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"FOUR SIGNS OF SURRENDER TO LORDSHIP" 
Luke 12:13-48 - pp. 902-903 

Hie anthem echoes the words of Christ, "Not my will, but Thine be done. " 

Even as Christ surrendered all He was and all He had to the Lordship of His Father, so 
we are called to surrender all we are and all we have to the Lordship of Christ. 

We have found that Lordship settles the osftion issue of my life. 
In other words, it settles who is going to be number one? We have found that Lordship 
settles the ermission issue of my life. In other words, who has a right to my life? 
We've discovered that Lordship settles the-')J:rofession issue of my life. In other words, 
is my profession real or do I call Him Lord and do not the things He says. Finally, 
Lordship settles the llf:ossession issue of my life. In other words, who owns the things 
in my life? 
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Now Jesus teaches this about Lordship and then beautifully in Luke Chapter 12, He 
gives us four signs of surrender to Lordsffip. , J tewardship is never a problem once 
they understand the Lordship issue. We have to understand who owns our life, our 
possessions, our family, our future, our goals, our jobs. The moment that I understand 
and say, "Yes, God you are the owner of everything." At that point I will begin to 
manage it much more correctly and with much more responsibility. So in [u e Chapter 
12, Jesus begins to teach us. ,F'our signs of surrender to Lordsfiip. 

1. The first thing Jesus teaches us is that we will be responsible. In verse 16, He 
says that the land of a certain rich man was very productive. He began 
reasoning to himself saying, "What shall 1--0o since I have n0 ,:)lace to store my 
crops. This is what I will do. I will tear down my barns and build larger ones an 
there will I store all my grains and my goods. I will say to my soul, soul you have 
many goo<Slaid up for many year to come, take your ease, eat, drink and b_e 
merry." But God said to him, "You fool this very night your soul is required of yo 
and now who will own what you have prepared?. So is the man who lays up 
tr~asure for tiiDJself and is not rich toward God. 

Our Lord gives us a bad example of a man that was very irresponsible. In this 
story He says ffiree tl'iings about this man's · esponsibility. 

(1) First of all , , e was irresponsible to himself. For in verse 19, we find 
that he thinks that life consists of material things. He thought that 
somehow he could make a life out of the things that he had. 

--ILLUS: Roger Kipling addressed Magill University in Montreal concerning 
values of life. His thesis was, "If a person's scale of values is 
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based solely on material wealth that person will have difficulties all of his 
or her life." He said, "Do not pay too much attention to fame, power and 
money. Some day you will meet a person who cares for none of these 
things and then you will know how poor you really are." The man in 
Christ's parable was irresponsible concerning himself. He thought 
somehow he could live off of things. · 

(2) e was irresponsible to others. He didn't realize that God's blessings 
meant he should be helping other people. Somehow he kind of thought 
that God's blessings meant he should keep everything for himself. Yerse 
17, he began reasoning to himself saying, "What shall I do since I have no 
place to store my crops and this is what I will do. I will tear down all mY, 
barns and I will build larger ones and I will store all my grains and my 
goods and I will say to my soul ... " There's a guy who doesn't have a 
world view. 

He can't see beyond the end of his nose. You see he is not only 
irresponsible to fiimself thinking that his possessions somehow are going 
to meet his needs, he is irresponsible o others. He thinks that the 
blessings God's given him are just for himself. Not realizing that when 
God gives you more blessing than what you need to take care of your own 
family those blessings are to be passed on. We are to be a anne 
not a g. We are to be a ri er and not a re &l'Yoir . He doesn't realize 
that at all. Could I rephrase that the way he should have said 
it? 

--Verse 17, it should read, "Ae began praying to God sayin_g, 'What shall 
I do since I have no place to store Your crops? This is what I will do, 
God. I will tear down Your barns and build larger ones and will store 
Your grain and Your goods. And I will say to others," Come ancl 
receive what God has provided for you."' Do you see the 
difference? The fellow was irresponsible not only to himself but he was 
irresponsible to others. 

Every time I read this story I ask myself the questions, "WFiY, c:t id 
Ile stop? Why did he stop planting crops? He was very productive. Why 
did he stop? Very simple. He stopped because he had enough for 
himself. "Why should I go on? I have enough goods for myself. I can 
retire. I can now take my ease." Now is that a reason to quit? 

