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THE JOY OF GROWING OLDER d/4_ 

Joshua 14 
s . . . 

INTRO: IT HAS BEEN THAT IF DIVIDE 
THE AVERAGE LIFE SPAN I NTO THREE AGE BRACKETS 
THEY WOULD BE: 1-21--DOING WHAT SOMEONE TELLS 
YOU TO DO; 22-65--DOING WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO; 
AND 66-on--DOI NG WHAT YOU WANT TO DO . SO 
THERE 1.§ JOY IN GROWING OLDER! 

ALL OF THE FIGURES FROM RECENT CENSUS E
PORTS INDICATE THAT THE "GRAYING OF AMERICA " 
IS OCCURRING RAPIDLY AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

AROUND THE TURN OF THE CENTURY, FOR EXAMPLE, 
000 PEOPLE IN THE UNITED 

STATES WERE SIXTY YEARS OF AGE OR OVER. THIS 
WAS ABOUT 6.4 PERCENT OE THE POPULATION . THE 
AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY FOR MEN AND WOMEN WAS 
47.3 YEARS OF AGE. A WIFE AND MOTHER COULD 
EXPECT TO LIVE APPROXIMATELY TWO YEARS WITH 
HER HUSBAND AFTER ,HER LAST CHILD LEFT HOME. 

BY CONTRAST, IN 75, 14.8 PERCENT OF THE 
WAS OVEir-SI AGE AND IN 

1977 IT HAD CLIMBED TO 15. RCENT, INCLUD-
ING NEARLY 33,000, 000 PEOPLE . THE 
LIFE EXPECTANCY ROSE TO FOR MALES AND 
FOR FEMALES . 

THE POPULATION OVER YEARS OF AGE HAS 
INCREASED NEARLY SEVEN TIMES SINCE 1900, 

THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE SEVENTY-FIVE AND OVER HAS 
INCREASED TIMES, AND THE NUMBER OVER EIGHTY
FIVE HAS I NCREASED TIMES /S-y I'<~ 
8>'+-0Jd..i-r- q., 'f 

· -fo 
16,17) 

MORE THAN 4,000 PERSONS OVER 
YEARS OF AGE WERE DRAWI NG SOCIAL 

ASKED FOR HIS FORMULA FOR LONG LIFE, DR. 
ARTHUR JUDSON BROWN, PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER 
CELEBRATING HIS 10 3RD BIRTHDAY, QUIPPED, 
"DON'T DIE. " (TAN, p. 934). 

AND IF GIVEN CHOICE THAT IS EXACTLY 
WHAT WE INTEND TO DO--NOT TO DIE. AND IF WE 
DO NOT DIE THEN WE GROW OLDER. 



THE LIVES OF SCORES OF AGING PEOPLE BEAR TESTI
MONY TO THE JOY OF GROWING OLDER. 

CALEB WAS 85 YEARS OF AGE WHEN HE EXPERIENCED 
THE GREATEST SINGLE VICTORY OF HIS LIFE. HE STANDS 
AS A CHALLENGE TO EACH OF US TO EXPERIENCE THE JOY 
OF GROWING OLDER. BUT WHAT IS THIS JOY? 

I. 

rTHE JOY OF GROWING OLDER IS : 

THE JOY OF PROVING HE PROMISES OF GOD 
13 : 1-2a "And the Lord spake unto Moses, 

saying, Send thou men, that they may search 
the land of Canaan, which I g ive unto the 
children of Israel: " J-h 
,Q'"o s h u a 14 : 9 ( READ ) ""' ' J 

The joy of Caleb's living to be 85 years 
old was the joy of proving the 
had given him. The ' 
at last was about to become 

PPLY: The longer we live, the more o f God's 
promises we see proven. David, as an older 
man, wrot e a psalm about this. 
1. That God Will Sea l 

Ps. 37: 1- 2 (READ) /• 
economic condi tions of 

Germany a wallpaper hanger into 
power. In 1919 the German mark was wo r th 
25¢. Within 4 years it had declined so 
until 4 trillion marks were needed to 
equal $1.00. 

