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THERE IS NO HOPE -- UNLESS. 
Pew Bible, pgs. 898-899 

Scripture: Luke 10:1-16 

Intro: Neil Strait wrote these words, "Take from a man his 
wealth, and you hinder him. Take from a man his purpose, 
and you slow him down. But take from a man his hope, and 
you stop him! He can go on without wealth, and even without 
purpose, for a while. But he cannot go on without hope!" 

There is no hope for America's depressed, or for her 
drug addicts, or down-and-outs -- unless. There is 
no hope for the scores of ethnic groups in America ever to 
hear the Gospel in their own language -- unless. . There 
is no hope for the millions of Americans who flock to resort 
areas every weekend ever to be reached for Christ -- unless 

Unless, like the 70 whom Christ sent out, we too (1) 
Work together, (2) Catch the spirit of Christ, and (3) 
Realize the urgency of the hour. 

There Is No Hope -- Unless: 

I. WE WORK TOGETHER 
--Luke 10:1 KJV "After these things the Lord appointed 
other seventy also, a nd sent them two and two before 
his face into every c i ty and place, whither he himself 
would come." 

--EXEGESIS: In Galilee Jesus had sent the Twelve on a 
preaching mission (Luke 9:1-6). Now in Judea He 
appointed seventy othe r disciples for a similar mission 
(10:1). The fact that He is now beginning a Judean 
ministry makes it natural that He would repeat in Judea 
what He had already succeeded in Galilee. 

Why did Jesus choose seventy disciples for this 
mission? The number "seventy" is found often in Jewish 
life. Moses appointed seventy elders to assist him in 
governing Israel (Num. 11:16,24). The Sanhedrin 
consisted of seventy members plus a president who 
corresponded to Moses. It may be simply that seventy 
were necessary for the task at hand, even as twelve had 7i f•,Ae 
been sufficient i .o.,1G~). ilee. (Hobb~., _pg. 178)1.t"lt~>.tn.. ,,_,.,.. '() 

lv-4 ~ Al~ Jluf>E UNT'ZL • rrey J...&Al/116/J 7lJ WvA ~ 70<>&. 7' l-1 ~". 

1. Building on What Others Have Done 
--Luke 10:la "After these things the Lord appointed 

OTHER seventy also." 
--EXEGESIS: "Other" renders heterous, others of a 
different kind. This within itself is intended to 
distinguish them from the Twelve in Luke 9. 
(Hobbs, pg. 178) 

The 12 had been trail blazers in the spread 
of the gospel. Doubtlessly much had been learned 
from their experience. 



1. Building On Wha t Ot hers Have Done 

Now the 70 move out and build on what the 12 
had done--they continue the momentum of the 
gospel . 

--(MOTE: There is no "Lone Ranger" in the work of 
Christ. We build on what others have done. We 
need each other if we are to reach America for 
Christ. 

Others have gone before us, and still others 
give full time to Home Missions. But if there is 
to be hope, we must follow through with what 
others have begun; we must build on what others 
have done. 

2. ooperating With Each Other 
s. lb "And sent them two and two!" 

--EXEGESIS: To those selected cities He sent the 
seventy men, two by two; thirty-five teams to 
cover the ground. (Morgan, pg. 135) 

There seems to me that there is a synergy--a 
spiritual energy- -released when two or more are 
involved in the s ame ministry. (Ogilvie, pg. 181) 

--APPLY: With a "harvest" truly as great as 
America, we as Southern Baptists must work 
together, coopera ting with each other. We may not 
all agree on the channel of cooperation, but we do 
all agree on cooperation. Therefore our funds 
flow together as one great river to quench the 
spriritual thirst of a needy land. 

Cooperating with each other is the only way 
15 million Southern Baptists in 42,000 local 
churches can support 3,808 home missionaries 
serving in all 5 0 states plus, Puerto Rico, 
American Samoa, Canada and the American Virgin 
Islands. 

