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CHRIST'S MINISTRY TO THE FALLEN 

Scripture: John 4:3-34 & 39-42 (Reading: John 4:3 

INTRO: SINCLAIR LEWIS IN ONE OF HIS BOOKS DRAWS 
A PICTURE OF RESPECTABLE BUSINESS MAN WHO KICKED 
OVER THE TRACES. HE IS TALKING TO THE GIRL HE 
LOVES. SHE SAYS TO HIM: "ON THE SURFACE WE SEEM 
QUITE DIFFERENT: BUT DEEP DO~ WE ARE FUNAMENTALLY 
THE SAME. WE ARE BOTH DESPERATELY UNHAPPY ABOUT 
SOMETHING --- AND WE DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS." 

SUCH A "DESPERATELY UNHAPPY" WOMAN CAME TO 
JACOB'S WELL AT 12:00 NOON. THERE SHE ENCOUNTERED 
JESUS. 

HAVE WE EVER WONDERED WHY SHE CAME TO THE 
WELL AT THE UNUSUAL HOUR OF NOON, TOILING THROUGH 
THE FIERCE SUNSHINE WHEN EVERYBODY ELSE WAS REST
ING? WAS IT TO ESCAPE THE SCORNFUL LOOKS OF 
THE CLEAN WOMEN, ALWAYS APT TO BE MORE CRUEL IN 
THEIR HAUGHTY RIGHTEOUSNESS THAN MEN? WAS IT 
THAT SHE WAS TIREUr,.9F BEING LEFT ALONE, WHILE 
THE OTHERS CHATTEIJ,iFRIENDLY caAIVe<s+na,n 

HERE, AT LEAST, WAS A SOUL THAT HAD FAILED 
IN LIFE, AND KNEW IT: THOUGH SHE TRIED TO HIDE 
IT EVEN FROM HERSELF. BUT WHOM EVERYBODY ELSE 
DESPISED, GOD LOVED: AND SENT CHRIST STRAIGHT 
TO THIS ONE F 

, DESPERATE Y UNHAPPY ._X0)1l},tj 1v~.1 t,EGA,, 
THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST~S A MINISTRY 

TO THE FALLEN. 

I. THE REASON 
--John 4:4 "And he must needs go through Samari c1 

--But WHY? ••••• 
--NOTE: What was the reason for Christ's 

"needing" to go through Samaria? Certainly, 
it was not because there was no ther 
to go to Galilee for there were many. 

"He must needs go through Samaria," not 
because that wast customary rout. For 
most strict Jews would go miles out of their 
way to avoid the land of their "half-breed" 
brothers. 
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They wouJ.'.d cross the Jordan, go up 
the eastern side of the river, detour 
around Samaria, recross the Jordan north 
of Samaria and then enter Galilee. This 
route took twice as long, but the strict 
Jew thought well worth the additional 
time to avoid the despised land of the 
Samaritans. 

Why didn't Christ take the normal, 
though longer, route which most Jews 
traveled? ..___..-irik t be primary reas on was 

aiot the sho rte r d i stance. I think there 
must have been at ] e as t t b r~0 otber r easons· 
1. His Love For The Fallen 

--Mark 10:21 (Christ and the rich young 
ruie'r)) "Then Jesus beholding him 
LOVED him." 

- -NOTE , Christ's ministry was a ministry 
of loving the fallen ... On one occasior 
it was a hated .zaccbeeJli, on another 
Matthew a tax-collector, on another a 
fallen adulterous ~QIDqD in tbe ternp'le 
a nd yet o n another occasion it was a 

wba was a known sinner: 
4 na, be o d, a 

~ woman in the city, which was a sinn~r, 
~ when she knew that Jesus sat at meat 

in the Pharisee's house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment. 

And stood at his feet behind him 
weeping, and began to wash h is feet 
with tears, and did wipe them with 
the hairs of her head, and kissed his 
feet, and anointed them with the 
ointment. 

