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SCRIPTURE: 

FULL OF JO Y 

Luke 1 0 : 1-~ & 17 & 18 
Text: vs. 1 7 (Ph i llips) "Later the 
seventy came back FULL OF JOY." 

INTRO: A MAN WHO I HAD NEVER MET BEFORE AND SHALL 
NEVER MEET AGAIN SAT NEXT TO ME ON OUR FLIGHT FROM 
RIO DE JANERIO TO FORTALEZA, BRAZIL--A DI STANCE OF 
SOME 1,800 MILES. YOU GET TO KNOW SOMEONE PRETTY 
WELL IN 1,800 MILES EVEN THOUGH YOU CAN'T SPEAK 
THEIR LANGUAGE. 

THIS PHARMACEUTICAL SALESMAN WAS FROM ARGENTINA. 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT KNOW ENGLISH AND I DID NOT KNOW 
SPANISU, WE BEGAN TO COMMUNICATE. BEFORE LEAVING I 
HAD PURCHASED AN ELECTRONIC TRANSLATOR. THE SALESMAN 
TOOK THE TRANSLATOR AND SPELLED OUT A QUESTION IN 
SPANISH. THEN HE PRESSED THE TRANSLATION KEY AND 
THIS WAS HIS QUESTION IN ENGLISH. 

"WHY ARE YOU IN BRAZIL?" AS I LOOKED AT THAT 
QUESTION I THOUGHT, "HOW CAN I IN ONE SIMPLE CONCISE 
SENTENCE COMMUNICATE TO HIM WHY I AM HERE?" THEN I 
SPELLED OUT MY ANSWER IN ENGLISH. WHEN I PRESSED THE 
TRANSLATION KEY HE READ IN SPANISH THE ANSWER AND HIS 
EYES LIGHTED UP WITH APPROVAL! THIS WAS MY ANSWER, 
"I AM HERE TO TELL PEOPLE ABOUT JESUS." AND I NEVER 
FORGOT THAT ANSWER THOSE TWO WEEKS I SPENT IN BRAZIL. 

BUT THAT MAN'S QUESTION . CONTINUES TO HAUNT ME, 
"WHY ARE YOU IN BRAZIL?" pp "WHY ARE TEXAS BAPTISTS 
GOI NG TO BRAZIL BY THE DOZi Ns THESE NEXT TWO YEARS?" 
"WHAT IS THIS 'MISSION TO BRAZIL?'" "WHY DO THOSE 
WHO HAVE BECOME PERSONALLY INVOLVED RETURN AGAIN WITH 
JOY? " 

I . THE PRIVILEGE OF SERVICE 
(\ -Luke 10: 1-;,. 

- - NOTE: When the seventy returned from their miss
ion they were full of joy--radiant with the tri-

i/ umph s they had wrought in the name of Jesus . Any 
time anyone experiences God's working through him 
in bringing salvation to others he is filled with 1 

joy! 
Whether it be the seventy Christ sent to the 

cities around Jerusalem or the sixty-four he sent 
from San Angelo to the city of Fortaleza, Brazil, 



the result is the same, they "returned again with 
joy• II 

To e quite honest, as sixty-four of us left 
Mathis Field for Fortaleza on Wednesday, September 
the 2nd, some were full of fear, some full of ap
prehension, some full of doubt and all were full oj 
a feeling of unworthiness and inadequacy. 

But when that same sixty-four of us landed 
Thursday, September the 17th they "returned again 
with joy!" Why? What had transpired during those 
15 days between September the 2nd and the 17th? 

What had removed their fear and filled them with 
joy?--The answer i s the same as it was for the 
seventy. They returned full of joy because of the 
privilege of service . 

. The Privilege of Being Div1nely- Appointed. 
--vs. 1 "The Lord appointed other seventy also 

and sent them. " 
--NOTE:Each of the 64 went on that missLon by 

divine appointment. Evidence of this was seen 
in how God worked effectively through each per
son. 

--ILLUS: One young rancher witnessed to 60 peoplE 
in one day (tract). 