3 . Preparing People To Receive Christ 
-- s. lb & c "And sent them two and two before his 

face, into every city and place, whither He 
Himself would come." 

--L.B. "The Lord sent them on ahead in pairs to all 
the towns and villages He planned to visit later." 

--NOTE: They were to go before Jesus into the 
cities and villages into which He was about to 
come. In a sense they were te~erunne ~s for Jesus 
to prepare the way for His coming. (Hobbs, pg. 
178) 

That mission was something quite new in the 
method of Jesus . It was a planned campaign. In 
the first three years of His ministry there seems 
to have been an absence of what we should call 
organization. Here, on the contrary, is the 
account of caref ully organized work. 

It was the last movement in His public 
ministry, and He planned, an intensive campaign. 
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1. Building On What Others Have Done 
2. Cooperatin g With Each Other 
3. Preparing People To Receive Chr ist 

They were to work together in preparing the 
people to receive Christ when He came. 

--APPLY: Our gifts, prayers, and involvement in 
Home Missions is how we work together, preparing 
people to receive Christ. 

Where do you go when your .w.t.e.;SH~!i-.!-~= 
and the kids? Where do you go when you desper
ately need strong friends because you're trying 
to leave the drug cene? Where do you go when 
you're a lonely, mal n e urished sBnior adult? 
Where do you go when ~ou ' ~e 1 4, unmarried and 
pregnant? For many people, the answer is a 
Baptist center. 

Through Anni e Armstrong gifts, these centers 
feed and clothe the poor, teach people to read, 
minister to substance abusers and their families, 
help youngsters in trouble, and provide "family" 
and food for the elderly. As they minister to the 
needs of our hurt ing society, we are working 
together, prepar i ng people to receive Christ! 
(Speaker's Guide , HMB) 

II. WE CATCH THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST 
--Luke 10:2-3 (KJV) vs . 2 "Therefore said he unto them, 
~he harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth labourers into his harvest:" 
vs. 3 "Go your ways: b ehold, I send you forth as lambs 
among wolves." 

- NOTE: Jesus said, " I am the Light of the world." And 
He is! He brings hope where there is no hope because 
of His spirit. We must catch that spirit if we are to 
bring hope into hopelessness! 

But what kind of spirit is this? We see it in the 
words of Christ. 

1. pirit of Vision 
--vs. 2a "The harvest truly is great, but the 
labourers are few." 

--NOTE: Christ did not allow the fewness of 
laborers to dampen His vision of what the harvest 
could be. 

--NOTE: If the d isciples had been constituted a 
committee to inv estigate the condition of Judea as 
a t ield of opera tions for the Christian enter
prise, I know e xactly what their findings would 
have been. They would have examined the country, 
and the people, and would have gone back into the 
history, and they would have said: Without any 
doubt, Judea needs the Gospel of Christ. But it 
is a terribly hard field, there is a great deal to 
be done before we can hope to see any results. We 

3 



1. A Spirit Of Vision 

shall have to plough up the fallow ground, and sow 
the seed, and wait patiently for the harvest. 

But Christ said, vs. 2 "The harvest truly IS 
great!" "It is r ipe, it is READY, now!" 

--APPLY: Leon Clay, Southern Baptist Horne 
Missionary, challenges us to see the vision of 
reaching for Christ the more than 100 language 
groups in the metropolitan Los Angeles counties 
areas. He will be starting new work with many of 
these groups with the funds you make available 
through your gift to the Annie Armstrong, Horne 
Missions offering this year. Our goal is $16,000-
-a 10% higher goal than last year. 

2. ~ Spirit Of Prayer 
--:vs. 2D "Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth labourers into 
his harvest." 

--NOTE: There never are enough laborers. For 
this reason Jesus urges His followers to pray the 
Lord of the harve st that He would thrust forth 
laborers into the harvest. Despite the great 
need, there is always an unwillingness in the 
human heart. And prayer to God is the only means 
at our disposal by which to overcome this 
hesitancy. 