Now when the Pharisee which had 
bidden him saw it, he spake within 
himself, saying, This man, if he were 
a prophet, would have known who and 
what manner of woman this is that ,, 
toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 

Cl,zsr -, Wherefore I say unto thee, Her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven; for 
she loved much: but to whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little." 
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--ILLUS: When God was about to create 
man, says a Jewish legend, He took into 
His counsel the angels that stood about 
his throne. "Create him not, "said the 
ange] gf j ustice r "for if Thou dost he 
will commit all kinds of wickedness 
against his fellow men; he will be 
hard and cruel and dishonest and un
righteous." "Create him not, "said the 
angel qf Truth, "for he will be false 
and deceitful to his brother-man, and 
even to Thee." "Create him not, "said 
the apgel of Holiness, "he will follow 
that which is 0 impure in Thy sight, and 
dishonor Thee to thy face." 

Then stepped forward ~gd's sap (God' s 
best beloved) and said: "Create him. 
My Father, for when he sins and turns 
from the path of right and truth and holi
ness I will take him tenderly by the hand, 

j ~nd speak loving words to him, and then 
~ d him back to Thee." J .A. Cla J 

2. His · · In Life 

--Luke 5:27-32 (read) 
--NOTE: The first thing that Matthew did 

was to invite Jesus to a feast - he could 
well afford it - and to invite his fellow 
tax-collectors and their outcast friends 
to meet Jesus. Matthew's first instinct 
was to share the wonder he had found. 

,, \ ', 
The Scribes and Pharisees objected : 

Jesus made the ~rfect answer. Jesus 
pointed out that it is only sick people 
who need doctors. And people like Matthew 
and his friends were the very people who 
n eed Him mo st o f a l l . ) rt would be well 
if we were to regard the sinner not as a 
criminal but as sick man. And if we were 
to look on the man who has made a mistake 
not as someone -de send og contfallwpt and 
condemnation but as oeedin g Jou~ sRQ Aelp 
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to find the right way. After all Christ 
considered this to be ~._r.ission in , 
life! (Barclay-Luke) ",:jv~~ •. 

3. His Qisregard For Man ~'\1ade Barriers 

- -NOTE : Jesus disregarded man-made 
barriers. 

About 720 B.C. the Assyrians had 
invaded the northern kingdom of Samaria 
and had captured ~nd subjugated it. 
They did what conquerors often did in 
those days - they transported practicall1 
the whole population to Media (2 Kings 

, 
people. Some of the p eop le of the 
northern king dom were left. Eu_mC2.§.L_ 
inevitabl y they began t o ,jJ)ter-marry 
with the incoming foreigners; and thereby 
they committed what to the Jew was an 
un f orgi veab le crime. They lost their 
racial purity . In a strict Jewish 
household even to this day if a son 
or a daughter marrie s a Gentile, his 
or her funeral service is carried out. 
Such a person is dead in the eyes of 
@ thod§)} Judaism. 

wA.S...CU'1~£~t~ l(.The barrier between Samaritan and 
9-1-0e~)v111.en the renegade Jewl:1,anasseh 
married a daughter of the Samaritan 
Sanballat (Nehemiah 13:28) and proceeded 
to f ound a rival temple on Mount Gerizim 
which was in the centre of the Samaritan 
territory and to which the Samaritan 
woman later refers. (Barclay-John) 

ut now Christ "must NEEDS go 
through Samaria" becaus His e_.-i~~,,... o 
he fallen and His~~~~~ caused 
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I . ~ j_ovc_ ) , ~ t/iI.553-0fi/ 31.J.,+ ]>:r5Rf.G,fK./) ,tenA,,,-,,1,ltdi ~ 
--ILLUS: Young man at "His Place" (Blessett) 

on Sunset Strip... . "No on loves me" .... 
Your wrong, Jesus loves you" . . . "Let's 
t:alk about it." 

A fallen woman came all alone to 
Jacob's well in the heat of the day . She 
felt in her heart: , "No one l ove s me." But 
Christ came to tell her she was wrong 
that He loved her and that His mission 
was to people just as she .... 

II. THE REPUES~ 
- - J ohn 4~JJ_- 7- k 
- -NOTE: This request reveals t h e humanity of 

Christ. Jesus was weary with the road, and 
He sat there bx_ the s ci.de o f the we l l tired 
and exhausted._.>It is very significant that 
~ who stresses the sheer d~ity o f Jesus 
Christ more than any other o f the gospel 
wr i ters also stresses His numan jty to the 
full. J ohn does not show us a figuref~f£1) 
from the tiredness and the exhaustion and 
the effort and the struggle of our humanity . 

