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WHEN GOD THROWS A PARTY 
,w' 

Scripture: Luke 14:12-24 C.. ~ .3) 

INTRQ NORMALLY WE WOULDN'T THINK OF TURNING TO 
JESUS FOR ADVICE ori.,~JV TO THROW A PARTY. HOW TO 
PRAY - YES. HOW TO FIX A BROKEN HEART - YES. HOW TO 
UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES - YES. HOW TO LOOK AT 
DEAT H - YES. BUT JESUS AND PARTIES DO NOT EASILY MEET 
IN OUR MIND S. WE ASSOCIATE JESUS WITH GOOD NEWS, 
BUT NOT WITH GOOD TIMES. 

THE PROBLEM IS NOT HIS BUT OURS. IF WE COULD FREE 
OURSELVES LONG ENOUGH FROM SUNDAY SCHOOL ART AND 
OTHER ASCETIC CARICATURES OF JESUS, WE WOULD FIND 
THAT HE WAS VERY MUCH A PARTY MAN. HE PERFORMED HIS 
FIRST MIRACLE AT A PARTY. IT WAS AT A DINNER OCCASION 
THAT HE ALLOWED A WOMAN TO ANOINT HIS FEET, AND DRY 
THEM WITH HER HAIR. HE WAS ACCUSED BY HIS ENEMIES 
OF BEING A 11 WINEBIBBER AND A GLUTTON." (MAT. ll:19) 
HE LIKENED THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TO A FESTIVE BANQUET 

THE THIRD GOSPEL IS OUR BEST GUIDE TO THE SOCIAL LIFE 
OF JESUS. IT HAS BEEN ACCURATELY OBSERVED THAT ST. 
MATTHEW SHOWS US ALL THE MOUNTAIN TOPS AND ST. LUKE 
TAKES US TO ONE DINNER PARTY AFTER ANOTHER. 

IT WAS AT SUCH A PARTY THAT JESUS TOLD THIS 
STORY. AND IN THIS STORY JESUS TELLS US THE KIND OF 
INVITATION THAT IS EXTENDED WHEN GOD THROWS A PARTY. 

I . AN INVITATION TO DIVINE FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

- -VS. 16 "A great SUPPER" 

--NOTE: (Chas. Allen) "I'm glad he used the word "supper"· 
It Always amuses me to see some fellow who grew up in the 
country move to town, get the 'high-hat'. One of the first 
signs is when he starts calling "supp,er ", "dinner". 



--APPLY: Supper is a time not only for eating, but also a 
time for being with those you love. 

2. 

I remember the big kitchen we had as a child with a fire 
place in the corner in Lo.tiisi.ana. The large rqund tab~e sat 
in the center of the room with five chairs around it. Supper 
time was the best time of the day. I think of how hungry we 
were as children and how good everything tasted. 

To me supper was not only a time to eat, but also a time to 
be with my mother and father, my sister and brother -
those whom I loved most at the close 'of the day. 

Supper is still the best time of the day around our house. 
It means food, yes, but it also means fellowship. It means 
laughter and joy. It means satisfying not only the body but 
also the soul. Jesus is saying, "Coming to God is like 
that'." God invites you to divine food and divine fellowship 

Jr . AN INVITATION -- NOT A SUBPOENA 

--VS. 17 "Come" 

--NOTE : (R. Earl Allen) "The Bible is full of invitations to 
us from God. One is a personal, engraved invitation to 
each of us, saying, "Whosoever will, let him take the wate 
of life freely" • (Rev. 2 2 :17}. The very person of God, the 
Holy Spirit, stands and knocks at the door of our hearts and 
awaits an invitation to come in. "Behoid, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him and will sup with him, and he 
with me" (3 :20). 

he invitation has been given. fl 

If a man is willing t o be saved, re is invited, but he is not 
s ubpoenaed. We can go out and invite people but we can
not make them come. Somewhere between here and there 
they must decide for themselves . fl 

. AN INVITATION THAT CAN BE DECLINED 



I. AN INV. TO DIVINE FOOD~ FELLOWSHIP 
I. AN INV--NOT A SUBPOENA III. AN INV THAT CAN B"':: 

--VSS. 18-20 "Excuse" DECLINED 

--NOTE: There is a vast difference between a reason and an 
excuse. An excuse is what we offer when we do not have 
a reason. 

11 Why do we make an excuse?" Because we realize we are 
doing the wrong thing. i.e. Sunday P. M. , Bible study 1 

Wed.; Teaching. We never offer excuses for doing the 
rig ht thing . 

--THEIR EXCUSES: Remember it was a "supper" to which 
they were invited. When is supper usually served? At 
night ... when work is done, when you have to eat anywa 

GROUND (VS . 18) (R. Earl Allen) The first man wanted to 
spend the evening looking over a ·piece of land he had pur
chased. If he had bought a piece of land, wouldn't he hav 
looked at it before the purchase? Even if he hadn't seen 
it, he wouldn't have ventured outside the w a lled city at 
night. How could he inspect the land in the dark anyway? 
He just didn't want to move out of his armchair. What he 
was saying was, "My possessions are so much on my mind 
that I don't have time to think about anything else. I am 
not interested in your invitation, I am interested in my 
possessions". 

OXEN (VS .19) (R. Earl Allen) The next man said, "I have 
bought$"~ oxen." This man was proud of his purchase 
of 10 oxen. He was implying, "I have achieved. Your 
invitation is all right for other people, but I am above it. " 
His excuse was different from that of the first man, but the 
spirit and intention were the same . He further said he was 
going out "to prove them." It was almost impossible to 
plow with oxen in the daytime, much less at night: 

WIFE VS. 20) The supper was not a stag party. Today 
his excuse might be acceptable, but then women held 
little importance . . • He used his family as an excuse'. 



