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WHAT A DIFFERENCE 

A DAY MAKES! 

SCRIPTURE: John 9:24-25 

INTRO: YEARS AGO, LONG BEFORE YOU YOUNG PEOPLE 
CAN REMEMBER, WHEN MUSIC HAD BOTH MEANING AND 
MELODY, THERE WAS A SONG ENTITLED, "WHAT A 
DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES." 

THE FIRST LINES WERE, "WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
A DAY MAKES, TWENTY-FOUR LITTLE HOURS." THE 
SONG WAS A TESTIMONY OF THE DIFFERENCE LOVE 
CAN MAKE IN THE LIFE OF A PERSON IN SUCH A 
BRIEF PERIOD OF TIME. r H1$ 

WHEN THE MAN BORN BLIND SAID, ' NE THING 
I KNOW, THAT WHEREAS I WAS BLIND, NOW I SEE," 
HE WAS SAYING, "WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES. 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AGO I WAS BLIND BUT NOW I 
SEE!" L(;PAC~ 

GOr,S ~THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, CONTINUES TO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE, A BIG DIFFERENCE IN THE 
LIVES OF ALL WHO WILL TRUST IN HIM. Thue d .ff-e~e, a; Alat o;, /) 

,.1/eeq -lo be. .,1-i,-id e, -fh~y ~ b(,> MAde 1 -vi yoc,~ /..rk +o.1~7i .so + h..., + -r'-'> 
YOO /Vl"'i'f /oc;I t/--,,1' .S 

0NE DAY CAN MAKE ~ DIFFERENCE: "~~ ~1,..,t + d,{IPdt? 11r-., • , , ,, 

I. IN BEING SAVED AND BEING LOST -Otve 0,1y 1"1,1 /'II 1 ;.., t.,. 

--Matthew 4:18-20 "And Jesus, walking by the 
sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting 
a net into the sea: for they were fishers." 
"And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men." "And they 
~traightway left their nets, and followed 
him . " ( KJV ) 

--NOTE: One day they are fishermen, the next 
day they are disciples of Christ. One day 
they were in quest of fish, the next in quest 
of men. Doubtlessly they did not completely 
understand all Christ had in mind when He said 
"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men. 
But they were willing to allow Christ to make t 

-r -r1 S . L ~ \Ne co.;,@ o of them whatever He would. ,1,,s,~ , .. e p.i~w"''• x_, 

pursuing their own interests, the day after, 
they were pursuing His interest. 

( 
The day before they met Christ they were 



,W 

V 'f-: ;lo 
The word, "straightway," shows the 

abrubtness of the change. It did not come 
gradually, over a period of days or weeks 
or months. But all at once! 

The day they met Jesus would be the 
never-to-be-forgotten-day when their lives 
were totally turned in a new direction. 

--ILLUS: Africaner was a Hottentot desperado 
of Mamaqualand. He was such a hardened char 
acter that the governor at Cape Town had 
offered five hundred dollars for him dead or 
alive. He and his men were the terror of 
South Africa. When Robert Moffat went as 
missionary to Africaner's tribe, the people 
at Cape Town never expected to see him again 
They told him that Africaner would use his 
skull for a drinking cup. 

Trusting in God, the brave missionary 
preached the Gospel to these savages. His 
first convert was Africaner. Later Moffat 
took him to Cape Town with him. When the 
colonial ruler saw the savage changed into 
a humble Christian man, he said, "What a 
miracle! This is the e'ghth wonde of the 
world!" Wh4tA d,~/ .. , 0 'Yle A.y he. w.vlci -,11« e 

--II Corinthians 5:17 "Therefore if any man ::>e 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are past away; behold, all things are become 
new. " ( KJV) 

- a PPLY: This difference can be realized in 
l_zour being saved or being lost. 

Ch:rist said, "For the Son of Man is 
come to seek and to save that which is lost. 
And that means YOU and THIS DAY can be your 
day of sal Yna tio-. - -A ~ • _ , . /."' ,-l,,,. . 1 
~ ~ ~ ..... " /' • -¼ ., , ... ( -7 ..-.. - "; 

TT. IN BLINDNESS AND SIGHT 
--John 9:24-25 "Then again called they the man 

that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the 
?raise: we know that this man is a sinner." 
· ,e answered and said, Whether he be a sinner 
o~ no, I know not: one thing I know, that, 
-vhcreas I was blind, now I see." (KJV) 

- NOTE. Yesterday this man was Blind, today he 
can see. Yesterday he begged for food to eat. 
Today he can work for the food he would eat. 
Yesterday others pitied him. Today they envy 
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him. Yesterday he was a nobody. Today 
he is the talk of the town. 

