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THE URGENCY OF OUR TASK 

SCRIPTURE: John 4:4-38 
Acts 4: 18-20 
Matthew 9:37b 

INTRODUCTION: Within this experience of our Saviour we discover that the urgency 
of our task in Christian outreach is that of an inward compulsion and an outward 
demand. As Jesus set his face toward Galilee there was a sense of urgency which 
drove him to pass through Samaria. 

The same factors which gave birth to Christ's sense of urgency of 
his task call forth no less a sense of urgency within us. 

Teaching Aim: To create within your pupils a consuming sense of urgency for 
reaching others for Christ -- a sense of urgency which will find expression 

through visitation, especially in the week of revival which begins today. 

TiiE URGENCY OF Ol.lR TASK ARISES FROM: 

I. A COMPUISION from within 
--John 4:4-6, 31-34 and Acts 4:18-20 
1. Which may call for action that runs counter to customary ways 

--John 4:4 
--ILLUS: The normal route which most Jews took when traveling from Judea to 

Gairree was around Samaria because of bitter hostality sprinping from 
differences of religious beliefs and wors,hip which Sep'arated the Jews arid 
the Sa.mar i tans • 

2. Which leads to satisfaction in doing God1s will 
--John 4:31-34 
--ILLUS: Soul and body are mysteriously united, and the joyful activity of the 

former is often a literal refreshment to the latter. Spiritual satisfaction 
seems to nullify bodily want. Hunger ceases when the soul exults. It was 
after forty days that Christ hungered (Matt. 4:2). Thus Jesus solemnly 
affirms that the privilege of doing the will of his Father, and of com
pleting at last his Father's work on earth, is his highest satisfaction and 
refreshment. 

J. Which can not be supressed 
--Acts 4: 18-20 
--ILLUS: The impossibllity which they felt was that of refraining from giving 

publicity to the knowledge they had gained of Christ from personally seeing 
and hearing him. i.e. A personal knowledge must be sharedt 

II. A COMPASSION of heart 
--John 4:7-15 
--Exegesis: We share Christ with others, not simply because we feel compelled 

but also because there beats a heart of compassion within us. 
1. Which takes the initiative 

--John 4:7 
--ILLUS: As always, Christ takes the initiative and so are we, his disciples, 

toi'iive such compassion that we will take the initiative in witnessing to 
others. Doubtlessly if Christ had not first spoken, the Samaritan woman 
would not have spoken. 

--Exegesis: A request occasioned partly by physical thirst, and partly, we 
may believe, by an ever-present desire to communicate spiritual good. 
It illustrates the Saviour's wisdom in making even the wants of his own 
humanity a means of approach to the souls of mem (comp. Mark 11:12-14). 
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To ask of one a small favor, in fitting circumstances, is at least to ex
press confidence in his kindness, and thus to open the way for friendly 
intercourse. 

2. Which is genuinely personal 
--John 4:8 
--Exegesis: Christ's compassion was not 11professional 11 but "Personal". 

11 Professional 11 concern and compassion in expressed only in the presence of 
others. "Personal" compassion is expressed although none other ever learns 
of it. 

3. Which ignores social barriers 
--John 4:9 & 27 
--ExeQesis: We see in these 2 verses 2 social barriers which Christ ignores. 

In verse 9 he ignores the barrier of race - a Jew speaking to a Samaritan. 
In verse 27 he ignores the barrier of moral acceptability in a respectable 
man speaking to a kno'WTl fallen woman. 
(Apply) 

4. Which creates warm responsiveness 
--John 4:1-15 
-ILLT.S:A stern "holier-than-thou" attitude would have repelled this needy 

sinner . But a compassionate heart struck a note of warm responsiveness 
within her. 

--ExeQesis: Verse lla--The woman could not understand for the well was 100 
feet deep and Christ has no drawing aparatus. 

Verse llb--"From whence then hast thou that living water?" She is 
saying "If thou canst not draw it f rom the bottom of the well below, from 
what source canst thou obtain it? 11 

Verse 12 "Art thou greater than our father Jacob?" That is, 
greater in power, so that, without drawing it from the well, thou canst 
furnish "living water" -- perhaps by miracle, as Moses did from the rock. 

Verse 14 The true believer need not look abroad for the fountain 
of God 1s grace; it has been opened in his own heart, fresh and pure and 
sweet. In other words, the Spirit and the truth of God have entered into 
the life of his soul, and are felt to be an abiding, indwelling, unfailing 
source of spiritual peace, strength, and hope. 

Verse 15 From the last part of this verse it appears that the 
woman did not yet perceive the meaning of Christ. She knew too little of 
spiritual good to discover it at once under images of natural good. But 
she was moved by the strange and serious language of Christ; she was con
vinced that he had a great blessing t o impart. 

