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THE FIELDS ARE WHITE 

SCRIPTURE: John 4:35-38 

The story's setting ... 

INTRO: WHEN JESUS SAID, "THERE ARE YET FOUR 
MONTHS AND THEN COMETH THE HARVEST" HE WAS 
QUOTING A PROVERB. 

THE JEWS HAD A SIXFOLD DIVISION OF THE 
AGRICULTURAL YEAR. EACH DIVISION WAS HELD 
TO LAST TWO MONTHS--SEEDTIME, WINTER, SPRING, 
HARVEST, SUMMER AND THE SEASON OF EXTREME 
HEAT. JESUS IS SAYING: "YOU HAVE GOT .A PRO
VERB; IF YOU SOW THE SEED, YOU MUST WAIT FOR 
AT LEAST FOUR MONTHS BEFORE YOU CAN HOPE TO 
BEGIN TO REAP THE HARVEST." 

AND THEN JESUS LOOKED UP. SYCHAR IS IN 
THE MIDST OF A REGION THAT IS STILL FAMOUS 
FOR ITS CORN. SO JESUS SWEPT HIS GAZE AND 
HIS HAND ROUND. "LOOK," HE SAID, "THE FIELDS 
ARE WHITE AND READY FOR THE HARVEST. IN SAMA
RIA THERE IS A HARVEST FOR THE REAPING NOW." 

IT IS THE CONTRAST BETWEEN NATURE AND 
GRACE OF WHICH JESUS IS THINKING. IN THE 
ORDINARY HARVEST MEN SOWED AND WAITED. IN 
SAMARIA THINGS HAD HAPPENED WITH SUCH DIVINE 
SUDDENNESS THAT THE WORD WAS SOWN AND ON THE 
SPOT THE HARVEST WAITED. 

IT MAY WELL BE THAT JUST AT THIS MOMENT 
IN THE STORY THE PEOPLE STARTED TO FLOCK OTJ:l , 
TO JESUS IN RESPONSE TO THE WOMAN'S ~fMIW .f~r 
AS THEY STREAMED OUT IN THEIR WHITE ROBES 
ACROSS THE FIELDS PERHAPS JESUS SAID: "LOOK 
AT THE FIELDS! SEE THEM NOW! THEY ARE WHITE 
TO THE HARVEST!" THE WHITE-ROBED CROWD WAS 
THE HARVEST WHICH HE WAS EAGER TO REAP FOR 
GOD. 

TEXAS BAPTISTS' THEME, "SHARE JESUS NOW," 
IS JUST ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING, "THE FIELDS 
ARE WHITE ALREADY TO HARVEST." 

IN THIS PASSAGE WHERE JESUS STATES THAT 
INDEED, "THE FIELDS ARE WHITE TO HARVEST," 
NOTICE: 

I . A PERCEPT I ON 
--vs. 35 -1-



--NOTE: "Lift up your eyes and look" speaks of 
a perception. One cannot see the fields unles~ 
he is willing to "lift up his eyes and look." 
You must have enough openness and concern to 
at least look. But what one sees is determineci 
by his own perception. 

--ILLUS: •-"'~.iii~-~ "But if thine eye be evil, 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in thee be dark
ness, how great is that darkness!" 

My first 35-millimeter camera was an old 
Argus C-3. It had a resonably sharp lens, and 
was capable of producing acceptable color 
slides. There was one drawback, however. 
Since the viewfinder wasn't connected with the 
lens, a forgetful photographer could leave the 
lenscap on while taking pictures. 

In a camera, what the film records depends 
upon the condition of the lens. If the lens 
is covered, the photos will be black; if it is 
smudged, they will be dark and fuzzy. 

In a sense, the mind's eye works that way. 
A stingy eye will see a beggar as a nuisance; 
a generous eye will see an opportunity for 
ministry . A critical eye might see a carous
ing, unchurched neighbor as a repulsive hea
then; a loving eye will see someone who needs 
to be introduced to Jesus. A believing eye 
will see God's majesty in a cascading water
fall; a secular eye will see only hydroelectric 

·power. A compassionate eye will see those 
around us as "Fields white to harvest. An 
uncaring eye will see them only as people. 

