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HE HAS CHARISMA 
Judges 6 7 

(A Sermon on 

A small boy a 
on the end of 

St. Bernard. A passerby paused to 
watc~ the of war. you 

that dog for a 
will," panted the soon 
as I find out where be wants to 

... 

picture of 
people today. 
are pulled from one place to the 
next the pressures of 
with little control over what 
they do o r where they go. They 
a re not leaders but 

,Ihat is also of 
in the 

g reatest for t h e work of 
k i ngdom, 

far is men and 
women who will dare to take 
control o~ the circumstances of 

§.!!--· their 11 ves. We need people wh o 
1 will dare to be leaders instead 

of followers , people who will 
Mk,e instead 

what happened. 

does it , 
Many definitions have 

been offered of leader, but all 
seem to falh--.__into two basic 
categories. describe a 
leader terms of he is . 
This is the to 
leadership.. According to t his 
understanding , a leader is a 
person who has certain qualities 
such empathy, persuasiveness, 
insight, and courage which 
e s tabli sh his leadership. 

Leadership) 

a leader . in 
terms of what he accomplishes. 

to leadership . In this 
understanding, a man is a leader 

results for t he 
group better than else . 

One definition of leadership 
The 

other definition of leadership 
focuses on Both 
ideas Tnvolved in 

a s 
of Israel the 

time Joshua's dea t h the 
of Saul as the first 

of Israel . These leader s 
were "judges" and they 
described in the biblical book 
that 

The her 
misleading, for t he role 
of the se lea ders was n ot 
but These judges 
not elected. did not 

because blood 
flowed in their veins. 
they 
of the of 
and the of their 
lives. had what would 
call today "charisma." 

The best these 
charismatic leaders of I srael was 

I 
believe, I want t o 
consider mes sage . Bis 

He truly a 
leader of and 



must be duplicated in the l ives 
of those would be leader s of 
the people of God today . 

The first factor is 
compulsion. Look at 
In the first picture we 
Gideon discover that 

beating out 
in order 

from the Hid~anites were in 
c ontro of the This task 
might not seem significant in 
itself, but the action was 
significant. of a 

sitnat:Jan , 
l J t o He was willing 

to Be was willing 
to the ini · ati-v-~. 

He not recei ve 
from the 

Be did not have 
to have a set 
aside to get excited. e did not 
have ta see tll"" th 
h Gideon ook the init i ative 
himself. He not 

circumsta;gces 
inner do 

something. He was busy. 

Several ago, ijud 
s eries 

on phys ical in 
o the president's 
fitness In 

asked him, 
would is the 

contributi on of modern football 
to Expecting 
some e l aborate answer , the 
reporter was for 

response. The coach 
answered, 

The reporter 
and finally stut tered, 

"Would you care to elaborate on 
that?" "Certa inly," Coach 
Wilkinson replied. define 
f ootbal as twenty-two men on the 
fie l d who need rest 
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peop le in 
desperatel y 

t he 
need 

also a pictu re of 
the a few compulsively 

peopl running around the 
while the mass of people 

rest in the pews. l eader i s 
t he compulsion to 

the grandstands and 
the game. A leader is one who is 
willing to say, to do 
something, even if it's 

has compulsion. 

We also see his commitment. 
Gideon was busy at 

called him for a special 
Like all us, Gideon 

felt inadequate to the 
task. 

We see his outline of 
i n ve Be 

said that he o be 1 

which the 
and tribe in all Israel. 
Then, he said that 
the 
th t ribe of Manasseh. 

o f t,be Gideon 
said that he was the l owest and 
weakest member of the lowest and 
weakest of the lowest 
weakest tribe in all Israel. You 

get much lowe that! 

To this exposition 
excuses , God gave . a rep ly , 
"I be w y u. 
God said, 'Gideon what 

With that assurance, Gideon 
his to God's 

Notice the transition f rom 
one poi n t 

h a d been was 
for God. Gideon was 
<;JD now 

channeled into 
commitment to God. 



is . It 
means to channel our and 
our and our 
into the stream of God 's purpose 
and work . 

bas 
the 

are 
unchanneled compulsion is 

like the man who "mounted his 
horse and rode off in all 
directions ." A leader one 
who, like Gideon, channels that 

into commitment 
God. 

