
SUBJECT AlAAck s 

TITLE "REAL MIRACLES ARE FOR REAL! " 

SCRIPTURE READING•----------------

DELIVERIES: Date 
F.B.C. 8-17-88 

rec 

Hour 
Wed. p.rn. 

WtJ,/ /J--" 

Place 
San Angelo, TX 

/31'q /-4.ke, T)< 

BIBLIOGRAPHY __________ _ 

l ff"/(- T (II... v-rr7 
(1;) 54,1,1,1,,..,771 .:,,-y 

E.F. 77 
CLASSIFICATION: 

~ EXPOSITORY 
- - BIOGRAPHICAL 
- -TEXTUAL 
- -TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 



--
A Ministry of Dr. Brian L. Harbour I ll Oak Tree Circle, North Little Roc k, AR 

7 211 E rec aer 4 lr-e s--; cr-~'f u-¥1f6. 't'! trf-(}" 
Vol. 4, No. 7 July , 1988 

John 9 

(Seventh in a series of sermons on t he Gospel of John, January Bibl e 
Study Book fo r 1989. Seventeen s e rmons or;. John will be printedl ~ -'-· JJtJ -~JA?#t. 

(.!> /:Je,.,{;t, 5,e-f-J:l1.,fe ()'11 W/ltteff {:J 1:$ TU r-tr7• 
~ R c .c.~.Jrcs tn i.u~t«1<-c J-'.1 ~ , l, a) ,, HA-~ +v v,~ 'I Or/H t4ft_,,,,,,,,,-1,..,,. ... . 

One modern day skeptic has A DIFFICULT NEED 
said that he would believe in a 
miracle if it met the following 
conditions : that it be performed 
before a committee of competent 
judges ; that they should have 
every opportunity of testing the 
reality of what was done; and 
that the miracle should be 
repeated before them at their 
request until they were all 
absolut ely satisfied that it had 
happened . 

These conditions are, of 
course, impossible, for if they 
were met, the happening would not 
be a miracle . It would simply be 
another human accomplishment that 
could be reproduced as often as 
was desired. 

But I believe of all the 
miracle!; recorded in the Bible, 
this one in the ninth chapter of 
John's Gospel comes closest to 
meeting those conditions. I n 
what is one of the longest 
detailed miracle stories in the 
New Testament, the evidence is 
carefully sifted, objections to 
it are clearly stated, and the 
event is publicly debated. It is 
turned inside out by the skeptics 
who exhaust every effort to shake 
its validity. Yet, after all the 
critical attacks and after all 
the cross-examination and after 
all the careful analysis, the 
fact of the miracle stands 
unshaken and undeniable. This is 
truly one of the great miracle 
stories of the New Testament. 
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lifetime it seems. We have 
investigated every possible 
solution, followed up every 
promising lead, and yet, when all 
of our searching is over, the 
problem is still there and there 
seems to be no hope. 

ma be some sical 
problem like the man in ou story 
had . There are, in the United 
States today, one half millioa 
blind people and one half million 
more who will become blind in the 
next ~en years. One out of every 
,13 ericans is handicapped in 
some way . One out of every 4:::::. 
living Americans will be faced 
with the reality of cancer in 
their lifetime. Sometimes, it is 
;physical jroblems which have us 
in their_ grip and leave us 
feeling helpless. 

It 
roblem. that 

, 50% of the illnesses they 
with are primarily mental . 
least one in eveey 100 of any 
poplation is permanently suf
fering from a severe mental 
disorder . ..Qne out of 10 people 
in this conngregation will have 
mental problems sometime in your 
life. 

'ly 
problem. Last year, an 
one million U. S. couples._ were 
divorced. Of those that stay 
together, according to a 
competent family researcher, only 
six couples out of every 100 are 
satisfied and fulfilled by their 

~i marriage. ,Children continue to 
---f v , run away from home in increasing 
K,J5 numbers and the generation gap 
~ continues to widen . 

Or, it 
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of ~mpttness and ro1ily- Accor?
ing ~o _Q~ Hobart Mowrer, it 1.s 
,not frustration from the things 
we want to do and cannot, but 

guilt over the things that we 
have actually done that is the 
major cause of neurosis in our 
day. Emptiness and guilt are 
spiritual problems . 

ashed car to her husband, 
that by the time she backed 
of the driveway to see what was 
coming, it already had! We know 
how she feels . t out into 
life and from every direction, we 
are faced with problems, diffi-
cult problems which seem to have 
no solution. Like the man in our 
story, we are confronted with 
difficult ne,eq. 