--NOTE: One day, one moment, in the presence 
of Christ and his entire life changed. He 
could do none other than declare, "What a 
difference a day makes!" 

"Say what you like," "about this man, 
he says. I don't know anything about him 
except that he made me able to see." 

It is the simple fact of Christian 
experience that many a man may not be able 
to put into theologically correct language 
what he believes Jesus to be, but in spite 
of that he can witness to what Jesus has 
done for his soul.'--------

A man need not be a theolo i to expe-
rience the e~e:nc~ _ · Jesus Chri l'i,. Even 
when a man cannot understand with his inte l 
lect, he can still feel with his heart . It 
is better to lov e JQaY S Christ than to love 
theories about Jesus Christ. 

--APPLY: One day with Jesus not only makes a 
difference in being saved aod being Jost but 
also in Blindness and Sight--In being able 
to comprehend the things at God and in being 
blinc. to rhem. 

Beyond salvation, we need sight,--
1nsight! 

--I Corinthians 2:14-lSa ''But the natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foq Jishnes s.. unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are 
SPIRITUALLY discerned. But he that is 
SPIRITUAL judgeth all things." (KJV) 

--NOTE: The man who is "spiritual" is the 
man who is s s · e and obedient to the 
Spirit; t e man w ose i e is gui e an 
irected by the Spirit; the man who makes 

all his decisions and exercises all his 
judgments under the influence of and the 
guidance of the Spirit; the man who lives 
in the consciousness that there are things 
beyond the things of this world, that . there 
are values beyond the values of this world; 
that there is a life bey_ond the life of 
this world. 
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The first part of verse 14 Paul speaks 
of the man who is "natural 'J . He is the man 
who lives as if there were no needs other 
than physical and material values, o 

· ng £1:'pm p'l.lr _ i:cc1,::I.:~ ~ :, 
mat~rf a l s t andards. 

- g:s . 
A man who has never a thought beyond 

this world cannot understand the things of 
God. To him they look mere "foolishness : 

--APPL¥ : But Christ can and wills to give all 
of His children insight into the things of 
God. Otherwise he cannot function properly 
in the work of the church. If he works at 
all, he is not joyous and his work becomes 
drudgery. ''l,l,)/1 ///ottk f,,/1 JP.,-"f c~/ 

We must go on with Christ, grow in grac 
and be open to the wisdom and sight He wants 
us to have. 

Each day we must pray with the Psalmist 
(119:18) "Open my eyes that I may behold 
wondrous things out of thy law." 

What a differens7 one day of God's grac 
makes: '7)ollNNE'WTo,v-J>eJ+- V .SL,,+ve.S 

"Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 
That saved a wretch like me ! 
I once was lost, but now I'm found, 
Was BLIND but no I SEE!" lll'A,,l -1 ckf-, 4 ol;ft_;l(,f/r,J 

::Ir~~ +~ d , f. b~~ ... 1,e ·· -, J..o,,. t 1k n-1 ~_,,..., ... llJ.;,,..JJ>4t, 

~ III. IN HONESTY AND DISHONESTY 
I ' --Luke 19: 8-9 "And Zacchaeus stood, and said 

unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my 
goods I give to the poor; and if I have take 
any thing from any man by false accusation, 
I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto 
him, This day is salvation come to this 
nouse, forsomuch as he also is a son of 
Abraham." (JKV) 

--NOTE: What a difference a day made in 
' ZACCHAEUS' life! Be./bAe,, h~ lV-t-' °'9,e k,;..,/c.f /ffrfi1H·· ~ 

Yesterday he was lonely, today he had a 
~rieod - Yesterday he was reedy, today he 
is -generous . Yesterday he was miserable, 
today he is happy. Yesterday he was hated 
today he is Javea . 

Why? Because of one reason only! 
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Because of that difference Christ can make in 
one day in the life of a man. He can turn 
a man of dishonesty into a man of honesty. 

-NOT: e can never put God in our debt, and 
we can never have any claim on God. When 
we have done our best we have only done our 
duty; and a man who has done his duty has 
only done what, in any event, he could be 
compelled to do. 

Were the whole realm of Nature mine, 
That were an offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine ~ 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

It may be possible to satisfy the claims 
of law; but every lover knows that nothing 
he can ever do can satisfy the claims of 
love. 

es owed by his deeds, "What a dif
ference a day makes" when Christ is 
given full control. 

==-APPLY: Are their areas of dishonesty in 
your life ... ? 

I V. IN VICTORY AND DEFEAT 
- - I Samuel 17:10-11; 42-44; 50-51 [ READ] 
--NOTE: What a difference a day makes! 

