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LESSONS FROM THE PAST 

Seri ture: Joshua 

Intro: AS WE LOOK UPON THE WORKS DONE, LIYES rRANSFORMED AND 
BUILDINGS NOBLE SOULS OF THE PAST OF THIS GREAT 
CHURCH, WE ASK WITH ISRAEL OF OLD, "WHAT MEAN YE BY THESE 

ANSWERS THAT COME ARE RICH LESSONS FROM THE PAST 
THEY SPEAK OF GOD'S HAND RESTING UPON THE LABORS OF THE 

CHARTER MEMBERS WHO ORGANIZED THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH IN 
OUR CITY ON 

OF THE MINISTRY OF OUR FIRST PASTOR, T.E. 
WILL WARM HEART. THE SACRIFICES MADE DURING THE FIVE MAJOR 
BUILDING PROGRAMS CHALLENGE EACH OF US TO GIVE AND BE OUR 

EACH LAYMAN AND EACH OF THE PAST PASTORS HAVE HANDED 
TO US A RICH HERITAGE. WHAT WILL WE DO WITH WE 
CHALLENGED TO DO FAR MORE THAN WE EVER WOULD AS WE LEARN FROM 
THE LESSONS OF THE PAST • 

I. THAT 
--Vss.21-22 

esp.a 
stones stood as evidence that re

wards those who are obedient to His commands 
(1) Because of confidence in Him 

: They did not know what fate awaited them 
on the other side, they only knew that God 
go and this they must 

(2) Because a willingness to follow the 
leadership of others. 

--vs. Sa ("Israel did so as Joshua commanded") 
--fm§: Why not other man or 

their own individual Because Joshua 
was God's man that message 

through him. i.e. men of the past 
church, 

( 3) Becaus'e of a cooperative 
--Vs. Sb ("And they took up 12 stones ••• according 

to the number of the tribes ••• ") 
is Fearless in the of Difficulty 

lb 

13 
Years earlier their forefathers cowardly 

withdrew from any possibility of battle by refus· 
to enter the Promised Land. This generation 



I 

prepared for battle as though it were a normal 
part of the involved in fulfilling God's 
plans. 

(1) Because of the assurance of doing God's will 
was .not on of 

own. : 
In 1910 when George W. was pastor 

this church owed $40,000.00 (equal to 
today). bad years followed in 1911 and 19. 
But by 1914 entire $40, 00 was paid in 
full. 

(2) Because of belief in the triumph of God's Cause 
Israel .hill!, to succee_d. This was God ·' s 

cause. This church kept growing, 
expanding its program and building this is 
God's cause! 1st builders were not starting a 
lost cause· ••• 

(3) Because faith is at home in situations 
- -Matt . 17:20b "If ye have faith as a grain of 

mustard seed, ye shall unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall be 
removed; and nothing shall be impossible unto 
you." 

3. Which Stays True to God' s 
God's purpose for Israel was to inhabit the 

Promised Land. Though difficulty occurred, they 
steadfastly remained true to God's purpose 

How could such a small in 
ber over - 70 years later.? Because 
rewards a faith that stays true to His purpose -
evangelism and missions! 

(1) Because of love for God 
Even though hardships came and many 

defected to pagan gods, there still remained 
those whose love for God compelled them to 
stay true to God's purpose. 

What accounts for the relentless service 
for God through all kinds circumstances in 
this church? -- A love for God. 

(2) Because of compassion for 
The 70 year history of this great church 

has been a history of 
Just in the last .5"'years alone, 
verts have been baptized into the fellowship 
of this church. 



(3) Because of conviction of responsibility 
Israel felt that she had a responsibility 

for others that could be only as she re
mained true to purpose. 

--JJ]JI\Wir; In the 70 year long of this church 
it did not one time go f some tangent 
stayed true to the and God's 

II. THAT OURS IS A MIGHTY 
--Vss. 23-24 . 
1. Who Performs Miraculous Things 

--Vs. 23 up tfie 
• God had done this same thing years before and 

was still to do it again. 
(1) the need demands it 

Why did God up the Not for 
show, but because of a need that go unmet 
if the miracle were not performed. 

(2) Because faith releases his miraculous power 
While at Nazareth "Jesus did not many 

.mighty things there because of their unbelief." 
The church outgrew its original buildi g ' 

( 8 
'6 

1st masonry 
building completed by released 
the I 

Because of the praise they bring to him 
24a 

--n;p: We honor the past and the great souls who 
have gone on before us, but we reserve our 
praise to the God who made the past possible! 

