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Sample Sermons on Family Life 

D. Glenn Saul and William M. Pinson, Jr. _ 

~ 
The sermons in this chapter were preached to South
ern Baptist congregations. They were not written for 
publication but have been printed as the authors 
prepared them for pulpit use. They were graciously 
sent in response to a request to "send us a manu
script on something that you have preached on fam
ily life." The sermons are printed as a sample of 
preaching on family life to be found throughout the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Home Religion 
Joshua 24:14-25 

Do you believe in haunted houses? Have you ever 
been in one? Are you afraid to go into an empty 
house at night? Do strange noises make your heart 
beat unusually fast? At any rate, you will appreciate 
a story that was told by H. G. Wells. A man had been 
challenged to spend the night in a "haunted house," 
a notorious place, shunned by the people in the com
munity. He took a handful of candles and, after 
lighting and placing them around the room he had 
chosen, took his seat in an old chair. Presently, his 
heart leaped into his throat as the candles began to 
go out, one by one. (I dare say that I would have 
remained only for the going out of the first candle.) 

However, be that as it may, many candles of faith, 
hope, and love have gone out in the last few years. 
Lights that once burned brightly are now dim or 
altogether extinguished. Consequently, much dark
ness exists in the world today-darkness of the 
mind. Multitudes have been deluded by Satan and 
have believed his lies in the realms of politics, world 
affairs, and religion and now will not even consider 
the truth. No one is so blind as he who will not see 
and no one is so deaf as he who will not hear. Dark
ness of the mind plagues our day. Furthermore, we 
are experiencing a moral darkness. 

moral righteousness declines, the darkness of 
sin settles; and such is the case today. Habitual sin 
destroys moral vision and causes people to call 
good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and 
sweet for bitter!" (Isa. 5:20). Moral darkness plagues 
our day. Darkness in the spiritual realm is occa
sioned by rebellion against the will of Almighty 
God. Many who claim to be children of God are like 
Pharaoh, who listened to Moses' plea, "Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, Let my people go," and re
plied, is the Lord, that I should obey his 

(Ex. 5:1-2). Such spiritual darkness has re
sulted in the lowering of deep and frightening storm 
clouds which threaten to destroy the whole civiliza
tion. The awful darkness of our day is mental and 
moral and spiritual. 

One of the most tragic aspects of our situation is 
that a large portion of the responsibility for it must 
be laid at the doorsteps of a degenerated homelife. 
Never has there been a more imperative day for par
ents and children to know the Lord J esus Christ as 
personal Savior and friend and for complete fami
lies, in absolute sincerity and dedication, to say as 
Joshua of old, for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord" (Josh. 24:15). With this in mind, my mes
sage to you is a plea for home religion. Let us con
sider the statement and circumstance of Joshua . 

Who to Lead in Home Religion? 
According to the Scriptures, the father is clearly re
sponsible for leading the religious life in the home. 
Joshua said, for me and my house,' I'll see to it 
that our home is it to Unfortu
nately, I believe that in most homes Dad doesn't have 
much to ao with the religious life. Clovis 
points out that fathers often are not very important 
to much of anything that goes on at home. 
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Dad ought to be important to every aspect of 
homelife and, more especially, to religion in the 
home. Of course, in many homes, Dad does not and 
will not take the lead in religious matters. In such 
cases, Mother must lead; in no case should religion 
be permitted to slip out of homelife. The worst blow 
that Dad and Mom may strike against their home is 
failure to put a vital relationship to God at the cen
ter of homelife. 

In the plan of God, he has ordained that the hus
band and father should take the lead. For some mys
terious reason, which only God knows, religion in 
the home is more meaningful and dynamic and suc
cessful when the father guides it . The children at
tach more importance to religion, and the wife and 
mother finds family cooperation and participation 
easier when Dad takes the lead. So I speak to you, 
fathers, and implore you to accept Christ as your 
personal Savior and live a devoted life. Develop a 
wholesome atmosphere of home religion at your 
house. Fathers, God wants you to take the lead in 
home religion. 

