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THE AGING QUESTION 
Joshua 14 :1-11,j,, 

(A sermon on the problems and possibilities of Aging in America 
today) 

Amos Alonzo Stagg, after a 
distinguished career as head 
coach of the University of 
Chicago, was forced to retire at 
the age of 70. Be left Chicago 
and took a coaching position at 
the College of the Pacific. Ten 
years later, at the age of 80, 
he was elected "Coach of the 
Year." Be coached for another 18 
years after until, finally, 
in 1961, at the age of 98, he 
retired for good. Be said that 
he thought he should give some 
younger man the chance to coach a 
little. 

Alonzo Stagg was 100, he 
given a birthday party to 

celebrate his centennial. Be 
made a little speech in which he 
said, among other things, "I 
might live forever because 
statistics show that men died 
after the of 100 . At the 

of 102, he passed quietly and 
heroically out of this world. 

Amos Alonzo Stagg is a part 
of a procession of literally 
millions of adults have 
refused to give up on life simply 
because they have moved past 
their sixty-fifth birthday. 

In our text for today read 
about another remarkable senior 
citizen. Bis name was Caleb. As 

study his story this morning, 
will gain some insights into 

the aging question of our day. 

Today, 27.5 million 
are 65 old or older. 
is about of the total 

adults 
That 

population. And the number of 
senior adults is rapidly 
increasing. 

There is an average net in
crease of 1550 persons in the age 
65+ population every day. That 
is, every day, 1550 more 
individuals join the of the 
senior adults. 

In 1970, teenagers out
numbered the 65+ group by one 
third. In 1990, the 65+ segment 
will outnumber teenagers by one 
third. This shift in ages 
changing the dynamics society. 

the year 2050 projections 
suggest that near y percent of 
the United States population will 
be over §g years of 

By the 
have 100,000 
States 100 
older. 

year 2000, we will 
people in the United 
years of age and 

In a generation and a nation 
where more and more people are 
having to deal with aging, we in 
the church need to clearly 
proclaim what the Bible teaches 
about this vital issue. 

THE SAYS 
ABOUT AGING 

does the Bible say about 

Bible teaches us 



Ecclesiastes 3:1-2 says, 
"There is an appointed time for 

And there is time 
for event under heaven--a 
time to give birth and a time to 
die." 1'oi/ 

All of life, age, 
stage that we go through is under 
the sovereign control of God and 
is a part of Bis plan. 

Second, the Bible teaches 
that 

are 
m 
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Older adults, on the other 
hand, have a wealth of past 
experiences which a 
view of things. This 
perspective provides the fertile 
soil for wisdom and under-
standing. 

Fourth, 
that 
tunit 

the Bible teaches 

The first gives the 
picture of a man who all of his 
life has delighted in the law of 
God and who has meditated in that 
law day and night. The Psalmist 
says "he will be like a tree 

planted by streams of 
water, which yields its fruit in 

Genesis 1:27 declares, "And 
God created man in Bis own image, 
in the image of God Be created 
him, male and female Be created 
them." 

- its season" (Ps. 1:2-3). 

That truth is not dimenished 
by the passing of years, is not 
affected by the age of the 
person, is not dependent on our 
stage in 1 if e 

We never come to a point in 

As long as there is life, 
there is opportunity for 
in the men and women who plant 
their lives in the fertile soil 
of God's Word and who live their 
lives in of 
purpose.~~ ,;:r;- · 

i • 

our life, never reach an age, 
where we are no longer created in old 

Fifth, the Bible teaches that 

God's image for fellowship with 
Him and thus important in Bis 
sight - CA/ft 

rovide the 
under-

In Job's response to his 
detractors, he declared a truth 
which is demonstrated through all 
of Scripture. "Wisdom," he said, 
"is with aged men, long life 
is understanding" (Job. 13:13). 

Wisdom does not come 
automatically with old age. 
There are old fools as well as 
young fools. However, age 
provides a broader perspective 
from which to view life. Youth 
have only their present 
experience to provide a basis for 
their understanding. 

Psalm 92:14 states of the 
righteous, "They will still yield 
fruit in old age." 

Both testimony and by 
personal example, the Bible 
reminds us that men and women of 
all ages and of any age can 
continue to be effective, 
contributing members to the 
ongoing work of God's kingdom on 
this earth. 

An anonymous poet, facing the 
reality of wrote these 
unforgettable words: 

hair white and almost 
blind; 

The days of youth are far 
behind. 



My neck is stiff and I can't 
head, 

Can't hear one-half of what's 
being said, 

legs are wobbly, can hardly 
walk, 

But glory be I can surely talk. 
And this is the message I want 

you to get 
I be but I ain't dead 

yet." 

That is the biblical message. 
Our growing corps of senior 
adults are still 
mage, are still _im:por:tant to 

Him, are still able to 
are still able to to 
God's work. You may but 
you're not dead yet! 