Pray for the ability to see people, places 
and problems through His eyes. 

II. A PROMISE 
--vs. 36 
--NOTE: As we spend "60 days in the field," 

February 1 through March 31st the Lord sends 
us out with a promise! It is a promise that 
assures the unusual. 

--NOTE: In this verse Jesus promises that some
thing incredible will happen once we perceive 
("Lift up our eyes") and proceed. 

The sower and the harvester c9uld .~ej9™M 
-•,kL1 o,i.e ""7Yc'-+CTo~ P4irli "'I ~,t:Ilf.J,J,t, TJ.o ~ 
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at the same time. Here was something that 
no man might expect. To the Jew sowing 
time was a sad and a laborious time; it 
was harvesting time which was the time o f 
joy. "They that sow tears shall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth bear
ing precious seed shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him" a · 

But there is a something else hidden 
below the surface here. The Jews had t heir 
dreams of the golden age, the age to come, 
the age of God, when the world would be 
God's world. Amos paints his picture of 
it: "Behold the days come, saith the Lord, 
that the plowman shall overtake the reaper, 
and the treader of grapes him that soweth 
seed" ( Amos 9:13). 

It was the dream of that golden age 
that sowing and reaping, planting and har
vesting, would follow hard upon the heels 
of each other. There would be such fert i 
lity that the old days of waiting would be 
at an end. So we see what Jesus is gently 
doing here. His words are nothing less 
than a promise that with Him the golden 
age has dawned; God's time is here; the 
time when the waiting is ended and the 
word is spoken and the seed is sown and 
the harvest waits reaping. 

--APPLY: You can't loose for winning when 
you share your witness, explain the plan 
of salvation and seek to get a commitment 
to Christ. The Reason Is: (1) If the 
person responds by accepting Christ, you 
are a winner; because you have led that 
person to Christ; and (2) If the person 
does not accept Christ, you are a winner 
because you have planted a "seed" t hat 
may well blossom forth in time in that 
person's salvation. Holy Spirit needs 
a tool and time. 

--A DIVINE APPOINTMENT: is when a seeking 
soul crosses the path of a willing witness 
and comes to experience the forgivene ss 
of a gracious God. 
1. A Gracious God 

--II Peter 3:9b "God is not willing that 
_";)_ 



any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance." 

--The Bible tells us that God is a gracious 
loving heavenly Father who wants to for
give so much that "He gave His only Begot
ten Son ... " 

2. A Seeking Soul 
--NOTE: Most Christians find it easy to 

talk about Christ with people who want to 
talk about Him. Only most people like 
this are already Christians. 

But wouldn't it be great if. we could 
find some lost people who had this same 
desire? You say, "But there just aren't 
any lost people around like that!" 

You're wrong! The truth is there 
are people around like that--a lot more 
than you think. These people we call 
"seeking souls." They are waiting for 
someone to come and tell them how to be 
saved. Of course, few of these "seeking 
souls" think of their need in those terms, 
but that is what they are seeking--they 
are open to the answer found in Christ. 

Prime examples are Cornelius who 
sent for Peter and the Jailer who asked 
Paul, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

A lost person becomes a "seeking soul 
through the work of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:8 "When the Holy Spirit is come He will 
convict the world . . . ) 

Now not everyone in San Angelo are 
"seeking souls" like Cornelius or the 
Jailer. Some of the lost are closed to 
any discussion about Christ, some are open 
but skeptical, some need to be loved and 
cultivated and some are simply too busy 
with life to be bothered. However, in the 
middle of all those lost people who aren't 
interested are many, many "seeking souls . " 
There are those lost men and women who are 
open to the gospel and who are wanting and 
hoping someone will come by and show them 
the way to God. 

How can we find these "seeking souls? 
First of all we must go looking for them. 
This is what or Lord did. He said He 
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came to seek and to save the lost and 
in His seeking He found Peter, James, 
John, Zachaeus, a woman at the well 
and on and on. We must follow His 
example and obey His command to "go 
into the highways and hedges" like He 
did. We too must go hunting. 