· . We are all gifted differently. 

o--me people nave tfie gift of developing financial resources. Some 
people are gifted at making money. Let me ask you a question if I can? 
You get to a certain time where you say, "Okay, I've got enough." Is that a 
reason to quit just because you've got enough when God has given you 
the gift to make money? Realizing the blessings are not only for you but 
can be turned into God's work and be multiplied hundreds and thousands 
and sometimes million fold . 



(3) 

--ILLUS: There is a guy who owns the Domino Pizza in Detroit. He wants 
to sell his company and go to South America and build churches. 
Obviously, a very, very religious man, probably a wonderful fellow of 
integrity. John Maxwerl said , "I have wan ea to get on tt,e pfione 
and call him and say, 'Tom, this is Jo n. Now, I know you really have 
heart for building these churches but I wisti you would really consider 
strongly keeping the company because the company is making 
millio sand millions of dollars Yoa may love God and you may be good 
with a hammer anc:I nail and it may be good tlierapy for you to go down 
afld baild those churches but the moment you let go of your source of 
income, the moment you let go of that channel, all of a sudden you ar 
going to limit what you can do for the kingdom."' 
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T.o is p.£obaal¥ a good Gle boy, bi;Jt I tell you what :r m ought to 
be running bis business and making his oney and he ought to be taking 
that money and pouring it into hundreds and thousands and maybe tens of 
thousands of carpenters that can build hundreds and thousands of 
churches. Ib.ats a pretty valuable boy to gFab held of a.hammer and go 
to South America, if he has the ability to make that kind of money for the 
Kingdom of God! 

You don't hear much preaching like this but I am here to tell you right no~ 
It's as wrong for you to stop making money if that's your gift as it is for you 
to quit sharing your faith if evangelism is your gift or quit discipling if 
teaching is your gift. Whatever your gift is, you ought to be taking it and 
cultivating it and multiplying it for the glory of God. 

I believe that God looks for people that really 
can settle the Lordship issue financially. Once he sees that they can and 

they have that gift, it is absolutely unbelievable what they can do for the 
kinqdom. 

He wa-s i r sponsible to Goel. He not only was ·rrespo-nsible to 
himself thinking that material blessings could satisfy, irresgonsible to 
offie thinking that material blessings he had were just for himself. He 
was irresgo s"6Ie to Goel. He didn't realize the uncertainty of life. Hf3.1u~fPs '&/4ly. 
didn't realize the certainty of jadgment, the certainty of accountabili . He 
thought things were going to continue as they were. God said , "You're a 
oo ," inverse 20. 

In verse 21 Jesus wraps up this story by saying, "So is the man who lays 
up treasure for i and is not rich toward God." That's an interesting 
phrase, "is not rich toward God." You say pastor, "What's it mean not to 
be ricb towara God7"" Let me illustrate: 
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--ILLUS: A wealthy man had a dream and in his dream he died and he went 
to heaven. An angel gave him a guided tour and the angel that gave him 
a guided tour around heaven showed him this magnificent mansion. The 
wealthy man said , "Whose is this?" The angel said , "That's your 
gardener's place." If the gardener gets this one I can hardly wait to see 
mine. He was getting excited and he went a little bit further and saw an 
even more magnificent mansion. He said, "Well, whose is this?" The 
angel said, "It's a missionary's who was on the field for thirty years serving 
God. This is where he stays." This guy can hardly wait. He is all excited. 
All of sudden he came up to an eight by eight shack, no window, a little 
opening for a door with a cloth hanging across it. This guy says, 
"Whose is this?" The angel said, 'This is yours." The guy says, "Wait a 
minute, wait a minute, 011 gardener gets a mansion and tt:ie missionary 
gets a mansion. What happened to me?" The angel said, " tie onest 
with you, we aia tne bestwe could witfi wtiat you sent us." 

To l:>e rich toward God means to be literally pouring your life into that 
which is going to last beyond your life. Eternal values, wflere thieves 
won't rob it and steal, where rust and moss will not come in and corrupt. 