A DISTURBING QUESTION 

A second thing we see in 
the text is a disturbing 
question. In 1.fJijiJ:;~g the 
disciples turned to esus and 
said, '"Rabbi, i,b:o sinn this 
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That disturbing question 

-.-- -ween 
generation. We see the suffering 
of humanity, and we say, "Whose 
fault is it~ 1 What caused it to 
happen?" / v ~ ?/Jt - _II()!~ 

T swers to that 
question appear in our text. 
One is that suffering is 
retribu.:tiye. That is, it comes 
because of something we do. The 
second answer is that it is 
heradi:tiU.C That is, it is the 
inherited effects of our parents' 
sins. These two answers , while 
not exba:u.stb{_,~_-,;i~=-i;----~ rtainly 
partial answers . of our 
suff0.L-,1.1,,1.1s-.1._w~ au.sed ..,_4~· ~ ....... 
A youn person, for instance, who 
destro s his mind by shooting his 
body u l of dru~ has no one to 
blame but himself . Many of our 
handica a , both ical and 
iiierrfa i can race rect y to 
the ac~ions parents 

. f~1 
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The :secood thing Jesus says 
about suffering is this: the 
approach of the Christian to 
suffering is not to speculate 
about its origin, not to 
scrutinize its distribution, but 
to seek to~ something about it. 
In ers Jesus says, "We uat 
ork th works of Him who send me 
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healing power of Jesus Christ. 
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physical maladies. 

A DECISIVE TESTIMONY 

There is a fourth thing we 
see in this story and that is a 
decisive testimony . 

This is one of most 
beautiful arts in the and 
we see it in liiija=IJ~ The 
Pharisees demanded that this man 
accuse Jesus of being an 
imposter, a sinner. Instead, the 
man said, "Whethe:l'! e is a 
si:nne:r:,,~--o not know. One thing 
r know: tha :thou I blind, 
nu I see.•• oof 
of the healing power of Jesus 
Christ that no amount of 
criticism or skepticism or 
antagonism could deny. 

a person who will say, 
understand it all but sure 
of this one thing: I was blind 
spiritually but now I can see and 
Jesus did it." A decisive 
testimony like that is living 
proof of the healing power of 
Jesus Christ. 

A DEPLORABLE REJECTION 

There is one 
that you must see in 
and that is what 
deplorable rejection. 

more thing 
this story 
I call a 

Look at ..,_" ___ -:-or;;_ir,ll,,.. These 
Pharisees had e evidence 
before them and yet, they 
rejected Jesus. "Our mind is 

ade up," they said. n't 
·confuse us with the facts." They 
were so narrow minde tha~ they 
had to stack their ideas 
vertically . 

ere Si.-JIL.1NU:;;xsu.s2u.11,,..;~\11'a~ "'"~ 
you know not from.. whence Be is, 
)!.e:t, Be has opened my eyes" 

Do you know what that verse 
says? The word translated, 
"marvelous thing" is one of the 
kw Tes t w d iracle, 
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what Jesus is able to o . 
the Son of God. Be can do 
things. 
that people in the first century 
as well as the twentieth century 
can see what Jesus has done and 
re~lize . who Jesus is and sti ll E"'Yl'it 
reJect, Him. 
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of Jesus Christ. Over and over ,k 
again, He has done what He did in~ ' ~e tJ 
this story: bring ~ight into th~,.~J" 
darkness of human life . ~ )( Nt-r 
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******************************** 
Beginning next month there 

will be two sermons on John in 
each issue through the remainder 
of 1988. 
********************************* 



MIRACLES ARE FOR REAL! 

John 9:1-3 "As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. And His disciples asked 
Him, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind.' Jesus 
answered, ' It was neither that this man sinned nor his parents; but it was so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him." 
John 9:6-9 "When He had said this, He spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle, 
and applied the clay to his eyes and said to him, 'Go, wash in the pool of Siloam' (which 
is translated, Sent). So he went away and washed and came back seeing. Therefore the 
neighbors, and those who previously saw him as a beggar, were saying, 'Is not this the 
one who used to sit and beg?' Others were saying 'This is he,' still others were saying, 
'No but he is like him.' He kept saying, ' I am the one.'" 
John 9:25, 29-30 "He then answered, 'Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing 
I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.' 'We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where He is from.' The man answered and said to 
them, 'Well, here is an amazing thing, that you do not know where He is from, and yet 
He opened my eyes."' 
John 9:35-38 "Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, 'Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?' He answered, 'Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?' 
Jesus said to him, 'You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.' 
And he said, 'Lord, I believe.' And he worshiped Him." 

I. A Difficult Need 
1. May be physical 
2. May be mental 
3. May be some family problem 
4. May be some spiritual problem 

II. A Disturbing Question 
> Retributive or hereditary? 
> Answer: That God may be glorified & that we do something about it 

III. A Divine Healer 
> Jesus can deal with any problem 

IV. A Decisive Testimony 
> Verse 25 "One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see!" 
> He was living proof of the healing power of Jesus Christ 
> We ought to be part of the evidence of Christ's power to change people 

V. A Deplorable Rejection 
> Verse 29 "We do not know where He is from." 

VI. A Delightful Revelation 
> Verses 35-38 
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