We have somehow adopted the atti
tude that those who are lost need to 
find us. This is a false attitude. 
The lost will not (except in very rare 
circumstances) come to us. Neither 
will they put up a sign in their front 
yard which reads, "Help, I want to be 
saved. " How do we find them? We must 
go to every door until we come to their 
door. Ch .-1 C{ . 

Since we don't know which door 
the lost are behind, we must knock on 
every door. As we knock on the other 
doors looking for the "seeking -souls," 
some will turn us off before we get 
started. Some will be rude and some 
will be friendly but not interested. 
With these, we must be cordial and 
kind and must not bruise the fruit. 
We can plant some seed or we can water 
some seed that someone else has planted . 
We can let them know we care and leave 
the door open for future witnessing . 

But, if we keep knocking and do 
not allow the negative experiences 
to stop us, we will come to the door 
of a "seeking soul." Here we will 
have the greatest experience of our 
life other than our own salvation 
e xperience. 

(MANY WITNESSES GIVE UP BEFORE 
THEY EVER FIND A "SEEKING SOUL . .") 
Like a fisherman who leaves the lake 
just before the fish start biting, 
many Christians allow an unpleasant 
visit to cause them to quit and they 
miss the blessing that is awaiting 
them behind the next door. 

The Apostle Paul tells us that 
"in due season we shall reap, if we 
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faint not." We won't find a "seeking 
soul" every time we go, but we will i 
we keep on keeping on. I e.: LDolrr,., -fhRv ~ 0 -Y. 

- 0 FA/UT.S -t- &,J..'TS I • • 

3. A Willing Witness 
--NOTE: The first 2 principles (a "Gra

cious God" and a "Seeking Soul") depend ..: · 
on this third principle, "A Willing Wit 
ness." 

We must be "willing" to go to 
"Share Jesu9 Now!" 

And when a "seeking soul" crosses 
the path of a "willing witness" that 
soul can be led to experience the for
giveness of a "Gracious God." 

And at that moment of "Divine Ap
pointment" Christ's promise is fulfilled, 
"He that soweth and he that reapeth 
shall rejoice together." 

III. A PROVERB 
--vss . 37-38 
--NOTE: Christ says, "There is another Pro-

verb and it too is true--'one soweth and 
another reapeth. ' " 

Then Jesus went on to make two appli
cations of that . (1) He told His disciples 
that they would reap a crop which had been 
produced not by their labour. He meant that 
He was sowing the seed, that the day would 
come when the disciples would go out into 
the world, and reap the harvest that His 
life and His death and His Cross had sown. 

(2) He told His disciples that the day 
would come when they would sow and others 
would reap. There would be a time when the 
Christian Church sent out its evangelists; 
they would never see the harvest; some of 
them would die as martyrs, but the blood 
of the martyrs would be the seed of the 
Church. It is as if He said: "Some day 
you will labour and you will see no t h i ng 
for it . Some day you will sow and you will 
pass from the scene before the harvest is 
reaped. Never fear! Never be discouraged! 
The sowing is not in vain; the seed is not 
wasted! Others will see the harvest which 
it was not given to you to see." 
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But in such sowing, you are pro
viding the Holy, Spirit with the tool 
He needs to turn that lost person in 
time into a "seeking soul" some other 
"willing witness" will lead to Christ. 

IV. A PRINCIPLE 
--NOTE: In this passage are two principles 

on which this entire matter of soul-win
ning is based. 
1. The Opportunity Is~ 

--vs. 35 [Read] Not in 4 months, 4 
weeks or even 4 days, but the oppor
tunity is NOW! Time is running out 
both for you and that lost person ... 

There cometimes in history when 
men are curiously and strongly sensi
tive to God. I believe we are living 
in such a time. Barclay says. "What 
a tragedy it is that Christ's Church 
at such a time fails to reap the har
vest!" 

--ILLUS: Arthur Blessitt at Texas Bap
tist Evangelism Conferince in Fort 
Worth, Tuesday evening, January 10 , 
1989. Spoke of how we tell each other 
why we can't do what we ought to do 
and go where we ought to go. 