2. Who Is Anxious to Help 
--Isa. 59:1 "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, 

that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that 
it cannot 

Israel have crossed over the Jordan long 
before now -- God was anxious but Israel was not. 

{l) Because this is His Work 
has far more invested than we do. He 

invested His Son in this cause. 
(2) Because of this compassion for the lost 

Lord is not willing that any should perish." 
(3) Because time is 

--"Boast thyself of tomorrow ••• 



24:42 ''Watch therefore: for ye know not wha 
hour your Lord doth 

24:46 "Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord when he cometh shall find so doing." 

If we are ever going to do something great 
we had better do it soon.. I feel 

this must have spirit which 
inspired in to lead the church 
to triple its space. 

3. Who Strikes in Our 
--Vs. 24b 

• When later generations gazed upon the rocks 
what they meant, they would stand 

with utter amazement and reverence in the pres enc 
God. 

(1) Because of - realization of our dependence upon 
Him 

Though there many builders. along the 
way was but one Master Architect -- the 
Lord Himself. _ i.e. Aaron, and now 

-- but always God. 
-Re<M:-~- ..µi 19-9.- - ; 

195 
-

Because of a realization of our unw9rthiness 
Was Israel worthy of this miraculous deed 

-- NO! We are not worthy of the rich heritage 
that is ours. We are frightened by the though 
of what God can do through us. 

of our acco.untabili tr Him 

III. WE 
--Vss. 6-7 
--Heb. 12:1 "Wherefore seeing also are compassed about 

with greats cloud witnesses, let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and us run with patience the race that is set 
before us." 

The many workers, and pastors_, have 
long since passed on to glory, look with anticipation 

the of heaven see if we will be faithfu 
in our obligation to those who after us. 

1. To Hand on an Undefiled Faith 
---II Tim. 2: 2 "And the things that thou hast heard of 

me among many the same t thou to 
faithful men, who be able to teach others 



(1) By defending it against hostile attacks 
--Jude 3b should earnestly contend for the 

faith which was once delivered unto the 
saints. -" 

(2) By refraining from altering it 
--Rev. 22:18b-19 any man shall add unto these 

things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book: and if any man 
shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take his part out 
of the book of life •• • 

(3) By boldly presenting it. 
--Rom. 1:16 "For I not ashamed of the gospel of 

Christ: for it is the of God unto 
salvation to everyone that believeth ••• 

2. To Make a Real Im G ion 
--Acts 4:13b took knowledge of them, that they 

had been with Jesus. 
O, that men may say of our generation! 

(1) By winning the lost to Christ 
- -ILLUS.: Nothing will change the complexion of 

our like numbers of men being saved. 
i.e. , ourthcrct's'e, , treet 

tabex.na>Gl.e 
' . .. 

(2) By living a distinctively Christian life 
--II Cor. 6:17 "Wherefore come out from among them 

and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing; and I will receive you." 

--I Thess. 5:22 "Abstain from all appearance of 
evil. -" 

(3) By preaching the simple gospel message 
--Ii:+Wfi: This is what has made ours a great church. 

The social gospel will come and go but the 
simple New Testament gospel of Jesus 
s ha 11 1 i ve on forever I 

3. To Provide an de 
--Nehemiah 2:18b "And they said, us rise up and 

buil,. So they strengthened their hands for their 
good work." 

(1) By thinking beyond tomorrow 
In early days there was shortsighted

ness. portion of property just north of 
building for $50.00. During ministry of 
Harold Graves bought it back for $5,000.00. 
Then East then parking area (6 lots). 

(2) By exercising faith and sound reason 



(3) By remaining loyal in stewardship of possessions 

3. To Bring Honor and Praise to The Name of CHRIST 
--Col. 3:17 whatsoever ye do in word of deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him. 

I want my church to be a place 
Where men meet God face to face, 
And meditate upon His grace . 
That I can think each time we meet 
A presence comes and takes His seat. 

I want her doors to stand so wide 
No hungry soul who waits outside 
Will think that he has been denied . 

I want my church to be much more 
Than stone and timber, pews and door 
Or carpet laid upon a floor . 

But, Oh, I know that it can be 
No more than that is found in me . 
So teach me, Lord, to show forth Thee. 

- -Jessie Marle Franklin 
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