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ON KNOWING WHAT'S BEST FOR YOUR KIDS 
Luke 11':ff-13 

A small boy, sitting on his grandfather's knee, noticed that Grandpa had 
a red mark on each side of his nose. 

After looking for some time, he asked, "What gave you those red marks 
on your nose?" 

"Glasses," was the reply. 
After further reflection, the little boy asked, "Glasses of what?" (1) 

Children can keep us off balance, can't they? One mother, writing about 
her ·toddler, was mystified that a child who can swallow three bottle caps and 
a paper clip can choke on a mouthful of mashed potatoes. (2) It doesn't seem 
possible, but it's part of the mystery of being a parent. 

Maybe that is why one cynic said there are some children who should 
be applauded with just one hand. 

It's difficult being a parent. A recent government study found 88% of 
adults believe it is harder to be a parent today than in the past. "What was 
painfully clear," says commission chairman Sen. John D. Rockefeller, "was 
that families are really trying, but it's increasingly hard for them to make 
ends meet and spend time with their children." 

According to this study, 
. 87 % of parents have financial difficulties. 
. 81 % say they don't spend enough time with kids . 
. 33% say kids receive less love, care and attention than they did 10 

years ago. (3) 
It's even more difficult in the increasing number of single parent 

homes. Not only are the financial burdens heavier, but according to this same 
study, "20% of children from single parent homes had not seen their father in 
five years." It's tough. 

Even in the best of homes raising children is a challenge. Even if the 
marriage is intact. Even if finances are not a major concern. Even if parents 
have time to spend with their children, it's tough. 

For one thing, there is a fine line between rovidin for a child 
and "lin it. Anyone relate to that? There is a fine line between providing 
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for and spoiling--and it doesn't just relate to toys. How tough or how tender 
should we be with kids? Does anyone have an answer for that one? 

A burst of thunder sent a three-year old flying into her parent's 
bedroom. "Mommy, I 'm scared," she said. 

The mother, half-awake and half-unconscious, replied, "Go back to your 
room. God will be there with you." 

The small figure stood in the unlit doorway for a moment and then said 
softly, "Mommy, I'll sleep here with Daddy and you go in there and sleep 
with God." 

It's tough the first night we make a child sleep alone in her own room. 
To hear her crying herself to sleep, to ignore her plea for another drink of 
water, to turn over and go back to sleep when you know she is frightened 
and lonesome is difficult. Yet you know for the child's own good this is a 
transition she must make. She cannot stay an infant forever. There is a fine 
line between providing for a child's needs and spoiling that child. 

There is also a fine line between a.1ii~AM11....a~M1111i1..._ your child and 
preventing that child from learning to .. ..,.,..,,.,.,...,, · · · . Anybody 
disagree with that? We know that learning a sense of responsibility is one of 
the essential tasks of childhood. But again, that ' s hard. 

A little first grader appeared to be greatly upset when he came to the 
principal's office and asked if he might use the telephone to call his mother. 

"Is there something wrong?" the principal asked. "Can I help you?" 
"Well," the little fellow said, "yesterday I forgot my sweater and left it 

here at school. This morning my mother told me not to come home without 
it. I can't find it anywhere, and I want to call her on the phone and ask her 
where she wants me to go." ( 4) (Poor tyke, but also poor Mom. Trying to 
teach him how to keep up with his things. To be responsible for himself. 

There is an interesting difference between Japanese and American 
parents at this point. Ezra and Suzanne Vogel observe that Japanese parents 
encourage their children to be dependent. It is part of their culture to rely 
heavily on others for emotional support and decisions about their lives. For 
example, the Japanese firm is highly paternalistic and takes a great deal of 
responsibility for making the employee secure and comfortable. Thus, the 
dedicated Japanese mother encourages her child to feel dependent. The Vo gels 
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observe, however, that just as the American mother has always complained 
about the success of her efforts and felt that her children were too 
independent, so the Japanese mother tends to feel that her children are too 
dependent, despite the fact that she has trained them this way. (5) 

Again, there is that fine line between dependence and independence. 
Between freedom and responsibility. How much should I do for my child? 
How much should he or she do for himself or herself? Sometimes parents rob 
their children of developing a sense of responsibility because it is easier to go 
ahead and perform a task for them than it is to get them to do it themselves. 
It is easier to give in than it is to ~et firm guidelines. 