- -.JlU~:In recent years some Christian groups have 
even put on recruiting campaigns to secure enough 
men to fill the needs of the ministry. Jesus did 
not counsel such. Instead, we are to pray that 
God will supply t he laborers. The lack of 
laborers is in d irect proportion to our lack in 
praying to God to this end. (Hobbs, pg. 179) 

--APPLY: Because of this, Southern Baptists call 
this week, "The Week of Prayer for Horne Missions." 
We realize that all else we may do, or say or give 
will accomplish little, apart from the power and 
practice of prayer. For the spirit of Christ is 
the spirit of prayer. 

3 . A Spirit of Action 
- vs. 3 "Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs 

among wolves." 
--NOTE: The disciples are to pray for laborers and are 
to become laborers themselves. (Interpreter's Bible, 
pg. 184) 

All their authority is found in those four words; 
"Behold, I send you." Where shall we place the 
emphasis in that sentence? Not on the "you." "I send 
you." Put it on the "I." "I send you," so that when 
they went, they knew they went under His charge, and 
the responsibility of their selection and sending 
rested on Him. (Morgan, pg. 136) 
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1. A Spirit Of Vision 
2. A Spirit Of Pr ayer 

--"bong wolves:" Chri st first warned them of the 
danger which awaited t hem. 
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- - APPLY: Carrying the gospel where few have heard it 
and where some may not welcome it is not easy. :r11;1 SA .... H..A· FMfa.. · 

But our home miss ionaries are willing to and feel 
called to do this. We must stand by their side with 
our prayers, our gifts and our encouragement. 

Action is not det ermined by the djfficu]t¥ of the 
task, but by the demands of the Lord. And He said, s. 
3 "Go your ways! Beho ld I send you forth as lambs 
among wolves! 

III. WE REALIZE THE URGENCY OF THE HOUR 
--Luke 10:4-16 
--Luke 10:4, s, 7 & 9b (KJV) vs. 4 "Carry neither purse, 
nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the way." 
vs. 5 "And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, 
Peace be to this house ." 
s. 7 "And in the same house remain, eating and 

drinking such things a s they give: for the labourer is 
worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house." 
vs. 9b "Say unto them , The kingdom of God is come nigh 
unto you." 

- , ~ OTE: There is a str ong sense of urgency in these 
words. Christ is sayi ng, "If there is to be any hope 
for the cities where I soon shall be going, you need to 
move quickly, sharing the urgent message of the n e ar
ness of the Kingdom of God!" 

1. f Proclaiming Th e Gospel 
--Luke 10:4, s, 7 & 9b 

(1) Unencumbered 
--vs. 4a "Car ry neither money bag, sack, nor 
sandals;" ( NKJV) 

--NOTE: We a re not to be cluttered up with 
material things; we are to travel light! It 
is easy to get entangled and enmeshed in the 
things of this life. 

Once Dr . Samuel Johnson, after touring a 
great castle, remarked grimly, "These are the 
things which make it difficult to die." Earth 
lIUlst nev er blgt g11t hea1'en , 

There i s no hope unless we realize the 
urgency of proclaiming the gospel unemcum
bered! We haven't time for lesser things! 

- Did not our Lord say? "And the cares of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches and 
the lusts o f other things entering in, choke 
the Word, and it becometh unfruitful." (Mk. 
4:19) 

--APPLY: Mo r e than 50 percent of your home 
missionaries' support comes through the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering for Home Missions. 
The needs are greater than ever. This 



III. WE REALIZE THE URGENCY OF THE HOUR 
1 . Of Proclaiming The Gospel 

( 1) Unencumbered 

offering helps people in need--physically, 
emotionally and spiritually. 

There is no hope unless we remain 
unencumbered by material things; the love for 
which will pre~ent us from giving much of 
anything at all. 

(2) Undistracted 

( 3) 

- vs. 4b "And salute (greet) no man by the 
way." 