I,IARN 

One of the most inspiring 
models of these truths in a flesh 
and blood biblical character is 
the man named Caleb. What a man 
Caleb was! 

Caleb, from the tribe of 
Judah, was one of the two spies 
who brought a positive word about 
the land of promise. The other 
ten were impressed with the 
promised land but overwhelmed by 
the barriers which prevented 
taking possession of Only 
Caleb and Joshua said, 'Let us go 
up at once and take posession of 
the land for we are well able to 
do it. , · 

r• 

The Hebrews listened to the 
majority and thusrefused to 

take possession of the land God 
wanted to give them. For forty 
years, they wandered in the 
wilderness until another genera
tion of men and women arose to 
march to the drumbeat of God. 
Only Caleb and Joshua remained 
from the former group of Hebrews. 
For the second time, God's chosen 
people stood at the threshhold 
of the promised land. This time, 
faith conquered fear, and the 

7 

Hebrews moved into the promised 
land and took possession of it. 

Now, Caleb, eighty-five years 
old, stepped forward to claim the 
portion of the land promised to 
him. Caleb set his eye on the 
land of Hebron which had been 
promised to him, and be said, "I 
want that mountain." 

What can we learn this 
octogenarian of another age. 

1. Caleb teaches us 
TO 

Caleb said in verses 10-11: 
I am eighty-five years 

old today. I still as strong 
today as I was in the day Moses 
sent me." Written between the 
lines of this bold declaration 
was Caleb's realization that the 
passing of years did not change 
the person he was. One 
t r anslation of 1 1 
"I'm eighty five years old today, 
and I am just as much man as I 
ever was." 

Where is the real you 
located? Is the real you in the 
flesh that covers your body, in 
the cells that up your 
flesh, in the bones that give 
structure to your body, in the 
organs that 
functioning? 

Where is the real you? 
real you is not in body at 
all, but in the soul which 
in your body. Therefore, 
whatever change your body 
through does not affect 
person you are. 

John Quincy captured 
this truth in his to a 
question concerning his health. 
"How is John Quincy Adams?" his 
friend inquired. Eighty year old 
Adams replied, "John Quincy 
is very well, thank you, but the 



house he lives in is sadly 
dilapidated. It is tottering on 
its foundation. The walls are 
badly shattered and the roof is 
worn. The building trembles with 

wind, and I think that John 
Quincy Adams will have. to move 
before long, but he 
is very well . " 

At whatever age, you can 
respond the way John Quincy 
Adams responded, the same way 
Caleb responded, same man I 
always was, the same woman I have 
always been." does not 

2. 
that AGING 
DESTROY YOUR 

teaches us 
TO 

For forty years Caleb had 
gone to bed at night and up 
in the morning with one dream in 
his heart. God had promised him 
Hebron, and someday he would take 
posession of it. that 
forty years there were times, no 
doubt, when the vision dimmed. 
Yet, here was Caleb, at the 
of eighty-five, with the 
still alive. "Give that 
mountain," he shouted 

the gifted 
doctor, in 

Suffering, 

Paul Tournier, 
European Christian 
his book Creative 
wrote, long as 
curious you won't grow old! " 

are 

Let me paraphrase that to 
say, "Even if you are old, you 
can still be curious." Dreams do 
not have to die at sixty or 
seventy or eighty. has 
nothing to do with the presence 
or absence of dreams. Even at 
eighty five, like Caleb, you can 

1 z look to that unclaimed land 
:W-U , before you and say, "I want that 

~ , 
H Picture a woman in Southern 

California. Sixty-five years 
old. Recently widowed. Her 
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her 
secure so that F 
could spend the rest of her life 
doing what she had been doing for 
years. But at sixty-five, 
Florence was not to settle 
in. She wanted something to 
challenge her. One morning 
Florence saw an t ie with 
the Director of toe P s, 
Sam Brown, and her dream was 
born. Florence called the phone 
number that appeared on the 
television screen to find out how 
to up. 

Florence 
was on her way to Lesotho, in the 
southern part of Africa. Living 
in an eighteen foot wide mud hut 
with a thatched roof and two 
holes cut out for windows, this 
woman from upper class Southern 
California, the next twenty 
seven months working side bys ae 
with the village chiefs teaching 
the district inhabitants 
self-reliance skills. She was 
growing older, but she had not 
stopped dreaming . 

Dreams can be conceived in 
the fertile soil of old as 
well as in the fresh soil of 
youth. 

lesson 
Caleb 

S NOT 
FROM 

Think again of Caleb. It is 
one thing to dream dreams and 
have visions. It is another 
thing to translate those dreams 
into Many about 
the things could be, but are 
satisfied with the dreams. Not 
Caleb. At eighty-five, he not 
only set his eyes on the land of 
Hebron. Be took the necessary 
steps to actually possesion 
of the land. Old age does not 
prevent a person from trans
forming dreams into reality and 
contributing to life. ,., 

~ ~, 