I don't want to seem judgmental, but my guess is that in today's world 
there are more problem parents than problem kids. Did you see in St. Louis 
this year where they had to cancel the annual city-wide Easter egg hunt, 
because parents were getting out of hand? If you don't believe that can 

happen, visit any Little League ballpark. It's hard, but we can sympathize. ~f:3' J:'slcl/k,,1.i_.., 
Where do you draw the line in teaching a child responsibility, to take up for 
themselves, to be independent, yet to care for others? We need the wisdom of 
Solomon for such tasks. :r ,w4 f, 1 6-itoc., 

F. II h . h ,I f . . h"ld ' 1· ~ N 'STt11t-(l... 1na y, re 1s t e !iace o ad.Ye rs t 10 our c I ren s 1ves. one 
of us wants to see our child get hurt. We want to protect our children. We 
don't like to see them fall down and bruise their knees. We don 't like for 
them to have to receive hurtful remarks from other children. We would do 
almost anything to keep them from experiencing pain. We're like the father of 
professional football great, Sid Luckman. 

Luckman was the star quarterback for the greatest football team of the 
1930s and '40s, the Chicago Bears. His father was an immigrant tailor in 
Brooklyn and rarely got to see his son play football. But one Sunday the 
Bears were in New York to play the Giants at the ~ Grounds, and 
Luckman arranged for his parents to have seats on the 50-yard line. For most 
of the first quarter, things went smoothly. Luckman was passing crisply and 
the running game was working well. But then on one play, the Bears' pass 
protection broke down. Giant defenders rushed in, and Luckman had to 
scramble, to dodge the tacklers before they could get to him. As he was 
running back and forth, trying to avoid these huge linemen, you suddenly 





heard a voice call out from the sidelines, "Sidney, let them have the ball. I'll 
buy you another one." ( 6) 

We can appreciate that. We want to protect our children not only from 
physical hurts but from emotional hurts as well. And yet we realize that 
where there is no hurt, there is no growth. If you learn to roller skate, you 're 
going to fall. If you learn to deal with people, you 've got to learn to deal 
with criticism and sarcasm and demeaning behavior. We can't forever protect 
or shelter our children from life's darker side. There comes a time when, for 
the child ' s own good, we have to step back and let go. 1/~w- L fr s l0t1!r Rt l'.bt 7£X7 

CAN WE NOT SEE THAT GOD HAS THESE SAME DILEMMAS e" 
WITH US? That is what our text is about. Jesus says in Luke's account, "If 
you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who trust 
him." Luke has a tendency to spiritualize things. Matthew's account reads like 
this: "If you then, who are evil, know how to give good things to your 
children, how much more will your Father which is in heaven, give good 
things to those who ask Him!" 

In other words, watching over us is One who is a loving parent. He 
knows our real needs. He will grant us anything in this world that is in our 
best interest. However, He knows what will make us stronger and what will 
ultimately weaken us. He knows the potential within us and He knows our 
breaking point. Most importantly, He knows what it will take to fit our souls 
for His Kingdom. Sometimes His greatest gift is an unanswered prayer, 
because He sees what we cannot. Even though He does not like to see us 

hurt, any more than we like to see our children hurt, He cares even more for 
us than we care for them. And He knows what is in our best interest. 

