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WHEN LITTLE IS MU CH 

Scripture: John 6:5-14 and Mark 12:41-44 

Intro: A MISSIONARY NURSE IN THE PHILIPPINES WAS 
AW AKEN ED ONE NIGHT BY AN URGENT CALL FOR HELP. 
A PATIENT HAD HAD A HEART ATTACK AND WAS NEAR THE 
POINT OF DEATH. 

THE MISSIONARY HURRIED TO THE STRICKEN MOTHER ' S 
SIDE. WITH SKILLED FINGERS SHE USED A SMALL SYRINGE 
TO INJECT MEDICATION INTO THE WOMAN 1S BLOODSTREAM 

SOON THE CRISIS WAS OVER AND THE NURSE WAS 
BACK HOME PUTTING AWAY HER INSTRUMENTS. AS SHE 
LAID ASIDE THE SYRINGE WHICH HAD BEEN USED TO 
SAVE THAT PRECIOUS LIFE, SHE PAUSED TO WONDER WHO 
HAD GIVEN THE 69¢ IT HAD COST TO PROVIDE THE SYRINGE. 

DOUBTLESS WHOEVER GAVE THE 69¢ DID NOT GIVE 
THEIR GIFT A SECOND THOUGHT--THEY FELT THAT IT WAS 
TOO LITTLE TO COUNT FOR MUCH. BUT IT SAVED A 
PERSON'S LIFE! THIS SMALL GIFT WAS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH FOR SOME CHILD'S MOTHER 
THAT NIGHT. 

ONE WONDERS HOW MANY PEOPLE ACROSS THE WORLD 'l 
HAVE DIED BECAUSE CHRISTIAN'S IN THIS BLESSED LAND I 
HAVE WITHHELD THE SMALL GIFTS WHICH MIGHT HAVE 
BROUGHT HEALING AND HELP. 

NO MATTER HOW SMALL YOUR TITHE MAY BE, IT IS 
MUCH IN THE EYES OF GOD! 

Little Becomes Much: 

I. WHEN WE GIVE IN THE RIGHT MANNER 
--Mark 12:41-42 
--Exegesis: Notice that which Chri st observed was the 

manner in which the people gave -- v s. 41 "He beheld 
how the people cast money into the treasury." 
1. In which Christ is concerned 

--Mark 12:4la Christ deliberately planted himself 
over by the temple treasury to observe the manner 
in which people gave their gifts. 



2 . Whic as no necessary relation to the amount 
--Mark 12:4lb "and many that were rich cast in 

much" ' ,. ' / ' ., 
--Exegesis: No criticism is implied here of gifts 

which came out of abundance. These gifts are 
certainly needed. It is commendable when they 
who have much give much. 

3. Which is unashamed of the gift given 
--Mark 12:42 
--Exegesis: This widow was as proud of giving her 

two mites as any of the wealthier people were of 
their gifts. She was not ashamed because she 
could not give much. The two mites were worth 
about 1/2¢ 

--Application: We should never allow personal 
pride to prevent us from giving our tithe, however 
small it may be. 

Christian giving was neither intended to be 
hidden or to be something which we fear others 
may discover. 

--ILLUS: When the time for the offering came in 
one church, a little girl noticed a rather 
fashionable lady fingering over the conglomerate 
treasures of her handbag in search of s small 
coin. Failing in this, the woman closed her 
purse, and folded her hands, intending to appear 
in an attitude of worship while the plate passed 
in front of her. The little girl, who had brought 
her envelope from home, realized the seriousness 
of the situation - that someone should be at 
church without an offering! So the little tyke 
pushed her envelope into the woman's hands and 
said, "You put this in and I'll hide under the 
bench!" 

4. Thru which we acknowledge God's ownership of 
all things 

5. Which provides a tangible way to express our love 
to God 

--ILLUS: A boy's expression of love thru gifts 
6. Which becomes a means of worship 



II. WHEN WE GIVE IN THE RIGHT PROPORTION 
--Mark 12:43-44 
--Exegesis: He called unto him his disciples, that they 

might not miss such an opportunity to judge an a c t 
by its moral value. They were about to express their 
admiration of the splendor of the temple (chap. 13:1); 
but had they none for the beautiful action of this widow? 
1. Which is revealed by what remains after the gift 

--Exegesis: The standard is willingness, the 
inward grace of charity; but willingness cannot 
he measured apart from the standard of ability. 
She gave out of her penury; they, from their 
abundance. Nominally, they gave much and she 
gave little; but really they gave little and she 
gave much, for they gave their fragments and 
she her all. Their gifts were large, while hers 
was liberal. 

2. Which often far surpasses the tithe 
--Mark 12:44b 
--Quote: "One tenth tests our obedience--nine 

tenths tests our love." 
--ILLUS: When Cyrus Hamlin was ten years old, 

his mother gave him seven cents to celebrate a 
great holiday. The money was for gingerbread, 
buns, etc. "Perhaps, Cyrus," said she, "you 
will p,ut a cent or two into the missionary box 
at Mrs. Farrar' s." As he trudged along he began 
to a.sk: "Shall I put in one cent or two? I wish 
she had not said one or two. " He decided on 
two. Then conscience said: "What, five c ents 
for your stomach and two for the heathen! Five 
for gingerbread and two ·for souls! " So he said, 
"Four Ior gingerbread and three for souls." But 
presently he felt i t must be three for gingerbread 
and four for souls. When he came to the box he 
dumped in the whole seven, to have no more 
bother about it. When he went home, hungry 
as a bear, he explained to his mother his un
reasonable hunger. '.And, smiling through tears, 
she gave him an overflowing bowl of bread and 
milk. And he pathetically asks: "What was the 
meanina of mother's tenr!':?" 