That's the issue. Responsibility ... And Jesus said that a sign of 
surrender to His Lordship is, "We will be responsible." 

2. A secom:tsign of surrender to Lordship is, we will be re axed He tells us 
that in verses 22-34. 

--1 LUS: You see the rich orried because he had so much he didn't 
know what to do with it. Now He turns around and looks at the · ~jples in verse 
22 and said to the disciples, "For tllis reason I say to you do not be anxious for 
your life as to what you shall eat nor to your body as to what you shall put on." 

Worry is not a especter of persons. T e rich guy who has to:irnµch has to worry 
about what he is going to do with it. And the guy who has nothing, worries 
about where he is going to get it. Basically what He is saying about worry is, 
'There are two types of people, there is a person that worries and a person who 
doesn't worry. " Let me tell you what the difference is. The aiffere ce is 
l:ordship. You see, here's how it works. If you put God first in your life and you 
make Him to be owner of everything, if you put God number one in your life here ,, 
is what happens. God becomes the owner and runner of your life, He bee mesj g, l>t,,,.i. 
responsible for your life. It's marvelous! 4~·1t.t1t.r:_y1M·':Jl b u~---

X "•s Jlovrs-r ":r ,. ; 5 po~ rl,J.e 1 /,.+ f J,,-s Cul' pr.- /'A~ ,tt.t, 

t ordship doesn't mean you won't have problems. Lordship just means when 
you have problems you can get on your knees and say, "Goa I have to tell You ., 
something. You tiave got a problem. It's yours!" You see the difference is ,. s~f«f,v;J, 
when I understand Lordship and put Him number one in m -~e, I don't need tos ;~~~<t' 
worry because it's God's issues and it's o ' problems. u ou see when I : o.t f/_ 
take hold of my own life and I'm going to run it. It's mine, I'm not going to give it 11• A'(}; •, 
to God. I'm going to hang on to this. Then every problem, every issue, every 
tough situation I'm in, I can't turn to God and say, "Oh, God help me." God will 
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look at me and say, "Help yourself. It's your problem. You have never given it 
to me yet." You see God can only be responsible for what you give Him. I 
can tell you right now if y ou don't put God first in your giving',0Weed not talk to God 
about finances. He · sa"°: ., "You give me evefytfiing you've got and I will 
al<e care of ou or you can tak care of our own. 11's ~our cho·ce." 

Hr I.s :rnt,~ LORD .RI: J.J- o-r- -'-C.. 7Jdt- t1HD 47 , 
(1) 

(2) 

- -- - -(Ffe tells us a lot abou worry in this passage. In fact, 
He says three things. Let me give them to you. First of all He 
says, 'Worry is de uctive.;, Look at e e 22, He talks about being 
anxious. That wor anxiou in the Greek means to be torn apart. He 
says, "Do not be torn apart." In verse 29 when He says, " o not 
keep worrying." 1Worry i omes from the Anglo Saxon word which really 
means to strangte. orry is clestrucfive. 

In fact, L 

A, It gives us first of all a false view of life. e e 23 ~esus said, "Em life 
is more than food and the body is more than clothing." In other words, 
worry convinces us that life is made up of what we eat and what we 
wear. Jesus said, "That's not true at all." In fact He said, "We get so 
concerned about our provisions of life that we forget our purpose of life." 
Worry gives us a false view o~ 

6, gives us a false view o God. When we begin to worry we begin to 
lose focus. You see what happens worry is nothing more than focusing on 
the wrong things. When we begin to worry we begin to ~-.........,......._......_. 
temRoral things instead of the eternal. ll gives us a false view of God. 
Jesus does a beautiful job in verses 24, 27 and 1.8., arguing from what I 6 

call from the lesser to the greater. L ok what He says in verse 24, 
"Consider the ravens: for they nei ow nor reap; which neither have 
storehouse nor barn; and yet God eds them: how much more valuable 
are you than that of the birds?" 