III. A CONDITION of Sin 
--John 4: 16-18 
--ILLUS: Jesus• sense of urgency increased ever more as he looked within her life 

and beheld it filled with sin. The obvious sinful condition of our world 
provides an additional surge of urgency within us. 

1. Which brings shame to the sinner 
--John 4:6 
--Exeg_es is: John reckons time as the Jews -- not as the Romans. The first hour 

started at sunrise or 6:00 A.M. This was 12:00 noon - a time when the heat 
prevented the other women of the city from coming to draw water. They came 
in the evening. 

2. Which men seek to cover 
--John 4:17a 
--ILLUS: The tone of voice with which these words were uttered may have been 

sucii"'" as to betray a des ire to expose a m stake in the Saviour.• s language, 
what she said was true, though twas not the whole truth. 



3. Of which Christ is fully aware 
--John 4: l?b-18 

J . 

--Exegesis: 11 the knowledi::ie of Jesus, in respect to the woman's relations , i s 
immediate arrl supernatural. 

--ILLl.6: Christ is fully aware of men's sins and cur's is the dual responsi
bility of sharing this truth with them and of showing them how Christ can 
remove these same sins. 

IV. A CONFUSION of mind 
--John 4: 19-26 
--ILLUS: Here is a poor confused sinful woman. Having heen married to 5 men and 

now living with the sixth, her whole moral and spiritual outlook is one of 
confusion. 

1. Which fails to grasp who Jesus really is 
--John 4:19 
--Exegesis: The woman like most people, pays a definite tribute to Christ and 

yet fails to grasp the fact that Christ is more than a prophet -- that he 
is God's Son and man's Saviour. 

2. Which does not understand a genuine relation with God 
--John 4:20-24 
--Exegesis:Her concept of a relation with God was purely mechanical -- a 

matter of where and how one worshiped God. Jesus corrects this by stressing 
that a genuine relation with God is a spiritual relation -- a personal onet 

--IU'CB: Many good meaning folks are tr:usting in the mechanics of church 
iiieiiibership, ahservance of ordinanc.es, morality of life etc •• 

J. Which can only be solved by Christ 
--John 4:25-26 
--ILLl6: She says that only the Messiah can clarify our confussion of mind. 

Christ identifies himself as that Messiah -- the one who alone could solve 
--her confused mind. 
--Exegesis; Verse 25b 11when he is come •••• 11 These words may have been due to 

a feeling that she did not understand the wonderful language of Jesus, and 
must therefore wait for instruction, which could only be given by the Christ; 
or they may have been due to a suspicion that Christ was perhaps now con
versing with her. Trench sees in these words of the woman a cry of help
lessness, connected with a timid presentiment, such as she hardly dares own, 
much less ventures to utter: 11Thou perhaps art he whom we look for. 11 

V. A CONFESSION of faith 
--John 4:28-30 &39-42 
--ILLT.5: As we think of the marvelous confessions of faith that will be made if 

wego, the urgency of our task bears ever heavier upon us. 
1. Which will be made if we witness 

--John 4:28 
--Exegesis: The wman leaves to make her confession in Sychar BUT, would the 

confession have been made if Christ had said nothing? 
2. Which is shared with others 

--John 4:29 
--Exegesis: "She believes more than she says; but she does not venture t o 

assume, even as probable, so great news. 
3. Which encourages others to come to Christ 

--John 4:30 &39-42 
--ILLlE: Her simple testimony drew scores of them to Jesus. 
--Exegesis: From this verse it appears that many of the people belonging to 

Sychar gave full credit to the word of the woman, and, therefore, without 
asking for any miracle, believed in Jesus as the Messiah. "Whenever Jesus 
found his word sufficient, he omitted, on principle, the working of miricles. 11 



VI. A CONCEPI'ION of needs 
--John 4:35-38 

4. 

--~: Once we can see man not as mere men but as souls who will spend eternity 
in Hell if they come not to Christ -- a new urgency will grip our hearts 

1. Which sees the need of the multitude for Christ 
-John 4:35 & Matthew 9:37b 
--Exegesis:The people from the city, it may be presumed, were now visible at 

no great distance, hastening through the fields towards the well; and by 
turning his eye upon them, or stretching forth his hand towards them, 
Jesus interpreted his words to his disciples. More precious than the waving 
harvests of Mukhria were these approaching Samaritans, who could now be 
gathered into the garner of the Lord. These were to be the first-fruits of 
the Gentiles, brought in by the labor of Christ himself, assisted, it may 
be, in some way by the presence of his disciples. 

2. Which sees the need of the Christians for divine blessings 
--John 4:36a 

(1) The Blessing of heavenly reward 11wages" 
(2) The blessing of earthly rejoining "rejoice together 11 

3. Which sees the need of cooperative endeavors 
--John 4:37-38 
--ILLUS: Never feel you have failed when you witness. You may sow and another 

mayreap, but both you and the other will rejoice in due time. 