--NOTE: Oriental greetings were extended and 
tedious. They were not to stop and palaver, 
but were to hasten on their way. 

It is not an instruction to discourtesy; 
but it does mean that we must not turn aside 
or linger on the lesser things while the 
great things call him. (Barclay, pg. 136) 

--APPLY: When we begin to take personal wit
nessing and missions in any form seriously, 
Satan will try a thousand distractions. Be 
single minded! Let nothing pull or deter you 
from tenaciously pursuing the will of God! 
Unselfishly 

--vs. 7 (KJV) "And in the same house remain, 
eating and drinking such things as they give: 
for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go 
not from house to house." 

--NOTE: We must not be in the work for what 
we can get out of it. The witness is to eat 
what is put before him; he must not move from 
house to house seeking better and more com
fortable quarters. 

It was not long before the Church has 
its spongers. There is a work called The 
Teaching of the Twelve Apostles. It was 
written about A.D. 100, and it is the 
Church's first book of order. In those days 
there were prophets who wandered from town to 
town. It is laid down that if a prophet 
wishes to stay in a place for more than three 
days without working he is a false prophet. 
And if a prophet asks for money or a meal he 
is a false prophet! >The labourer is worthy 
of his hire, but the servant of a crucified 
master cannot be a seeker for luxury. 
(Barclay, pg. 136) 

--APPLY: What Your Mission Dollars Can Buy 

2. Of Accepting The Gospel 
--:Lulte 10:12-16 
--NOTE: To have heard God's word is a great 
responsibility. A man will be judged according to 
what he had the chance to know. We allow things 
in a child we condemn in an adult. We forgive 
things in a savage we would punish in a civilized 
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III. WE REALIZE THE URGENCY OF THE HOUR 
1. Of Proclaiming The Gospel 

( 1) Unencumbered 
(2) Undistracted 
( 3) Unselfishly 

2. Of Accepting The Gospel 

man. Responsibility is the other side of privi
lege. 

It is a terrible thing to reject God's 
invitation . There is a sense in which every 
promise of God t hat a man has ever heard can 
become his condemnation. If he receives these 
promises they are his greatest glory, but if he 
rejects these promises they will some day be a 
witness against him. (Barclay, pgs. 136-137) 

--vs. ' . e w o rejec s you re,ec'fs me. " We may 
view this statement in either of two ways: 
(1) Most obviously and immediately the intention 

is to affirm the authority of the preacher. 
He goes out in Christ's name; he stands in 
Christ's place; he speaks for Christ. His 
message is not his own; it has been given to 
him. If men reject him and his message, he 
must not take the hurt of their rejection too 
much to himself; they have rejected him only 
because they have also, and first, rejected 
Christ and t he truth. 

(2) The same tex t calls attention to the terrible 
responsibility under which the preacher 
stands. Let us suppose that the rejected 
preacher does not truly represent Christ, 
that he speaks his own words, not Christ's; 
and that he is rejected for his own sake, not 
for Christ's sake. Even so, it is likely 
that the tex t will still be true: he who 
rejects you rejects me, i.e., many who hear 
the preacher will not be able to distinguish 
between him and the Christ he claims to 
represent, and in rejecting him, will reject 
Christ also. (Interpreter's Bible, pg. 188) 

CONI: Hope is: "Tomorrow's trust based on today's reality." 
Many people in our country possess no hope, for the present 
situation offers no relief. Poverty, disease, loneliness; 
and unforgiven sin result in a sense of desolation and hope
lessness. 

There is no hope for men, women, boys and girls in our 
own nation apart from the life-changing message of Christ-
the only hope for mankind. 

"Christ's love compels us," to share that hope. May 
his love motivate us to be bold in our telling, lavish in 
our giving, and constant in our praying for the sharing of 
our hope in Christ with America. (Speaker's Guide, HMB) 

Fort here ; s r'lo hope u.n Le.s S ••• 
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