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LIVING AFTER THE MEANTIME 

Scripture: (Living Bible) Joshua 14:6-14 

February 1, of last year I delivered a sermon from this pulpit entitled, "Living In 
the Meantime." So much of life is spent in the "meantime." Not the majority of 
life but a significant minority of life is spent between dream and reality, 
anticipation and fulfillment, beginnings and ending, hurt and healing. Caleb spent 
40 long years in a meantime because of the faithlessness of his own people. Israel 
experienced her meantime when she was carried away captive into Babylon. 
Jeremiah lived in a difficult meantime when he was thrown in jail where he would 
eventually die. Paul knew the trauma of living in the meantime as he awaited his 
death in a Roman prison. And each of us has or most surely will live in a 
meantime. 

Therefore we listed four principles for living in the meantime. They were: 
I. Do the Next Thing -- Life must not stop. Do what you would have done had 

there been no meantime. You will not feel like doing it, but do it you must! 
II. Discover Something to Celebrate --During a meantime there is always 

something to celebrate. You will have to look for it. It will take some effort 
III. Be Sure You Don't Forget to Pray -- In the meantime when things are the 

toughest and darkest the need to pray is the greatest. But meantimes are not 
easy times in which to pray. 

IV. On Through It-- Remember that God is doing His work in your life. 
That He is with you, so, like Isaiah, set your face life flint and walk on 
through it. 

But how does one live after a meantime. Surviving a meantime is one thing, but 
living after a meantime is a quite different. 

In the minutes following the catastrophic earthquake off the Indonesian island of 
Sumarta, December 26th, a wall of seawater more than 90 feet high (twice the 
height of this sanctuary's ceiling ) surged at 2 miles per second and inundated 
stretches of the remote western coast. Sections of that coast sank 3 to 6 feet. 

The historic 9.0 magnitude earthquake is among the five most powerful recoded 
since 1900 and left an estimated 288,000 people dead. 
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The village ofLampuuk had a population of 6,500 before the disaster. Today only 
700 remain. 

Living through the tsunami was one thing. Living after the tsunami is proving to 
be quite a different matter. 

So, how does one life after a meantime? 

The sermon delivered February 1, of last year and the sermon I shall deliver today 
are born of the personal experience of one who has lived in the meantime and who 
now is learning to live after the meantime. In homiletics this is called 
"confessional" preaching. 

Drawing from my own experience and that of Caleb, I offer these principles for 
"Living After The Meantime." 

I. Appreciate the Past 
--Note: Don't hate the past. Don't live in the past. Don't worship the past. 
It is easy to worship the past when one has fond memories of the deceased 
or when death ends a happy marriage. It is natural to recall the joyous 
moments of such a relation. But to worship the past is to live in the 
wilderness of the past. 

--Illus: Bill Perry, official storyteller of our church--President Bush passing 
through DFW Airport saw a friend coming down the corridor, Moses. 
The president greeted him, "Moses!" The friend walked on past Bush as 
though he had not heard him. "Moses!" the president cried out again, but 
his friend kept on walking. Bush sent one of his security men after Moses. 
"Isn't your name Moses?" the officer asked him. "Yes,' was his reply. 
"Then, why didn't you answer President Bush." Moses answered, 
"The last time I spoke to a bush I spent 40 years in the wilderness!" 

--Apply: Whenever you hate the past, or live in the past, or worship the past 
you will find yourself wandering aimlessly in the wilderness of the past. 
So how are you to relate to the past? You cannot and do not want to erase 
it from your memory. Rather you must appreciate the past for we 
would not be the persons we are today were it not for our past. 
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Appreciate the Past 
1. Past Blessings 

-- Ps. I 03 :2 "Praise the Lord, of my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits." 

--Note: Caleb appreciated his past blessings as he recalls God's 
promise to Him given through Moses, "Remember what God said to 
Moses about me, 'The section of Canaan you were just in shall 
belong to you and your descendants forever."' (Joshua l 4:6a,9) 
Caleb had experienced far more blessings than hurts. In fact he 
had no military defeats. His life was miraculously saved by "the 
glory of the Lord" when there was an attempt to stone him. He was 
one of two survivors of 600,000 men over 20 years who lived to 
enter Canaan. He conquered the most fortified mountain in Canaan. 
He assisted in dividing the Promised Land. He was the leader of 
the Israelites after Joshua's death. He appreciated and was grateful 
everyone of his past blessings. 

--Apply: The reason past hurts stand out so much is because they 
are so few. Our past blessings far outnumber our past hurts. 

--Illus: I have learned to appreciate my past blessings--The home in 
which I was reared, the church where I was saved and called to 
preach, the professors who helped mold and shape my thinking, the 
family God gave me, the churches I served, the health I have 
enjoyed, the years granted to me. My past blessings far outnumber 
our past hurts. 