A story in Christian Worker's magazine tells about a young man who 

was trying to establish himself as a peach grower. He had worked hard and 
invested his all in a peach orchard which blossomed wonderfully --until a 
frost came and killed all the blossoms. The young fellow did not go to church 
the next Sunday, . nor the next, nor the next, nor the next. His pastor went to 
see him to inquire about his absence. The young fellow exclaimed with 
bitterness in his voice, "I'm never coming again. Do you think I can worship 
a God who cares for me so little that he would let a frost kill all my 
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peaches?" 
The old minister looked at him a few moments in silence, then said 

kindly, "God loves you better than He does your peaches. He knows that 
while peaches do better without frosts, it is impossible to grow the best 
people without (some adversity). His pqject is to grow people, not peaches." 
(7) 

There is a lot of sound theology there. God's intent is not to grow 
peaches. It is to grow people--people whose hearts, minds and souls are fit to 
share eternity with Him. He knows it is at the broken places that we become 
strongest . .:JI. Ct>r. 13: '1/d W ~ ~ ~ ..-w ~ -;bl;.,,,. ~ 4-,e ~- ~ 

Our text, then, is about trus . It is about 1 tting go of our i:e_seutments, 
our d ubts, and our fears. It is about believing that there is never a stonn so 
tumultuous that He cannot bring us safely through. That ere is no night o 
dark that His light cannot penetrate it. Toa nothin · s going te happen to us 
that by His grace we cannot handle. r If you then, imperfect as you are as a 
parent, know how do give good things to your children, can't you trust God 
to provide you this day with the things you need?'J 
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2. Marlys Huffman, Quote, 1-92, p. 28. 
3. USA Today 

4. Winston K. Pendleton, Funny Stories, Jokes and Anecdotes 
5. Philip Slater, The Pursuit of Loneliness (Boston: Beacon Press, 1970). 
6. Pulpit Resource 
7. Don Emmitte 



BABY 
PARENT COMMITMENT SERVICE 

I SAMUEL 24-28 

CHARGE TO PARENTS: 

Covenant 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Minister: 

Parents: 

Recognizing the vast responsibility of parenthood and your 
dependence upon God for strength and wisdom to faithfully 
discharge your duties as parents, do you faithfully discharge 
your duties as parents, do you now present yourself before God in 
solemn dedication? 

Wedo. 

As a parent, do you covenant together with God to bring up your 
child in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to assist your 
child in growing, as did Jesus, in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man? 

Wedo. 

Because you desire for your child a knowledge of the Scripture 
and a loving, obedient attitude toward God and his Son, Jesus 
Christ, do you promise to use your home and the organizations 
of the church to accomplish this end? 

Wedo. 

Realizing your weakness and human frailties , do you desire to 
reconsecrate your lives to Christ that you may live exemplary 
lives? 

Wedo. 

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 

Covenant 

Minister: Recognizing the responsibility that you have as a congregation 
toward these children, do you agree to deal with them lovingly 
and tenderly, seeking to -manifest the Christian spirit toward 
them always? 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to provide religious "instruction to them at this 
church, giving of your time, talents, and money to make this 
possible, so long as you are a part of this congregation? 

Congregation: We do. 

Minister: Do you promise to encourage these parents as they seek to do 
what they have already promised in rearing these children? 

Congregation: We do. 



BIBLE STUDY 

"WHAT IS BEST 
FOR OUR CHILDREN?" 

Luke 11:9-13 

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it 
s~all be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. 

10 For every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth· 
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and to hrm that knocketh it shall be 
opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of 
you that is a father, will he give him a 
stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a 
fish give him a serpent? 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he 
offer him a scorpion? 

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children:how 
much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
hi ? m. 

PRAYER AND 

SHARE TIME 

For Grades 1-6 

Tonight - 6:45-7 :30 PM 

in the CLC Den 
immediately after supper 

FUN TIME 

7:30 - 9:00 PM 

LAZY DAYS OF SUMMER 

HIGH ATTENDANCE DAY 

JULY 26 

Join your Sunday School department in 
promoting attendance in July! Help 
contact everyone in your class and 
encourage them to be present on July 26! 
Visit prospects and encourage them to 
attend Sunday School with you this month. 