What Is Involved Religion? 
Perhaps some fathers do not take the lead in home 
religion because they do no know what is involved 
or how to go about it. In Joshua 24:15 Joshua gives 
us a broad sweep of what is involved in home reli
gion. He said, will serve the Lord." Actually, 
home religion is simply making homelife a service 
unto the Lord. The instruction of Paul in J 

s implementing: "Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God." Several pertinent considerations must be 
taken in relation to home religion. 

Family worship.- You simply cannot have the 
kind of homelife you desire without family worship. 
The entire family needs to be together for Bible 
reading, questions and answers, and prayer. In the 
past few years, many parents have failed their chil
dren at this point, and now the failure is showing 
itself in waywardness, immoralities , and indif
ference toward the things of God. I plead with you to 
have family worship at your house. You may make 
excuses for not doing so but none is acceptable to 
God, and there are no reasons for overlooking family 
worship. Your children should first learn of Jesus' 
love at home and thereby receive a stabilizing influ
ence that will aid them through the years. 

Guidance in liv ·ng.-Home religion means 
training up a child in the way he should go; planting 
in his mind and heart right concepts and precepts 
and values; helping him love Christ and accept him 
as Savior; instilling a sense of sharing and honesty 
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and fair play and respect for the rights and property 
of others; disciplining him when he does wrong and 
commending him when he does right; providing an 
atmosphere conducive to wholesomeness in thought 
and speech and action; and giving the wisest counsel 
possible in dealing with life's problems and myster
ies. What a tremendous task! But God holds us re
sponsible and demands faithfulness in prayer. 

Learning love for and loyalty to the church through 
attendance and giving.-Home religion must be 
church centered. The program of the church should 
have priority consideration on the family calendar. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

The church is the God-ordained institution for the 
propagation of the gospel and the enlargement of the 
kingdom, and God expects Christian parents to 
teach respect and reverence for these values in their 
home. Such teaching is done not only by word of 
mouth but by example also. Love and loyalty toward 

I 
the church are not taught by spasmodic attendance 
nor by stinginess in material support. God expects 
you to be faithful and regular in attendance at the 
services in his house, to support his kingdom's work 
through tithes and offerings, and to teach your c~_j}

to do C,M411J,~ 
All these principles are involved in home 

If we are going to please God in our homes, we must 
make homelife a service to the Lord. I 
What May Be Anticipated from Practicing 
Home 1 From the situation described in our text we may con-
clude that practicing home religion will: 

Improve the society in which we live.-When 
J shua said, for me and my house, we will serve 

F8'-"i e Lord," the others said, will we." When you 
ractice home religion, your example will cause oth-

lA['I_ rs who know you to do likewise, and their example 
ill encourage yet others, and so on. Such a chain 
action will improve the neighborhood and the com
unity and the city and the country and the state 

nd the nation and the rld. If each family repre-
ted in this service woul begin today to interpret 

homelife as a service to the ord, the example would 
spread and many more fam"lies would strengthen 
their home religion. Very s on our city would be 
cleaner and better and more Christian, and eventu-
ally the impact of home n would be felt around 
the world. The sordid sores on the face of society, 
such as delinquency, liquor traffic, dope peddling, 
fornication, and all other fo ms of degeneracy, can-
not be healed by covering t em up but can be made I 
well when the blood stream f society is purified; and 
the place to begin is at ho e. Make your homelife 
what it ought to be. I 

: 
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icit rich blessings from him.
God was pleased the dedication of Joshua and his 
family and at t e consonant response of the people 
as they sai , !=t,,c.=9':it'r- will we and 

.. He revealed his plea
sure by showering great blessings upon them. So it 
is with us today: God stands ready to give his best 
blessings to those who interpret homelife as a ser
vice to the Lord. 