Look at verses 27 and 28. "Cons er the lilies how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; but I tell you ven Solomon in all his glory did not 
clothe himself like one of these. ut if God so arrays the grass in the fielc:L 
which is alive today and tomo o i rown into the furnace; how much 
more will He clothe you, 0 me ittle faith ." In other words, He said, 
"Worry will give you a false view of God until you will think that God can't 
take care of your needs." He takes care of the ravens. He takes care of 
the lilies. He takes care of the grass. But He can't take care of me?~ 
How foolish .. . He~ Jv-4; 7~-...-L -~ ... ofp.,,.. 19 ~ ~ -

Worry not only gives us a false view of life and a false view of God, it also 
C, gives us a false view of itself. Many people think if they just worry there 



is something valuable about it. The Lord says, "No, you have a false 
view of worry itself." Let Me show you what I mean. Verse 251 (Wm.), 
"Which of you by worrying can add a single minute to his life?- If you 
cannot do a little thing like that why are you worrying over other 
matters?." What He is saying , "Which of you have ever worried about 
something and the worry itself gave you the answer?" He says, "It never 
happens." rt's--destructive. t's aeceptive and tt'iiroly: 

(3) o,-rry is distractive. It causes us to seek the wrong things. Verse 30 
_ "For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek: 

but your Father knows that you need these things but seek for His 
kingdom; these things shall be added to you. " 

,. no~ .Nly 1,(1,t/ &,+,Ji,.;..t-/a..~ ~=: Signs of surrenaer to t ordship are: 
(1) We will be responsible. 
(2) We will be relaxed. 

3. rl"liirclly. we will be ready. I verses 35 through 40', Jesus shifts the emphasis 
from being worrie about the present to being watchful about the future. 
When we surrender to the Lordship of Christ, we will understand eternal things 
and be ready for the coming of Christ. Look at what He said in verses 3 
ffirough 40. "Be dressed i e iness. Keep your lamps alight and be like men 
who are aiting or eIr ma hen he returns from the wedding feast so they 
can imme y open t e o to him when he comes and knocks. BlessedJ 
are those slaves whom the ma ter shall find on the alert when he comes: truly I 
say to you that he will gird him If, and serve and have them recline at a table 
and will come up and wait on t em whether he comes in the second watch or 
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even the third. He finds them . Blessed are those slaves And be sure of this, 
that the ead of the house - wn the hour tha be thief, was going to come, 
he would have not have allo is house to be broken into. You too be ready: ~ 
the Son of m n is o ing ~t our that Y. u n t e ct. " e eady. ')Yfa /}M;J1 a~--..... 

1:rli$ pt4,"t>VJ,,,., u, ~) ),.,,;t . ~ • ~~~ ~ ~ '1. ~ w ·-..--., 
~ ~ow do you know what~ is saying? He says not only be ready for the coming 

of Jesus Christ but also keep your focus on eternal issues and in the process 
of life seize t e moment. Do you know people who postpone living? They say, 
"Someday, somewhere, sometime, when I retire there--they postpone living. " 

--ILJ.US: He was a Quaker and he was born in France. His name is Stephen 
~ r lite and you don't know that name. He died in the middle 1800's in New 
Jersey but you do know what he said . For he said, ~·1 shall pass through this 
world but once and any good I can do or any kindness that I can show any / 
human being, let me do it now and not defer it, for I shall not pass this way , 
again ." 

Folks, no matter what Shirley McClaine says we only get one shot. I'm older 
than I have ever been in all my life! If there is anything I understand in life, it is I 
am not going to pass this way again. I had better do what I am going to do 
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and I had better be ready to do it now and not postpone it. All of my life I 
have watched people postpone. I have watched people horde. I have watched 
people store and grab and say, "Someday I'll be able to let this lose. Some day I 
will be able to do this. " But like the fool , in Christ's parable they will hear Christ 
say, "Hey, bud I've got to tell you something. All that stuff you've got in the barni 
you don't get it . It's all mine. It's over!" 

--ILLUS: D. L. Moody said he was walking down the street one day and 
somebody gave him five dollars. He said, "Brother Moody, you were such a 
blessing to me and I want to thank you." D. L. Moody said , "I hadn't walked a 
block until I found somebody who had a need . I reached in and passed that five 
dollars on to them. I felt so good. I hadn't walked another block until somebody 
came up to me and said , 'Mr. Moody, you are such a blessing to me and gave 
me another five dollars.' I thanked him and put it in my pocket and I didn't pass 
that five dollars on and I never ad anyone come and do it again." 

