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"WHAT IS LORDSHIP?" 

T..f Y. T : /_t,; ke ,a ,'J. 7 i,-{&"" B'/f Pastor John Maxwell 

Introduction p 

In your sermon note sheet you will notice a quote by Chuck Colson , "The greatest 
challenge facing the church today is to reassert the Lordship of Christ." 
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I think that his statement is backed by a recent Gallop Poll. It said , "Religious interest is 
growing in a unprecedented rate)~ las l:el 98:0:s. And - so is immoral behavior." In 
fact the Gallup poll revealed , there is little difference between those who go to church 
and those who do not. You say pastor why is that? Why is there such a little difference 
in those who attend church and those who do not? I could almost without any hesitation 
say it is because we have we have not yet as believers understood nor submitted to the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. In fact the Gallup poll found this: "Most Americans today 
believe that religion is a personal matter having little affect on the way that they lead 
their life." 

In other words they come to church on Sunday, listen to the message, open up their 
Bible and take a few notes. Close their Bible, walk out and get_J1J,t9 their car and as a 
Christian chameleon leave their Christian values at the churcti;iit! fall into the crowd. 
The~ come back on Sunday, open their Bibles and again submit to the Lordship for!! 
day~ Uoo See Why WL AR-e ~ ~~ -·.: • L <:::T;t·---y eiY. -l'hr»fJ' a,,,€. b+;,p.;,,rn, --1,f '/oo-4r4>1y "ft?dt:/ f4tJ/'M , ,,i +J,1.5 cJ,v,ec,, •. I 

Here is an illustration that really helps us understand this. . _ . 
t,\any of you will remember Merial Cuomo- at the University of Notre Dame, talked about 
abortion. He is a Roman Catholic. "I accept the views of abortion of the Roman 
Catholic Church and yet as a public official and because I live in a pluralistic society I 
have to uphold the law." Then he went on to say, that he was under no obligation 
personally to oppose the issue of abortion, as long as the maiqrjty of the people favored 
it. Now there's where the problem begins. 

Basically what he is saying as Christians we can adhere to a particular belief on 
Sundays but go out in the crowd the rest of the week feeling free to act even in 
opposition to our own beliefs or what the Bible teaches. That's where the problem is. In 
fact to illustrate that problem in your sermon notes, there is what I call , "A Religious 
Enigma." This is out of Capital Voice and it says of the church members in America , 
10% cannot be found ." Now it beats me where they are. I don't know, maybe they 
died. "20% never attend church . 25% never pray. 30% never read the Bible. 40% 
never give to the church . 50% never attend the Sunday evening service. 60% never 
give to world missions. 75% never assume any responsibility or ministry within the 
church. 85% never attend a midweek service and 95% never have won one person to 
Jesus Christ. Yet 100% think they will go to heaven!" 

Now these are the words of Jesus. These are not my words , these are the words of our 
Lord , "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord' will enter into the Kingdom of heaven 
but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.' We've got to talk about that 
folks . 
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In this Lordship Series, that I will be sharing with you today, March 10, 24 and 31st, I 
want you not to miss a single service. Because I know what can happen if we really 
understand and submit to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, what it will mean to our own 
personal life and our family life and our work life. 

My commitment to you as your pastor is to stay right in the gospel and to do nothing but 
to pick up the teachings of Jesus on this issue of Lordship and do my best to help you 
understand what it really means and what it really is. 

Now your commitment to the Lord should be to obey. And if you will obey those words I 
will promise you by the end of this month for many of you , for literally hundreds, your life 
will begin to take a higher spiritual plane, and a higher level of walking than every 
before. I will guarantee it. All right, let's get started . 

Wfiat is Lordship? 