Notice the third element of 
Gi deon's leadership : his 
courage. Having his 
life to God, Gideon was now rea dy 
to find out what God 
to do. 

Notice that the commitment 
preceded the commission. Gideon 

&&lii , You tell me 
You have mind and I'll 

tell You whether or not do 
i . Instead, he "God, 
available to You. Whatever i t 
is, wherever You want to 
I' l l go." was the 
commitment that preceded the 
commission. 

God him commission 
in God told 
Gideon to h~s f 
bull, to tear down the altars of 
Baal which his f ather had s et up, 
to use the wood of those altars 
to burn the bull in a sacrifice 
to the Lord God! To obey that 
c ommission took courage . Yet, 
vers Gideon took 
ten n of his servants did 
as the Lord had spoken to him." 

Notice the 
courage 

verse If you -

7 

understand that command in the 
context of the book, you wil l 
realize that it took t remendous 
courage to do what Gideon did. 
Yet, verse 27 also says he was 
afraid. Because Gideon was 
courageous, he carried out God's 
command . Because Gideon was 
afraid, th Bible says he carried 
out God's command ni ght 
t han in ·the day. 

Courage, says one 
definition, is being the only one 
who knows you are afraid ! 

acting, not in the 
absence of fear, but the midst 
of fear . GideQn afraid, but 
he was not paralyzed by that 
fear. Gideon was afraid but he 
was not controlled by his fear. 

overcame it, and carried out 
the God a ssigned i n 
commitment to God. That is real 
courage. 

I 't_,wJ 
tells us: I/ 

the o e Lord upon 
Gideon." Bis commitment to God 
was the source of his courage. 

aTbe of a leader the 
of courage that leads to 

action . This does not the 
absence of f ear , but it means 
that because our fear of the Lord 
is greater than our fear of men, 
we nevertheless act in obedience 
to His command. That is real 
courage. 

Factor number 
Gideon's compulsion. Be was 
willing to do something with h i s 
life. Then, he channeled that 
compulsion into commitment t o 
God. Because commitment 

God, he was able to act in the 
face of opposition and in the 
midst of fear with courage. 
Then, in chapter notice the 
final outcome of that process as 



I 
Gideon' s and 

and led 
finally; to 

Chapter 7 t ,eJ 
story ;'>llquest di ap 
by Gideon and his I am not 
so interested in the of 
that particular victory I am 
in proclaiming to you 

.'7 Surrender God• will 
to success. 

Valor led to victory . Commitment 
led to conquest. Because of his 
c omplusion and his commitment 
his courage, Gideon won t h e 
victory for the Lord. 

In a when we so often 
encourage each other in 
med iocrity, need to remember 
that the Bible tells us "in all 
these things overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved 
(Rom. 8: 37) . 

In a when most 
from one 

def eat to another, need to 
remind ourselves that God 
us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus (1 Cor. 

descriptions are used 
of Christians in 

At first, they were 
c alled lowers of the 
Then at Antioch, they were 

The commonest word 
f or those committed to Christ was 

In his 
Pa ul addresse d the Christians as 

In his epis.tle, John 
or 

called these first 

John whatever is 
born of God 
and this is the victory that has 
overcome the world" (1 Jn. 

When you out in faith 
f o r God, when you commit yourself 

8 

to when you cou rageously 
stand for Him, you can 

win ·the victory. You do not have 
to be defeated You do 
not have to be disgraced sin . 
You do not have to be destroyed 
by suffering. You do not have to 
be distracted by sensuality. You 
can win the 

bro;:? 

is made in 
to Gideon, 

who are you are 
e to give Midian into 

hands, Israel become 
- saying, • own 

has delivered me.'" So Gideon 
reduced his forces from 32,000 to 
300 men before God for 
him to move out. 

The 
victory is~ in the 
of the 

God~ in 
allowlng the power of God to 
freely move in our lives. 

of 
for men and 

will leaders, 
I 

to God and 
out. 

f God. J J be 
one? 

******************************** 
******************************** 

BEGINNING IN JUNE 

Brian's will feature a 
seven part series on the book of 
Malachi which will be the 
Bible Study book for 1988. I n 
each of the June through December 
issues, one of these messages on 
Malachi will appear. You will 
have the complete set by January 
1988. 
********************************* 
********************************* 