Don't you get tired of walking through life with a tight fist? Arms crossed in a 
suspicious eye and a calendar that says in 2012 you will get to do something with 
what you've go{ hen you store you get no more. he blessing stops the 
moment you stop passing on your blessings to others. 

fourth sign of surrender to Lordship. We will be rewarded. In fact we will 
be rewarded by what we have done with the master's possessions. 

In verse 42 the Lord said , "Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom 
the master will put in charge of his service to give them their rations at proper , 
time? Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he come 
Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions." 

Christ is saying, "Once I find a man or a woman that let's me be the owner of 
everything and knows how to take care of what I have given them. I will give 
them everything I have got. I can hardly wait to reward the person w o 
surrenders to my Lordship!" 

Now here is the challenge. 
llis is in summary of what Jesus said i Luke 12. 

Weigh your responsibilities in light of your blessings. (vs. 13-21) 
Wai on God to meet your needs because you have put Him first. (vs. 22-34) 
Watch for the Lord's return because your values are based on eternity. (vs . 
35-40) 
Work until the Lord returns because you are faithful to His commission. (ts)f.., 

hPr 
Only one life, it'll soon be past; Only what's done for will last. The following 
lines sum up the whole issue of life. Listen carefully. 



"I counted dollars while God counted crosses. 
I counted gains while He counted losses. 
I counted my worth the things gained in store. 
He sized Me up for the scars that I bore. 
I counted honors and sought degrees. 
He counted the hours that I spent on my knees. 
I never knew until one day by the grave, 
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How vain are the things in life we save." 

w~ _k.zt /~ /4 ~. I/ 
/ ' Tbat's what Lordship is all about. 

_ _ '''f),.,d-



Message 4 

"FOUR SIGNS OF SURRENDER TO LORDSHIP" 
Luke 12:13-48 

Pew Bible pp. 902-903 

Review: 

Lordship settles the po 5 rrro "> issue of my life. 
(Who is going to be #1?) 

. . 

Lordship settles the P ~ f' m I 5 5 IO n issue of my life. 
(Who has a right to my life?) 

Lordship settles the Q ro £ ess ion issue of my life. 
·(Is my profession reai?} 

Lordship settles the possess 10 0 issue of my life. 
(Who owns the "things" in my life?) 

Four Signs of Surrender to Lordship 

1. We 112, II be r espo11s,BL£ (12:13-21) p. 902 

(1) He was irresponsible to H J(Y} SELF 
He thought life consisted of just material things. 
(v. 19) 

(2) He was irresponsible to OTl-l-£R ..S 
He didn't realize that God's blessings meant he 
should help others. (vs. 17-19) 



(3) He was irresponsible to ............... o"'"'D""-----
He didn't realize the uncertainty of life and the 
certainty of judgment. (vs. 20-21) 

2. We w , L L B £ !<.£LAX£ D (12:22-34) p. 902 

We wony, not because of our possessions or lack of them ... 
we wony because we fail to focus on God. 

(1) Worry is D £ S TR. IA c.__7 1 11£ . (vs. 22, 29) 

(2) Worry is DEC-E P T l v E . (v. 23) 

It gives us a false view of Lf FE . (v. 23) 

It gives us a false view of G-oD . (vs. 24, 27, 28) 

It gives us a false view of TTS ELF . (vs. 25-26) 

(3) Worry is DISTR P,c.T/ 11£ . (vs. 30-34) 

God's pleasures and our treasures must go together! 

3. W e w, u. Rs RE- AD 'I (12:35-40) p. 902 

4. WE WILL BE R£w,::J Rp E: D (12:41-48) pp. 902-903 

CHALLENGE: Surrender to the Lordship of Christ 

'vJ E I G 1-1 your responsibilities in light of your blessings. 
(vs. 13-21) 

W A 1 T on God to meet your needs because you have 
put Him first. (vs. 22-34) 

\A/ATC H for the Lord's return because your values are 

based on eternity. (vs. 35-40) 

WO R. I< until the Lord returns because you are faithful 
to His commission. (vs. 42-43) 

Only one life, it'll soon be past; 
Only what's done for Christ will last. 