> He shows us one for whom life was an effo t 
as it is for us; he shows us one who also 
was tired and who also uao to~ on. 

This s~ows us the warmth pf His §¼illPstb Y 
and his be]iet in her >personal worth~ From 
an ordinary religious leader, from one o f 
the o rthodox church leaders of the day the 
Samaritan woman would have fled in embarrass
ment. She would have met: im with an 
ashamed and even a hostile silence. > But 
t o Jesus it seemed the w_ost uatural t h in~ 
in the world to talk t o her. )' She had at 
last met someone who was not a critic but 
a friend, one who did not ondemn but who 
understood. (Barc l ay- J ohn ) 

This request r eveals the Wisdom of Christ. 
He new here are some people we shall never 
reacn by telling them what Christ can do fo 
them. But they respond warmly when told what 
they can do for Christ. 

7 he, L; ttle rA1'111. dy /"11 fSaeck 1tr¢ye 
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This is worth remembering. This ,Seems 
to be the one that most touches the genera
tion. They are not much interested in 
Christ's gifts, look a little queerly at His 
injunctions to grayer and the w0rk of the 
spirit, feeling that these things lie outside 
of their world. They are not sure of immor
tality; they are not thinking very much 
about their souls; but they do wish to serve 
God and their fellow-men, and, when they hear 
Christ's call to that, their cheeks flush 
and their hearts thrill. > And that is well. 

_?For we are all too apt to fall into the sin 
of Judas, poor muddled soul, who gave himself 
to Christ largely, it seems, for what he 
could get out of Him. l·, 

But our Lord's appeal is far finer, 
nobler, hi her. Barela -John} __ _ 

"Give me to drink . " Throwing Himself 
upon her c o urtesy and cfiarit:y, Be t oncbed 
a r esponsi ve chord in the heart of the fallen 
woman. She replied with a question (vs. Cf.t ) . 

rom this point the dialoguo ultimately 
' led to her conversion · (verses 11 - 14) 

Christ's request gave him the opportunity 
to lead her into salvation. 

--APPLY: We often get things turned around 
in our witnessing. We think only of what we 
can do for the fallen. But this story reminds 
us that the fallen can do much for us. 

What church is not made richer by the 
living testimony of a "down and out sinner" 
who has just been saved? 

--ILLUS: C. E. Autrey's Revival in my father's 
church (F.B.C., Winnfield, Louisiana). Doris 
Warner, Alcoholic, saved; another man, boot
legger saved. What their testimony did for 
the church ..... 
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III. -THE RESPONSE 

"-£-John 4:15-34 and 39-42 
--NOTE: When one takes seriously his ministry 

to the fallen this is always the question , 
"Will there be any response? And what k ind 
of r esponse will it be?" 

John records four responses in this 
experience of Christ' s min istry t o the 
fallen. 
1. The Response Of The Fallen 

--John 4:15-26 (vs. 15) "Sir give me t his 
water .... " 
(1) Expressed a universal thirst. 

--Verse 15. Give me this water t hat I 
THIRST not ; " 

--NOTE: This woman had drunk deeply 
from the wells o f the world. but 
they did not sat i sfy. Now she a sks 
for water that will not let her 
thirst again. She is weary o f 
returning again to wells that do 
not quench her thirst. 

~f PJ.V To what wells do you fi n d 
---- you~self constantly returning? 

To the well of _p] easure? -- it 
does not satisfy. To the well 
of material gain? -- it do es no t 
satisfy. To the well of a]cobol ? 
it does not satisfy. To the we U of 
sexpa] Jicenee? -- It does no t 
satisfy. To the well of popuJa~ 
_accJaim? It does no t satisfy . To 
the well of persouaJ power? -- it 
does not satisfy. 

Perhaps you cannot name your 
well. 