Five things Jesus teaches us about Lordship. Number 1. ,, 
71F"i h iYJ 

1. Lordship is accepting the sovereignty of God. Now that's the very 
foundation . That's where it all begins. 

-.Matthew Chapter Eight, verse 2 "And behold a leper came to him, came to 
Jesus and bowed down to him saying, 'Lord if you are willing, you can make me 
clean."' Now that leper understood what Lordship was . He understood that God 
is sovereign and that God can do everything and that God is in control. In fact in 
your sermon notes, I have a definition of sovereign. "One who possesses and 
exercises supreme authority over an individual or group ... an acknowledged 
leader . . . a controlling influence." It all begins there. It begins with your and my 
saying, "God is sovereign, God is the owne of everything, God is the t rd f All 
He is i control." It has to start there. Now interesting if you will study the 
lives of great men and women for God , you will find that everyone of them settled 
that issue before they came effective in their life for God . 

ILLUS: C. S. Lewis, in his book , Mere Christianity . "In God you come up 
against something which in every respect is immeasurably superior to yourself. 
Unless you know God as that and therefore, know yourself as nothing in 
comparison , you do not really know God at all. " 

ifhe second thing we learn about Lordship is that: F ·JJ . 
~ I 1?J.' 

2. Lordship is placing God first in your life. ("YJ'td J.2, 36-lf~ 



Somebody says, "What does it mean to make Jesus the Lord of my life?" Turn 
with me if you will please over to Matthew, Chapter 22, Pew Bible p. 856. We 
are going to do a little bit of digging, spiritually in the words of our Lord and let 
Him teach us about Lordship. 

--Matthew 22, verse 36, 

. . Now when they ask Him eacher which is the great 
commandment in the law' we have to understand there were 613 of them. 
Okay. About 40% of them were positive and 60% of them were negative and 
they came and said which is the great commandment.-Y 

In ~erse 37:'~ us said to him, ({You shall love the Lord your God with all of you l'i 
heart and with all of your soul and with all of your mind." :rhis is the great and 
fa e ost commandment. And the second is like it. "You shall love your 
neighbors as yourself." On these two commandments depend the whole law 
and the prophets.' ~ 

Lordship is placing him first in our life. And again, 
great women and men who have done wonderful works for God have always 
placed him first. 
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--ILLUS: C. T. Stud was a wealthy aristocrat. A great cricket player in England, 
who gave up everything, literally everything of his family fortune and possessions 
to become a missionary and was greatly used of God. And became a 
tremendous model for Lordship in that day and age. 

"I knelt down that night and thought I could give myself to Christ as easily as 
possible and I gave Him an iron ring. The iron ring of my will with all the keys on 
it. Well , all the keys accept one. There was just one little key that I kept back." 

Christ said , "Charlie is that all. " "They are all there but one. The key to the tiniest 
closet in my heart of which I must keep control. 'If you don't trust me~ all, you 
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don't trust me fil. all. ' Now I tried to come to terms with God ." 

I said , "Lord , I will be so devoted i~ every other area of my life, but I can 't live 
without the contents in that closet. I believe that my whole life was at the very 
balance and if I had kept that keyto that closet and mistrusted Christ and not 
surrendered , I believe that He would not h·ave blessed me. He seemed to be 
receding from me. In fact when I called Him back and said ,'Lord , I am not willing 
but I am willing to be made willing.' It seems as though he took the key literally 
out of my hand and went straight for that closet. I knew what He would find there 
and so did He. With in a week from that time, He had cleared it right out. But He 
filled it up with something so much better. What a fool I was. He wanted to take 
away the sham jewels and give me the real ones. He took away the th ing that 
was literally eating me alive and gave me Himself.'' 