Yesterday Goliath "defied" the POWER of God. 
Today he is c:1e{~:k;cl by the power of God. 
Yesterday the army of Israel was "disma ed". 
Today it is delighted. Yesterday Goliath 
"disdained" David. Today he is destroyed 
by David. Yesterday Goliath was rattlin 
his sword. Today he is beheaded by his own 
s.word. 

What a difference a day makes! vs. 44b 
& vs. 51b. 

7 -h PLY: Too few of us are like David and too 
many of us are like his brothers and other 
soldiers of Saul's army--"dismay ed and 
greatly afraid." We are in the King's 
army, but we are none the less defeated. 

This ought not to be! Is there a 
defeated soul here today? I am sure there 
are many. More Christians live defeated 
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-r1,;.s we~k d,'fi '1"o 1,-vl ~ l/1t'TtJ1120"1 J.·/t. 
live lives . .I\ 

The reason so 
many Christians live defeated lives is that 
they have not invited the Holy Spirit to 
fill them. 
1. The Spirit-Filled Life is a Birthright 

To Be Claimed 
--Romans 8:16-17a "The Spirit himself 

beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God. And if children 
then heirs." And part of your inheri
tance is the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
in your life. 

--NOTE: As a born again Christian it is your 
birthright to be filled with the Holy Spirit 
This is a birthright to be claimed by every 
Christian! To be filled as Peter was filled 
as Stephen was filled as 120 men and women 
were filled in the upper room. 

What have you done with your birthright 
Have you claimed it? 
2. The Spirit-Filled Life Is a Command To 

Be Obeyed 
--Lest some one should think, "It is 

optional with me whether I claim my 
birthright or not; no doubt it would be 
a very fitting thing for some people t o 
be filled with the Spirit, but I ne~d no 
trouble about it"--let us learn that ''Be 
filled with the Spiri "·(Eph. S-! 18) is 
a command to be obeyed, a duty to be 
done. 

3. The Spirit-Filled Life Is A Commitment 
To Be Made 

--Romans 12:1 "I BESEECH you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that y e 
present your bodies a living sacrifice , 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is y o u r 
reasonable service . " (KJV) 

--NOTE: To be filled with the Holy Spirit is 
to be filled with Christ. As far as God is 
concerned, there is no reason why this 
filling should not take place at the hour o f 
conversion, of the new birth. But it is a 
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fatal blunder to assume that all men are 
filled with the Holy Spirit at the moment 
they are saved. (MacNeil, pp. 23-24) 

Some 8 years had passed from the 
conversion of the people at Ephesus until 
Paul commands them in Eph. 5:18 to be 
"filled with the Spirit." 

This has been the experience of so 
many of us. Quite unintentionally we 
operated for years not really giving the 
the Holy Spirit the control he needs to 
have of our lives. Our goals were good 
and noble, but they were just that--our 
goals ... Then one day we realized there 
just had to be more than we had discov
ered ... 

--BUT HOW? 
1. Examine Yourself 
--I Corinthians 11:28 "But let a man 

examine himself." 
--NOTE: Above all else, we must be 

honest with ourselves in this matter. 
We must not ignore or attempt to hide 
from ourselves any of our sins. We 
must ask ourselves, "What are those 
things in my life that prevent the Holy 
Spirit from being able to fill me? 

2. £onfess All Known Sin 
--I John 1:9 "If we confess our sins, he 

is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrigh
teousness." 

--NOTE: The Bible does not put an evalua-

1 
~ion on one_sin ~r another, but ~e~ms to 
Judge all sin alike. After examining 
ourselves in the light of the Word of 

V God, we should confess all sin brought 
to mind by the Holy Spirit, including 
those characteristics of the Spirit
Filled life that we lack. 

3. Sphmit Yourself Completely To God 
--Romans 6:13b "But yield yourselves unto 

God, as those that are alive from the 
dead, and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God." To be filled 
with the Holy Spirit, we must make our-
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selves completely available to God to do 
anything the Holy Spirit wants us to do. 
If there is anything in our life that we 
are unwilling to do, then we are resisting 
God, and this always limits God's spirit! 
Do not make the mistake of being afraid tc 
give yourself to God! You will never find 
an unhappy Christian in the center of the 
will of God. 

--NOTE: Sign over to Him the "power of 
attorney." You will never be unhappy in 
the center of His will. 