In every man there is a n ameles c 
unsatisfied longing; vague disconten ; 
something lacing; frustrati on; a lor ~ 
in I' fo t1.$fl"WJA~ ' ~ •· 

In Sorrel and Son Warwick Deep
ing te l s of a conversation between 
Sorrel and hi s s o n . The boy is talki r 
about life . He says that it is like 
groping in a n enchanted fog. The f or 

.-7 -



• 

.. 
. .. ..... 

breaks for a moment; you see the moon 
or a girl's face; you think you want 
the moon or the face; and then the fog 
comes down again; and leaves you grop
ing in that enchanted fog for something, 
you don't quite know what. (Barclay-John 

Augustine sai, "an can noE rest 
until he rest9 in God." 

Spir't:Nf i r is universal as 
physical. And it can only be quenched 
by the "livin water" Jesus offers. 

2 Exposed her sinful Life. 
,.-verses 16-18 
--NOTE: One word led to another 

until her sinful life was exposed. 
Christ said (verse 16) .... She 
responded (verse 1 ) .... and Christ 
replied (verse 18) . > The reason Christ 
said this was not to be cruel or con
deming, but to lead her to face her 
sinful life that she might see her 
need for "Living Water" .... 

(3) Exhibited her belief in the Christ . 

--NOTE : In her response she exhibitec 
her belief in the Christ. She said 
(verse 25). And Christ said (verse 
26) . 

--APPLY: Deep within we know there 
must be someone who can help us -
someone who can deal effectively 
with our sin problem. And Christ 
today still says (verse 26 ) -~~ ~ 

-1-Je w + y /f he ,,1. v r H, If-' j""'2.- '-•'? h+-. , .,. 
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2. The Response Of The FAITHFUL 
- -NOTE : When the faitb fu disciples 

returned from buying food in the 
city, what was their response to 
Christ's talking with this woman? 
Was theirs the response of~ -
that Christ had wo n yet ano ther 
foll ower? Was it one of praise 
to God that a fal len woman had 
been lifted to a life of 
respectability? What was their 
response? 

--Joh 4:27 (Wm) "They were SURPRISED to 
find Him talking with a woman .... " 

~-NOTE: Although they did not ask her, 
"What do you want?" or him "Wl}y are 
you talking to her?", the i r response 
wa s one a t snrprise a nd .bock that 
Christ would be talking to such a fallen 
woman! Her sin was written all over 
her face. Anyone could tell the kind 
of woman she was! ..•. 

- -APPLY : Lest we be t oo severe in our 
judgment of the disciples'Doresponse, 
let us ask ourselves, "How,,fwe respond 
to the 'fallen' around us. 

3. The Response of the FAMISHED 
j --John 4:31-34 (Do not read) 

- -NOTE: John tells us ve se 6) that 
Jesus "being wearied with his journey, 
sat thus on the well and it was about 
the sixth hour" (12 noon). He was 
tire.g and J:.lling~y and bour? had passed 

15efore the disciples returned from 
Sychar with food. They la jd QUt the 
meal they had prepared and Christ did 
not eat. 
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They then began to plead with 

him, saying, "Master, eat. " Christ's 
response was: --Verse 32. "I have 
meat to eat that ye know not of." 

The disciples did not understand. 
They asked each other (verse 33), "Has 
someone else already brought him food 
and now he is not hungry?" 

Then Jesus explained, (verse 34). 
,_/'He is saying, "There is nothing more 

satisfying to me than to do the Father's 
will. Food cannot compare to it! I 
must "finish His Work. "J W'nat was Hi 
w • rier-ehr ±-st--s: · d: 

- - Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preac the gospel to the 
poor, he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliver
ance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty them that are bruised.It 

? Christ is saying, " There is nothing 
Y bad rather do in a l l the wor l d t~an 
rea ch down and 1 j ft up a f a lle n per son !". 
aind today ..... 

4. The Response Of The FRIENDS 
~ -John 4:39-42 (do not read) 

- -NOTE: As soon as the woman discovered 
that Jesus was the Messiah she 
rushed to the city to share the good 
news (verses 28-29). 