-APPLY: If we were to be honest this morning, we love Jesus as Saviour but ~;:;js-.J' 
when he begins to ask us for the key rings of our life and of our heart, o~ P,-'></~'l,'. 
How many times have we given Him most of the keys but held back7'Lordship is I / 

putting Him number one in every area of our life. There is something else I 
learned about Lordship from the gospels. Number 3. 

i=i'{J I-,, 

Lordship is accepting responsibility and accountabilit(' Wh:~ I say 
accepting responsibility and accountability, what I am saying is that God is the 
owner of everything. He gives us blessings, He gives us gifts, He gives us 
abilities and He gives us talents. Lordship is a~ce9~~~. ~ hat God has g~ n~ct 
and doing something with it. It/~ W4.... ~ ~ ~~-HtjA. wdA' ;:/:i 

Matthew 25 is ttie story there. ew Bible p. 859) Matthew 25 is the story our 
Lord gives of our talents . We know it well don't we. Remember He gave one 
five, He gave one two and another one, one talent. Let's go to the story for a 
moment. 

--Matthew 25, verse 14 "For it was just like a man about to go on a journey who" 
called his own slaves and entrusted is ossessions to the . " Now notice they 
were the .[lla&ter'i possessions but he ~1,1.W,1-w.them to them . 
Observation number one as God entrusts blessings to us. V .5 I f 
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--In vers 5, "He gave one five, another two, another one. Each according to his 
+l4e. ~ t,J_/~lli! ~ own a · · nd he went on his own journey." Observation number two God's 

h..J f'hi- 11»;!:l, gifts are not equally given. ~,~. 
~ f t,t.P"'"'- --Verse 16 through 1B immediately the one who received five talents went out and 

gained five more of the same manner, the one who had two went out and got two 
more, but in verse 18 the one who received one talent went away and dug it in 
the ground and hid his master's money. Observation number three is that 
people respond differently to what God has given them. 

(( 

--And in verse 19 aftrJ a long time the master of those slaves came and settled 
accounts with them.r ll of us will b,,_accountable for what we did with what 
God has given us. BS$\' 4rro,,i., :it 

--In verses 20-30 the fifth observation: All of us will be rewarded on how we 
develop the blessings that God gave us. 

--In verse 20 and 2t we know the story, he came back to the fellow who had five 
talents, he reproduced five more and he said well done. He said, "You are a 
good and faithful servant and I will put you in charge of many things. 

--In verse 22, the fellow who had two talents went out and gained two more and 
he said in verse 23, well done and I am going to put you in charge of maoy 
things. But he got down to verse 24, nd the one who received the one talent 
came up and said , "Master,I knew you to be a hard man reaping where you di 
not sow and gathering where you had scattered no seed, and I was afraid and 
went away and hrd your talent in the ground and see you have what is yours." 

Can I stop here for a moment, God never wants back from us what He gave 
to us in the same amount. You don't sit on it. What He gives to you and me in 
the beginning of our journey, He never wants back the same way. He always 
wants it back wisely invested. That's a fact. 

What did he do to the guy? He said, " ou a a ·eked and lazy slave" in verse 
26 and he took away his talent from him in verse 28 You know the story well 
enough let me just give you the observations. You see two men looked at the 

p,.1 I J..v-? master's expectations as a blessin That's a fact. The guy with five and the 
~ guy with two they looked and they said , "God you have blessed me with gifts, 

abilities, talents and I am going to take these blessings and I am going to utilize 
them to the best of my abilit ." Two men looked at God's blessings as blessings. 

p.- / I 1. ~-=r One man looked at the master's expectation as a,..__.!LL31' ... n. He was the guy 
_:---' with one talent and he said, "Oh my goodness, I've got this thing, what am I 

going to do with it. I guess I am going to hide it in the ground. I'm just afraid I'm 
going to lose what I have." e looked at what God gave him as a burden, while 
the other two looked at what od gave them as a blessing. 
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Two lessons learned. One, our responsibility is clear. It is clear that we are 
to take our gifts that God gives us and use them. Develop them. Two, our 
accountability is certain . Someday we are going to give an account for what 
we've done with what God's given us. 

