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Hl'rD 7o CA"11 "I 

SCRIPTURE: Joshua 1:1-3, 5, 7b & 8b 

INTRO: THERE IS A CHURCH IN FORTALEZA, BRAZIL 
WHOSE NAME IS "BOM SUCESSO"--"GOOD SUCESS." 
ONE OF OUR FINE DEACONS PAID FOR THIS CHURCH-
BUILDING, PEWS, PULPIT, LOT AND ALL. AND YOU 
HAVE HELPED MAKE THIS CHURCH'S NAME A REALITY. 
THROUGH YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT IT HAS BECOME 
A "GOOD SUCESS ! 11 

HAD DIED' GOD HAD SPOKEN TO 
AND PROMISED HIM (vs. 3a, 5a, 7b) AND IN THE 
WORDS OF VERSE 8, "GOOD SUCCESS . " THIS IS A 
PROMISE PERSON WOULD WELCOME. 

THE TRUTH IS, THJS PROMISE IS MADE TO 
EVERY PERSON WHO WILL MEET THE CONDITIONS 
THAT WERE LAID DOWN TO JOSHUA AND THEN TAKE 
THREE STEPS TO SUCCESS. 

THE WAY lS NOT EASY, FOR, AS SOMEONE SAI D, 
"IF YOU WANT A PLACE IN THE SUN, YOU HAVE TO 
EXPECT SOME BLISTERS. II BUT YOU DO IT. 
YOU CAN SUCCEED IN LIFE! I CHALLENGE YOU TO 
TAKE THESE THREE STEPS . II d7~#7 - · 

I. DEFINE SUCCESS 
--NOTE: You can't become something you can't 

define. You can't some place if you 
don't know where it i t . So, the first step 
to s uccess i s t o define it. What is success? 
You may a e c ide when you di scover what it is 
that you don't want it. 
ILLUS: One man has said, "This Is Success. " 

able o carry money without spending 
it; to be able to an i n j ustice without 
retaliat ing; o be t e 
unt il it i s fi ni s h e d; to be to do one's 

even whe n one i s not watched; to be 
able to ac t criticism without letting it 
whip you. 

This man's of success, 

> but let's sear ch f o r our own def inition. 
First, let us see what it is NOT . 
1. It ls Not " Fame an Fortune" 

8:36 "For what s h a ll it profit a 
a man if he shall gain the whole world, 



--and lose his own soul?" 
-- ILLUS: Few individuals have been more 

naturally favored than Johann Chrysostomus 
Wolfgang Amadeus At age five he 
wrote an for 

At seven he was performing he most 
difficult compositions of Bach and Hande l. 
At he composed hi s first opera. 

Yet this "best pianist and com
poser of his time--perhaps of all his t ory"-
died in poverty and obscurity at age thirty
five. His widow was ill and seemed indif
ferrent as to his burial. A few friends 
went as far as the church but were deterred 
by the storm from going to the grave. 
the time anyone bothered to inquire of it, 
the location of the grave was impossib l e 
to discover. Mo zart' s rave has 
been lost ever since. 

Mozart's name and his musi c 
live on, his personal hardly 
to be envied 

--Bridge Sentence: can b e tter define sue
, cess for us than Jesus Christ or Paul t he ,, 

Apostle? I think we would agree that these 
two men have left their mark on the world. 

2. Is To Do The Wi 1 of God 
'""-l!~~~~ (JoJfn 4·34) "Jesus saith unto them, 

My meat is to do the will o f that sent 
me, and to finish work." 

--NOTE: Jesus was the mos t successful person 
who ever lived because He was the only per
son who f a l lowed perfectly the_ o f God. 

I be truL said that Jesus is 
person in all the world .ever 

dic'Q~hat he liked , and 
God liked. 