Our churchwide goal is to enroll 22 new 
members in Sunday School during July. 
On Sunday, July 26, our goal is to have 
850 in Sunday School. 

Help us avoid the "summer slump"! 

VIDEO SERIES 

"Exploring the New Age Movement" 
Wilson Hall 

"Children at Risk" 
(Dr. James Dobson) 

Room W-205 

Both series will begin this Sunday 
at 5:15 p.m. 

COOKBOOKS ARE IN! 

If you have not picked up your ACTEEN 
Cookbook, you may do so tonight. The 
cost is $6.00. There is a table set up in the 
hallway where you may purchase your 
cookbook. 



Herbert Bullock 
Bennie Canada 
Fred Carter 
Troy Davis 

July 7 
Henry Garvin 
Herbert Miles 

July 8 
Brian Bristow 
Cari Curry 
Scott Farris 
William Fulgim 
Elizabeth Geeslin 
Wanda Harlow 

July 9 

Glen Robey 
William Taylor 
Karmeena Webb 

Vara Mims 

Miles McMillan 
Melissa N orgren 
Marie Peters 
Mario Sanchez 
Charlie Smith 

Mary Astudillo Lindy Knappe 
Debbie Brown Valerie Matthews 
Cindy Byrd Joe Menchaca 
Glenn Cunningham Misty Merriman 
Dick Henson Marianne Robbins 
Marie Hoover Claude Wooley 

July 10 
Jim Baucom 
Rob Ferguson 
John Fillip 

July 11 
Irene McN ease 
Jeffrey Meadows 
Frank Sanders 

Pedro} uis Mendoza 
Joyce Moilanen 
Bea Smith 

Ira Summers 
Suzy York 

IN THE HOSPITAL 

SHANNON 
544 James Fillpot 
603 Lillie Goodman 
604 Bill Roberts 
605 Dona Belle Wills 
626 Paul Gregory 
627 Ruth Shaw 

CONCHO VALLEY REGIONAL 
306 Delia Bradley (sister of Vera 

Cummings) 

MERCY HOSPITAL, DURANGO. CO. 
3303 Chris Meadows 
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Radford Hutcheson, New Mexico 
Daniel Johnson, Jr., Louisiana 
Nan Jordan, Japan 
Mary Nell McCoy, South Korea 
Barbara Nowell, Honduras 
Donald Pierson, Belize 
Lydia Sanchez, Argentina 
Michael Searcy, CaribbeanBapt.Comm.Miss. 
James Sexton, Jr., Uruguay 
Truman Smith, Indiana 
Marjorie Wilson, Kentucky 

Retired: 
Marshall Durham, Texas 
Anne Dwyer, Yemen 
Mary Lynn Fryer, Indonesia 
Carl Houston, Malawi 
Harrison Pike, Brazil 
James Reid, Sr., Nevada 

SYMPATHY 
We express Christian love and sympathy to 
the friends and family of Nellie Greene. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Jesse Beam 
Dorman Chapman 
Marvel Childers 
Belle Cochran 
Pauline Donelson (grandmother of Danna 

Boston) 
Earl Dufresne (Tom's father) 
Jeff Feuay (nephew of Angie Feuay) 
Rayford Harris 
Pat Johnson 
Bill Jordan (brother of Wesley Jordan) 
Bill Kershner 
Ellis Kirksey 
Ola Mae Martin 
James Milam (nephew of Willard & Jo Thomas) 
Dale Miller 
Joy Moon 
Lawrence & Darolyn Moore 
William Palmer 
The Honorable Ednapearl F. Parr (sister of 

Vetal Flores) 
Deanna Riley 
Leo Rowan 
S. L. Trice (brother-in-law of Patsy Rogers) 
Ruth Vandever (sister-in-law of Mozelle & 

Nina Vandever) 
Mabel Whitby (aunt of Nancy Young) 
Mary Wilbanks 