4. Ask To Be Filled 
--Luke 11:13 "If ye then, being evil, know 

how to give good gifts unto your children: 
how much more shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 

--ILLUS: Suppose that you want to cash a 
check for a hundred dollars. Would you 
go to the bank where you have several 
thousand dollars on deposit, place the 
check on the counter, get down on your 
knees, and say, "Oh, please, Mr. Teller, 
cash my check?" No, that is not the way 
you cash a check. You simply go in faith 
place the check on the counter, and you 
wait for the money which is already yours. 
Then you thank the teller and go on your 
way. 

Millions of Christians are begging God 
for something which is readily available-
just waiting to be appropriated by faith. 
(Bright, p. 28). 

5. Bel' You Are Filled 
--Mark 9:23 "Jesus said unto him, If thou 

canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth." 

--ILLUS: The same Christian, who when doin~ 
personal work tells the new convert to 
"take God at His Word concerning salva
t ion," finds it difficult to heed his own 
advice c oncern ing the fi lling of the Holy 
Spirit. Believing we are filled with the 
Spirit is merely taking God at His Word, 
and that is the only absolute this world 
has. 
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6. Commit Yourself To His Control Daily 
(And many times during the day.) 

- -NOTE: Once you experience the Spirit
Filled life you will exclaim, "What a 
Difference a Day Makes" in Victory and 
Defeat! 

V. IN HEAVEN AND HELL 
--Luke 16:22-23 "And it came to pass, that 

the beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich 
man also died, and was buried: And in 
hell he lift up his eyes, being in 
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, 
and Lazarus in his bosom." 

--NOTE: What a difference a day made in 
the lives of these men. One day literally 
made the difference between Heaven and 
Hell. One Believed, the other did not. 

Death came to both on the same day. 
But what a difference the day made! 

--APPLY: What if death were to come to 
you today. What would the difference 
be? Wou l d i t be heaven or hell? 

You can be sure what the difference 
would be. But How? 

Plan of salvation ... 

CON: Dark threatening clouds at airport. 
Needed cabin lights as we passed through 
them. Then, only a few minutes later, 
when we broke into the bright sunlight we 
looked back down on those clouds. But now 
t hose same clouds were beautiful, white and 
fluffy. 

What a difference a few moments had 
made. "The difference a day makes" in your 
life depends on the difference you allow 
Christ to make. 

Will you let Him , make that dif
ference right now? 

If you will, you will look back to 
this moment and say, "What a difference a 
day makes!" 
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SARDIS BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
August 12, 2012 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES: 

I. In Being Saved and Being Lost - Matt. 4: 18-20 
> One day they are fisherman, the next day they are disciples. 
> "Straightway" shows the abruptnesses of the change. 

II. In Blindness and Sight - John 9:24-25 
> Yesterday this man was blind. Today he can see! 
> He said, "I don't know anything about Him, except that He 

made me able to see." 
> Beyond salvation, we need sight--insight! 
> Each day we must pray with the psalmist (119:18) "Open my 

eyes that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law. " 

III. In Honesty and Dishonesty - Luke 19:8-9 
> Yesterday Zacchaeus was greedy, today he is generous. 
> Christ can turn a man of dishonesty into a man of honesty. 
> Zacchaeus showed by his deeds, "What a difference a day 

makes" when Christ is given full control. 
Question: "Are there areas of dishonesty in your life? 

IV. In Victory and Defeat - I Sam. 17:10-11 , 42-44, 50:51 
> Yesterday Goliath "defied" the power of God. 

Today he is defeated by the power of God. 
> Too few ofus are like David and too many ofus are like his 

brothers--"dismayed and greatly afraid." 
> One day of the Spirit-filled life can turn defeat into victory. 
1. Spirit-filled life is a birthright to be claimed - Rom. 8: 16-17 
2. Spirit-filled life is a command to be obeyed - Eph. 5:18 
3. Spirit-filled life is a commitment to be made - Rom. 12: 1 



To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with Christ: 
BUT HOW? 

1. Examine yourself - I Cor. 11 :28 "Let a man examine himself." 

2. Confess all known sin - I John 1 :9 "If we confess our sins. . . " 

3. Submit yourself completely to God - Rom. 6: 13 "Yield yourselves 
unto God as those that are alive from the dead. .. " 
> Do not make the mistake of being afraid to give yourself to God! 

4. Ask to be filled - Luke 11 : 13 "If you then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your 
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?" 

5. Believe you are filled - Mark 9:23 "Jesus said unto him, If you can 
believe, all things are possible to him that believeth. " 

6. Commit yourself to His control daily ( and many times during the 
day). 

The difference a day makes in your life depends on 
the difference you allow Christ to make. 

Will you let Him make that difference right how? 
If you will, you will look back to this moment and 

say: 
a difference a day makes!" 