--NOTE: But how does doing God's Will bring 
Success? ]3R:I,«;.5 AIEa.1.SAAY 

(1) To do the will of God · s the only 
way to peace. There c an be no 
peace when we are at variance with 
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the King of the universe. 
(2) To do the will of God is the only 

way to happiness. can be no 
happiness when set human 
ignorance against the divine wisdom 
of God. 

(3) To do the will of God is the only 
way to power. When we go our own 
way we have nothing to call on but 
our own power, and therefore 
lase is inevitable. When we go 
God's way we go in God's power and 
therefore v ictory is secure 

-- au ( · mo-thy: : ) -"I have fought -w, ··· 
fight, I inished my course, "' 
kept the faith: 5;4-.,41,£ w,4y;~~lv'~ 

1. Become involved in a good ause 
2. Finish what you begin (b) 
3. Keep the faith (c) 

--Matthew 25: 21a "Well done thy and ,, 
servant." ·1v'o-T r-t:ir1-+,r vL. 

--APPLY: Once you have defined success as 
doing the Will of God you must: 

1. Realize that His Will 
best. 

--I 2:17 "And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but 
he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever." 

2. Seek His Will for your own life 
6:33-"But seek ye first 

the kingdom of God, and his righ
teousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you." 

--NOTE: 

That is, you cannot 
be living a life you know is con-

to the Will of God and at the 
' "f same t God's wi 11 for 

your . . must be living in 
His will in the et if you 
would discover His will for the 
future ... 

II. DESIRE SUCCESS -
- 2: 13 "For it is God which worketh in 
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you both to and His good pleasure. 11 

- -NOTE: You mus success--you must de
to do His will. "But, 11 you say, "I don't 

have the desire." This verse says that the 
same God who will enable you to DO His good 
pleasure will also enable you to to 9.'JI 
His good pleasure! Trust Him to do 

Once the desire is there, God mo e 
and begins to bring the desire to reality. 

- -.Psal m "Delight thyself also in 
Lord; and he iv thee t he desires 
of thine heart." "Commit thy way unto t he 
Lord; trust also in him; and he 
b-ring it to pass." , • 

1. Envision 
--NOTE : Fix a mental image of yourself as a 

success in whatever field of life God's 
Will leads you. 

-- ILLUS : A boy was so slow to learn to ~ alk 
that his thought him abnormal and 

ea.chers called him a "misfit." His 
mates avoided him and seldom invited 

him to play with them. He failed his 
college entrance exam at a college i n 
Zurich, Switzerland. A yeaT later he tried 
again . In time he became world famous as a 

His name: bert Einstein . 
I n spile of 

Yisualized himsel f as a l amous sc i enti 
2. Endure 

--James 5:11 "We count them happy whi c h en 
dure . " 

-- ILLUS: On Lincoln's birthday an interest
ing cartoon appeared in a newspaper. It 
showed a small log cabin at the base of a 
mountain, and the White House at the top 
of the mountain. A ladder connected the 
two buildings. At the bottom of the car
toon these words: "The ladder i s 
still there!" To climb that ladder, how
ever, means sweat and to i l. But the ladder 
is still there! 

3. Insist 
--Phil. :13 " I can do all thi ngs through 

Christ who strengtheneth me!" 
- - NOTE : When you are ready to give up, 
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1. SUGC-ESS .Li. 

insist, "I can do ... !" When no one 
else believes in you insist, "I can 
do ... !" When everyone else has quit, 
insist, "I can do ... !" Insist! 