--~OTE: We found out so fart Lordship , accepting the so 
We discovered that Lordship i lacing Him first in our life a 
what He has given to us as a blessing. 

eignty of God. 
ccepting 

4. Jesus says fourthly, that Lordship is doing the will of God. Now He moves 
into what I call the arena of action. 

:II 
--Matthew 7:2f{Pew Bible p. 838) "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
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will enter the kingdom of heaven but he who ~ the will of my father who is in 
heaven. Many will say to me on that day 'Lord, Lord,' did we not prophesy in 
your name, did we not in your name cast out demons and in your name perform 
many miracles and I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!' Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine 
and ~ upon them. they may be compared to a wise man who built his house 
upon the rock." 

You know the story of the wise man who built his house on the rock and the 
foolish man who built his house on the sand . Rains came, the wise man's house 
stood, the fpolish man's house fell. Now what the Lord is saying is, 

that' not everybody who makes profession is in my kingdom~ ~ 
Jv,~ f ~ / (/ ~ 
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--ILLUS: Adol Stephenson told one of his father's favorite stories one time 
about the fellow who would go to church and the pastor was speaking on the 
Lordship issue and submitting everything to God and finally the guy kind of under 
conviction began to pray, "On God, use me, use me, use me." And then he 
thought about what all that meant and then he said, "Of course Lord, in an 
advisory capacity." 

How many times do we put p.s. on our letters to the Lord? Oh, yes Lord , 
absolutely. You are the Lord of my life, well, I mean there are a few areas you're 
not. But the whole issue is if we can't trust Him in all , we don't trust Him at all. 

Well, here's a New Year's resolution for us. Seek to know, that deals with 
learning. Seek to know. See you can't obey God's Word if you don't know it. 
That's why we are digging into the gospels and seeing what Jesus says about 
Lordshi(2. We can't really submit to the Lordship until we know what it i 

tJl!'!J•i tna · , but act to show that deals with Lordship. 

Is it not a fact that many Christians are educated way beyond the level of their 
obedience. If I really wanted to have some kind of reaction from you as 
members of this local body, I suppose the best thing I should do is on Sunday, 
instead of preaching, just stand up and tell you go home and do what you already 
knew. The next Sunday when you came back, I would send you home again. 

What most of us need1 is to do what we learned in the Bible study. Should I 
ask, "Do we study to obey God's will or do we study the book of Leviticus?" Most 
would say, "Bring on Leviticus! I love Leviticus! It's my favorite book! I've 
never figured out what that goat is going to do out there in that wilderness. Oh, 
give me Leviticus!" 

You may look right, talk right, but if you are not doin the will of God, you are not 
experiencing the Lordship of Christ. One more thing. 

Lordship 1s personal obedience, regardless of the cost. The great story 
that pulls out this truth is the one in :Jolln 21 eew Bible p. 942) and you know it . 
Let me just tell you the story. 



It is the story where Jesus comes back after His resurrection to visit Peter who 
denied Him three times. He asked Peter the question three times, perhaps one 
for each denial," ter, do you love Me?" ":-i'es, you know I love You." Peter 
was strong, he was bold, he was courageous. The Lord looked at Peter and 
said , "Peter, let me tell you something." 
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"Up to this point you have called the shots and wherever you have wanted to go 
you have go1Je. But I want to tell you something about your future, you no longer 
are going to call the shots. In fact people are going to take you where you don't 
want to go. He began to tell him what kind of death he was going to have. The 
first thing Peter wanted to do was to turn around and pointed to John and said 
okay, "tord, that's my mission, but what's going to happen to Johnt" 

Boy misery loves company. We don't really mind obeying God no matter what 
the cost is, as long as we think that everybody else is going to suffer. We walk in 
and sit in our pew, beside somebody else, and we are suffering and they don't 
seem to be suffering and we don't feel to good about it. "Oh, God I don't mind 
suffering for you but could you put a little pain in their life? I don't mind the lot 
that I have as long as everybody else is on the same lot." You see Lordship, 
Lordship is .Q.e;tsa.Qa.l obedience not c c · obedience. 