He rose to power. Put a 
coalition and became the Fuhrer of Germany. 
During the first years of World War II his 
armies seemed to be irristable. 
crushed nation after nation 
he died a defeated and 
body was burned beyond recognition. He 
was "cut don like the grass and withered 
as green herb ... " 

2. Tha t God Will of Our 
Hearts 
Psalm 37:4-5 

Grandmother McBride's assurance 
that all family would be saved. Aunt 
Lottie's and Uncle Ralph 1 s conversions 
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3. That God Will Care For His zj' 
Psalm 37:25 

0 McClain tells of a beggar 
who stopped a lawyer on the street in 
a large southern city and asked him 
for a quarter. Taking a long, hard 
look into the man's unshaven face, 
the attorney asked, "Don't I know you 
from somewhere?" "You should," came 
the reply. "I'm your former class
mate. Remember, second floor, old 
Main Hall?" 

"Why, Sam, of course I know you!" 
Without further question the lawyer 
wrote a check for $100. "Here, 
take this and get a new start. I 
don't care what's happened in the past, 
it's the future that counts." And 
with that he hurried on. 

Tears welled up in the man's eyes as 
he walked to a bank nearby. Stopping 
at the door, he saw through the glass 
the well-dressed tellers and the spot
lessly clean interior. Then he looked 
at his filthy rags. won't take 
this from me. They'll swear that I 
forged it," he muttered as he turned 
away. 

The next day the two men met again. 
"Why Sam, what did you do with my check? 
Gamble it away? Drink it up?" "No," 
said the beggar as he pulled it out of 
his dirty shirt pocket and told why he 
hadn't cashed it. "Listen, f r iend," 
said the lawyer. "What makes that 
check good is not your clothes or ap
pearance, but my signature. Go on, 
cash it!" (Tan, p. 519). 
APPLY: The joy of growing 
we cash check after check 
promises of God. 

older is that 
roving t e 

'U1f:f' 

THE JOY OF FULFILLING THE PURPOSE OF GOD 
-- 14 : 10-11 
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--NOTE: Caleb's joy of growing older was the 
joy of fulfilling the ourpose fur which 
God had allowed him to live so long. 

He is saying (x.s . 7) "Forty-five years 
ago God made his purpose clear to me, but 
others purpose. Now, 45 years 
later, I am about to experience the joy of 
fulfilling the purpose of God for my life." 

God has a purpose for 
Are you fulfilling that purpose? 
"For I am in a strait betwixt two, having 
a desire to depart, to be _with Christ; 

is far better: Nevertheless to 
· the flesh is more needful to you." (KJV 

wh 

age. The young see the old as havj 
at an advanced status, but 

themselves are at all to 

themse 
Much of 

f e the 
they 

sh. 

The old, on the other 
Qaving arrived at a stat 

have been forced to 
attitude , Ld older 

and old 
of the 

persons 
results 
Christian 

is held 
sunders ta 
of old o 

simply on 
of one's life, 

ose of God (Searc, 
l.'.aroline 

commented on 
by what she calJ 
in the Washing ost: 

emphasis is not 
£ on the quality 

the pur-
9) • 

a retired teacher, 
in retirees 

Problem" 
16, 1975, CS). 

''Your frie · 
you've retir 
yourself?" 

rela 
What are 

say, "I hear 
with 

.. j _b ee a 
I myse . 

I knew the questioner 
t he 
t no 

ha rm, 
reaJ 

couldn't help t hinking" 
.one of your business. 
occurred to me that a 
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it 
all. 

time was her own business. So 
really a question of time 
the housewife has that 

lost 
his classiL 

( ing he was a 

·on does not have is 
The retireP 

As long was work
plumber. 

But a retired 
plumber has lost 

acco1· 
or ntant or 

questioner is 
a category. 

failure- to 

and the 

,e ba . 
Ar, 

to mP 
and 

or mineral? 

him back into 
that 

question was 
need to 

vegetable, 
re-ad been 

to label 
.,n-hole. 

I 
senting 
into a 

+-.ow me 

you 
impertinent question, 
now that are retirea . 