[II. DEVOTE YOURSELF TO SUCCESS 
9:1 "Whatsoever thy hand 

findeth to do, DO IT with ALL THY MIGHT!" 
- - ILLUS: J.R.M. 's call to preach and prep

aration ... 
1. Focus on one Thing 

--Phil. 3:13 "This ONE THING I do ... " 
-- ILLUS: Lincoln used to tell the story 

of a man who heated a piece of iron 
in the forge, not knowing just what 
he was going to make out of it. At 
first he thought would make a horse
shoe; then he changed his mind and 
thought he would make something else 
out of it. After he had hammered on 
this plan for a little while, he 
changed his mind and started on some
thing else. By this time , he had so 
hammered the iron that it was not good 
for much of anything; and, holding it 
up with his tongs and looking at i t 
in disgust, the blacksmith thrust it 
hissing into a tub of water. "Well, 
a t least I can make a fizzle out of 
it! " he exclaimed. 
~ is better to . on one 
thing than to dream about a hundred 
things. How often in old age is heard 
the echo of this sigh coming from the 
lips of men who have made no mark for 
themselves, "I f I had only focused on 
one t hing!" 

2. Face Reality 
--NOTE: Success always involves sacri 

and suffering . Delaying some 
leasure until tomorrow. 
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--ILLUS: Elizabeth and my experience at 
SWBTS. Candy bar and coke and black and 
white T.V.--"Dragnet" at Seminary Drug 
Store ... 

3. Be Fair to Others 
- -Mlcah 6: "What doth the Lord require of 

thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God?" 

--NOTE: "Success" is getting what you want 
out of life without violating the rights of 
others. 

i.e. There are those who have gained 
all they desired but in the process they 
have lost all their friends ... 

4. Finish the Task 

CON: 

--2 ·7b "I have finished the course" 
--NOTE: Adopt the soon to quit " 

h p 1 
- - ILLUS: I do the very best I know how- -the 

very best I can; and I mean to keep on doin 
so." 

braham Lincoln's life is the best exam 
ple of his own words. Consider the chro
nology of his career: 

1831 - Failed in business 
1832 - Defeated for legislature 
1833 - Again failed in business 
1834 Elected to legislature 
1835 - Sweetheart died 
1836 Had nervous 
1838 - Defeated for speaker 
1840 - Defeated for elector 
1843 - De 

to 
1848 - Defeated for Congress 
1855 - Dereated for Senate 
1856 - Defeated for Vice-President 
,J=-Bcfr8; Defeated for Senate 

ELECTED PRESIDENT-He ~ ,,e -t;;JJ&ii-1 
Success is speaking words of praise 

In cheering other people's ways, 
In doing just the best you can 

With every task and every plan. 
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CON CONT: 

It's silence when your speech would 

IPo~~~:~ess when your neighbor's 
curt, 

It's deafness when the scandal flows, 
And sympathy with others' woes. 

It's loya t y when auty calls; 
courage when disaster falls-;---

patience when the hours are long; 
It's found in laughter and in song. 

It's in the silent time of prayer, 

t In happiness and in despair. 
In all of life and nothing less, 

we find the thing we call succes 

--Anonymous 

It's doing what others think is odd; 
Success is doing the Will of God! 
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Steps To Success 
Joshua 1:1-3, 5, 7-8 

Sardis Baptist Church 
March 23, 2014 

I. Define Success 
I. Success is not "fame and fortune" -Mark 8:36 
2. Success is to do the will of God - John 4:34 

(I) To do the will of God is the only way to peace 
(2) To do the will of God is the only way to happiness 
(3) To do the will of God is the only way to power 

A. Become involved in a good cause 
B. Finish what you begin 
C. Keep the faith- Matt. 25:21 "Well done thy good 

and faithful servant." 
3. Once you have defined success as doing God's will you must: 

(I) Realize that His will is always best - I John 2: 17 
(2) Seek His will for your life- Matt. 6:33 

II. Desire Success - Phil. 2: 13 
1. Envision 
2. Endure-James 5:11 
3. Insist - Phil. 4: 13 

III. Devote yourself to success - Ecc. 9: 10 
1. Focus on one thing - Phil. 3: 13 
2. Face reality 
3. Be fair to others - Micah 6:8 
4. Finish the task- II Tim. 4:7 

Success is loyalty when duty calls 
It's courage when disaster falls, 

It's doing what others think is odd 
Success is doing the will of God. 