(1) That Jesus taught as the minirnu111 of Christian 
giving 

--Luke ll:42 "But woe unto you, Pharisees! 
for ye tith!=) mint and rue and all manner of 
herbs, and pass over judgment pond the 
love of God: these OUGHT ye to have done, 

. and not to leave the other undone." 
(2) That God established as the sole means of 

, support of His Work. 
--Malachi 3:10 "Bring ye all the tithes into 

the storehous~, THAT THERE MAY BE MEAT 
IN MINE HOU.SE, and prove me now herewith j 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it." 

III. WHEN WE BELIEVE IN THE POSSIBILITY OF THE 
IMPOSSIBLE 

--John 6:5-7 
--ILLUS: Orie denarius, a_ working man's pay for a day, 

would buy 12 wheaten loaves. Philip was saying, "A 
year's pay would not buy enough to give these people 
one bite each! " 
1. Which is no grasped by a pessimistic soul 

--ILLUS: _ This experience reveals Philip to be a 
man with a generous heart but a pessimistic 
head--he is one of those wh_o wants very much 
to do so!]lething for others, but who can not see 
how it possibly can ;be done. 

2. Which is realized thru Christ 
--ILLUS: Philip had to learn th<:1t little is much 

in the hands of Jesus. 
(1) Since all power is given unto him 
(2) Since He is vitally concerned with Human 

needs. 
--ILLUS: Christ concerned over hunger of 

5,000. He was the first to mention it. 

IV. WHEN WE GIVE IN THE SPIRIT OF COMPLETE 
COMMITMENT 



--John 6:8-14 
--Exegesis: (vss 8-9) Andrew was certainly optimistic 

to think that the lad with his 5 loaves and 2 fishes could 
do anything to help feed 5,000 people! 
1. Which dedicates what we have to Christ 

--John 6:9 
--Exegesis: They bore no appreciable relation to the 

wants of such a multitude. It may, also, be 
observed that the food was plain, such as was 
commonly used by the poorer classes, especially 
the barley bread. Yet suitable, for what the 
people now required was food, to satisfy hunger; 
not luxuries, to gratify appetite. Apparently 
there was no hesitation on the part of the lad to 
give up his lunch to the Lord. It was not much, 
but it was all the little fellow had to eat for 
lunch! 

2. Which anticipates the blessings which God will 
provide thru such dedication. 

--John 6:10 
--Exegesis: The people, however, quietly con-

sented to be so arranged, and company after 
company sat down, till the whole were seated in 
the presence of the Lord, who all the while has 
stood in silence, watching the operation, with 
that scanty stock of provisions in hand. 

3. Which Christ gladly welcomes 
--John 6:ll "And Jesus TOOK the loaves" 
--Exegesis: He did not think that the gift was 

insignificant or unuseful. He gladly welcomed 
the gift. His gratitude is seen in his prayer of 
thanksgiving offered to the Father. 

4. Which results in blessings that exceed our needs. 
--John 6:12-13 
--Exegesis: The best the disciples could hope for 

was for the bare needs of the people to be met. 
But -the lad's commitment had met not only the 
people's needs but also their desires and 12 
large baskets were left over. 

5. Which brings praise to Christ 
--John 6:14 



--Exegesis: Christ had performed the miracle, but 
the lad had given the gift on which Christ worked 
the miracle. 

CONCLUSION: The pledge of your tithe may not be much in 
your sight. But in the hands of Christ it can become much 
and make possible progress which will bring praise to 
Christ. 

The next two Sundays we will be confronted with a 
definite opportunity to express to God that ours is the 
spirit of real dedication--the spirit expressed by the 
widow with 2 mites and the lad with 5 loaves and 2 fishes. 

Next Sunday is "L3adership Dedication Day"--the 
day when our leaders will indicate to our Lord and His 
church the amount they shall try to give to Him in 19 68. 
November 19 is "Membership Dedication Day" when you 
will be asked to dedicate at least a tithe to our Lord 
during 1968. May God grant that w.e shall love our Saviour 
enough to pledge a full tithe to Him--no matter how 
11 little II it may seem to us. For "little can become much! 11 

CON. ILLUS: Hattie Wiatt, a little girl, came to a small 
Sunday school and asked to be taken in, but it was ex
plained that there was no room for her. In less than two 
years she fell ill, and slipped away on her own little last 

pilgrimage, and no one guessed her strange little secret 
until beneath her pillow was found a torn pocketbook with 
fifty-seven pennies in it, wrapped in a scrap of paper on 
which was written, "To help build the little Temple bigger, 
so that more children can go to Sunday school." For two 
years she had saved her pennies for the cause which was 
nearest to her heart. The pastor told the incident to his 
congregation, and the people began making donations for 
the enlargement. The :gapers told it far and , and 
within five years those fifty-seven pennies had grown to 
be $250,000, and today in Philadelphia, can be seen a 
great church, the Baptist Temple, seating 3,300 ,a Temple 
College with accommodations for more than 1,400 
students, a Temple Hospital, and a Temple Sunday school 
so large that all who wish may come and be comfortable. 

She was only a little girl, but who can estimate the 
result of her unselfishness, & her fifty-seven pennies? 
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