2. The Privilege of Meeting a Real Need 
--Luke 10:2a 
--NOTE: With only 12 chur ches and 6 miss i ons -a nd 

only 2,000 members in a city of 1½ million, 
there was no way these Brazilians could make th1 
impact on their city that was made with the helJ 
and encouragement of those 64 Texans who went. 

Those Texans did not go as vacationers, nor 
a s observers. They went as fellow laborers who 
met a real need! 

--NOTE: The immed i a t e goal set by Brazilia n 
Baptists is to reach one million people for 

I Christ by the end of 1982 and thus double the 
\V number of Baptists in Brazil. The theme is 

"O Jesus Christo Salva"--"only Jesus Christ 
Saves." 

I Key cities in Texas have joined with key f cities in Brazil as "sister cities" to reach 
Brazil for Christ. Our sister city is Forta
leza, a city of more than 1,500,000 people. 
There were 12 Baptist Churches in that city 
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I. TH£ PRIVILEGE OF SE R~J CE 
with a t otal of 2,000 member s. This is a rat i 
of one Baptist churc h for every l ~S ,000 people . 
Contrast this with San Angelo. We have 38 \ 
Baptist churches for 75,000 people=l to 1,950 
or 17 Southern Baptist churches for 75,000 
people= 1 to 4,400. 

Does God really love San Angelo that much 
more t han Forta l eza? I think not, and our 
"Mission to Brazil" i ntends to do somethi ng 
about this. 

Brazil is a nation of young people. Brazi l
ian young people are open to the gospe l . Sixty 
percent of the population in Brazil is 18 years 
old and younger. No group is capitalizing o n 
the openness of youth. 

While walking in downtown Fortaleza a man 
standing in a busy market place handed me a 
tract. It did not tell about Jesus Christ-
i t was an invitation to join in Voodooism, 

' Black Magic and Demon worship. 
The privilege of service is the privilege of 

meeting the real need - rea ching people with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ before that vaccuum 
is fil l ed with someth ing e l se. 

II. THE POWER OF GOD 
--Luke 10:17 (READ) 
--NOTE: We saw the power of God at work through us 

as we had never seen before. It was astonishing! 
It was almost like standing to the si e as an 

'v o bserver and watching God perf orm mi r ac l es ! 
Not one person who went failed to be used by 

God. Opportunities were everywhere and the Power 
of God worked with unusual freedom. 

--ILLUS: Began with a giant Rally in the city's 
j largest public square in the c e nter of Fort aleza. 

_i The evangelistic rally began at 4:00 p.m. and 
', s cores o f peop l e gathered. youth group sang- an ~ 

p layed . 64 Texans and many Brazilians personally 
shared their witness and distributed their testi
monies. Then Lyndel sang, I preached and Jezimie 
Silva e x tended the i nvitation. 51 people accepte 
Christ be fore we left that p lace ! 

- ILLUS: Teen Challenge Drug Rehabilitation Center 
service 1st Sund a y 2:30 p . m. Charli e shared 
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testimony. Wanda and J.C. Doss were there. As 
young men sang, tears streaming down the i r faces. 
An emntionally moving scene. I put aside my pre
pared sermon and just talked about their worth, 

1 God's love and how to be saved. Eight of the 15 
accepted Christ. 

- - ILLUS: Green Sea Mission - 80 adults in a little 
school room that should have held 40. 5 young 
mothers with babies in their arms were saved. 

-- I LLUS : Three in a nospital chapel service. 
-- I LLUS: Young hotel clerk who is to be married to-

day at 1:00 a.m. accepted Christ at the hotel desk . 
--ILLUS: Two newspaper articles; the two T.V. sta

t i ons in Fortaleza present at airport when we 
arrived. Later, interview ... 

--ILLUS: Visit with Mayor and Governor. 

III. THE PROMISE OF VICTORY 
--Luke 10:18, •• 
--NOTE: Ater the . 70 had returned from their mis-

sion "full of joy" Christ shares in their joy by 
saying, "I saw the forces of darkness and evil 
defeated; the citadel of Satan is stormed and the 
Kingdom of God is on the way." Jesus knew that 
the deathblow to Satan and all his powers had 

• been struck. 
Christ makes the promise of ultimate victory. 