--Bridge: Even as I appreciate my past blessing I must also appreciate 
my past hurts. 

2. Past Hurts 
--Joshua 14:7b-8 ''J reported what was in my heart. But our brothers 
who went with us frightened the people and discouraged them from 
entering the Promised Land. " 

--Note: Caleb shared his heart with his people. He was certain they 
could conquer Canaan. But his own "brothers" turned against him. 
They even attempted to stone him. How disappointed he was! How 
disillusioned! How hurt! Yet he learned to appreciate this past 
hurt. Because of it, his greatest victory would come when he was an 
85 year old man! It is a good thing for some victories to be reserved 
for our old age. His past hurt was a prelude to his greatest victory! 

--1 Thess. 5: 18a "In everything give thanks for this is the will of God." 
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--Rom. 8:28 "All things work together for good to them that love 
God." 

--Illus: "I love you, son, and am proud of you." 

During my last visit with my dad, he repeated that line several times 
in a half hour. I wasn't listening at the right level. I heard the words, 
but not the message, and certainly not their profound intent. 

I believed my dad would live well into his 90's. His family had a 
history of longevity. 

That Tuesday evening we had a good visit in the hospital. He was 
looking forward to my son, Todd, coming to San Angelo. They had 
plans to do some things together. The doctor said Dad's pneumonia 
was clear and he could go home Wednesday morning. We had 
prayer before I left. As I made my way to the door, Dad once again 
said, "I love you son, and I am proud of you." Then he looked at me 
the way we often do when we say goodbye to a friend whom we feel 
we will not see for a long time--a lingering loving look. 

At 2:00 AM Wednesday morning the phone rang. It was the 
hospital. Dad had died in his sleep! 

I was speechless. This wasn't the way it was supposed to happen. If 
I had known these were Dad's final days, I would have stayed in his 
room much longer. I would have offered consolation during his final 
hour had I been really listening to my Dad's final words that Tuesday 
evening. I would have made an effort to tell him how much I loved 
him and appreciated all he had done for me. 

I felt grief, and pain, and remorse. My Dad was always there for me 
--when I was involved in a recital, or a program, or had a serious 
question to ask. He was there when I accepted Christ and when I 
responded to the call to preach. He was there for me at every 
graduation--High School, University, and twice at the Seminary. In 
fact he was on every graduation program of which I was a part. 

My heart was in pain because Dad was there for me but I wasn't 
there for him. The hurt lingers on. But in learning to live after the 
meantime I have learned to appreciate even this hurt. 
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--Note: Israel suffered great hurt while in bondage in Egypt. But 
God never intended for Israel to remain in slavery in Egypt. That 
was but a stage through which she must pass as she moved toward 
goal of the Promised Land. And God never intended for you or me 
to live in slavery to the past, be it past blessings or past hurts. The 
past is but a stage through which we must pass as we move into the 
present. 

--Bridge: Don't hate the past. Don't live in the past. Don't worship the past. 
Rather, appreciate the past--and: 

II. Celebrate the Present 
--Note: One is never too old nor has suffered so many hurts but that he can 

celebrate the present. 
--Joshua 14: 10-11 
--Note: Caleb was saying, "/ am 85 years old and I can still travel and fight. 
I am as strong now as I was when I was 40!" He would say with David: 

-- Ps. 118:24 "This is the day the Lord has made. I will rejoice and be glad 
in it!" He was celebrating the present. 

> Yesterday is a cancelled check, tomorrow is a promissory note, today is 
the only currency you have. Spend it wisely, celebrate it joyfully! This 
The Christ-like thing to do! 

--Note: Jesus was criticized for celebrating life too much. He was too much 
of a party person. In fact his enemies said, "He is a glutton, and a 
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners!" (Matt. 11: 19). 
On another occasion the Disciples of Christ were celebrating. The 
Pharisees asked Christ, "Why are your disciples wining and dining?" 
Jesus answered, "Do happy men fast? Do wedding guests go hungry while 
celebrating with the groom?" 

--Apply: Jesus believed in celebrating the present--in enjoying today! 
--Illus: You are taking a long trip across the country in your car. But you 

are so focused on arriving at your destination that all you can think about is 
the number of miles yet to be traveled. You need to relax and enjoy the 
ride for you may or may not reach your destination. And what a shame it 
would be to have traveled so far only to miss the joy of the ride. 

--Illus: To live in the future is to rob the present of any celebration. The 
question is not, "Is there life after death?" The question for most of us is, 
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"Is there life before death?" Our greatest fear should be that we will die 
before we ever live! 