The darkness of our day demands the penetrating 
rays of genuine home religion. Dad, Mother, Youth, 
Child, will you stand by old warrior Joshua and say, 

for me ... "? 
-John Parrott 

John Parrott is pastor of First Baptist Church, Las Cruces, New 
Mexico. 

Mid course Correction 1 

shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor 
for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pesti
lence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruc
tion that wasteth at noonday" (Ps. 91:5-6). 

What is the best time in the life of a family? Is it 
the first years when marriage is new, life is fresh, 
children are young, dreams are big, and energy is 
high? Is it the middle years when children are out of 
diapers and able to relate as human beings, some 
degree of comfort and security is enjoyed, a routine 
has been established, and experience makes life flow 
more smoothly? Or is it the latter years when chil
dren are gone and a couple can concentrate on each 
other, the enormous expense of child rearing and col
lege education is past, pressures are less, and there's 
time for reflection? 

When is the worst time in the life of a family? Is it 
during the first years when income is low and ex
penses are high, when children are demanding and 
constantly sick, when husband and wife are trying 
to adjust to each other and to a new style of life? Is it 
the middle years when life settles into a bland rou
tine, children are leaving the nest, the zest seems to 
have gone out of life, and pressures and frustrations 
are great? Or is it the latter years when serious ill
ness comes surging in like the pounding surf, health 
fades and friends die, retirement approaches, and 
one's children suffer disappointment, loss, and un
happiness? 

Clearly each stage in the life of a family has its 
good and bad features. At each stage families need 
help. Yet most of the help seems to be directed 
toward the earlier and later years. Sermons, books, 
articles, and programs abound on helping young 
adults establish marriages and parent children. In 

recent years an avalanche of material has tumbled 
from various sources to help the aging family. But 
for those in the middle years, the resources are mea
ger and the help is small. 

Part of the neglect results from a common attitude 
that people in the middle years have the resources to 
cope with life's difficulties. They possess the experi
ence lacking in youth without suffering the inca
pacities of old age. But the psalmist, himself likely 
in the middle years, knew the difficulties of mid-life. 
He speaks of destruction that wasteth at noon
day" (v. 6) in the middle oflife. He had seen a decline 
in King Saul, who in his younger years was a man of 
strength and vigor but in his middle years suffered 
emotional and mental collapse. He had seen the de
cline in his own life. As a youth David had been a 
man of sterling quality, but in the middle years he 
fell prey to lust which led to adultery. He may have 
sensed the decline in his son, Solomon, who, though 
a wise young man, suffered in his middle years the 
dissipation of sensuality and materialism. 

A glance at families in the noonday of life reveals 
that many are being destroyed. In fact, the marital 
landscape looks almost like a battlefield, littered by 
broken families in middle years. Divorce rates are 
high in these years. The delinquency of older chil
dren breaks family stability. 
collapse are common. These features of families in 
the middle years make the headlines, but perhaps 
the most common plight is that of quiet despair; pur
pose and vitality go out of a marriage and leave only 
apathy, routine, and indifference. What is alive on 
the surface is dead at the heart. 

What are the things that destroy families in the 
middle years? The list is long, according to those 
who study family life. One of the most common de
stroyers is emotional, spiritual, and physical over
load due to busyness. The family takes on more than 
it can handle and blows a fuse . Sometimes the over
load is a family's own fault. The members of the fam
ily try to do too much, engage in too many activities, 
make too many commitments. More promises are 
made than there is time to keep them. Stress, strain, 
guilt, and exhaustion take their toll. 

However, some of the overload may be due to a 
family's natural circumstance in the middle years. 
These are the bridge years. Parents in the middle 
years are bridges between their teenage children 
and their aging parents. Relating to adolescents and 
to aging adults can be a draining experience emo
tionally, financially, mentally, and spiritually. If 
they are not careful, middle-aged parents will have 
given more than they have to give. The result is 
collapse. 
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