--APPLY: The six ty-four who returned from Fortaleza 
"returned with joy" because of Christ's evident V promise of victory. They realized that they wit
nessed only the beginning, the initial mission, 
and that real victory would yet come. 

--NOTE: But what is the basis for our joy over this 
promise? 

--ILLUS: Jerold Golston, Exe·cutive Secretary of the 
Ceara Baptist Convention said, "More will be accom 
plished in the years of 1981-1982 than in the pre
vious 37 years of Baptist history in Ceara." 

For instance: 
(1) More seminary students from Ceara in 1981-

1982 than in the previous 37 years combined 
(2) More growth in church membership; 
(3) More S.S. growth; 
(4) More mission giving; 
(5) Will double number of churches in Fortaleza 

from 12 in 1981 to l S- now to 24 by the end 
~ 11 17 ,, (I I/ 31.f-- 6 (? I /rfJ.-
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of 1982! 
--ILLUS: Brazilian president's campaign to pro

vide housing. $20 month. i.e. Marshal Rondon 1 
Housing Development with 6,000 new houses, with 
36,000 people and no church of any kind. I 

In Fortaleza the.re are five such new housing 
areas with 30,000 ne~ houses and not one 
church! ~ !:>/--'~ ;/-~·•,;-;i.q,• ~ Jf-0 

--BUILDINGS VERSUS TICKETS: ( $150, 000-$2 00, 0 00+) 
Alverado, $44,600 - How raised$ i.e. Tucker ... 
Inspired pastors Now 3rd lar est coop.prog. 
giver in. Ceara! / ll'f1 /~lf-() J. l,,,4va 
Bon Jardin - 60 members - 50 conversions -
Belmore 
City West - Monte Castelo - 9% mo= 108% y r . 
Feb. prayer circle - Dad - Sept ... 
Jose Walter - Sr. Ad. Women 
Third htapa - Burt Terrill 
Capistrano - Deloris Floyd ($5,000) 

--NOTE: Money given or pledged to construct 17 
new churches and missions 
Effect? $1,150,000 FBC 1980-81 ; Record Baptism 
in 11 years . . • Re.ce.,'-/e (pso {3SO) 8SOi.t lf/8). ~f,...f~ 

--APPLY: Indeed Satan is being defeated and / 
Christ is e xperiencing unprecedented victory in 
Brazil. 

--ILLUS: Paul and gospel to palace guard. 
In Fortaleza (State of Ceara) the Secretary 

of Finance, Ozias Rodriques, is active member 
of First Baptist Church and in May goes to 
Brazilia. A former Congressman, Hilderbrand, 
is president of the Ceara Baptist Convention ... 

CON: In 1964 a major revolution occurred in Brazil. 
It was led by a General of the Army. Brazil was 
rapidly moving toward the camp of the Communis t s. 
The central government was weak. In fact, the commu
nists had set the date for seizing control of the 
government. 

Lists had been made of (1) Those to be deported; 
(2) Those to be imprisoned; and (3) Those to be exe
cuted! 

Some of our Southern Baptist missionaries were num
bered among those to be executed. 

But a general and the armed forces ot Brazil took 
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( control of the government a nd avoided the communist 
take over. 

1 Everything has changed since then. A backward 
nation that was primarily only agricultural has ex-

l perienced fantastic growth in industry, economics, 
education (grades 1-12 free for all children and 
adults--3 sessions a day). But most of all, for us, 
mission opportunities. 

You can stand on any street corner in any city or 
village and preach Christ and no one will oppose you 
and scores will stop and listen. 

But the frightening thought is that Brazil came 
j within a matter of days of becoming a communist na
tion. Her doors could have been shut to the gospel. 

Brazil today could be as closed as Cuba to our 
missionary enterprise. 

Jesus said, "I must work ... while it is day; the 
night cometh when no man can work." (John 9: 4) . 

Thank God, that "night" has not yet come to Brazil. 
God grant that we shall enter the fields that are 
white already unto harvest while it is still day ! 
And thus fulfill our mission to Brazil! 



FULL OF JOY (II) ,,! () 

USED: 12/1/81 S.W.B.T.S. Chapel Service(X~J~) 
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