The Christian life is based on the 
twir. pj J Jars of discgye,ry and communica
tion. No discovery is complete until the 
de sire to share it fills our hearts; and 
we cannot conununicate Christ to others 
until we have discovered Hirn for our
selves. First t o find, then to tell are 
the two great steps of the Christian 
life. ,?This very desire to tell others 
of her discovery, killed in this woman 
the feeling o f human shame. 
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/fPPif A man may hide his sin; but once 
- h d±scovers Jesus Christ as Saviour, 

his instinct is to say to men: "Look 
at what I was; and look at what I am; 
this is what Christ has done for me." 

The fact that she had left her 
water-po t showed two things: (V. ~~~ 
(1 ) ffit showed that she was in a hurry 

to share this extraordinary 
exper ienc'e , 

(2) And it showed that she never dreame d 
of doing anything else but coming 
back. (Barclay-John) 

But what was the response of er FRIENDS 
to the news that sne had met the 
Messiah? 

--John 4:39-42 (Read & Explain) 

CON: ONE NIGHT I N 1 96 2 I N A HOTEL IN SEATTLE, BILLY 
GRAHAM WAS SOUND ASLEEP. SUDDENLY HE AWOKE WITH 
WHAT HE LATER DESCRIBED AS 11 A BURDEN TO PRAY FOR 
MARILYN MONROE," THE MOVIE ACTRESS. WHEN THE FEEL
ING CONTINUED THE NEXT DAY, ONE OF GRAHAM'S ASSOCI 
ATES TRIED TO REACH THE ACTRESS THROUGH ONE OF HER 
AGENTS. THE AGENT OFFERED NO HOPE FOR A MEETING 
IMMEDIATELY. "NOT NOW. MAYBE TWO WEEKS FROM NOW," 
HE SAID. 

TWO WEEKS LATER MARILYN MONROE 1 S_ 9QI CIDE 
SHOCKED THE WORLD. TWO WEEKS WAS TOO~~ SHE 
WAITED T(X)LATE TO RESPOND. 

WHAT WILL YOUR RESPONSE BE TODAY? LET IT BE 
THE RESPONSE OF THE FALLEN (VERSE 15). LET IT BE 
THE RESPONSE OF THE FRIENDS (VERSE 42B). 
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Christ's Ministry to the Fallen 
John 4:3-15 

Sardis Baptist Church 
January19, 2014 

The ministry of Christ has always been a ministry to the 
fallen. 

I. THE REASON - John 4:4 
1. His love for the fallen - Mark 10:21 
2. His mission in life - Luke 5:27-32 
3. His disregard for man-made barriers 

> Christ disregarded the barrier between Jew and Gentile 

II. THE REQUEST-John 4:6-7 
1. This request reveals the humanity of Christ-He was weary 
2. This request shows us the warmth of His sympathy-He cared 

III. THE RESPONSE - John 15-34 & 39-42 
1. The response of the fallen-John 4:15-26 

(1) Expressed a universal thirst - 4: 15 
(2) Exposed her sinful life- John 4:16-18 
(3) Exhibited her believe in the Christ - John 4:25-26 

2. The response of the faithful - John 4:27 
3. The response of the famished - John 4:31-34 
4. The response of the friends - John 4:39-42 

What will your response be today? Let it be the response 
of the fallen. Let it be the response of the friends. 



There are two prayer requests lists inserted in your 
bulletin today. One is for you to check names that need 
to remain on the lists and then return in the offering 
plate. The other is for you to keep. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Current requests 
Please check names that need to remain on this list 

Jamila Clayton Rebecca Garrett 
Barry Mathews Helen Smart 
Cindy Varnell Gwyn Williams 
Chad Grantadams Robbie Higgs 
Jeff Moore Danny Keyes 
Christian Hylton Rachel Collins 
Teresa Barton Donnie Maxey 
Edith Price Betsy McLaren 
Shelia Newton C. B. Etheridge 

Jimmy Taylor 
Bobbie White 
Billy Timmons 
Tony Monk 
Terry Taylor 
Tracy Jones 
Norma Rozelle 
Manuel Espejel 

Recent requests 
Please check names that need to remain on this list 

Arayla Johnson John Williams Larry Daniels 
Delilah Brossett Jeremy White Ernie Peterson 
Margie Worsham Jerry Smith Cloyd Smart 
Kathy Tullos family Stacy Straughan's family 
Leo Shelton's family Ernestine Peterson' family 