.ent response is, I am not doin 

are 

As Caleb grew older knew 
fulfilling the Purpose of God. But 
one e ~ erience as he grows 
We seey. ways in Calebs experience: 

does 
older? 

1. By Maintaining An Attitude of O timism 
13:30 "An Ca e stilled the 

people before Moses, and said, Let us 
go up at once, and possess it; fo r we 
re well ab ove e it. " 

NOT: The passing of years did not 
dampen his optimism in the least. As 
an 85 year old man he still believed 
that e well able to overcome it." 

I heard of a 90+ 
y e ar old insurance agent here in San 
Angelo who just took out a 10 year a n
nujty on himself--That's optimism . 

Many older people build a wall 
between themselves and others with 
pessimism ... organ recital ... other 



2. By Recognizing 
- NOTE: God's purpose for His people to the Promised 

Land changed when the people refused to move ahead. God 
would wait until 45 years later when Caleb was 85 and had a more 
faithful generation to conquer the Promised Land. 

...i. 

God's purpose often changes with the passing of time. . . 
-Acts 16:6-9 
- APPL any of us no longer can perform a certain task, we 

should be gracious enough to recognize it, knowing God now has 
a new purpose. 

By Havin In G . 
Numbers 14: 8 . . , H 
NOTE: This same abiding faith in God is 
seen again in Caleb 45 years later in 
Joshua "If h:e Lord with me I 
shall be able to them out." 

The greatest faith during our 
massive building program was demonstrated 
by our older members. Why? Like Caleb ... 
By Refusing to Be Defeated 
Numbers 14:l0a "But all the congre <.3ation 
bade stone them with stones." 
Joshua 14:11 (READ) 
NOTE: Because he would not be defeated by 
the pessimism and the hostility of others, 
45 years later he was around to conquer the 
mountain and win the ? nd his 
onoosition was not. 

shop sc.., 
world on a wall of 

could pray for . 
a defi

_ ,1 he s h ared 
of the burder 
nite 

.ninisters, he 
me n o f God: 

wants to 

his burden at a ,. 
was told by one 0 r 

"Young man, 
convert ....; fl, He without 
your hel 

Carey did not 
· asm be bv 

-6-



l+Afll To 1ke_ 
:fo'1~ 
III THE JOY OF CLAIMING THE PR! ZE OF GOD 

__ 

hil. 3: "Brethren, I count not my
self to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, 'forgetting those things which 
are and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, I press toward 

mark for the · of the high calling 
God in Christ Jesus." 

w 

ccent on the aged continuing to servr 
-d. Zachariah and Elizabeth were 

·ed in years" (Luke 1: 7, RSV) . 
v idently an older person (Lu1 .26, 

and 
. :36038). 

J 

cont. 
nna was eighty-four years 

to serve the Lord 
T 

flouris 
a cedar_ 

said: "The , 
the palm tree, 

They a · 

_eous 
grow like 

lant i 
.ourish in 
still bring 

91:12-13, RSV) 

the house 
the courts 
forth fruit :i.. 

(Proclaim, p. 

he Lord, 
God. 

' d age 

says 
the things which 
he will never 
ments. He will 
has achieved or 

(1) He is forgetting 
.1ind. That is to say, 
any of his achieve-

any task that he 
~hat he has done as 

an excuse 
effect Pauli 
forget all ne has 

still to 

the future. In 
Christian must 

remember only 
that which 
tian life 
Church 

is no room 
desires to rest 

In the Chris-

( 2) 
for 

he says that he is 
which are in 

or a 
laurels. 

h ing out 
word 

he 
wh' 

very vivid. That is 
used of a racer going hard 

ta It describes him with eyes for 
goal. It describes the man who 

.,L.. .+:- -



NOTE: When we read of Caleb, a man 85 
years old claiming as his target 
the most fortified mountain and then read 
where he conquered it we ask, "How can 
one so old count so much for the Lord? 

The answer is found in the phrase, 
e wholly followed the Lord . " verses 

9, 11 ••• !Vn 
-- feel you are t ~ old to know 

the Joy of conquering some mountain for 
God 
ILLUS: Moses was 80 when God called and, 
although he cited many e xcuses, he never 
mentioned his old age. 