--A Confession: One of the greatest problems I have struggled with all my 
life has been failing to celebrate the present--never really living for today-
always living for tomorrow. 
When I was 15 years old I was called to preach. I ordered catalogues 
from a university and a seminary to see how many years it would take to 
earn the degrees I felt were needed to be adequately prepared for the 
ministry. To my utter amazement I would be almost 30 years old upon 
completion of my final degree! To a 15 year old, 30 is ancient! It was 
twice my current age! 
Mr. Walker, my high school principal, agreed to let me travel to 
Northwestern State University during two summers to earn enough credits 
to graduate a year early. I was living for the day I would be in college. 
Then came college. I saw no need to take 4 long years to earn a university 
degree, so I enrolled in enough summer classes to graduate in three years. 
That meant I had attended school year-round for 6 years! In one sense, 
high school and college were necessary evils to get out of the way for 
graduate study. I was living for the day I would be in the seminary. 
Then came seminary. With the heavy load required by the three year 
Master( s) of Divinity degree and the high grade average needed to be 
admitted doctoral studies there was no way to shorten the time required. 
During those 3 years I was living for the day when I would be in 
doctoral studies. 
Then came doctoral studies. During those 4 long years I was living for the 
day when I would receive the Doctor of Theology degree and give full time 
to the pastorate. 
I had successfully reduced 15 years of education to 13 years, YET I wonder 
how much of the "ride" I failed to enjoy because I was so focused on the 
destination." 
The danger of failing to celebrate the present is the danger of loosing the 
ability to enjoy the ride! 
Celebrate the present less you die before you live! 

--Bridge: Appreciate the Past 
Celebrate the Present 

III. Anticipate the Future 
--Joshua 14:12-14a 
--Note: One is never too old to anticipate the future .. . Caleb at 85 "Give 

me this mountain!" 
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--Illus: At the age of 84 my father returned to Brazil with me. The city of 
Fortaleza has grown from 1 million to over 3 million during our time there. 
Vast residential areas had no churches of any kind. 

We were visiting the part of the city known as "City East." We 
stood high on a hill overlooking hundreds of new homes. The hill 
could be purchased and a first unit built for $5,000. Missionary Jerold 
Golston, my father, and others formed a circle, joined hands, and 
prayed, claiming the hill for the Lord. 

I never shall forget when the prayers ended, my father said, "Like 
Caleb I am saying, 'Give me this mountain!"' On a retired preacher's 
income my father bought the hill and paid for the first unit. 

It was my joy, last year, to visit this site and to find a thriving 
church standing as the only beacon of light in what had been a darkened 
community. 

Like Caleb, my father anticipated the future. And his anticipation 
resulted in the establishment and ongoing ministry of the "City East Baptist 
Church." 

--Phil. 3:13-14 "This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, and reaching forth to those tings which are before, I press toward 
the mark." (LB) "Looking forward to what lies ahead." 

--Illus: Someone once said to David Livingstone when he was briefly back 
in England after working for many years in Africa, "Well, Mr. Livingstone 
Where are you ready to go now?" Livingston answered, "I am ready to go 

anywhere, provided it is forward!" 

--Apply: We always need something to look forward to--something to 
anticipate. Half the joy of living comes from anticipating the future. 
It may be anticipating the purchase of a new home, a new car, or new 
clothes. There is joy in anticipating graduation, our first job, our 
marriage, or the birth of a child. 

Plan ahead so you will always have something to anticipate. This 
will keep you from being crippled by the past. Plan a trip, an evening out, 
or dinner with friends. 

--Illus: As my parents grew older, I would always let them know well ahead 
of time when something special was planned. Their joy came as much 
from their anticipation as from the event itself. 
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Conclusion: 

I. Appreciate the Past 
II. Celebrate the Present, and 
III. Anticipate the Future 

I have learned to appreciate past blessings as well as past hurts. 

I appreciate past blessings for they have made life worth living. 
I appreciate past hurts which have made me more compassionate and 
understanding. 

I have learned to celebrate the present. 

I can enjoy living after the meantime because living in the meantime I learned that 
God is always one step ahead of me. Such knowledge frees me to celebrate the 
present--to live each day fully and joyfully! 

I have learned to anticipate the future. 

There is always something to look forward to. The future is as bright as the 
promises of God! 

So when you come to the end of a day, having fallen short of your goal, and you 
are prone to be discouraged anticipate tomorrow! Say, "I am one day closer to 
reaching my goal! I am one day closer to realizing my dream! I am one day closer 
walking through that open door! I am one day closer to victory! I may have fallen 
short today, but I can anticipate tomorrow! 

Remember this: God led you through the meantime that you might live after the 
meantime! 

"Many things about tomorrow, I don't seem to understand; 
But I know Who holds tomorrow, and I know Who holds my hand!" 

--Ira Stamhill 

With this knowledge, you and I can live after the meantime! 

Jerold R. McBride 
May 1, 2005 FBC-San Angelo 
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