I. 

This is a dangerous thing to do ... 11A home becomes a 
prison if it has no windows opening on other homes " (Geo. 
Buttrick, The Parable of Jesus - P. 22 6)., 

•,p~W\e. 
--NOTE : VSS. 18 & 19 . 11 ~ theEY\ . .. VS . 20 uI cannot , 

come 11 • Two declined cburteously and one rudely, but it 
matters little HOW one declines. It is still saying "NO" 
to God's invitation'. 

ll' . AN INVITATION TO ALL WHO ARE HUNGRY 

\r 
--vss. 21-

- -VS. 21b These people had struck it hard. When warm 
fellowship and good food ~ offered they gladly came. 

There may be those who do not hunger for w;O:urtGod has to 
offer. But there are others who do, and it is to this group 
God issues his inviation -- whosoever they may be 
poor, maimed, halt or blind'. 

--NOTE: (Dr. Ernest T. Campbell) With respect to parties, 
Jesus' concern was with the invitation list. Hear Him 
again: "When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich 
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and you be 
repaid. " Iesus was quite aware of our tendency to invite 
only those who can do us good -- in one way or another. 
We could safely call this 11 calculated reciprocity. 11 

It is calculated reciprocity that produces boredom and ever 
resentment in our social life. A conservative commentator 
suggests that there was sarcasm in Jesus' words. He 
renders them: "If you invite those who can help you, 
you'd better look out because they'll invite you back and 
then how upset you'll be. 11 Perhaps this helps us to 
understand a venerable proverb from Al bania: 11 Every 

guest hates the others, and the host hates them all". I've 
been there, haven't you? 



J.. l'..N INV TO DIVINE FOCJD & FF.LI .)'WSB.IP II NOT SUBPO:C::N. 
:II. THAT CAN BE DECLINED IV. TO AL~ WHO ARE HUNGRY . 

, So Jesus urged upon the world a better wa . Mix it up: 
Do not be so socially inbred . Specifically, He said 
that we should invite the poor, the maimed, the lame , and 
the blind. He does not mean that we should never ar
range for dinners with friends and family and favorite 
neighbors. (Don't go lome today saying the the preacher 
told us we don't have to have Aunt M in erva and Uncle 
Chester over for d inner again: You may be hearing that, 
but that's not what I'm s aying:) 

The point is that when God throws a party , when his 
banquet table is ready, his invitation is extended to ALL 
who a re hungry. 

--NOTE: (Dr. Ernest T. Campbell) This is what .Am 
Vanderbilt says about the invitation list: 11 The succ~s
ful hostess never includes many new or difficult quests 
at what should be an intimate little d inner. Eight people 
who never saw or heard of each other before - - and hope 
never to see or hear of each other ag ain - - can do social 
violence to the most adequately planned e vening . 11 This 
authority on etiquette advises us to play it safe . Don 't 
get uncouth types around your t able. 

Amy i s s aying your invitation list should include only 
those who a re ociall QQin But Jesus says God I s 
invitation lis_t ~ncludes al who are hun_:::.? 

And this should be our attitude in reaching out t o others 
in Christ's behalf .>Christ saying, "The less likely your 
chances of being repaid, t he ·· more likely God· will be 
pleased". 

:C AN INVITATION OF URGENCY 

- -VS. 23 11 Compell." = 11 strongly persuade " 

~ : This text was used as a basis for religious 
~ cution during the Spanish Inquisition .. . 



' 1. Because of the need of those invited 

"All have sinned and come short 

"The wages of sin is death •.. 11 

"There is none righteous no not one 11 

II 

2. Because the Invitation will not always be Extended 

"My Spirit will not always strive with man"[G~ ,::!_j 

"Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. 11 (Isa. 55 ;6) 

PV f 'JZI: . AN INVITATION TO WHICH YOU CAN BECOME DEAF 

--vs . 24 

- -Exegesis: Not that God shuts the door , but rather tha1r 
man does . These three who offered their excuses became 
so absorbed with their property, activity and social life 
they never thought of the invitation again. 

This happens again and again to those who refuse God's 
invitation. A man can decline God's invitation so long 
that eventually he ceases to hear God's call at all. He 
goes deaf to the voice of God. 1Tllf:/ff r.-A TJAJ:11, 11 

CON: Do you still hear the voice of God, however faintly? 
Do you hear his invitation to join him at His banquet table? 

If you still feel a hunger in your heart, be glad. 
many peopte gan--bei_;a.,c;;~~u. taking mgtrt 
getting n.mk, of with ht 
appl-qUs:,~ ~~ ~~-.ow 



there is ~ that you will give Ga:i a chance -- that 
you wi ll respond to hi s invitation . 

(Dr . Ernest T. Campbell) For the kingdom of heaven is 
like a banquet to which any and all may come. Not a 
one of us has a claim on the host , yet every man and 
woman is we lcome nonetheless.. All things are ready -
come'. Still there is room - come! This is the gospel. 
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When God Throws a Party 
Luke 14:12-24 

Sardis Baptist Church 
October 17, 2010 

I. An Invitation to Divine Food/Fellowship 
Verse 16 "A great supper" 

II. An Invitation-Not a Subpoena 
Verse 17 "Come" 

III. An Invitation that Can Be Declined 
Verses 18-20 "Excuse" 
"Ground" Verse 18 

"Oxen " Verse 19 

"Wife " Verse 20 

IV. An Invitation to All Who are Hungry 
Verses 21-22 

V. An Invitation of Urgency 
Verse 23 "Compel" 

VI. An Invitation to Which You Can 
Become Deaf 
Verse 24 

Christ Still Says: 

for an Dings are now readvr 




