985. 

III. 



3. The Young People 
--ILLUS: A.S.U. and Goodfellow AFB 

,a (J E 
III. THE ~ERSONNEL INVOLVED 

--Matthe~ 9:37-38 11 Then saith he unto his disciples, 
The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few: Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 11 

--ILLUS: Only God knows the number of homes that can 
be saved, the number of lives that will be redirected, 
and the number of destinies that will be changed by 
the bus ministry. BUT -- 11 the labourers are few. 11 

Who are needed in this ministry and what are they to do? 
1. Surveyors 

--Joshua 7:2 11 And Joshua sent men from Jericho 
to A'i, which is beside Bethaven, on the east 
side of Bethel, and spake unto them, saying, 
Go up and view the country. And the men went 
up and viewed A'i. 11 

--ILLUS: The weeks the satellite Bible Schools 
are being held we shall survey the homes from 
which the children are coming. 

This will require at least 50 people (older 
young people, men and women) who will take 
about 30 minutes training, go into these homes 
between 5:30 and 8:30 p.m., briefl explain our 
bus ministry, give the family a special brochure 
and ask th are ts to al.low pur _bus captain for 
that ' par c 3 0 up"l r,eyre~ c 1 dren 
.at th i r r.fr.ont. door .th.e very nexJ St(tH::f<i"yJ 'brni ng 

.,,an-tdc mp etre"a ' Yiniple form."" ~ . ~-
For the other groups (elderly, Air Force Base, 

and A.S.U.) we shall secure names from those 
most closely associated with or a part of these 
groups. 

2. Bus Captains 
--Ezekiel 22:30a 11 And I sought for a man among 

them, that should make up the hedge, and stand 
in the gap before me for the land. 11 

--ILLUS: You can advertise in the new~paper, announcE 
it on the radio, put out mailers and fliers, ride 
through the streets with a public address system, 
and let everyone know that you are going to have a 
bus ministry. You may run your buses up and down 
every street in town and they will come back to 
the church empty. The most important ~~rson in 
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3. 

your bus ministry setup is the bus captain him
self. The entire bus minist~y rises or fal1s on 
who you have for bus captains. The key to the 
church bus ministry is the bus captain. 

4 
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The bus captain i~ a person who goes into a · 
neighborhood or area and brings people physically ~ 
to the church where the pastor of the church then 
ministers to them. It has worked quite well to 
use ladies as bus captains. 

Ideally we want to have either two couples or 
three individuals on each bus with one serving as 
"Captain," one as 11 Secretary, 11 and the other or 
others as "Assistants." They are to visit both 
regular riders and prospective new riders on 
their route 3 hours each week (A Sunday school 
teacher would spend this much time and more in 
lesson· preparation and class member visitation J 

--Apply: All kinds of people can serve as bus 
captains. A golden opportunity of service for a 
person who is not inclined to teach or speak 
before a class . . . .., 

Bus Secretaries . 
--ILLUS: Man or woman or mature Y.P. vitally important 

4. 
person in this ministry. I 

Bus Assistants · 

IV. THE PRINCI PlE TO BE .FOLLOWED 
--Acts 20:35b "Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

how he said1 ·I¾~s more blessed to give than to 
receive. 111 , 

--Exegesi s : The one guiding principl~ for this total 
program is Jesus' philosophy of life-- 11 It is ... 11 

l. Turns our thou hts outward 
--Mark 10: 45 11-For even the Son· of man came not to 

be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give 
hislifearansomformany. 11 • 

--Apply: The church has unintentionally drifted into 
the practice of ministering to itself . . We teach 
each other, we fellowship with each other, we 
visit each other. The stained lass windows thru 
which the light of God's truth is to shine to 
others, ironically have become a prison in which 
we are trapped! 

--ILLUS: We have gathered behind our stained glass 
windows to receive rather than going out where 
, 
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people are to give. We have denied the very 
phi . of Christ and our record stands to indict 
us. 

\ 

(, 
2. Returns us to New Testament Christianity 

--Matthew 4:19 11 And he saith unto them, Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men. 11 

--Apply: Rather than being 11 fishers of men 11 we have 
largely become "Keepers of the aquarium! 11 If we 
go out at all, we invite the trout to meet us at 
the stained glass aquarium at corner of Oakes & 
Harris, where the chief keeper of the aquarium 
gives out the finest tid-bits at a.m. each 
Sunday. 11 !'JI 

3. ~esults in our serv eg as Christ served 
--"And how did He serve? 11 

CONC: 

--Luke 4:18 11The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised." 

' And Christ says to you as he did to those first 
disciples: 

--John 20:2lb "As my Father hath 
send I you. 11 

sent me, even so 

st & ~ st,1zas. 

·~ yet t i re~ i nd 
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