Do you see the Lordship Law at the bottom? God is either Lord of all or not 
Lord at all. Ask yourself, "Do I accept God's complete sovereignty and 
ownership in my life?" Listen folks, you got to start there. God QlO£D.S you. You 
are not your ownJ your bou ht with a price. Is God first in every area of my life? 

Can I make a prediction? The next weeks for some of you are going to be 
the best weeks you have ever spent in your life. Because for some of you, 
you are going to settle this Lordship issue. The most miserable people I know on 
God's green earth are not people that are unsaved and lost and unchurched. 
No, no. The most miserable people I know in the world are people who go to 
church , who call themselves Christians. Who haven't yet settled the Lordship 
issue. 

Do you know why? Because they are always wrestling with God. Every time 
God says something they got to go fight. "It's mine, no you can't have that." 
They got to wrestle all the time. Aren't some of you getting worn out? If you 
don't trust Him in all, you don't trust at all. He is either Lord of everything or Lord 
of nothing. There is no such thing as having Him Lord of 60% of your life. Your 
Lord of your life until you give it all to Him. Will 't.~~ ~~ II you are t~ im. / - 1r.,., 
Then do it now. ~ rf-;¢. ~~ '~ ~ Z:, ~ 
"1~! ~ w~~ .J.e_µd/_r;r/~~ ~171,r 

~~~rk nr-~------
~ .a,,,.P.r wdl. ~ -p ~ ,..,,,__ 7 
~ ~ ~ ~ ::;.1l-:f:Ji;!,fll{/ 4dtR~ .u,3/ /4-~ 7dly· aA ~-tr !~ ~ /N'V; 



Message 1 

"WHAT IS LORDSHIP?" 
Pastor John Maxwell 

Introduction: 
"The greatest challenge facing the church today is to reassert the 
Lordship of Christ. " 

A Religious Enigma 
(Capital Voice) 

Out of all the church members in America ... 

/DA cannot be found. 

:2 o:zg never attend church. 

J £% never pray. 

:X,~ never read the Bible. 

if.Oft never give to the church. 

-Chuck Colson 

bO 14 never attend the Sunday evening service. 

6 0?;; never give to world missions. 

7 0 % never assume a ministry in the church. 

BsJo never attend a midweek service. 

Cf .571J never have won one person to Christ. 

yet 

/ 00 ¾ think they will go to heaven! 

What is Lordship? 

1. Acceflµ1r'G-.Th-e.S:,vsrc:r.G-1V71 OP (d..(,2J) (Matthew 8:2) 
Sovereign "one who possesses and exercises supreme authority 
over an individual or group ... an acknowledged leader ... a 
controlling influence." 



2. Q.()J &~rM /lo(Jf{ Lt FE (Matthew 22:36-40) 

3. Accsn;i./lf:r J?EiSPtJ#5 I.B.rJJTyfAccovt1t~lt_thew 25: 14-30) 
. I 

Observations about the story of the talents: 

(1) God has entrusted blessings to us. (v. 14) 

(2) God's gifts are not equally given. (v. 15) 

(3) People respond differently to what God has given them. 
(vs. 16-18) 

(4) All of us will be accountable for what we did with what God 

gave us. 

(5) All of us will be rewarded for how we developed God's 

blessings. (vs. 20-30) 

Two men looked at the Master's expectations as a 
E1-g ss..::r rV (l.. 

One man looked at the Master's expectations as a 
J3vRDEN . 

Lessons Learned 
(1) Our responsibility is __ C-=-_L_E_A"-f_.__ _____ _ 

Develop the gifts God has given us. 
(2) Our accountability is _(;__ £_R_-r;_~~-I.~i'.V- _____ _ 

Someday we will give an account to God for what we have 

done with what He gave us! 

New Year's Resolution: 

(Matthew 7:21-27) 
Seek to know = j_ f:4~#:ZN"G

Act to show = k()RQ.SH~f' 

Lordship Law #1 
God is either Lord of all or not Lord at all. 