Socrates gave the world his wisest 
philosophy at 70, and at an e x treme old 
age learned to play on musical instruments. 

Michelangelo painted the ceiling of 
Sistine Chapel on his back on a scaffold 
at near 90. 

Strauss was still composing serious 
music after his 80th bir t hd a y . 

Verdi at 85 produced the famous "Ave 
Maria," 

Te nnyson published "Crossing the Bar" 
at 83. 

wrote his monumental dictionary 
at 90. (Tan, pp. 932-33). 

There is a retire d 76 years old 
Baptist p reacher who we nt with me to Brazi l 
in February. If I called his name many 
of you would know him, I am sure. I have 
never seen anyone more enthusiastic than 
he is over what God is doing in Fortal eza, 
Brazil. 

Monte Castelo Mission proper ty on hil l 
overlooking new housing are a. Prayer 
circle. he said, "Like Caleb, I 
feel that is what God wants me to do. And 
so like Caleb I say, 'Give me this 
mountain! 
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His gift is twice that of any one 
elses--not because he has more money. 
But because he has lived ong enough to 
prove so many of the promises of God 
and to fulfill so much of the of 
God that the things of this world are 
really not important to him. 

He is approaching the age where he 
sees things not in the light of this 
world, but in the light of eternity. 
He realized · " ~ --y on soon 
be Onl what's done for Christ 
will 

CO our name may blazen in letters of gold, 
Or printed in dailies with letters so bol d; 
But all you can claim at the end of the way 
Is what you have yeilded and given away. 

he world its proud glory may urge you to 
share, 

And give to you its praises and honor s o 
rare; 

But all you can claim at the end of the way 
Is what you have yielded and given away . 

Your business may prosper till millions you 
claim, 

The 
I. 

II. 
I II. 

The world may bow proudly to honor your 
name; 

But all you can claim at the end of the 
way 

Is what you have yielded and give n away. 

Joy of Growing Older Is The Joy Of: 
Proving the Promises of God 
Fulfilling the Pu r po s e o f God 

the Prize of God 
' ,1 
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The Joy of Growing Older 
Joshua 14:10-14 

Sunday, May 28, 2000 - A.M. 

I. The Joy of Proving the Promises of God 
13:1-2a 

14:9 

1. That God Will Balance the Scales of Justice 
~Psalm 37:1-2 

2. That God Will Give Us the Desires of Our Hearts 
37:4-5 

3. That God Will Care For His Own 
37:25 

II. The Joy of Fulfilling the Purpose of God 
14:10-11 

1. By Maintaining An Attitude of Optimism 
13:30 "We are well able to overcome 

it. II 



2. By Recognizing When His Purpose Changes 
16:6-9 

any of us no longer can perform a certain 
task, we should be gracious enough to recognize 
it, knowing God now has a new purpose. 

3. By Having Faith In God 
14:8 

4. By Refusing to Be Defeated 
~Numbers 14:10-11 

Ill. The Joy of Claiming the Prize of God 
14:12a 

3:13-14 

at 85--"He wholly followed the Lord ." verses 8, 
9, and 14 ... Not ability but availability! 

~ Never feel you are too old to know the joy of 
conquering some mountain for God. 



The Death Clock v2.0: Updated and Improved Page I of I 

Welcome to the Death Clock, the Internet's friendly reminder that life is slipping away ... 
second by second. Like the hourglass of the Net, the Death Clock will remind you just how 

short life is. 

To view your Death Clock, simply enter your birth date, sex and smoking details in the form 
below and hit the Death Clock button. The Pessimistic and Sadistic buttons are alternate 

forms of the Death Clock with differing readouts. Enjoy, and remember that you must have 
a Javascript capable browser. 

Day of Birth: 

Month of Birth: .. 
Year of Birth: 

Sex: 

Smoker: 

Cigarettes/Day 

Total Smoking Time so far: 
I~ 

Years: LJ 

Mode: 

-

Months: 

Days: ........... I 

Original idea by: Raymond Camden. Most of the writing above by the same. 

Coding for new and updated Deathclock V2.0 by: Tom Parker 
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