He had just returne~~y
ing his cross across Lybia. ~ At the 
request of Kadafe he had spent seve
ral hours explaining the plan of sal
vation with him. He has been invited 
back in a few months to carry the 
cross in the eastern part of Lybia. 

In Red China where Mao Se Tung 
sought to eradicate religion from 
the minds of the people, Arthur Bles
sitt in 1987 carried a 12 foot cross 
through that land preaching the gos
pel of Jesus Christ. And Billy Graham 
just returned f r ,om China! 

Blessitt said, "We talk about the 
'Iron Curtain of Russia. ·' But God does 
not have an 'Iron Curtain'." Blessitt 
said the 'Iron Curtain' exists in our 
own minds!" 

-7- ~~ 
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Last June the 31st, Blessitt took 
the cross he had carried around the world 
into Russia and preached and raised it up 
in Red Square! And had no arrest, no prob
lems. The KGB and the Police were shaking 
his hands and saying "Welcome to Russia!" 
Blessitt had a picture made of his holding 
the cross with the picture of Lenin behind 
him between the cross beams! 

The last week of September (1988) 
Blessitt and his son Joshua were at the 
U.N. in New York as the guests of the 
Lybian ambassador, Dr. Olie Trake, for 
the reception the Lybian government gives 
the U.N. Arthur and Joshua had their 
Bibles and tracks just running loose a
round more than "100 ambassadors!" 

Lebanon is a place everyone fears to 
go. But Blessitt has carried the cross 
3 times through Lebanon. When he and his 
son Joshua arrived in Beirut which was 
then under siege, Yassir Arr of at came to 
see them! They have shared hours with 
this man presenting the gospel of Christ. 

People said, "Arthur, if you are 
with Arrofat and the Arabs, the Israeles 
will hate you." Yet Blessitt has pic
tures of his earring his cross with the 
chief of staff of the Isareles army by 
his side! He spent the night in Primin
ister Began' s house 0w · th hi ~ ~ r · -4 n,,bt_ 
his living room! ~ovWJ:IJci_ilft. 1--l y~t.~b 

--APPLY: We are so nd! We are so e~rfu 
that we will fail be rejected. We have 
listened too long those who tell us 
what we cannot do and where we cannot go. 

Christ sets us free from these silly 
fears. He says, "The fields are white 
ALREADY to harvest." The OPPORTUNITY IS 
NOW!" "SHARE JESUS NOW!" 

2. Success Is Certain 
--NOTE: Christ is saying, "You can't loose 

for winning! Whatever you do in seeking 
to win souls, whatever the response may 
be, YOU ARE A WINNER!" 

--NOTE: It is given to many a man to sow 
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but not to reap. Many a ministry suc
ceeds, not by its own force and merits, 
but because of some saintly man who 
lived and preached and died and left 
an influence which was greater in his 
absence than in his presence. Many 
a man has to work and never sees the 
results of his labours--"One soweth, 
and another reapeth." 

--ILLUS: [Wm, Barclayl ''I was once 
taken round an estate which was 
famous for its µadade~dxons.,. Its 
owner loved the acres of them and 
knew them all by name. He showed 
me certain .s e e dlings which would 
take twenty-five years to flower. 
He was nearly seventy-five. He 
would never see their beauty--but 
someone would. No word for Ch~ist 
and no great undertaking ever fail. 
If we do not see the result of our 
labours others will. '' Success is 
certain! 

--NOTE: The philosopher A. N. White
peact states, "The great man is he 
who plants trees he will never sit 
under." 

This is the man who sows the 
seed of his witness and God's plan 
of salvation. 

The man who is blessed by his 
unselfish and timeless labor, the 
man who "sits under the shade of 
the trees" is the man whom Christ 
has in mind when he says: 
--vs. 38 [Read] 

--APPLY: Doubtlessly during these 
"60 Days In The Field" our labor 
will be both "sowing" and "reaping." 

But whether it be one or the 
other is not our concern. Ours 
is simply, in obedience, to "Lift 
up our eyes, look on the fields 
that are white and enter the har
vest." 

The rest we shall leave to 
< /I 
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THE FIELDS ARE WHITE 

USED: F.B.C. 1-29-89, A.M. San Angelo, 
(XXft-tf!) 




